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ERRATA, AND OMISSIONS OF THE AUTHOR. 


Line. 


6 of the note in the Introduction, omit the word fo between thoſe of 
2was and from. 
5 Ditto of the 2d note, for Rabecca, read Rabaca. 
21 for Petttagers, read Pettiagua. 
11 inſtead of intelligencery read correſpondents, 
18 after this line, inſert the mark of reference + to the proper note. 
22 of the notes, inſtead of his Lordſbip, read Lord George Germain, 
x of the note, for indiſpenſable, read indiſputable, 
6 of the note, inſtead of on order, read in order. 
2 of the note, after mine omit and, and afzer other. add letters of. 
22 of the note, inſtead of web of ditto, read fourth, 
8 of ditto, inflead of friends, read | funds. 
17 of ditto, after do add ii. 
9 of ditto, inſtead of Lindon, read Lindoe. 
20 inſtead of on which, read when. 
t for D. Connor, 'Tead Dr. Connor. 
10 omit the and after preſent, 
4 for proves, read prove. 
16 for Pumſield, read Piercefield. 
5 omit c from &c. 
8 for Chatours, read Cbatoier. 
10 for Oyo, read Oya. 
11 for Sackwel, read Sackville, 
3 for coulours, read couleurs. 
1 for Miftiff, read Meftrf. 
29 after inhabitants, add and, in ſte ad of to. 
13, for laſt, read Eaſt. : 


7 after brovght on, add me, and for mongſt, read anorgf 


10 for the words to his, inſert for the, 
29 inſert not between did and go. 
6 add I after but. 
19 omit and. 
2 of the note, for troops, read troop. 
- of the note, add the word and after that of ſpot. 
after been, add willing. * 
Io omit c from S . 1 0 
8 for much, read ſuch, 
15 for ports, read poſts, 
9 for piece, read peace. . . EIN 
16 for although time, read alſo time. 15 
1 of the third note, after properly, add made. 
5 of the note, for acquainted, read unac qua inied. 
5 of the note, after board, add not. 
28 for Oyja, read Oya. 8 
g for Curaccoa, read Curaſſoa. a 
11 for Ryam, read Byam. 
13 of the note, for them, read him. 
85 for no, read any. | 
9 after zeal, ſor of, read and. | 
2 of the note, read 250 inficad of 2 30 | and after the . men, add, 
including ſick, and all oibers. | 
2 for ever, read every. | 
26 read ſubſequent ſor conſequent. 
ix of the note, for preſerve me from, read baue preſerved me from ſuck 
miſeries. | DES g 
20 after have been, add ſo. 
21. for mortgage, read morigagee. | 
28 for I repeat from the, read, I repeats formerly. 
9 for quam, read quem. 
2 omit Sir, 
3 omit but in the Minutes of the Conveit. 
1 for Feb. 2 ad, read Feb. 23d. 
7 after from, add, Gov. Morris*s letter in; 


and for 22d, read 23d. 


. 


INTRODUCTION. 


| SHALL here preſent an hiſtory of tranſ- 
actions hitherto very imperfectly, if at 
all known; and though bleſſed with con- 

ſcious rectitude, and honoured, at times, 
with the approbation of my Sovereign, yet 
having been long in an unmerited ſtate of 
apparent diſgrace and misfortune, it may 
be neceſſary to deliver an apology to a 
world that is ever ready to condemn by im- 
plication; a world which may, in ſome 
degree, be juſtified in ſuppoſing, that the 
conduct of Miniſters to me muſt be founded 
in my errors, and not in their injuſtice. 
1 ſhould be ſaid, that the period of my 
public employment is too remote to recall 
the public attention, I. ſhall anſwer, that 
though the ſeaſon of my official duty may 
have been long paſt, the ſufferings which 
| have ariſen from it are not over, that my 
accounts are not ſettled at the Treaſury, or 
| my ſalary paid; and while this is the caſe, 
or there may be any to condemn, it becomes 
me to juſtify. Beſides the tranſactions of 
a public man, engaged in ſuch a ſituation 
as J ay the honour to fil, and the ac- 
count 
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count of the cauſes which loſt to my coun- 


try a very valuable poſſeſſion, will claim 
the attention of the future hiſtorian, For 


the ſake of truth, therefore, as well as 
from the love of that honeſt fame which I 


have merited, I ſhall give an hiſtory, ſup- 
ported by authentic documents, to reſcue 
that ſcene of national misfortune which my 


utmoſt endeavours could not prevent, and 
which, like a torrent, has borne me down 


in its ſtream, (the capture of the Iſland of 
St. V incent) from the haſty and crude com- 
munications of contemporary vriters; 
ſome of whom ſeem to have aided the de- 


ſigns of my ill- fortune, by adding the care- 


leſs cutting crnelties of their miſrepreſen- 
tation.“ 
* Prudence and humanity equally dictated not giving this 


narrative much ſooner, a certain delay was neceſſary to give 


time for prejudices to fubſide, that men might judge diſpaſ- 
ſionately; and until all poſſible marks were loſt, by which 
our former enemies could trace how and by whom I received 


my ſecret, molt uſeful intelligence, an earlier publication 
had, probably, raiſed againſt them the heavy hand of vin- | 


dictive puniſhment, and loſt to my country the advantages 

which may, and ever ought, eſpecially in time of war, to be 

endeavoured to be obtained by ſuch connections. 
The delay, Lam ſenſible, has been perſonally prejudicial te to 


me, robbing me by death, and loſs of papers, of much valu- 
able teſtimony, and taking off that edge of novel curioſity 
which would have intereſted more the public to peruſe this 


work; but whilſt my count! y is benefited, I am content, 
I 1 ͤmake 
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I make no pretenſions to thoſe brilliant 
talents and abilities which ſometimes ele- 
vate their poſſeſſors to the, higheſt pinnacles 
of political life; but I will juſtify the ap- 
pointment of my Sovereign by not only 
boldly aflerting, but, I hope, clearly prov- 
ing, that I was equal to the ſervice in which 
he was graciouſly pleaſed to employ me; 
and that my local knowledge of the ſeat of 
my duty, the reſult of private circum- 
ſtances, and an inquiſitive mind, was 
known and verified. But although I freely 
acknowledge a ſuperiority of talents in other 
men,—in zealous fidelity, perſevering in- 
duſtry, vigilant attention, anxious diſinter- 
eſtedneſs, and which is ſo painful, but often- 
times ſo eſſential to the conduct of public 
affairs, ſubmiſſive patience, I will own 120 
ſuperior. I ſerved my country with the | 
moſt ardent zeal ; and had I been in the leaſt 
ſupported, nay, had I not been moſt ſhame-. 
fully neglected, I ſhould have ſerved it 
with the beſt effects. Without any vanity 
which the candid interpreters of human ac- 
tions would not approve, I am bold to de- 
clare, that, had I watched my own intereſts 
with a ſhadow of the enthuſiaſm that I ma- 
3 A nifeſted 
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nifeſted for thoſe of my country, I ſhould 
now have been elevated by proſperity to 
the pride of defiance, inſtead of being de- 
baſed by adverſity to the humility of juſti- 
fication. | 

I muſt ſubmit to my fate; and beg the 

indulgent attention of my country to this 
abſtract of the faithful hiſtory of my ſer- 
vices, and the manner in which thoſe ſer- 
vices have been rewarded ; driven to give 
ſuch, more as a juſtice due to myſelf, than 
influenced by any pique, or deſire of un- 


_ neceſſarily expoſing others to that blame, I 


have every reaſon to ſuppoſe has not un- 


ſparingly (and how undeſervedly let this 


work witneſs) been beſtowed on my pub- 
lic conduct; determined no further to diſ- 


play to public view. or curioſity, what 
may by ſome be deemed official ſecrets, 


than ſhall appear to me abſolutely requiſite 


to reſcue my own actions from undeſerved 


imputation and blame. 

It is very eſſential, for the right under- 
ſtanding the ſubject of theſe pages, to in- 
form the reader, that the Iſland of St. Vin- 
cent, from the time it had: been ceded to 


| Great Britain till the year 1776, having 


been 
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been an appendage to the Iſland of Grenada, 
the Lieutenant Governor was under the 
command of the Governor of Grenada; and 
all the contingent expences were incorpo- 
rated in the contingent account of the lat- 
ter. Governor Melville, while military 
Commander, General, and Governor in 
Chief of our conqueſts in thoſe ſeas, drew 
bills by direction of the Lords of the Trea- 
ſury on their Lordſhips, for the exigencies 
of the contingent accounts of all the Iſlands 
ceded by the peace of Paris in 1763, then 
under one government; and when theſe 
ſeveral Iſlands were erected into diſtin& 
governments, the re/peetive Governors poſ- 
| feſſed the ſame power of tranſmitting their 
contingent accounts to the Lords of the 
Treaſury, and drawing upon their Lord- 
ſhips for the amount of the ſame; and 
where the emergency of the caſes would 
not admit of their previouſſy acquainting 
their Lordſhips of the neceſſity, and occa- 
ſion of ſuch drafts, they are not barely au- 
thoriſed to make ſuch, but are poſitively di- 
rected to draw on no other perſons whatever 
but on their Lordſbips, for the ſervices of the 
A 8 cone 
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. contingent account :* and this power even 


Lieutenant Governors alſo poſſeſſed, until 
reſtrained by their Lordſhips ſubſequent di - 
rections; where, however, will be ſeen the 
power of doing this is again confirmed to, 
nay directed to be uſed by the Governors 1n 


Chief. 


In the year 1776, I then 1 in St, Vincent; 
it was the Royal Pleaſure to erect that Iſland 


into a ſeparate and independent Goyerns 


ment. | 
From the year 1772, I had had the honour 


of being the King's Lieutenant Governor of 


that Iſland, and received repeated commu- 


nications of his gracious approbation of my 


conduct during that period in terms peculi- 
arly flattering to me; many moſt honour- 


able proofs of which I could, with a juſti- | 


fable exultation, produce from my own cor- 


reſpondence with his Majeſty's t then Secre- 5 


tary. of State, (Lord Dartmouth) whoſe cha- 
racer and friendſhip areequally objects of my 
veneration and pride, as alſo with other his 
Majeſty's ſervants high in office among 


* Vice in the A” ExtraQts of their Lordſhips Mi. ef 


nutes of Nov. 1764. 


+ Vide in the Appendix, Eauads of thei Lordſhips Mi: 
nutes of July the 15th, 1766, 
theſe, 
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theſe, one ſince unhappily dead, who, whilſt 
living, enjoyed his Sovereign's eſteem ; but 
that a minute expoſition of theſe would 
{well this narrative too much, yet to ſhew 
my aſſertion not totally groundleſs, vide in 

the Appendix Extracts of theſe from the 
Secretary of State, Oct. the 5th, 17743 
April the 5th, 1775; July the 5th, 1775 
and June the 23d, 1975, from Mr. Rice. 
Surely ſuch teſtimonies, and the erecting 
afterwards St. Vincent. into a ſeparate go- 
vernment, and honouring me with the 
command of it, are unequivocal proofs that 
it was the wiſh of his Majeſty's Miniſters, 
that I ſhould carry into execution thoſe plans 
previouſly. communicated, and which I had 
been thus officially informed contained ſuch 
uſeful matter, as well deſerved, and aſſuredly 
ſhould receive, the moſt ſerious attention? 
In confirmation of this approbation, I re- 
ceived, late in June 1776, the Royal Com- 
miſſion, dated the 11th of March preceding, 
appointing me Captain General, Com- 
mander in Chief, Chancellor, Vice Admi- 
ral, &c. &c. of the Ifland of St. Vincent 
and its Dependencies. By theſe commiſ- 
ſions, I was authoriſed and directed to build 
3 forts, 
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forts, batteries, and even towns; and to do 


veſſels, to appoint Captains, &c. &c. &c. 


giving due notice to one of the principal Se- 


ious zeal to perform it. The ſtate of the 
Iſland at this period, preſented to me a ſcene 


have not been allowed to me as a juſtification for taking thoſe 


every thing that might appear to be neceſſa- 
ry for his Majeſty's ſervice, and the ſafety of 
the government committed to my charge; 
and to act in like manner with reſpect to 


Nay, to render theſe authorities ſtill more 
compleat and full, by his Majeſty's 57th 
Inſtruction, it is added, „that if any 
thing which might be of advantage to the 
Iſland ſhould occur, abt provided for by his 
Majefiy's Commiſſion, I was allowed, with the 
advice of my Council 79 take order therein, 


cretaries of State.“ * 
Thus officially qualified, I entered upon 
the ſcene of my duty with the moſt anx- 


replete with difficulties; but they ſerved 


only to quicken my deſire to conquer them; 


* The mader | 18 requeſts to obſerve here, = 3 15 
was to be ſanctioned by the advice of my Council, in the 
fulleſt exertions, even extenſions, of theſe very ample 
powers; and will be probably aſtomiſhed to find hereafter, 
that not barely this advice, but even the entreaty of that body, 


very ſteps I ſtood previouſly authoriſed by my Commiſſions 
and their Lordſhips minutes to purſae, 3 
and, 
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and, not ſuppoſing it to be in the ſcope of 
human probabilities, that I ſhould not be 
ſupported from England, in meaſures which 
had nothing leſs than the honour of my 
Sovereign, and the public good in view, 

I had not a doubt of my proving ſucceſsful. 
The new conqueſts were very different 
from our old poſſeſſions; their inhabitants of 
French extraction, and governed by French 
prejudices were, many of them, ſecretly 
hoſtile, to the Britiſh Government.* Be- 
ſides which the Iſland of St. Vincent poſ- 
ſefled accumulated diſadvantages from the 
numerous tribes of Charib Indians who oc- 
cupy a large tract of wood, mountain and 
ſea coaſt ; know the uſe of fire arms, and 
are very partial to their French neighbours 
who, as opportunity offered, or any ſecret 
defign, ſuggeſted the neceſſity, never failed 


* This inconvenience, was greater at St. Vincent than 
in the other ceded Iſlands; for though prior to their ceſſion 
to Great Britain, they were all ſubject to the Governor of 
Martinico, they had, all of them, d;ffin# Governments, and 
Governors, except St. Vincent, of which every public Ba- 
per, document, or title of its inhabitants was kept at Marti- 
nico, and every order received from thence, &c. The being 
alſo within three hours fail of the French Iſland Saint Lucie, 
which had a Governor, neceſſarily occaſioned a continual 
dangerous intercourſe with the French nation, 


do 
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To theſe may be added, large bands of run- 


and hoſtile incurſions into the ſettled coun- | 


to protect the loyal ſubjects, and awe the 


and magazines, had been found to be, and 


niſliment of many, and the continual danger of the Iſland 


to ſupply them with arms and ammunition. d 


away negroes, who, encouraged and pro- 
tected by the Charibs, made very frequent 


try, carrying off, and decoying from thence 
other negroes, to the great annoyance, and 
injury of the inhabitants. A combination 
of circumſtances which could not fail, in 
a very great degree to enhance the difficul- 
ties of my ſituation. 


To carry on the Charib war, to keep the 
Iſland in due order, and good government, 


faithleſs ones, a large military eſtabliſh- 
ment with barracks, hoſpitals, ſtorehouſes 


ſtill were, eſſentially requiſite. To preſerve ; 


$ Encouraged by the French, thay had carried on a ſevere 
war againſt the Engliſh ſettlers, which was terminated at laſt 
Juſt before my command commenced. Though to the aſto- 


ever ſince that period, the Charibs were ſuffered to evade the 
article of ſurrendering their fire arms; and were not only 
permitted to retain their canoes which are fully ſufficient for 
all neceſſary and lawful purpoſes, but were alſo ſuffered to 
keep their Pettiaguas a large ſort of craft, peculiarly adapt- 
ed for carrying on an intercourſe with the French Iſlands. 


the 
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the ſettled country from the ſecret depreda- 
tions or open attacks of the Charibs and run- 
away negroes, a chain of forts or poſts, had, 
previous to my command, been directed to 
be eſtabliſhed; and to defend the Iſland from 
the attacks of a foreign enemy, in caſe of 
war, other various and expenſive works had 
been ordered, contracted for, (and moſt of 
them begun) by Governor Mellville, Ley- 
bourne, and Governor Voung, my predeceſ— 
ſors, which were not yet compleated. 

Of artillery, arms, and ammunition there 
were no ſtores; nor a farthing of public 
money to diſcharge the crying demands of 
Government creditors, for work done on 
account of the public ſervice, due at the 
very period I entered upon my command; 
from the payment whereof in the uſual 
courſe, by the Governor of Grenada, they 
were now precluded on the Iſland of Saint 
Vincent, being ſeparated from that Go- 
vernment. The legiſlature of Saint Vin- 

cent not only refuſing the moſt minute 
aids, but were rather diſpoſed, as my com- 
miſſion and inſtruction taught me to think, 
to encroach on the rights of Government 
itſelf; while I was forbidden by the Secre- 


tary 
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tary of State, to urge in any peremprory 
manner, the payment of the 47 per cent. 
duties, out of which my own Engliſh ſa- 
lary was to be provided, leſt his Majeſty 
ſhould, on the refuſal of it, be engaged in 
a diſpute with the Aſſembly, and to avoid 
even any riſque whatever of ſuch an event : 
with a zeal for his Majeſty's ſervice, not 


very common, I voluntarily waved the de- 


tnanding a falary from the Colony, the firſt 


object a Governor is authoriſed to require; 
thus leaving myſelf, encompaſſed, as I was, 


with difficulties, and weighed down with 
the burthen of my command, without 
thoſe aids, ſo much within my reach, and 


in general ſeized with ſo much ardor, to 
aſſiſt me in conquering the firſt, or ſup- 
porting me under the preſſure of the latter. 

That the reader may form ſome idea of one 
fort of difficulty J from my firſt outſet had 
to ſtruggle with, and that not the leaſt, 


a turbulent colony, little diſpoſed to con- 
duct itſelf with order and regularity; or to 


pay due reſpect to proper authority, let 
him learn in proof of the firſt, that imme- 


diately on my receiving my commiſſion as 


Governor in chief, I was acquainted, that 


unleſs 
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unleſs I acted in conformity to the pleaſure 
of certain leaders of oppoſition, my com- 
mand and fituation ſhould be made extreme- 
1y troubleſome to me. In proof of the ſe- 
cond let him learn, that diſcourſes were 

held, and letters and advertiſements put in- 
to the Iſland newſpapers, recommending to 
the freeholders, not to chuſe any perſons 
into any new afſembly, but ſuch as would 
reſiſt granting to his Majeſty the 4 per 
cent. which, as alſo my Colony ſalary was 
withheld. Then let him turn to the ap- 
pendix, and there ſee the copies of letters 
from his Majeſty's Receiver-General of 
the quit rents, Mr, Ingram, of the 6th 
and 14th of September, 1776; and for 
proof of my temperate uſe of power and 
regard to the law, he is intreated to read my 
anſwer, dated the 15th of September, to the 
Jaſt of theſe, and which follows thoſe copies, 
Let him be told, that the coloniſts form- 
ed an affociation not to pay the quit- rent, 
at the rate the Receiver, by his inſtructions 
from the Lords of the Treaſury was di- 

rected to receive them at. 
That there was an intention to tar and 
feather him, if he would not deliver up 
his books, Fit to collect the quit rents 
at 
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at the rate the coloniſts ſet, or quit the 
Iſland. 

That affidavits of theſe facts were made to 
me, and complaints lodged in conſequence, 
and the Lords of the Treaſury's inſtruc- 
10ns to the Receiver, by him een to 
me. 

He lacing my official ſupport therein, 
and his Majeſty's miniſters directing me to 
give it him. \ 

Further, one of the moſt leading men of 
the Colony declaring in the aſſembly, that 
rather than he would ſubmit to pay the quit- 
rents at that rate (although the King had 
| ſold the lands on thoſe conditions) that he 
would go and join Gen. Waſhington's ar- 
my, then in rebellion againſt the King. 
As an addition to theſe difficulties, the 
American war was commenced ; the neigh- 
bouring ſeas began to ſwarm with Ame-. 
rican privateers, the communication with 
the Iſlands and Europe was greatly inter- 
rupted; all articles of conſumption were 
increaſing in their prices, in ſome inſtances. 
even to an enormous extent,“ and from 

the 


% 


* Ranging timber in particular, of which a large quan- 
tity was wanted to compleat and carry on the defences, and | 
other 


& 
INTRODUCTION, xv. 
the open ſupport that the inhabitants of the 
French Iſlands gave to the Americans, it ap- 
peared to me beyond a doubt, to be the deſign 
of France, to take an early opportunity to 
throw off the maſk, and openly ſupport the 
rebellion of the American continent. The 
6th regiment of foot was alſo, at this time, 
under orders to be tranſported to America, 
and the four companies of the 2d batallion of 
the both regiment, which were left to pro- 
te& the Iſland, were, even with the wretched - 

recruits who were ſent from Europe, wholly 
= inadequate to the various ſervices, which 
the circumſtances” of the Iſland ſo Powe 
ee Gemanged, + 


| Such 33 


91 public works nl balaings, 1 of wood in $62} : 
_ climates} which was ufually had from America, had riſen 
from under four pounds currency the hundred, to forty, and 
for a ſhore time, to fortyrfour pounds, ſterling, ws 
+ It will perhaps ſurprize the reader, when. he 1s 1 
ed, that, owing to the peculiar diſadvantages of the Ifland, 
there were twenty poſts which required a coptinual ſupply of 
troops. Theſe were as follow :--Oya-Rahaca,-La Colonerie, 
—Bayabou,—Byre's redoubt, —a temporary ſtation on Mr. 
Stubb's Eſtate.— Battery at Wilkie's point Calliqua bar- 
racks, —Hyde's point battery, —Lee's point battery, — Old 
woman's point battery, — Ordnance battery in the town,. 
Battery over the town, ſometimes *alled Morris's battery, 
Government-houſe, and guard- -bouſe, —Kingſton barrack,- | 


Barouli or Queen's bay,—Layou-town battery, Layou out- 


ward 


St. Vincent, when I entered upon the Go- 


mony, perfect ſecurity, and encreafing proſ- 
perity of the Colony, would give me a 


moderate ſupport had been granted to me, 
I can affert, with a confidence no way un- 


juſtified in the aſſertion, from the proſpe - 


battery and poſt on Lieut. Colonel Etherington's land. He 
bs requeſted with candour to confider how far from adequate 
| to ſuch ſervices, even in times of peuce, and internal ſecu- 
_ rity were four companies, ſuppoſing them complete, which 85 


of a er: cireumſtanced as was that then preſided over. 


xvi. tnTRODUCTION: 
Such was the ſituation of the Ifland of 


vernment of it; yet expecting, as I did, 
a proper ſupport from England, J felt not 
a doubt of ſubduing every difficulty, and 
looked forward with anticipating exulta- 
tion, to a period when the eſtabliſhed har- 


place among the moſt ſucceſsful and appro- 
ved ſervants of my country. If even a very 


becoming me, that the Iſland, with all its 
diſadvantages and dangers, would not have 
been ſnatched, as it was, from the Britiſh 
crown. Indeed, I feel myſelf more than 


rity which my adminiſtration brought upon 
it; for in ſpite of that painful variety of 
obſtacles with which I was ſurrounded, the 


ward point battery. R bellair barracks with Has les 


the returns can ſhew wasW far from being the caſe, and hom 
very inadequate theſe muſt be, in time of war, to the ſafety 


Colony 


In r nO DVC TIN. vil 
Colony flouriſhed- and ſtill flouriſhes,» 
I ſeem to have been the only victim. 

Were the bare juſtification of my public 
conduct the only object now of my con- 
cern, the foregoing remarks were unneceſ- 
ſary; and giving extracts, and in ſome in- 
ſtances, entire copies of my official letters 
to his Majeſty's miniſters, would be the 
only thing requiſite; but called, I may ſay 
compelled, to this publication, I hope 
I ſhall ſtand excuſed in going a ſtep further, 
in recurring to other documents, (the pe- 
ruſal of which, I am inclined to believe, 
will repay the trouble by gratifying the 
readers curiofity) to ſet my enthuſiaſm for 
the public in a light, the world, I fear, has 
hitherto never viewed it, and over which 
miſapprehenſion, ignorance of facts, and 
my filence hitherto, may have thrown ſhades, 
which particular malice, and miſrepreſent- 
ations will have endeavoured further to 
darken : happy by thus expoſing every part 
of my publick conduct to the brighteſt ray 
of ſcrutiny, not to feel cauſe for a bluſh, at- 


having its motives laid open, and publickly 


examined. 1 5 
4 


A c N 
« > * 


OFFICIAL LETTERS 
r . b e 


GOVERNOR MORRIS 


LORD GEORGE GERMAIN, &c. Ke. 


' PARTICULARLY REFERRED TO. 


— — r 


2 — 5 - * — — 


. SI g — — 2 - - 2 — — 
— = — — = ” — —— —— — " * i ran — — 1 a : - . p ' a — fr i — ce - 
8 7 - — — — — — * . 5 : b 
— — — — — — — .— — — 5 - o — — 2 8 — — — — — - p . 
= _ - — — — — = — 5 8 — — — - — — i — — — - — . pe — — —— — 
— — _—_— = pd — _ _ ” — te — — — — — — — — — — — — — — 


OFFICIAL LETTERS 
5 R O x 
60 vi RNOR MOR RIS 
| To. THE n1onT HONOURABLE 
ne LORDS OF THE TREASURY, 


REFERRED TO. 


+ Sc 
5 N r * 
3 
29 7 2 — ey = 3 


* 4 ig 7 3 7* 4 » 6. 7 5 * — 4 ; $45 
l » « 5 R 5 
r fee bn 7 l 991 
f * . 3 . SSS 
Wy Rog 8 3 os BY * n 3 ; 5 
2 2 „5 n 


4 


— — 
_ — — — — + — : . 
— 7 . — — 

—— — _—_ — —— — 


. AN 
ABS TRA CT 
o » 
OFFICTAL LETTERS 


VALENTINE MORRIS, Es 


Late GOoVERNOR Ant &c. &c. of the Ifland 
of Sr. VINCENT, 


To Lord GEORGE GERMAIN, 


Late SECRETARY of STATE for the AMERICAN 
DEPARTMENT *, | 


OVERNOR MORRIS 


acknowledges the receipt 
of a letter 1 Lord G. Germain, with the copy 


1776, June 27. 


* A detail of my official correſpondence with the Secretary 
of State for the American department, and the Lords of the 
Treaſury, illuſtrated by annotations, and, where neceſſary, 
by ſuch of my letters at large, as may be more particularly in- 
tereſting and explanatory, will form the moſt authentic and 
intelligent hiſtory of my public life. If it ſhould be conſidered 
as a leſs pleaſing mode of writing than might have been of- 
fered, I ſhall only obſerve that it is the moſt incontrovertible ; 
and it is not ſo much my buſineſs to amuſe as to convince. 


of 


CHE 

of aletter from Mr. Robinſon, Secretary of the 

Treaſury, to Mr. Pownal, Secretary to the Board 

of Trade *. informs his Lordſhip that the 6th 
_ Regi- 


* Extract from this letter. 
„% My Lord.—Three days ago, I had the honour of re- 
celving your Lordſhip's duplicate of the 3d of April, cover- 
ing alſo Mr, Robinſon's letter to Mr. Pownall. 
mpreſſed with the deepeſt gratitude for his Majeſty's moſt 
gracious appointment of me to the command in chief of this 
ifland, I ſhall endeavour by a moſt faithful adherence to his 
inſtructions, as ſoon as I ſhall receive them, to prove myſelf 
not wholly unworthy of the important truſt committed to my 
charge; and ſhall, agreeable to his Majeſty's pleaſure, make 
the requiſition of the 4 1-half per cent. in ſuch manner as'may 
be moſt likely to obtain the ſame, without hazarding, if poſſible 
to be avoided, the chance of a refuſal, or engaging his Ma- 
jeſty in any controverſy on that head with the Aſſembly. At 
the ſame time give me leave to aſſure your Lordſhip, that 
your communication of that being the fund from which my 
ſalary is to ariſe, gives me ſingular pain, as therefore I ſhall 
not be ſo able fully to manifeſt as I could wiſh, the difinte- 
reſted zeal of my aſſiduĩty in his Majeſty's ſervice, as that will 
now appear too much blended with my own private intereſt 
to admit of any other proof of its not operating on me, than 
what your oa J CARING may 5 to afford Gs 
&c. A 

The letter from Mr. Robinſon to Mr. Penne ſtates, That 
the Lords of the Treaſury, in obedience to the King's com- 
mands, had provided for Governor Morris's ſalary at 1200k 
per annum, to ariſe from the 4 1-half per cent. duties to be 
paid by the colony of St. Vincent ; which duties the Gover- 
nor is forbidden by the Secretary of State to inſiſt upon, leaſt 
it ſhould bring on a diſpute between his Majeſty and the Af- 
ſembly of that illand. F rom the ſame motives the Gove rnor 
* t  wolun* 


1 


Regiment of Foot was in readineſs to embark for 
North America, as ſoon as the tranſports ſhould 
arrive. 

Recommends 1n the ſtrongeſt terms, from the 
ſituation of the colony, particularly with regard 
to its unſettled ſtate, and the great number of 
Charibs, whoſe natural indiſpoſition to the Britiſh | 
Government was then greatly increaſed by the 
allotments and ſales of the lands granted by Ge- 
neral Moncton, which the Charibs had been only 
recently obliged to cede to the Crown ; that for 
ſome years, at leaſt, a confiderable body of troops 
ſhould be reſident in the iſland. | 
| Requeſts the appointment, and conſtant refi- 
dence of a Lieutenant Governor, of approved 
loyalty and zeal, for the purpoſe of watching 
over the more remote part of the iſland, and pro- 
moting the ſpeedy. kant amdot of every part 
of it. 

Entreats, that proper directions be given to 
the late Commiſſioners for the diſpoſal of lands 
in this iſland, to make returns to ſome proper 
office, of the ſeveral allotments of lands for pub- 
lic uſes; as alſo of the ſeveral grants or gifts to 


voluntarily waved the uſual demand of a ſalary from the 
iſland; ſo that, in fact, he was without any ſalary at all. 

Let the reader judge with what principles I ſet out from 
the very beginning in my public career; and let him, if he 
pleaſes, try theſe in wer ſubſequent meaſure by the ſame 
touchſtone. . 


B : charts 


1 

Charibs, Mulattoes, free Negroes, &c. of cer- 
tain tracts of lands, ſo that authentic copies may 
be lodged with the Governor for his guidanee in 
all diſputes thereupon; which would prevent an 
equal degree of confuſion and impoſition. 

Signifies, that daily eneroachments are made 
on his Majeſty's Prerogative, and alienations of 
lands take place which ſhould revert to the 
Crown, or at leaſt receive its confirmation: and, 
that no opportunity ſhould be loſt in maintaining 
a due controul over the turbulent ſpirit of licen- 
tious independence, which actuates very many 
people in the colonies... 

Recommends the furniſhing Governors of the 
feveral iſlands with complete maps of all the 
iſlands, after the example of France. Requeſts T 
an explicit anſwer with reſpect to the confirm- 
ation of grants of land made by Lieutenant Go- 
vernor Young, of Tobago, during his tempo- 
rary command of Grenada, &c. on the death of 
Governor Leybourne. | 

 Fuly 2. Acquaints Lord G. Sterns of. a 
ſcarcity of powder, that renders the ſafety of the 
iſland very precarious, and demands 200 barrels, 
with 60 ſwivels ; and ball for the block-houſes, 
and other out- -poſts ordered by Governor 
oy Vong 
States that his Majeſty has no magazine for 
powder at Kingſton; that the magazine of the 
Coloniſts is of wood, and totally out of repair, 
and 


1 
and defires inſtructions to build one of ſtone, or 
that the Board of Ordnance would direct their 
engineer to have it done. 

Continues to requeſt inſtructions how to act 
with reſpect to Governor Young's grants of 
lands, and points out the great inconvenience, 
confuſion, &c, &c. which might ariſe from a 
delay of ſuch inſtructions. 
As the town of Kingſton had been in the ut- 
moſt danger of being deſtroyed by fire, entreats 
the ſending out a fire engine, with the neceſſary 
apparatus. FEES | 

July 17. Communicates the Governor's rea- 
ſons for not diffolving the Aſſembly exiſting 
when his command commenced, under the au- 
thority of the Grenada Government; and recom- 
mends certain loyal and ref pectable men to be of 

the Council. 

July 26. Submits, in the moſt urgent and ex- 
planatory manner, two very important articles to 
the attention of Government. 1ſt. To annex the 
iſlands of Becquia, Balaſo, Canouan, Muſtique, 
&c. (the firſt almoſt adjoining to St. Vincent) to 
that Government“. adly. To make a road of com- 

| _ munication 


* Theſe iſlands were a part of the Grenadines, ſubject to, 
but very remote from Grenada, and in a great meaſure to the 
windward of it; little or no communication had with them 
from that Government; and, from the almoſt inſuperable 

Sliculten of ſerving any law proceſs there, they were almoſt | 
— Wo® | aban- 


CSI 
munication from the windward to the leeward 
fide of the iſland *. 


abandoned to a ſtate of lawleſs independence. They were, 
however, in the year 1784, agreeable to Governor Morris's 
recommendation, annexed to the land of St. Vincent, to 
their mutual advantage. 

*The preſent communication between the poſts on the 
windward and leeward fide of the iſland, comprehends a cir— 
cuitous, fatiguing, and dangerous march of above three 
fourths of the whole, to the length of 60 miles ; while the 
| Propoſed croſs road, with all its neceſſary circuits to gain 
aſcents, would not exceed 15 miles, paſling over a ridge, 
where the moſt inconfiderable block houſe, or redoubt, would 
not only prevent the Charibs from entering into any part of 
the ſettled country, but would render unneceſſary the main- 
taining the two poſts of Bayabou, and La Colonorie ; and, 
in my opinion, that of Rabaca; a very conſiderable fins 
of annual expence. The preſent road demands a moſt labo- 
rious journey of three days; andas a great part of it 18 com- 
manded by the heights in poſſeſſion of the Charibs and run- 
away Negroes, 1s very. hazardous : while the road which I 
recommended to Government, would have been paſſed in half 
a day, with eaſe and convenience ; and the whole-expence of 
making ſuch an important and uſeful paſſage, would not have 
exceeded gol. ſterling per mile. The voyage by ſea, from the 
leeward ſettled parts, and from the poſts there to thoſe at the 
_ windward, is oftentimes impraclicable; and from the contrary 
winds, currents, or calms, owing to the turns of the iſland, 
will oftentimes require a fortnight to accompliſh it, which 
renders ſuch road more requiſite. And having explored the 
Charib country at no inconſiderable riſque, ' ſometimes i in 
company with{ the ſurveyor, Lieutenant Renton, who was 
| afterwards killed in ſurveying this tract, and at other times by 
myſelf in diſguiſe, I may venture to give that kind of opinion 
which ariſes from perſonal information, 


Offers 


3 
Offers ſome immediate examples of the vio- 
lent conduct of the Charibs againſt the ſettlers, 
which would have been obviated by the exiſtence 
of ſuch a road. DI: 

Requeſts the appointment of a Poſt-maſter. . 

Auguſt 8. Gives information of having called 
a new Aſſembly ; and ſtates the arrival of a ſloop 
with a party of ſoldiers from Grenada, to enforce 
the payment of taxes to be collected in the iſlands 
of Becquia, Balaſo, &c. &c. 

Urges the immediate ſending out ſtores, ammu— 
nition, entrenching tools, and military imple- 
ments, Points out the extreme want of all theſe 
articles; the length of time that want had ſub- 
ſiſted: and the dangerous conſequences to the 
ſafety of the iſland, of its continuance and in- 
creaſe. 

States the Governor's intention to ſet about the 
immediate repair of forts, gun-carriages, &c. 
& *. and recommends, in the ſtrongeſt manner, 
a compliance with the petition of Mr. Byres to 
the Lords of the Treaſury +, 
This notification of ſome of the things neceſſary, and 
intended to be done, was as early as it well could be, and 


ſurely, never having been forbid, authoriſes the having had 
them done, - | 0 
+ This gentleman was employed for ten years by the Com- 
miſſioners to lay out and ſurvey the ceded iſlands, &c, He 
petitioned the Lords of the Treaſury to be appointed Surveyor 
5 Seneral of the iſland of St. Vincent, with a ſmall ſalary: an 
B 4 755 office, 


September 6. Signifies the Governor's obedi- 
ence to the Secretary of State's injunction not to 
enforce the 4 1-half per cent. duties, if he thought 
it might produce any diſpute between his Ma- 
jeſty and the Aſſembly ; and that in conſequence 
he had not enforced to the new Aſſembly the 
raiſing thoſe duties, or made any e ſor a 
colony ſalary for himſelf *. 

Urges, from a variety of reaſons, the addition 
of Members to the Aſſembly; and gives a long 


| laborious detail of the neceflity of other regu- 
lations for the welfare and tranquillity of the 


iſland, as well as the Asgity of his Majeſty's 


government . 
Oftober 


office, as he would have diſcharged it, that muſt have proved 


of infinite advantage to the colony ; .as being deprived of his 
abilities, (for his petition was not attended to) has involved, 
and will long involve individuals of the colony in diſputes 
about their boundaries, and the exact limits of his Majeſty's 
ſales, grants, temporary conceſſions, and juſt poſſeſſions. 

* Vide, in the Appendix, the extract from the Secretary 
of State's letter to me of the 5th of September, where the pro- 


| miſe of the continuation to me of the poſt, and of courſe 
falary of Lieutenant Governor, until the colony enabled his 


Majefty to otherwiſe provide me one, ſeemed to me too ſo- 
lemn to doubt the performance, and dictated by motives too 
honourable to me not to be indulged in making it known; 
and too equitable for me not to lament its not Banne been 


fulfilled. 


+ The large tract ceded by BY Charibs, a part of the iſland, 


riſing very faſt into cultivation and population, became extra- 
mr and unreprefented in the Aſſembly: a circum- 


ſtance 


1 

October 13. Notices the failing of the 6th 
regiment of foot for America, and continues to 
urge the moſt eſſential neceſſity of a conſiderable 
military force for the preſervation of the iſland. 

_ Recommends, it poſſible, the ſending out 
German recruits, inſtead of the refuſe of gaols, 
London ſtreets, &c. &c. 

October 23. Acknowledges the arrival of the 
| Blenheim tranſport, with recruits for the iſland 
of Jamaica, in a moſt miſerable ſtate of fever, 
gaol diſtemper, and ſmall pox ; and the ſucceſs- | 
ful care that was taken of them by the Gorer. 
nor's particular directions. 

Re- urges, in the ſtrongeſt manner, iſt. A 
conſiderable military force. 2d. An immediate 
ſupply of ordnance, ſtores, &c. &c. 3d. His 
Majeſty's inſtructions for another pariſh or pa- 
riſhes. 
Recapitulates the principal ſubjects of former 


letters, ſuch as the road of communication, 


&c. &c. 
| December 4. Explains the interruption to pub- 
lic bufineſs, from the reſtrained number, as well 
as the diſperſed and diſtant refidence of the 
Couneil; and entreats his Majeſty 8 Mandamus 
to admit certain perſons into the Council, or in- 


Jann which furniſhed its inhabitants with an excuſe ah they 
thould not contribute towards the public expences ; awaken- 
ing that popular maxim, that taxes can only be levied. 1 in 
conſequencs of repreſentation. 
| ; Wu 
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inſtructions to nominate proper perſons, when- 
ever the number of Counſellors on the iſland 
ſhall fall ſhort of nine * +. 


February 9, 1777. Acknowledges the arrival 


of a fire engine, &c. and what ammunition was 
brought by the ftore-fhip Nottingham 4. 


Demands 


„The nature of the country, the badneſs of roads, the 


overflowing of rivers, the ſudden ſtorms, &. &c. frequently, 
and oftentimes very unexpectedly, prevented the attendance 


of Counſellors on their duty, when ſuch attendance was ef- 


ſentially neceſſary to form a Council, 


+ Here, in its place, let me call the reader's attention to 


the copies of my letter to Capt. Ardeſoif, and his anſwer to 


me of the 2gth of December, and that of mine to Admiral 
Young of the 31ſt, in the Appendix, to ſhew how uſefully I 
had already eſtabliſhed private connections in the French 


iſlands, thereby to get intelligence, and how affiduouſly, early 


and ſpeedily, I made uſe of theſe for his Majeſty's ſervice, 


even in objects in no wiſe within the limits of my peculiar at- 
tention; for Bequia, nay, indeed, all the Grenadines, were 


under Ks} e Government. 
1 Extracts from this letter. 
«< On taking poſſeſſion of my command as Lieutenant Go- 


vernor of this iſland, in 1773, I found a ſhameful and dan- 


gerous deficiency of every article of ammunition, and every 


branch of defence of the iſland ; ſuch as batteries and forts 
without guns, magazines, or houſe for even a gunner to 
remain in; others wanting great repair; not / gun car- 


riages on the iſland that would bear the weight of the gun, 


much leſs permit it to be fired ; ſeveral without any ball of a 
proper fize for them; and all the balls in the iſland, if col- 
lected together, not ſufficient to have furniſhed any one battery 


or fort with tuo hours ſupply, in caſe of neceſſity; and a 
ſcarcity 


4m 1 
Demands, in the moſt urgent manner, further 
ſupplies of ammunition, 


ſcarcity of powder f in proportion. Of all theſe things, I re- 
peatedly acquainted General Leybourne, the Commander in 
Chief, and Governor Young, on General Leybourne's de- 
ceaſe, and ſtrongly remonſtrated on theſe wants.“ | 
Until the arrival of this tore-ſhip Nottingham, no ſtores, 
&c. have been forwarded to this iſland ; and our wants have 
increaſed to ſuch a degree, as long ſince to have obliged me 
to omit all ſalutes, even though a French frigate came with 
proper officers to notify the appointment of Monſ. D' Argoes 
to the Government of Martinico; to omit even the morning 
and evening gun; and has ſubjected us to the inſults of Ame- 
rican privateers, cruiſing perpetually round, and cloſe to the 


iſland, and even landing among the Charibs, &c. &c. 


„ The recruits that have from time to time come out to this 
iſland for the Goth regiment, have alſo come witbout arms; 


thoſe they ſhould have brought out, having been ſent to An- 


tigua, the head quarters of the regiment ; ſo that even the 
deficiency of muſkets for the ſoldiers has been ſhameful, and 
has drained me of every tolerable one of thoſe left here at the 
end of the Charib war. And even now the return from ſome 
of the poſts where there are from 20 to 30 men, marks three 
firelocks only to be fit for ſervice.” | 
I trouble your Lardſhip with a ſlate of all the ſtores the 
iſland has on it, with the requiſition I thought myſelf obliged _ 
to make, and under the ſame view will appear the inadequate 


ſupply the Nottingham has brought out ; in which, no regard 


ſeems to have been paid by the Board of Ordnance to the 
requiſition,” 

«+ Your Lordſhip will, I am ſure, praiſe rather than blame 
the warmth of that zeal which prompts me to entreat you never 
to quit the object of ſupply to this iſland, of that ammunition 


and thoſe ſtores, the liſt of which is again forwarded, and 


which admits of no delay in being ſent out, but at the riſh of 
the very exiflence of this colony, 


States 


C18} 

States the incurſion of well-armed bands of run- 
away Negroes; and, that though a Militia Law 
was paſſed, and the people zealous to defend 
themſelves, there were not any arms to put in 
their hands, Z 

February 11. Complains of the great incon- 
veniencies that ariſe from the want of ſmall 
cruizers to take the American privateers. 

Mentions an event which proved the great in- 
convenience of ſome of the remote Grenadines 
remaining annexed to the Grenada government, 
and the neceſſity of joining them to St. Vincent. 

Explains the Governor's ſecret communica- 
tions with the French iſlands, and foretels the 
dehigns of France,* 


Offers 


* Extracts from this letter, 

* I muſt remark to your Lordſhip, that the French pride, 
touched to the quick with our ſucceſſes againſt them laſt war, 
makes almoſt every individual in their iſlands rejoice in every 
ſucceſs of the Americans againſt his Majeſty's arms; induces 
them to publiſh in their gazettes every American lye, and 
even to forge others for them ; and to furniſh them in the 

moſt open manner, with every aſſiſtance poſſible ; not openly 
avowed indeed by their governors, but aſſuredly more than 
winked at by them, With theſe prevailing diſpoſitions, 
which are encouraged by the very numerous reinforcements 
to their military force arriving in almoſt every ſhip, amount» 
ing to much more than barely recruiting it; by the arrival 
of ſeveral ſhips of war, and by moſt if not all of their mer- 
chant ſhips'coming out uncommonly armed, and manned, 
your lordſhip muſt not doubt, if unfortunate events fhould 
| IE un» 
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Offers a melancholy picture of the recruits ar- 
rived from Europe. + 

Recommends that not leſs than two ales 
be ſtationed at St. Vincent's ; declares the iſland 
cannot be fafe at that period with leſs, and expreſſes 

a with that one of them might be Germans or 
Coikciita to be recruited n their ne 
countries. 

The reader is earneſtly requeſted to tecollect 
how fatally prophetic and true this poſitive de- 
claration proved: and not to wonder that for 
want of any thing like this force, (which pro- 
bably the extenſiveneſs and greater importance 
of other ſervices might render difficult at that 
preciſe period to afford that iſland) the licentious 
turbulency of ſome of the coloniſts could not be 
repreſſed, nor the co-operating aid of the colony 
at large, in its own defence be enforced ; the 

poſts neceſſary for its ſafety could not properly 


unhappily attend his Majeil y's arms in North America, that 
the maſk would be : Inflauitly thrown off, which is now with 
diſficulty kept on.“ 

Sorry am J to lengthen this long letter, by complaining 
to your Lordſhip that the recruits which have been ſent out 
theſe laſt twelve months, are, in general, the very ſcum of 
the earth. The ſtreets of London muſt have been ſwept of 
their refuſe, and the jails emptied to furniſh ſuch recruits ; 
lamp-lighters, gipſies, &c. &c. many nearly ſuperannuated, 
others too diſabled to bear arms, and diſcarded from former 
regiments for ſuch diſabilities, are ſent out to form that de- 
fence the coloniſts are to look yp to for their ſecurity,” 


be 


E 
be garriſoned, nor a force in any wiſe adequate 
to the danger be collected for its defence at the 
critical moment of exiſting danger. 

February 13. Inclofes a copy of the ſtores for- 
merly requeſted for the iſland, but never ſent 
out, and now tranſmitted to Lord Townſhend. 

Urzges a diviſion of the very large pariſh of St. 
George: Strongly recommends the addition of 
two or four members to the aſſembly, and pro- 
poſes an augmentation of the counctl for the 
reaſons already named, : 
By turning to the appendix to the letter of 
Captain Morſe of the 1ſt of March, the reader 
may ſee how many pieces of artillery were defi- 
cient, 

How all the batteries (two only excepted) had 
neither magazines or guard houſes. 

How all the gun carriages. throughout the 
iſland were decayed and unſerviceable ; and al- 
though the duty of my poſt required, my zeal 
prompted, and the orders from the Secretary of 
State peremptorily directed me to ſupply and 
remedy all theſe, yet afterwards, my doing it, 
to prevent our enemies then hovering over our 
coaſts, taking advantages of theſe wants, and 
which J thereby happily at times effected, was 
alledged as precipitancy in me, and as not being 
properly authoriſed, and the expence I was un- 
avoidably put to in giving ſecurity to the colony, 
is to this hour refuſed to be repaid me, 

3 March 


Ul 
] 
4 
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March 5. Relates the incurſions of runaway 
negroes, their number, ſtrength, and danger, 
with the account of an expedition againſt them, 
when they were driven to their heights and faſt- 
neſſes, their huts deſtroyed, &c. &c. 

States that the negroes were particularly aided, 
and completely armed by the Charibs: 

Re-infiſts that two regiments are neceſſary for 
the exiſtence of the colony, and with that force, 
Governor Morris pledges himſelf to protect it 
againſt its enemies, and to ſettle it in ſuch a 
manner, as in three years to allow of one of the 
regiments being withdrawn.“ 

March 6. States that a veſſel which had been 
expreſsly ſent to Martinique, was returned with 
eight fine Britiſh ſeamen, which were thus reſ- 
cued from being forced into the American ſer- 


vice, which had been the. misfortune of many. 


Notifies alſo, that Governor Morris had fixed an 
agent there, to reſcue all ſuch in future, with 


* Aſter ſeveral hazardous attempts fince the peace, to dg 
with leſs than two regiments in the iſland of St. Vincent, 
Government, to maintain its tranquillity, were forced to ſend 
back troops after it had ordered ſuch from thoſe ſeas-; nay, 
ſo urgent was the neceſfity, that until troops could arrive 
from Europe, the neighbouring colonies, even in the time of 
newly reſtored outward peace, were obliged to lend part of 
their forces to bring back, and retain in any ſubjection, the 
turbulent inmates of that iſland, the Charibs, then rendering 
its ſafety. extremely hazardous. 


his. 


(699 
his deſign of charging the ſame in the contingent 
account. 

Mentions an intention to fit out a cruiſing 


floop to protect the iſland from ſmall American 


privateers, and to cut off the ſiniſter practices of 
the French with the Charibs and n, 


Negroes “. 


Gives notice of 22 American privateers, fitting 
out at Martinique, and 15 others, on a cruize, 
from 12 to 20 guns. 

Adds an account of prizes carried into Marti- 
nique, and of the determined manner in which 


the French afford ſupport to the Americans. 


March 19. States the encreaſing force and 
boldneſs of the runaway negroes, god encloſes 


an act of Aſſembly to encourage the taking them. 


March 25. Relates the effects of a trouble- 
ſome negotiation with the Charibs, in order to 


feparate them from the runaway en er which 
ſucceeded at that time. 


Requeſts light cannon to be carried by miles 
for annoying the runaway negroes, + and gives 


notice of a meditated attack upon them. 


* Strange to ſay, yet true, I cannot at this hour obtain 
repayment of expenditures, ſo uſeful, and incurred only in 
conſequence of active zeal, and in conformity with the expreſs 
entreaties of my council, exprefling the imminent danger of 


the colony, and entreating the meaſure. 


+ This requiſition to Government was occaſioned by an 
article of intelligence in the Engliſh news-papers, which 
mentioned that a ſmall kind of cannon, portable by horſes, 


had been caſt in Scotland for the American ſervice, 
States 


Br 

States the advantageous confequences of the 
Governor's connections in the French iſlands; 
having, at times, been able to furniſh the Ad- 
miral then on that ſtation, and his Officers, 
with liſts of the numbers, force, readineſs for 
ſea, and deſtination of moſt of the American pri- 
vateers ſuffered to be fitted out in their iſlands, 

Infiſts on the abſolute neceſſity of fitting out a 


ſloop for the protection of the iſland, and that 


the expences incident thereto will be charged * 
the contingent account“. 

Suggeſts the reaſonableneſs of ae his 
expences for ſecret intelligence to the contingent 
bill; ſtates how inconfiderable a ſum would ſuf- 
fice for that purpoſe ; and re-urges the neceſſity 


of forming new pariſhes, and fixing additional 
Members to the Council and Aſſembly. 


March 31. Contains very material articles of 
intelligence relative to the French iflands and 
American privateers; informs Government of 


the continued ſupport given to the latter by the 


* The reader is requeſted to obſerve, not here only, but 
how often before, and again afterwards, in full conformity 
with the minutes of the Lords of the Treaſury of 1964, I 
point out the neceſſity of this meaſure, and my intention of 
adopting it ; which, although never at thoſe periods objected 
to, and the fame in order to give time to be objected to if 
thought wrong, not put in practice until ſome conſi derable 
time after, has lately been held out as an article of expendi- 
ture I ought not to have incurred, ought not to be allowed, | 


and for which at this hour I have never been paid. 


C | French 


2 

French, and that many perſons of that nation 
obtain commiſſions under American titles, 
& c. &c. 5 

Relates the ſubſtance of a conference held, at 
- particular time, between the French Governor 
of Martinique and the American Agent there. 
States the Placart iſſued from Martinique for 


encouraging the ſettlement of the iſland of Tri- 


nity *, belonging to Spain. Propoſes the em- 
ployment of fimilar means to induce the inhabi- 
tants of Saint Vincent, ſeveral of whom manifeſt 
a diſpoſition to remove thier, 8 to remain in the 
iſland. 

. Repeats the intention of putting an 
armed veſſel in commiſſion, for the protection 
of the colony. 

States that the Portia Government floop v was 
taken by an American cruizer, and carried into 
Martinique; that, on its being demanded, the 
French Governor's conduct was at firſt only eva- 
ſive, but afterwards poſitive againſt the ſubjects 
of Great Britain; and that the perſons ſent to 
demand the delivery of the ſloop, were ill treated 
to a very heinous degree, by the inhabitants of 


* I thought the ſituation of that Iſland, although far 


from my government, and what was going on there, of ſo 
much importance to his Majeſty's Miniſters to be apprized of, 
that, at ſomę expence to myſelf, I encouraged a confidential 
*- perſon to go and ſtay there ſome time, purpoſely to furniſh 
me, and who afterwards did, with that information I wanted, 


Marti- 
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( 19 ) 
Martinique, and the Americans there, with 3 im- 
punity. | 
Relates further, that theſe perſons, having 
certain intelligence of an intention. to capture 
them on their return to St. Vincent's, and of 
carrying them priſoners to America, were ob- 
liged to hire a foreign flag of truce for their ſafe 
conveyance. | 4 
Gives information, that in the courſe of a few 
days 400 fail of ſhips left Martinique, which was 
ſuppoſed to be in conſequence of an order 
brought by an expreſs packet, to diſpatch moſt 
of the European veſſels, whether loaded or not. 
That fix men of war of the line, and four fri- 
gates, convoying a few other ſhips, were ſeen off 
the Canaries, ſteering for theſe latitudes. 


That parties of ſoldiers at Saint Pierre are 
0 publicly employed in ſearching for, and carry- 
1C ing on board the American cruizers, any of their 
a- hands who eſcape from thank, or try to 125 their 
ts ſervice. 
to That there are at leaſt fifty privateers belong- 
ed ing to, or rendezvouſing in Martinique and 
of Saint Lucie, and that ſome very confiderable 
perſons among the French are owners of, or 
ye ſharers in many of them; names thoſe perſons.* 
of, * 
3 : 3 How I called on the French Governor for reſtitution 
«4 and indemnification for injuries and affronts done to my So- 


vereign, let my letters to the Governors of St. Lucie and of 


[U1- C 2 _ Marti 


. 
May 14. Contains the detail of an aQive, ha- 
zardous, but ſucceſsful expedition of three 
weeks, undertaken by the Governor in perſon, 
againſt the runaway Negroes“. 
May 20. Acknowledges the receipt of a letter 
from Lord George Germain, containing a decla- 
ration of his Majeſty's moſt gracious approbation of 
Governor Morris's condufto. 
States that a conſiderable number of the Cha- 
ribs were gone to Martinique for arms and am- 
munition. 
That the Rattleſnake privateer was cruiſing 
off the harbour ; and that, from the annoyance 
received by American cruiſers, the Governor 
was determined to grant cruiſing commiſſions to 
"+ hs. 


Martinique, Monfieur Joubert, and Count d'Argous teſtify, 
extracts of which will be found in the Appendix, in date 
April the yth of this year, Lord George 'Germaine's letter 
to me, in the Appendix of the 5th of February, received 
about this time, will ſhew how his Lordſhip concurred with 
bis predeceſſor, Lord Dartmouth, in the variety and impor- 

rtance of my diſpatches, and of my conduct with regard to 
my having waved enforcing my getting a colony ſalary, 
Let the copy in the Appendix of the Speaker's letter to. 
me of the th of this month, May, ſhew how perfectly that 
Body approved my conduct therein, and how ſolemnly it 
pledged irfelf to give me every aſſiſtance towards an accom- 
pliſhment of that buſineſs. 

7 Does not this official communication of the King) s gra- 
'cious approbation, fully ſanctify all the meaſures already 
taken by him, as well as thoſe which Miniſters Rad been ad- 
viſed were intended to be taken? . 


( 21 ) 
the Captains of three or four veſſels employed in 
thoſe ſeas, &c. e. 
That there are ſmall craft cruiſing to intercept 
the Charibs in their return with arms, &c. from 
Martinique. 


Re- urges the neceffity of a Soft- houſe at 
. 


June 12. Contains a very particular account 


of a ſecond very laborious expedition againſt the 
runaway Negroes, which alſo proved ſucceſsful, 
without any loſs of men on the po of Govern- 
ment, 
Suggeſts very much at large the means of 
finally ſubduing them, and keeping the Charibs 
in a future ſtate of obedience, which would en- 
ſure the peace and proſperity of the colony. 
Again remonſtrates on the inadequacy of the force 
on the iſland, to inſure its exiflence as a colony, 
Laments that, in ſpite of every precaution, 
the Charibs landed within their own limits, dur- 
ing the dark nights, from twenty-two large 
petteagers7 to the amount, according to good in- 
formation, of five or ſix hundred ſtand of arms ! 
| Relates that two large Guinea men, a Jamaica 
man, two ſhips of the Cork fleet, and a _ 
were taken, and carried into Martinique. 


That the Oliver Cromwell , n vob 


vateer, was taken by 9 Majeſty's op the 
Beaver, as 
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Fune 21. States that Mr.. Reſolve Smith is 
taken into cuſtody, according to orders from Go- 
vernment at home. 325 

July 8. Gives notice that Mr. Smith is to 
take his trial for treaſonable correſpondence, &c, 

Acknowledges the arrival of the Rore-ſhip 
St. Helena, with ſundry ſtores. 

States the great precautions uſed by the Go- 
vernor, in granting commiſſions to cruize againſt 
the Americans. 7 

Relates ſome additional ſucceſſes againſt the 
runaway Negroes, a | 

Deſcribes the indiſpoſition of the Aſſembly to 

emancipate at the public expence, and thus to 
ſupport the Governor in the engagements he had 
made with, the Chiefs of certain runaway Ne- 
groes, by whoſe aid and addreſs, the advantages 
obtained were not attended with the loſs of blood 


| 
! 


1 life. 
i OY States the conduct of ther new French General, 
il and that, notwithſtanding his proclamations to 
4 the contrary, the American cruizers carry their 
| | | captures into the harbour of Saint Pierre, where 
.- there were upwards of ſeventy Engliſh ſailors in 
if gaol. 


Promiſes to acquaint An Young) who i is 
daily expected at St. Vincent's, of the ſame, that 
he may claim them. 

Relates that the Rattleſnake, Ants pri- 
vateer, had taken a ſpow bound from London 
Wy 1 and 
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WJ. 3 
and Cork to Grenada, and landed the crew four 
leagues to the leeward of Kingſton. 

July 8. Intimates the apprehenfions of the 
Governor, that the Aſſembly will be hoſtile to 
the meaſures of Government, and ſuggeſts ſome 
very important regulations *. 

July 19. Confirms the opinions of the former 
letter. States that the Aſſembly refuſe to give 
the four Negro Chiefs their freedom, and act in 


ſuch manner, that the Governor proveges them 


for ſix weeks ＋. 

* The ſubſequent conduct of chat wy. ſhew how fatally 
juſt theſe apprehenſions were. 

+ The promiſe which I had ſolemnly given to theſe Chiefs, 
was in the nature of a capitulation, for the ſurrender of them- 
ſelves and bands, and other ſervices; and I was authorized 
in making this engagement, by the carte blanche the Legi- 
| Nature gave me, in order to prevail on me to go out in perſon 

againſt the runaway Negroes, when it thought the very exiſ- 
tence of the colony depended on their ſuppreſſion. The 
Council approved of my engagements, and recommended the 
Aſſembly to enable me to fulfil them, which the latter refuſed. 
However, to ſave the colony from the ill conſequences of 
ſuch a refuſal, and preſerve the honour of Government, I 
| myſelf received two, and took them to the indulgent treat- 
ment of my own houſe. In the ſame manner I placed a third 
on my own eſtate, gave him a houſe and tract of land, and 
freedom from all ſervitude to me, though, without the Act 
which the Aſſembly had refuſed, ſuch freedom could not be 
abſolute. The fourth of theſe Negroes had already been ſold 
to a planter, which determined me to le the meaſures I did 
with reſpect to the reſt, _ 


Cs! | States 


E 
States that the Marquis de Bouille has forbid 
the Americans from carrying their prizes into 
Saint Lucie; but that ſuch prohibition is con- 
trived in no ſmall degree to be evaded, 
Complains that the Engliſh fleet has not been 
twelve days, during the laſt twelve months, 10 
thoſe ſeas, 

Relates further i important ſucceſſes againſt the 
Tunaway Negroes. 

Auguſt 1. Acknowledges a letter from Lord 
| George Germain, prohibiting, for the preſent, 
the granting any more commiſſions to cruize 
againſt the Rebels. 

Deſcribes the increaſe, audacity, and ſucceſs 
of American privateers, with their boaſting 
of French protection, and urges the neceſſity of 
ſome force to repel them. 

Auguft 18, Recites the contents of a letter of 
the Marquis de Bouillè to Governor Morris, on 
his requiſition that no Engliſh ſubjects ſhould be 
detained by the American Rebels, 

States very much at large, the open and active 
ſupport given by the French to the Americans; 
mentions the arrival of the Bien-Renommèe Tr 
gate, and gives an accurate account of the ſtores 
and numerous troops at Martinique, with other 
im portant intelligence“ * 


Sep- 
* Whether I relied too much on my own judgment, as to 

we nature, number, and ſituation of the battery, and other de- 
| fences 


( 25 ) 

September 6. Anſwers, in the fulleſt manner, 
the objections of the Secretary of State, to his 
alarming repreſentations of the dangers of the 
colony. Vide Letter, No. I. 

September 16, Recommends, ith great ear · 
neſtneſs, ſeveral matters of interior regulation. 
Incloſes a copy of an intercepted letter from a 


perſon, authorized by a Member of Congreſs, to 


Bingham, their Agent at Martinique, which 
proves the great encouragement given by the 
French to the American cauſe. | 
Relates the ſecret information received of the 
deſign of the Americans to cut out of Kingſton 
Bay, two privateers brought in ſome days before, 


in conſequence of which, the defign was fruſ- 


trated ; as alſo an intention to land in a defence- 
leſs bay of the iſland to carry off | nejeroes ; and 


fences neceſſary 5 the Protect 8 the then; or added 
otherwiſe, and conſulted thereon thoſe whoſe profeſſion, ſupes 
rior knowledge, and poſts, made them moſt competent judges, 
and whether I was precipitate in ordering ſuch, even after 
the neceſſity of them had been eſtabliſhed ; or, on the con» 


trary, had previous eſtimates of the expence, and the agree. 
ments made on the beſt terms, after due advertiſements: to 
progyre the cheapeſt, even requeſting, the . commanding en- 


gineer's opinion thereon, before the parties propoſals werd 
finally agreed to, let the engineer's letters to me of thg 


| Icth of Auguſt and the 15th of September, and mine to him 


of the 8th and 28th of September (all in the Appendix) 
teſtify, 


that 


( 26 ) 
that the Americans have been tampering with 
the Charibs “. 

Communicates ſeveral neceſſary meaſures taken 
by the Governor reſpeCting interior affairs +, 

October 22, Relates the accidental blowing up 
and deſtruction of the wooden block houſe at 
Fort Guildford, and the Governor's intentions s of 
immediately rebuilding the ſame. 

November 9. Declares that none of the Juſtices 


would attend the Seſſions, to try Mr, Reſolve 


* By the commanding engineer's letter of the 23d of this 
month, will be ſeen, the total defenceleſs ſtate of one of the 


principal ports of the iſland; the neceſſity and great utility of 


a buttery I had directed to be conſtructed ; how uſeleſs was 
one of the batteries formerly made, for the defence of the prin- 
cipal town and port in the iſland, for want of a guard-houſe 
and magazine. The ſame letter alſo points out, how ſimilar 
defects rendered eq vally uſeleſs moſt of the other batteries then 
on the and. In remedying theſe defects, I was as indefati- 
gable and ſucceſsful, as I have been unfortunate, in never 
being repaid the expences I thereby unavoidably incurred. 

Let the letter from the ſame gentleman, of the 25th, wit- 


neſs ſtill further conſiderable deficiencies of guns, and his con- 


eurring in the propriety of the defences 1 had before approved 


df and ordered, 


The copy of my letter of the 6th of October, to the Com- 
miſſary (to be found in the Appendix) will ſuew my vigilance, 
not to let the ſlighteſt abuſes creep into the charges againſt | 
Government. | 

4 See in the Appendix, i in the extract from my letter to the 
Secretary at War, dated the 20th inſtant, how deficient 'the 


troops were in arms, and how urgent I was to have this er 


r remedied. 
Smith 


3 . . ˙ . - "OP"... 


( 27 ) 
Smith, for treaſonable correſpondence ; ſo that 
a new venire was obliged to be iſſued to hold the 
Seſſions at a future day, 

States the iſſuing of a new Commiſſion of the 
Peace, and laments the ciſpoſition of the Iſland 
to oppoſe his Majeſty's rights on all occaſions, 

Earneſtly recommends the ſending out a pro- 
per perſon as Chief Juſtice, or Chief Baron, un- 
connected with the Iſland; alſo orders to en- 
creaſe the number of the Council and Aſſembly. 

States that Captain Grandidier, of the both 
regiment, at Antigua, had written to Colonel 
Etherington, in command at Saint Vincent's, to 
ſend him three Officers; which requiſition the 
ſtate of the Colony forbid the Governor to com- 


ply with. 


Nov. 13. Relates, in a very refs manner, 
the. informal and illegal conduct of ſuch Mem- 
bers of the Aſſembly as were left, by their more 
moderate colleagues, to carry on their Irregular 
buſineſs, which is deſcribed, 

Nov. 20. Anſwers Lord 88 Germain on 
the ſubject of ſome miſrepreſentation. Vide 
part of Letter, No. II. 

Dec. 4. Communicates an account of French 
troops and ſhips arrived at Martinique, and that 
others are expected; with the number of troops 

res information that fix pelratood lately put 
to ſea from Martinique, and that 14 more are 


pre · 


( 28 ) 
preparing to go, to intercept our Weſt India 


fleet. 

Notifies the aifolution of the Aﬀembly. 

Dec. 5. Contains very urgent remonſtrances 
on the ſubje& of Grants, &c. Vide Letter, 
No. III. 

Dec. 17. On French conduct, &C TIO 
Letter, No. IV. 

Dec. 27. On the deficiency of ſtores, tov. 
Vide Letter, No. V.“ 

January 


* The candid reader, before he further purſues the thread 
of my official correſpondence, is requeſted to advert to ſome 
of the difficulties, which, during the year 1777, beſet me! in 
the execution of the duties of my poſt, 

The militia bill, long witheld in the Aſſembly, 8 
paſſed there, contained, among other things derogatory to 
the King's prerogative, a clauſe to make the conſent of the 
Aſſembly neceſſary for calling it out: another limiting its 
Kay out, notwithſtanding any emergency, and fixing the H- 
mits beyond which it ſhould not paſs; and theſe limits far 
| ſhort of even the King's lands and Charib boundary, where 
probably its preſence would be moſt wanting. | 
The Aſſembly refuſed to allow of exemptions from militia 
| duty to any of his Majeſty's revenue officers, &c. &c. 

Public declarations held, that it was no'part of the duty 
of a militia to be called out to ſuppreſs inſurrections or in- 
curſions of either runaway rebellious Negroes, or Charib 
violence ; that this was the duty of the : ſoldiery alone, who 
were paid for it. 

That as the Coloniſts kad bought their eſtates from the 
Crown, the King was obliged to protect them in their poſ- 
ſeſſion of them, and they not obliged to quit their employ- 
ments to go on ſuck ſervices, 


: Refuſing 


( 29 ) 

January 2, 1778. Acknowledges Lord George 
Germain's communication of his Majeſty's gracious 
approbation of the Governor's conduct. Offers obſer- 
vations on the ſtrange, contradictory conduct of 
the 


- Refaling to build a public . 

Almoſt every perſon on the Iſland properly qualified, re- 
fuſing to accept commiſſions as Barons of the Exchequer. 

Declaring they would have no ſuch Court. 

When, at laſt, by indefatigable pains of the Governor, it 
was eſtabliſned; the Preſident of the Council alſo appointed 
Cbief Baron,  harangued the Court againſt the neceſſity and 


utility of ſuch Court, prejudging the cauſes then about te 


be brought before the Court, by deelaring, from his ſeat on 
the bench, * That the King could not have @ verdict in any of 
« them, declaring he never would alter his opinion thereon.” 
The Court, however, being eſtabliſhed, application was 
made by the Aſſembly to the Governor, to direct a Noli Pro- 


ſequi of the ſuits to be brought thereon, that Body declaring 


both the ſuits, 'and au ſuch Court, apes. Vide the 


Application. 


On the Governor (as in 1 duty bound) refuſing this a com- 


mon purſe made to withſtand ſuch ſuits, and intimidating 


thoſe willing to ſubmit to the authority of the Court, 
Verdicts in confequence given againſt the Crown in every 


quit - rent cauſe brought in the Court, and a decifion that the 


Receiver General ſhould receive theſe at the rate fixed by 

the Court, and not at that directed by the King' s in- 

ſtructions. 

Members of the Council * from the Board to 

fruſtrate the holding Courts of Errors on ſuch deciſions, 
Objections made at the Council by Mr, Crook, one of its 


Members, to the King's Governor's preſence in a Court of 


Error, on the ground that he had refuſed to grant a Ne#t 
8 0 I | Proe 


( 30 

the Aſſembly. Notifies = loſs of the King's 
ſloop employed in carrying ſtores to the out- 
poſts of the iſland. Repeats the audacious and 
hoſtile conduct of the French, and offers propo- 
fitions for the protection of the Iſlandé. 

Jan. 15. States that, contrary to all evidence, 
Mr. Reſolve Smith was acquitted of the charge 
of writing contumacious and rebellious Let- 
ters, &c. 


Proſegui of thoſe cauſes; this objection made, notwith- 
ſtanding his Majeſty's inſtructions direct, that © No Court of 
„Error. ſhould be held without the Governor, whilft he ſhould 
be within his Government. 

A Mr. R. Smith fully proved, hip his own intercepted 
letters, to have carried on a treaſonable correſpondence with 
his Majeſty's enemies, yet adjndged unanimouſly by the 
Council as guilty * of a e and committed only 
for ſuch, | 

Bail only of zol. currency, or about 91, ſterling, take 
privately by the Magiſtrates, for the appearance of a Charib 
Chief, notoriouſly inimical to his Majeſty, and he diſcharged, 

although ſtood committed by the Council for ſhooting at, with 
deſign to kill, two of bis Majeſty's ſoldiers ; and the Counal 
having received poſitive information of his having ſome time 
before directed the killing Lieut. Renton ; for which murder 
he was intended to have been proſecuted ; but this was pre- 
| vented by his never appearing to his bail; nor was the bail 
ever paid. 2 

In this place, vide in 1 the Appendix the copy of a ſpirited 
letter to the Marquis de Bouille, Governor of Martinique, 
dated January the 3d, 1778, demanding the reſtitution of 
ſeamen and veſſels captured by os W and carried 

into his Government. | 


Tranſ- 


4 * 
Tranſmits the copy of a letter to the Marquis 
de Bouillé, reclaiming his Majeſty's proviſion 
loop, and the anſwer of the Marquis, 

States the having obtained the releaſement of 
thirteen ſtout Engliſh ſeamen from Martinique, 
who had been moſt cruelly menaced, and ill- 
treated, to force them on . American pri- 
vateers. 


Repreſents the utility and correfneſs of the 
intelligence which Governor Morris acquires by 
means of his wetepercer ; but being unable to 
ſupport the expence himſelf, aſks permiſſion to . 

charge it in the contingent Bill ®, | 

Gives notice that French frigates have con- 
voyed American veſſels to certain latitudes ; 
that nine thouſand troops are expected at Mar- 


tinique, and that the garriſon work double days 
on the fortifications, T” ; 


States that the Goyernor Morris armed floop 
had been attacked, and much ſhattered in an 
engagement with two American cruizers. 


Recounts . 


* The frequent, exact, important, add very early intelli- 
gence which 1 tranſmitted home, bears ample teſtimony of 
my attention to the article of ſecret information. The French 
Governors themſelves, after the capture of the iſland of St. 
Vincent, continually, and in the moſt public manner, de- 

clared that they would give five thouſand louis d'ors to bo 
made acquainted with the channel of my intelligence in the 
French iſlands, 

+. To ſee in how dilapidated a ſtate \ were the 3 and 

all the public buildings at this period, the reader is requeſted, 


in 


(3) 


Recounts ſome eircumſtances relative to Ty. 


mon the Charib. : 


Fan, 20. Contains an anſwer to an erroneous 
fuggeſtion of Lord George Germain, &c. &c. 


Vide Letter, No. VI. 


in this place, to turn to the copy of the Commander in Chief 
of the troops letter to me of January the 28th of this year, in 
the Appendix. 

About this time alſo, moſt indecent refolution were * Pe 
into by the Coloniſts, to reſiſt all proceſſes of the Receiver 


General of the quit-rents, and a common purſe made to ſup- 


port the expence of ſuch as would conteſt all ſuch cauſes with 


the Crown; and application was made to me by a very nu- 


merous body of the inhabitants, that as Chancellor I would 


put a flop to any ſuits the Receiver General might bring, in 


the Court of Chancery, in ſupport of the King's claim. See 


in the Appendix my anſwer to this, in date February the "Oy 
„ 


On my not complying with the lere the leaders of 


the oppoſition, under the pretext of being Attorneys to a par- 
_ ticular eſtate, ſhut up the uſual road of communication be- 


tween the Government-houſe and the Guard-room there; 
which rendered all communication with theſe, as alſo other 
guards and the barracks, very circuitous and fatiguing to the 
troops; and this, although the King had certainly a legal 
right to the uſe of this road, which had been open long before 
the Engliſh poſſeſſed the iſtand, was ſcarce one hundred yards 


in length through that eſtate where it went, and which was 


ſold to the then proprietor, by the King's Commiſſioners, 
with that road paſſing through the ſame, therefore ſold ſubject 
to it. Mr, Crook was the chief promoter of this ſpiteful, 
factious meaſure, Vide Mr. Alexander! $ letter, Febru- 
ary 18. | 


Feb. 


C33) 
Nb. 4. Deſcribes the unpleaſant ſtate of 4 
Colony, and demands a deciſive and public ſup- 
port from Government to carry ou the mini- 
ſtration of it. ; 
Repreſents the deciſive part which the French 
take in ſupporting the Americans, by convoying 
their troops, returning their ſalutes, permitting 
them to hoiſt French colours, denying that they 
have any Engliſh priſoners when they had Is 
in confinement, &c. &c. &c. 5 
February 18. Repreſents the deſign of ſeveral 
perſons, from various refractory and idle pre- 
tences, to ſhut up the road between the Barracks 
and Government Houſe, as well as ſome of the 
capital batteries. Reaſons on the motiv es to this 
deſign, and the turbulent ſpirit of certain Colo- 
niſts to reſiſt all rights of the Crown. 


Gives information that a French ſhip of 64 1 


guns, took under convoy ſix American veſſels, 
from the harbour of St. Pierre in Martinique. 
That French troops, conducted on board theſe 
American veſſels, between ſixty and ſeventy 
Engliſh ſeamen taken from priſons, who, when 
received on board, were, under various pre- 
tences, moſt cruelly whipped, put in irons, 
Ke. ME: 
Thar ſeveral Engliſh prizes of value had been 
carried into Martinique, . 
Suggeſts that three or four men of war FEY | 
ing cloſe round the French iſlands, would more 


D effec- 


( 34 ) | 
effectually ſtop the progreſs of American cruiz- 


ers, than a large fleet cruizing round our own 
iflands, with other ſimilar hints, 


Notifies the loſs of the January mail, in a 
ſevere engagement with an American privateer. 
Congratulates on the ſucceſs of the Ariadne, 


the Ceres, and the Yarmouth, againſt ſeveral 
American privateers, meditating ga deſcent on To- 


bago *. 


Aſſigns 


M Extract from this letter. | 

„] beg leave to congratulate your Lordſhip, on the ſuc- 
ceſs of his Majeſty's ſhips the Ariadne, the Ceres, and Var— 
mouth, againſt the ſeveral American privateers going to make 
a deſcent on Tobago, This was part of that force which was 
deſtined to have acted alſo againſt Dominica or Tortola, as 

mentioned in my letter to the Lords of the Treaſury, of the 23d 
of February, the copy of which your Lordſhip received with 
mine of the 28th of the ſame month to your Lordſhip, and of 
which 7 informed Admiral Young, and his Majeſly's Gover« 
nors, Mr. Shirley and Mr. Burt. Tobago was, on conſul- 
tation, inſtituted for Dominica, deemed too well guarded, 
and from Tobago the force was to have gone to Tortola, It 


was one of the veſſels, mentioned in that liſt, commanded by 


Captain Tew, which attacked his Majeſty's packet. Captain 


Tew and thirty of his crew were led, nd; his veſſel greatly 


damaged by the packet, 
% truſt, by dint of vigilance and private intelligence, to 


fruſtrate every attempt made on this iſland, Theſe, however, 


have been various, but chiefly with intent only to plunder; 


but the privateers, although perpetually hovering on our 


coaſts with that intention, and their boats crews even attempt - 


ing to land, have ever, by night as well as by day, found 
| 8. 


( 35 ) 
Aſſigns reaſons for not proſecuting the perſon 
who, unauthorized, figned the Clerk of the- Pa- 
tents name, && *. 


Gives 


preparations to receive them. They never could ſucceed but 
once in landing, and carrying off the negroes of a French 
ſettler, which I have reaſon to think was effected by previous 

concert with the negroes themſelves,” | | 
Let the extracts from my letter to the Governor of Grenada, 
dated March the 12th and 26th, and of April the 8th, in the 
Appendix, on the ſubject of abuſes in the contract for ſup. 
plying the troops at St. Vincent with proviſions, vouch 
my unremitting attention to the King's ſervice, and to ceco- 
nomy, in carrying that on; yet ſelf-intereſt, malice, and 
reſentment, for this and my fimilar exertions, had addreſs 
enough, by baſe calumny, not barely to defeat theſe, or 
even bave them queſtioned, but to induce perſons of reſpect- 
able rank, in the two auguſt Aſſemblies of theſe Kingdoms, 
to ſtab me, an abſent man, with the falſe accuſation of ſquan- 
dering public money; an injuſtice and injury they afterwards 
acknowledged they committed to wound the Miniſter they 
attacked, through the ſide of one who had been called into 
office under him. To what mean expedients will not faction 
drive its votaries to try thereby to gain its ends, unjuſtly to 
depreciate, nay ruin an innocent g 2 70 g 
Let alſo the extract from his 's letter to me, in the 
Appendix, of the 5th of Februlry; 1777, prove 1 N 

he thought my communications important. 
* Extract from this letter. | 

„The conſtant fate which has attended « every cauſe tried 
here, in which his Majeſty has been concerned, loſing every 
one, induced the Attorney General not to indict for a forgery 
the offender mentioned in my former letters, who, unautho- | 
rized, ſigned the Clerk of the Patent's name, and whoſe ex- 
trad out of his office were falſified. The fate of all the 
4. BS other 


C993 
_ Gives information of a Dutch ſquadron Doing 
arrived at St. Euſtatia *. 

April 16, Incloſes the Appeals on the Cauſes 
given againſt his Majefty, reſpecting the Reco- 
very of Quit-Rents, Writs of Intrufion, &c. 

Requeſts immediate directions how to act, re- 
lative to veſſels laden with rum, which, being 
cleared at the Cuſtom-houle, ſail without licence, 
in direct contradiction to the Secretary's order. 

Hints at frauds practiſed, by throwing valu- 
able veſſels in the way of capture. 

Repeats the urgent and very increaſing want 


of all kinds of ſtores, cannon, ammunition, &c. 


Gives information that a Congreſs frigate of 
36 guns is hourly expected at Martinique, to 
get her complement of guns and men. 


May 15. Remonfirates on the non-payment of 


bills drawn by Governor ons, for the contin- 
gent account, 


other cauſes have occaſioned my coneurrence with the Attor- 
ney General.” 

N. B. The Regiſter of the Patents certificate, and his affi- 
davit of this daring forgery, were duly forwarded. Let the 
reader, from this ſpecimen, judge of the length party and 
faction will go in cenſure, however groundleſs. | 
* Let the copy of the letter of Capt. Morſe, the com- 
manding engineer, to me, of the 8th of April, in the Appen- 
dix, once more ſhew under what conſultation I acted, in 
cauſing batteries to be erected, and the conſequence of theſe, 


to parts of the iſland, having, as he writes, Juſt claim to 


My 


ſuch. 


7 8 


e . . 


x 85 3 
W 


_ 


| 3 

May 27. On the ſame ſubject. 

Ditto. Ditto x. 
June 5. Acknowledges the receipt of letters 
from Lord George Germain. Relates the inſults 
of the Charibs, and repreſents the abſolute ne- 
ceſſity of repairing the block-houſe at Rabaca, 
which had been blown up, and compleating the 
other works already begun. 


* At this period the ſituation, both of the colony and my- 
ſelf, was very critical and painful ; I had received undoubted 
intelligence of a very alarming nature, as to the ſafety of the 
firſt, The Lords of the Treaſury, by their ſuffering ſo many 
bills, drawn for the peculiar emergencies of the iſland, to be 
proteſted, had ruined me, and obliged me, by orders ifſued 
on the 16th of May, to put a ſtop to all public works (Vide 
the Appendix), Of theſe things I acquainted my Council 
and the Aſſembly, on the 17th, in order to receive their ad- 
vice thereon, On the ſame day I received from the Com- 
mander of the King's troops a letter, the copy of which, as 
alſo of all theſe papers referred to, will be found in the Ap- 


the troops, and to the ſafety of the iſland, if the repairs and 
public works were not proceeded on, 
On the 18th, 1 received from the Governor of Grenada, 
the reſidence of the Agent of the Contractor to ſupply the 
troops, information that the contract was expired on the 16th. 
and that the Agent ſhould furniſh no more. Vide copy of 
Lord Macartney's letter of this date in the Appendix. 
At that time there was not near a week's ſupply of proviſions 
for the troops in the Commiſſary's Stores, a veſſel with ſuch, 
from the Contractor at ſea, having been for ſome time ex- 
pected, arrived; but had ſcarce dropped anchor, when an 
expreſs boat from the Contractor arrived, and ordered her 
back, which the Captain obeyed, carrying away his cargo. 
Figure to yourſelf, reader, my ſituation as Governor. 


D 3 Gives 


pendix, ſtating, with great truth, the certain deſtruction to _ 


; 
Ws 


* Extract from this letter, 
1 22 


6 
Gives notice of iſſuing writs for the repreſen- 
tation of two new pariſhes, by the advice of the 
Attorney General, and in conſequence of ſuch 
intention having been e mentioned in 
former letters. 
Mentions the declared deſign of the Ways. 


wardens, and certain other . perſons to exclude 


the troops from paſting by the accuſtomed and 
ſhort way from the barracks to the Government- 


houſe, Guard, Fort, &c. &c * 


States that fix e HR fitted out as 


_ frigates, were arrived at Martinique, each con- 


taining a ſmall number of ſoldiers; and that the 


alliance between France and Anette, as long 


foretold by Governor Morris, had been publiſhed 
at Martinique, with great rejoicings. 

Conveys the opinion of the Council, relative 
to the ritten fituation of the illand 7. 


Ju 


I really apprehend the King to have an indifpenlable 
right to the uſe of that road, and without the exercite of that 


right, the troops muſt be under the great inconveniencies 
mentioned in my former letter, But as this right could not 
be obtained, at preſent, but by a bill of indictment, I do not 


think it adviſcable, eſpecially at this juncture, to purſue that 
mode, and poſſibly awaken diſputes, 


+ In this month, June, my Council, and the Aſembly, 5 
dreſſed me on the critical ſlate and danger of the iſland, lament» 
ing my having been obliged to put a ſtop to the public works, 


ſo neceſſary to the ſafety of the colony, and my receiving orders 


to ſend away ſome of the troops ; return me thanks for that 


attention 1 had eyer manifeſted for its ſecurity and proſperity, 


and 


CW. 3 
July 5. Relates the refuſal of the Aﬀembly to 
admit the Repreſentatives of the two new pa- 


riſhes. 


basgel 


and rely on that for continuing to it ſuch bleſſings. Vide in 
the Appendix, the copy and N from the Addreſſes in 
this month. 

Vigilance to watch over my Sovereign's honour and rights, 
and to prevent every individual under my command, dictated 
my letter to the Governor of Martinique, requiring, early 
in the morning of the 72th of this month (/7de my letter to 
him in the Appendix), redreſs of an injury done to an inha- 
bitant of Sr. Vincent, in the middle only of the preceding 
night, by which, I in conſequence did procure redreſs. 

Vide alſo in the fame, a copy of a letter from the com- 
mander of the troops, of the 24th of June, how ſeverely the 
troops had ſuffered from the orders I had been obliged to iſſue 
for ſtopping the WOrks,. and diſallowing ſervice negroes in 
future. 

Although moſt un jully oppreſſed, ruined, nay, what 1 
thought ſtill worſe, diſgraced to the extreme, by the Lords 
of the Treaſury not paying my drafts for the ſervice of the 
cotitingent account; ſo far from ſuffering dejection to weaken, 

or juſt reſentment to put a ſtop to my anxious endeavours to 
ſave the public money, in every article where I thought it 
could properly be done, my zeal for the King's ſervice over- 
came every conſideration, as may appear by a peruſal of the 
extracts from my letter of the 8th of this month, to the Com- 
miſſary, whoſe general diſtinguiſhed loyalty, ſo uſeful in the 
colony I preſided over, and being father to a moſt deſerving, 
ſpirited young officer then under my command, would have 
ſecured to him my indulgence in perhaps any inſtance where 
the intereſts of he public had not been concerned; but whenever 
this was the caſe, although the abuſe which ſeemed too deeply 
rooted to be plucked up, had the claim of uſual perquiſite to 
D 4 plead, 


( 49 ) 
Suggeſts the difficulties with which the Go- 
vernor has to ſtruggle. 

July 20. Urges, in the moſt prefling manner, 
the ſending out ſtores, &c. and mentions that 
the powder ſent out by the Speke ſtoreſhip was 
of the very worſt quality *. 

Mentions the defign of Mr. Kean to embark 
ſoon for England . 


Auguſt 


plead, and was thought ſanctioned by preſcriptive permiſſion 
of it, I ſtrove to lay the ax to the root, and was deaf to all 
pleas in its favour, and ſacrificed on the altar of what I 
thought my public duty, every other conſideration, 

* Extract from this letter, 

* I again entreat your Lordſhip to ſend out, with the ztmoft © 
a: patch, the ſtores and ammunition for this iſland, ſo long 
and rep atedly written for, even ſo far back as 1775, by Go- | 
vernor Young. Ball of different ſizes, and powder in parti» 
cular, of the latter of which we have not above five rounds 
for the different cannon, and ſcarce that of ball ; the cannon 
much too few for our defence; three or four eighteen pound- 
ers eſpecially, are of the molt abſolute neceſſity. Our great 
_ diſtreſs for powder is chiefly owing to that ſent out by the 
_ Speke ſioreſhip, being of fo bad quality, that it is all fallen 
into charcoal duſt, and is totally uſeleſs. Some piſtol, or 
beſt powder, is alſo indiſpenſably wanted; without ſuch ſup- 
plies, let me, my Lord, entreat you, to conſider how in- 


 poffible it auill be for me to anſaver far the ſecurity of the 


and.“ 
f Mr. K 


was a very n violent, and factious 


character, extremely hoſtile to Government, and an open 
abettor of the Americans, then in rebellion. In conſequence 
of his hoſtile diſpoſition and inflammatory conduct, I thought 
it my duty to ſtrike him out of the Commiſſion of the Peace, 
having 


( 41 } 
Relates the damages ſuſtained by the bar- 
racks at Tyrell's Bay, from a violent ſtorm of 
wind *. 


Auf 


having before refuſed his application to be made one of my 


Aid de Camps. Theſe circumſtances, added to my refuſal of 


giving him, his fiſter, and nephew, certain grants of lands, 


made him my moſt inveterate, and unprincipled enemy, and 


a falſe traducer of my character. It was this perſon who, 
after erecting himſelf into an Agent for ſoliciting petitions 
againſt me, which had neither foundation or authority from 
any leg;/lative body, and for the ſending of which, the parties 
whoſe authority he uſurped, were extremely concerned, con- 
trived to gain credit from Lord Shelburne, and Colonel Barry, 
to the falſehoods he recited againſt me; and occafioned them, 
in their reſpective Houſes of Parliament, to paſs thoſe unjuf 
ſtrictures on my conduct, which greatly added to, if it did 
not really cauſe all my ſubſequent misfortunes. I have made 
this mention of Mr, K——, in juſtification of myſelf, as he 
has fince been appointed Attorney General of the iſland of 
St. Vincent, whoſe government, during my adminiſtration 
of it, he did fo much to diſturb. But that I may not appear 
to have ſpoken through pique, or wantonly to have traduced 
him, let the following facts, ſelected from an infinite maſs of 
others, bear teſtimony to the truth of my aſſertions. | 
Mr. K-— not only undertook, but fomented eyery foie 
againſt the Crown, more particularly in reſpect to paying the 


n | 


. 
2 


In addition to this, ſee, in the Appendix, the copy of 

the Commander of the troops letter of the zoth of this month, 
acquainting, that the troops had been a week without pro- 
viſions, and then ſay, reader, how was I to remedy theſe 
evils without funds, Government proteſting thoſe bills I was 


compelled to draw order, to try to rectify theſe accumu- 
lated misfortunes? 
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42) 
Auguſt t. Very urgently entreats the Secretaty 
of State to call on any Solicitor or Agent, and 


quit- rents, intruſions on, and with-holding the lands of the 
Crown, carrying this ſo far, as even unauthorized to com- 
mence and proſecute ſuch ſuits in the names of parties, with- 
out their conſent, or even privity. In proof of which, I ap- 
peal to the Receiver General of the quit-rents, his deputy, 
and clerks, the King's then Attorney General there, and the 
parties themſelves, who, on hearing of the ſuits inſtituted in 
theit names; came to me, voluntarily diſclaiming any autho- 
tity given, or even prior knowledge of ſuch tranſactions. 
Not content with marking a general and public approbation 
of that American conduct, which it was then my duty to 
deem rebellious ; his wiſhing them ſucceſs, giving entertains 
ments when the Americans gained any advantage, toaſting 
their Generals, and other ſimilar behaviour, juitly drew on 
him the reſentment; and very nearly the ſevere chaſtiſement, of 
Captain Ardeſoif, of one of his Majeſty's frigates. He thought 
Properz in further compliment to the Americans, to call his 
reſidence Feuneull- Hall, which the reader may recollect was 
the name of the firſt place or hall of general rendezvous of the 
diſloyal and diſaffected in America, where a language was 
held, for which nothing but the regard due to the rights of 
| hoſpitality, and preventing a public diſcloſure, could have 
ſecured him againſt frequent proſecutions ; and that his dif. 
loyalty might not be deemed equivocal, he not barely de- 
ferided Capt. Reſolve Smith, in the proſecution againſt him 
for treaſonable correſpondence, but by proſtituting both his 
profeſſional knowledge, and abilities, ſo ſucceſsfully perverted 
all the evidence, and circumſtances of accuſation, as to ob- 
tain his acquittal, To the records themſelves, and to all the 
inhabitants of the iſland, -I make my appeal, in confirmation 
of this recital.— For other very reprehenfible conduct, re- 
xwurſe may be had to the affidavits in my cuſtody, 
| ; Mr. 


6 
Mr. Kean in particular, ſhould he preſume to 
ſet himſelf in ſuch a character, to produce any 
authority of Council or Aſſembly, as a public 
body, appointing them or him to ſolicit com- 
plaints, now generally and heartily repented 
having been ſent,* 

Laments the not being able to tranſmit the 
real and entire Minutes of the Aſſembly, on ac- 
count of that body having ſworn their Clerk and 
other Officers to ſecrecy. Requeſts direction 
how to act therein. 


Aug, 24. . Communicates a copy 2 the French 
King's letter to the Marquis de Bouillé, and 


other very important intelligence, & c. Vide 
Letter, No. VII. 4 +: 
Auge 


* This requiſition was never complied with, and Mt. 
Ks fal ſehoods were all believed. 

Let the return, in the Appendix of the 24th of this 
W of the Chief Engineer, prove how dreadful at this 
very period was the deficiency of the neceſſary ordnance; and 
let the Commanding Engineer's letter of the ſame date teſtify 
how requiſite thefe were to the ſafety of the Iſland, how gene- 
ral was the want of all powder, ball, and ordnance ſtores 
and how eſſential to its ſafety was a detachment of Artillery, 
inſtead of which, there was not on the Iſland a fingle man 
of ſuch corps, or any one who knew the great gun or mortar 
exerciſe, How uniform, nay how regularly encreaſing, had 
been this deficiency, will appear by the reader caſting his 
eyes back on the different reports and letters of Capt, Morſe, 
by which alſo will appear how totally deficient was the Iſland 
in what the ſame reports ſhew the abſolute neceſſity of, in 
forts, batteries, magazines, guard-houſes, gun · carriages, &“. 
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( 44 ) 
Aug. 25. Re-ftates the want of ſtores, with 
other intereſting circumſtances. Vide Letter, 
No. VIII. 


. Sept, 


&c, then let him judge how critical was the ſituation of the 
Iſland, and how painful was mine other His Majeſty's 
fervants and governors in Auguſt and September, (all to be 
found in the Appendix of thoſe dates) and the whole of my 
official correſpondence with the Secretary of State and the 
Board of Ordnance, will prove how urgent, yet how unſuc- 

_, ceſsful I was, Driven by my hard caſe to give to the, public 
thoſe copies of letters, and far from having been biafied to do 

it from the leaſt invidious motive, or want of eſteem for the 
ſeveral perſons neceſſarily brought forward by ſuch, whoſe 
general characters I truly reſpect ; nay, though in particular 
venerating that heroic bravery of the Admiral, which muſt 
tranſmit his name to lateſt poſterity with glory and honour, I 
hope I muſt ſtand excuſed in pointing out how early was my 
intelligence, fince it was the firſt received by the Admiral, or 
by any of his Majeſty's other ſervants, particularly how ſu- 
perior it was to what Dominique itſelf, the intended object 
of attack, could furniſh ; even its ſpirited Commander at 
that time, or a moſt active, vigilant Admiral, when, on the 
very day that Iſland fell, the 7th of September, ſo many days 

bi T after my information, it was not, by intelligence from thence, 
' thought the leaſt in danger inſomuch ſo, that on . 44 
the two frigates which happened to be there quitted N, and 
thus unhappily left it a prey and ſacrifice to that coup de 
main by which it fell, at a period when no greater attempt 
could have been hazarded for it by the enemy; aud how 
fatal to Britain was the omiſſion of paying due attention to my 
informations, appears from the quantity of ammunition and 
other ſtores captured he re, and deſtined for the protection of 
the other Iſland; and that to this may moſt juſtly be attri- 
buted the loſs of all the Iſlands in thoſe ſeas ; let any one, 
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( 45 ) 

Sept. 5. Gives ſome very ſtriking particulars 
of oppoſition to the meaſures | of Govern« 
ment, &c. 

Sept. 11. Relates the continual voyages of 
the Charibs to the French Iſlands, where they 
are furniſhed with the ſame arms, &c. as are 
borne by the French troops, and that they me- 
ditate an attack upon the ſettlements, 

Contains the reſolutions of the Council and 
Aſſembly thereupon. 

Submits a variety of obſervations on the ſtate 
of the Charibs. 
| Laments the total want of all ſupport from 
Government, and the fatal conſequences of it, 
at that period. _ 


Tränſmits 


conyerſant in their ſituations with regard to Martinique, and 


knowing minutely, as I did, the force in that latter Iſland, 


bear me teſtimony : yet far be it from me to criminate others 
I mean only tojuſtify myſelf, 


My countrymen, whilſt with me e they lament the loſs, will, 
I truſt, do juſtice to my zeal in endeavouring to prevent it; 
nay, they will, I hope, do more; will afford me the ſympa- 


thetſe ſigh at learning from me now, that all the recompenee 
I have met with for ſuch zeal, has been cold neglect, and the 
injuſtice of not being yet able to obtain payment either of my 
ſalary, or even repaid the ſums, I, in obedience to repeated 
vm was obliged to expend, | 


Let the extracts from my letter of the 1 ith of this 
a to the French Governor, the Marquis de Bouills, and 
thoſe of the 14th and 24th of the ſame to Lord Macartney, . 


ſhew, on the one hand, how, by policy, and by a firm con- 


duct, I endeayoured not barely to conceal the weakneſs of 


my 


| 


( 46 ) 
Tranſmits ah account of the capture of Do- 
minica by the French. 4 
Sept. 15. Complains that a Captain of a Li- 
verpool veſſel refuſed to obey the embargo laid MW 
on all veſſels in the Iſland; on receiving the 


my Government, but to give it the air of decided ſuperio- 
rity, whilſt the others muſt prove how determined I was to do 
my duty in caſe of being attacked, provided I ſhould be ſup- 
ported, 

In the copy of my Speech to my edel, and to the Aſ- 
ſembly of the 16th inſtant, in the Appendix, acquainting 
them of the loſs of Dominique, will appear how fixed I was 
in that determination : by the copies of their Anſwers will 
appear how great and how juſtly founded were their alarms 

for the ſafety of the Colony ; whilit the firſt of theſe, on 

the 18th, moſt anxioully recommended to me meaſures abſo- 

| lutely requiſite to be taken for the defence, which muſt incur 

conſiderable expence in conſequence. Authoriſed as I was by 

his Majeſty's 57th inſtruction, to act, in caſe of emergency, 

as my Council ſhould adviſe, I was compelled to go on with 

ey the defences of the Iſland, for which the Lords ſtill proteſted 

my bills. Alas! where was juſtice to be ſought for, when, 

with reſpe to me, it ſeemed baniſhed from that Board ; and 

this even at the moment his Majeſty, by his Secretary of 

- State's letter of the 5th of Auguſt, received about this time, 

commanded my exertions for the ſafety of the Colony, and 

my receiving and keeping ſafe in priſon all French priſoners 

who might be landed within my government. (Vide the ex · 

tract of this letter in the Appendix. To obey theſe orders, 

ſurely I muſt incur expence;) and when the reader has ſeen 

the Colony would not furniſh any funds ; to puniſh me molt 

| ſeverely for obeying ſuch command, by not repaying me the 

ſums expended in obedience to them, is ſurely ſomething 
more than hard; yet ſuch is the fact. 
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news 
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news of the capture of Dominica, mentioned only 
to ſhew how univerſal was the contempt of all au- 
thority, begunand countenanced by the Aſſembly, 
Sept. 17. Contains a diary of the Governor's 
conduct in the critical ſtate of the Iſland to the 
6th of October. Vide Letter, No. IX. 

Do. : :; 20086 
Ihe extracts from Governor Burt's letter to me of the 
20th of this month, and of Lord Macartney's of the 28th, 
in the Appevdix, will ſhew how well apprized both were of 
the very critical ſituation I was in; whilſt mine of the x1th 
to the French Goyernor, of the 24th to the Governor of - 
Grenada, and of the 26th to Lieutenant Colonel Etherington, 
commanding the King's troops ; mine to Admiral Barring- 
ton, of the zoth, prove how early were my communications 
to them; that, undiſmayed by difficulties, theſe only rouſed 
me to take every poſſible ſtep to overcome them, and to fruſ- 
trate the enemy's deſigus agaiaſt the Iſland J ſuperintended, 
myknowledge of which Ilet them underſtand, upbraiding their 
perfidy, ſuch ſte ps long retarded that unhappy fate it at laſt 
met with, 

Let the reader ſee, in the extracts from my fpeech to the 
Aſſembly of the f5th of October, the uſeful, yet little expen- 
five ſecurities for the Colony, earneſtly recommended to its 
Let him be told, theſe would not be granted; let him be further 
told, that a few days after a ſecond requeſt was made to the ſame 
Body, jointly with my. Council, for the one poor, yet at 
that period, moſt requiſite article, a ſmall veſſel to watch 
the motion of the enemy, and to bring intelligence of ſuch; 
let him then read the laconic refuſal of the 2cth, of that Body, 
and he will not be aſtoniſhed at being told, that, for want of 
ſuch veſſel, (the Government floop being abſent, driven, 
after a very ſevere engagement with privateers, by a ſtorm 
quite down to Curaſſo to refit) the enemy at laſt came ſo 
by ſurprize on the Iſland, that the very firſt intelligence J 
received 


. 


received was, that they had landed their troops, and this 


not permit to throw up even any entrenchments, thereby to be 


October, to find a gaol wherein to confine French priſoners 
ſent in by the Boreas. See alſo mine to him of the zoth of 


Vincent's, and my own, that I was not able to pay the 


( 48 ) 

Deſcribes the ſtate of the Iſland, Vide Letter 

No, X 

Sept. 27. Acknowledges the receipt of dif. 
patches by way of Antigua *. 

Repreſents the cruelty, injuſtice, and fatal 

conſequences of having bills, drawn on the con. 


tingent accounts, refuſed payment by the Lords 
of the Treaſury, when there is a balance of be- 


tween two and three thouſand pounds ſterling due 
to the Governor, excluſive of all ſalary, 

Relates the differences between the Council and 
Aſſembly relative to the militia, &c. 


preciſely at that very bay of Mr. Crook's, where I had re- 
queſted, and the Aſſembly had refuſed, and Mr. Crook would 


enabled to prevent this very event; nor will he wonder that 
the Charibs were enabled to join our other enemies, for want 
of thoſe ſteps being taken which I had recommended, and for 


pO” want of thoſe being raiſed, which might have provided 


for the defence and ſecurity of the Colony. 
See alſo the Aſſembly's peremptory refuſal of the 22d of 


November, 
* Such was the ſtate of the Government Finances at St. 


Captain, who brought the diſpatches, the quota agreed to be 
paid him in Antigua, being only between zo and gol: ſter- 


ling; and was obliged to requeſt Lord Macartney to pay the 


ſame at the time he paid has © own 1 


Entreats 


8392 1 r 2 


3232 — 


6490 5 
Entreats the interference of Lord George 
Germain with the Lords of the Treaſury to ac- 
cept bills then drawn for a ſum very ſhort of the 
balance due to the Governor.“ 
Sept. 18. Gives a very ſuecinct account of 
the Weſt India Iſlands, Vide Letter, No. XI. 
December 1. Affords ample proof that, by the 
Governor's exertions, and the exactneſs of his 
intelligence, a propoſed deſcent on the Ifland 
has been twice rendered fruitleſs, 
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* Extract from this Letter. 

1 J am obliged to draw upon the Lords of the Treaſury 
for 12951. 11s, 11d. in two bills of which J have duly ad- 
viſed. I muſt implore your Lordſhip, for the honour and 
cr-dit of Government, to procure them due payment; for, 
although the amount is only part of the balance due to me, 
theſe drafts will, probably, be negotiated for caſh, to an- 
ſwer ſome of the indiſpenſable payments of Government, 
Among theſe, the buying proviſions for priſoners which, by 
your Lordſnip's direction, I am obliged to do, and am di- 
rected ta draw for in caſe of the . s refuſal to provide 
ſuch, of which your Lordſlip is already apprized.“ 
N. B. Theſe bills, as alſo ſeveral 1 for fimilar ſervices, 
at this hour unpaid. 
| See in the Appendix the copy of the 7 Store 
Keeper's letter of the 2d of November, ſetting forth there 
were only two barrels of powder in the ſtores, and even greater 
deficiency of every other ſort of ammunition and ordnance 
ſtores. - AD 4 195 2 
t See ſurther + off Wer! in the King's loryice, | in 
the extract of Admiral Barrington's letter ta mg of the 24th 
of this month, Nov. The approbation of ſuch men is alone 
ſufficient to Famp 1 a value on an individual like myſelf. 


E 1 States 


4% 


| ( 50. y 

States that the Charibs were in readineſs to 
a{lſt the enemy, with the methods 9 9 to 
conciiiate and intimidate them. 

Re- urges a ſpeedy ſupply of ammunition of 

all kinds, &c. 
Mcentions that Governor Morris had, ſome 
time before, recommended to Admiral Barring- 
ton to attack St. Lucie, and offered to accom- 
pany him. 

Deſcribes the diſtreſſes of the French Hands 
for proviſions, 

Gives notice that his Majeſty? s ſhip the Boreas 
had ſent in a tranſport. with 400 ſoldiers boung, 
for Martinique.* | | 

Dec. 18, Contains an account of the attack 
of Saint Lucie by Admiral Barrington, and his 
employing the two ſkilful pilots, whom Gov. 


* For theſe priſoners my poſt required me to find both a 
priſon and proviſions, when of the former the King had 
none, and the Colony refuſed to provide one; and of the 
latter it equally refuſed to furniſh any ; his Majeſty had none 
in his ſtores, and the Proteſts of Government bills cut off all 
creCit for purchaſing ſuch by theſe; ſo that at this period 
each moment ſeemed to teem with freſh difficulties, all, how- 
ever, ſerving only to give births to new affiduities on my 
part; which the extracts from my letters to Admiral Bar- 
ripgton and General Grant in the Appendix of the 13th of 
this month, December, will ſhew . „as alſo the information I, 
in thoſe, tranſmitted of concealed batteries, ard other things 
dan St. Lucie, which ben eff then going to attack, 


Morris 
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3 
Morris had kept in his employ, for ſome time, 
with a view to that undertaking, ' wa , 
Dec. 27. Mentions the apprehenfions of Ad- . 
miral Barrington, that St. Vincent's would be 


attacked, vide his letter of the 16th in the Ap- 


pendix ; and that he was ſo circumſtanced, by 
Count D'Eſtaing's ſuperior fleet as to be unable 
to give it any affiftance, * | 

States the refuſal of great part of the Colo. 
niſts to appear under arms though ſummoned 


* Governor Morris wiſhes to dire& the reader's attention 
to the pains he took in procuring intelligence, and the ſucceſs 
with which he applied it. The arrival of Count D'Eſtaing 
at Martinique, and his intentions to attack St, Vincent's and 
Grenada was ſent by him to Admiral Barrington, then be- 
fore St. Lucie; the attack of which place turned Count 


D'Eſtaing from his original deſign, 


Extracts from my Letters of the 15th, 19th, 26th, ind - 
31ſt inſtant, to Admiral Barrington; thoſe from him to me 
of the 224; from mine of the 29th and 25th to Governor 
Hay; from mine of the 2þth to General Grant; his to me 
of the ſame date, (all to be found in the Appendix) prove 
not only unremitting aſſiduity, but I truſt ſome expertneſs in 
my being able to keep up my communication with the Ad- 
miral, and General Grant, ſo cloſely blocked up at St. 
Lucie as to defeat acceſs to him from almoſt every other 


_ perſon; witneſs the veſſels from Governor Burt, of An- 


tigua; Governor Hay, of Barbados; Lord Macartney, of 


Grenada; Capt. Lindſey, from Admiral Byron; unable to 


convey their diſpatches to, and receive them from St. Lucie, 
waited at St. Vincent's to have ſuch ſervice performed by 
Governor Morris. Vet has he not been reimburſed the ex- 


pences be was ag to ſor ys molt eſſential ſervice, 
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thereto by his Majeſty's Proclamation, and their 
conduct particularly deſcribed. 

Gives a long and particular detail of the va- 
rious and extraordinary oppoſition made to Go- 
vernment, in a time of ſo much danger, by the 
contumacy of the Aſſembly, which rendered its 


diſſolution a neceſſary meaſure, * 
Offers. 

* Extract * this letter. 

Some of the Members of my Council have told me, 
they had heard, from very good authority, and verily be- 
lieved it to be true, that it had been propoſed, on the 22d, 
in the Aſſembly, and agreed to, although not known whe- 
ther regularly moved and ſeconded, to ſend out a flag of 
truce to the enemy to capitulate, in caſe ſuch appeared, ſince 
it was known I was determined not to ſurrender, but to hold 
out, to the utmoſt extremity, the defence of the Colony,” 
The reader is entreated to obſerve, that according to my 
private intelligence, corroborated by Admiral Barrington's 


letter to me of the 16th, the Colony was in a moſt critical, 


dangerous fituation, an imediate attack on it expected, to art | 
againſt which, with the very ſmall military force on the 
Iſland, I thought, as did my Council, no ſtep ſo ef. 
fectual to be taken as to put the Colony under arms and mar- 
tial law, my commiſſion (of which vide the extractzin this 
place in the Appendix) fully authoriſed me to do; A yet, as 
the militia law was expired, ever deſirous to act with extreme 
caution, on. the ſecond of November I had conſulted my 
Council, who adviſed me to array the inhabitants, and put 


"the Ifland immediately under martial law by Proclamation, 
On the 12th of the ſame month the Council approved, with 


ſome ſmall amendments, . the Proclamation I then produced, | 


and defired me to publiſh it, which was done accordingly. 


The reader will alſo have ſeen how danger accumulated by 


Admiral Barrington's ſituation at St. Lucie in December ; 3 all 
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Colony into due order, 


(38 ) 
Offers ſuggeſtions to regulate and bring the 


January 


of which I duly communicated to my Council, and to the 
| Aſſembly ; yet, under all theſe circumſtances, (credite poſt 


teri), that Body, on the 22d, ſent to me, by its Clerk, the 
extract of its ill-timed, very diſloyal reſolutions, a copy of 
which is in the Appendix, On the fame day my Council 
(vide the extract from its minutes) concurred in the neceſſity 
of holding a court martial on thoſe who had refuſed to obey 
the Proclamation, or to appear under arms on the alarm | 
having been fired, 

Indecent as were the extracts of the Aſſembly reſolves of 
the 22d of December ſent me, I had good reaſon to believe, 
from what ſome of my Council before obſerved to me, 
that ſome of the reſolves went ſtill further lengths; which 
made it neceſſary for me, (as my commiſſion fully authoriſed 
me) to require-complete copies of its minutes, to tranſmit the 
the ſame to his Majeſty's Miniſters. My demand of theſe on 
the 23d, from the Clerk, and his anſwer of the ſame date, 
will be found in the appendix, as alſo extracts from the mi- 
nutes of my Council, (which on account of the critical ſitu- 
ation of the Iſland daily met (adviſing me to get the Aſſembly 
to reſcind and expunge thoſe indecent, fatal reſolves. 

In the extracts or copies of the 24th, the reader will ſee 
my application to the Aſſembly to do this, and its peremptory 
refuſal. In the copy of the minutes of the Council of the 
28th, will be ſeen its opinion of ſuch conduct, of the 
dangerous ſtate of the Colony, of the' neceflity of providing 


_ Proviſions, and of carrying on certain works, yet its acknows 
ledgment of not having the means of providing for thoſe ſer- 


vices ; and as the Aſſembly would not provide for ſuch, my 


duty W « me (in * wy Council W N to * 


it. 
In the copy of ts Clerk of the Aftembly' 8 RY to me, 10 


the 28th, in mine of the ſame date to Mr. Crook, its late 


E 3 8 Speaker 


(349 


January 1, 1779. Particularizes the ſuccefs- 
ful efforts Wadde to give information to and re- 
ceive it from Admiral Barrington, then blocked 
up at St. Lucie, and forwarding, at the Admi- 
ral's deſire, his diſpatches to Barbadoes, which 
bimſelf was unable to do. Fide the extract in 
the Appendix from the Gazette of F ebruary the 
23d. 8 

Gives information that ſeveral of the Charib 
Chiets had been with D'Eſtaing; and that ſome 


Speaker, and in his indecent anſwer of the fame day to my 
Juſt requiſition, and his unwarranted refuſal to furniſh me with 
copies of the minutes of the late Aſſembly, (ſome of which, 
I beg to repeat, were known to be infinitely more refractory, 
and diſloyal, than even the extracts ſent me) may be ſeen 
the contempt with which his Majeſty's authority was treated; 
but, as my d-fign is to vindicate myſelf, and no further to 
prove blame in others, how juſtly ſoever deſerving it, than 
a: neceſtary to my own juſtification, I wiſh not to dwell longer 
on this. I, however, directly communicated to my Council 
my requiſition, and the refu'al of it by the Aſſembly; and 
the extract from the Conncil's minutes of the ſame day, the 
28th, will ſhew ns opinion of ſuch, and the recommendations 
made to me of continuing meaſures for the preſervation of the 
Colony, which muſt draw on conſiderable expence ; and as 4 
1 they w -uld contribute to no . of this, the lame of courſe 
fell on his Majeſty, 

Vide alſo 1n the 3 the 1 hd 8 re- 
fuſal of the Officers to attend, and hold a court martial on 
thoic who had refuſed to appear under arms, in that hour of 
danger, agr ceable to the Proclamation, with acknowledgment 
that at leaſt one half of the inhabitants of that villri were de- 
linquents. — & * ele n de E 


8 GENES e 


(-.55 ) 

French perſons of conſequence had been with 
the Charibs, who diſplay a Cs and hoſtile 
conduct. 

States the criminality, and what may be the 
fatal conſequences to the Colony, of thoſe re- 
ſolves of the late Aſſembly, which were paſſed 
_ when the enemy was under actual orders of em- 
| barkation to invade the Iſland, and were men- 
tioned in the letter of December the 27th. 

That his Majeſty had no right, by his autho- 
rity, or proclamation, to array, or call forth the 
inhabitants of the Iſland for the defence of the 
ſame; and theſe were even requeſted not to 
obey ſuch, and this although there was no mi— 
litia law ſubſiſting. 

To guard as much as poſfible againſt the fatal 
effects of theſe, and, if practicable, to ſave the 
Colony, in ſpite of ſuch diſlovalty, the Governor 
wiſhing to have ſome place of ſecurity in caſe of 
an attack by ſuperior force, cauſed advertiſe- 
ments and handbills to be printed; a copy of 
which will be ſeen in the Appendix in date the 
2d of January: Yet even theſe met the fate, all 
bis former exertions had unhappily experienced; 
diſregard and contempt, for, the few loyal people 
who at firſt ſent negroes to that uſeful undertak- 
ing, finding others would not do the ſame, and 
made by theſe the butt of ridicule for doing it, 
ſoon deſiſted; and, for want of neceſſary work- 


ew th that defign was forced to be dropped ; 
E 4 i £7 ; | which 


(86 

which, had it been carried into full execution, 
moſt probably would have given ſecurity to the 
Colony; for the French ſeized this very poſt 
immediately on becoming maſters. of the Ifland ; 
and whilſt they kept poſſeffion made it their im- 
pregnable one; proving what uſe might have 
been made by the Colony, had it been equally 
ſolicitous for the honour of its King and Country, 

In the extract in the Appendix of Governor 
Hay's letter of the 5th inſtant, may be read his 
lamenting the conduct of my Colony, and his 
account of the different one thoſe under his 
command purſued, 


Informs the Secretary of State of Count 


D'Eſtaing, on the 29th, of the preceding Dec. 
quitting and blocking up Admiral Barrington at 
St. Lucie, and of the furrender of the Iſland to 
the Admiral in conſequence. , Vide in the Ap- 
pendix the extracts from the London Gazette of 
the 23d of February, 1779. 


This early intelligence was given to Miniſtry 


at the time every mind was in anxious ſuſpence 
for the fate both of the Admiral and his ſqua- 


dron, of whoſe fate, till the receipt of this let- 


ter, it could gain no certain information., 
Congratulates on its capture, and repreſents 
the very great advantages of poſſeſſing that 
_ Iſland, "Og it the hel of . 5 
| . 16. 


2 The Iſland of PR NE as Governor Mortis emphatically 
| in his diſpatches tiles it, was the key of Martinique during 
1 5 the 
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Jan. 16. Specifies the zeal which the Gover- 
nor had manifeſted, the activity he had exerted, 
and the various intelligence he had communicated 
to the attention of Government at home. 

Points out the neceſſity of, and entreats the 
ſending out engineers for his government, then 
become a ſeparate one.“ 


the war; and the French, who knew it to be ſo, gave up 
all their conqueſts in thoſe ſeas, except Tobago, in order to 
have it reſtored, | 

In the extract of Lord Macarthey* s letter to me of the 
gth, and of mine to General Grant and Admiral Barrington of 
the 10th, may be { en attention and ſucceſs in conveying 
material information, to the earlineſs and exactneſs of Which 
I was to look for the only means of preſerving the Iſland, as 
the extract from General Grant's letter to me in the Ap- 
pendix of the 11th inſtant, even after the reduction of St. 
Lucie, will ſhew I could not expect any aſſiſtance from that 
quarter. 

This important requeſt was never granted; neverthe- 
leſs, the not having certificates to ſome of the vouchers of 
ſuch non- exiſting Officers of that government, has been made 
the pretext for with-holding the payment of expenditures for 


fortifications, &c. ſaid to be in the engineering branch. 


By the minutes of the Aſſembly on the 25th, will appear 
bow immediately I called this new one, after having been 
obliged to diſſolve the former in conſequence of its refuſal to 
expunge its diſloyal, if not rebellious reſolves of the 22d of 


December laſt : my ſpeech to it on meeting, ſhews with what 


temper I met it, and how ſtrongly, among other things, I 
recommended i its forming a militia ; yet to the want of that, 


1n a very great meaſure, may be qeribured the loſs of the 


Uand. 
a Gives 


) 


Gives certain accounts of 6009 additional 


troops intended to reinforce Martinique. See in 


my ſpeech to the Aſſembly my earneſt recom. 
mendation to it to frame ſpeedily a bill for 
forming a militia. 

Feb. 5. States the calling of a new Afembly, 
particulariſes its contumacious conduct and con. 
tempt of his Majeſty's proclamations, and im. 
plores inſtructions from England, 

Repreſents the almoſt inſuperable difficulty of 
procuring proviſions for the troops, from re- 
ceiving no inſtructions or informations on 
account of the treaſury bills being proteft- 
ed 3* and that they were preſerved from mutiny 
by the Governor's diligence and addreſs in pro- 
curing a {mall ſupply. «4 


Def; cri 


*The troops were frequently without any proviſions, &c, 

+ To this very moment the Governor has never been in- 
demnified for the engagements he entered into to procure that 
ſupply, and prevent that mutiny which, otherwiſe, mult 
have been the conſequence ; while the bills he drew for only 
a part of ſach expenditure are fill proteſted and unpaid ; and 
let the copy of his letter of the firſt of March to General 
Grant, ſhew the pains he had taken to gain a ſupply by 
other means. In this fituation of the Colony, can you, 
Reader, wonder it fell to a watchful enemy apprized by its 
countrymen, in the Iſland, of every thing which happened 
in it? Further attention to the King's ſervice may be found 
by Admiral Byron's letter of thanks to him of the 27th of 
Feb. copy in the N 
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Deſcribes the critical ſituation of the Maid, - 


and the enemy's being maſter of thoſe ſeas. 


States the refuſal of the Juſtices to take cogni- 
zance of the Informations filed by the Attorney 


General againſt ſix principal defaulters, who re- 


fuſed to appear under arms in obedience to the 
late Proclamation. 


March 25th. Mentions the Governor's return 
from a tour of duty to inſpe& the ports in the 
Charib Country, in conſequence of violence 
committed by them againſt the ſettlers. 

Re- urges the road of communication from the 
windward to the leeward ports. Gives advice of 
the French expecting a fleet of proviſions from 
Europe, and 5000 more troops under convoy of 


6 large men of war. 


Gives notice of a levy made upon the Go- 
vernor's private property for engagements en- 
tered into on account of Government, &c.* 


Abril 


Extract from this letter. 
„J am now to acquaint your Lordſhip with as foovlar 
an event as ever, I believe, diſgraced the character of any of 
his Majeſty's Governors. On my return laſt night from that 
tour of duty I mentioned in the firſt part of my letter, I 
ſound part of my private property levied on under executions 
taken out againſt me as Governor, for ſervices duly perform- 
ed for his Majeſty, and due from the contingent account of 
this Government, and my private property made reſponſible 
only from my poſt of his Majeſty's Governor. This, my 
Lord, I very many months ſince wrote the Lords of the 
| Treaſury 


( 60.) 
April 2. Offers a variety of uſeful ſuggeſtions 


for internal regulation, and gives important in- 
formation reſpecting the Coloniſts, and ſubmit 

whether, in the preſent ſtate of the iſland, it 
would be proper for the Governor to quit it, 

5 15 10. Repreſent: 


Treaſury would be the caſe, the beginning of this rhonth, 


unleſs their Lordſhips prevented it by payment of, and re. : 


ſtoring that credit which ought te be due to; my bills on the 


- contingent account : and unleſs this is very ſpeedily done, the 


ſame diſgrace to Government and injuſtice to me will be re- 
peated ſhortly, when other ſuits againſt me for the like pur- 
poſes ſhall, in due courſe, arrive at that regular ſtage.” 
Ils this, my Lord, treating me with common jullice? 
Pardon an expreſſion wrung from a ſorely wounded heat! 
Is it, my Lord, a treatment his Majeſty's Governor ſhould at 
any time be liable to, particularly for public ſervices, anda 
zealous, active diſcharge of his duty ?—Is it decent ?—Has it 
ever had a precedent ?—lIs it even politic, my Lord, to hold 
forth to a Colony compoſed at leaſt, of one half of new-adopted 
\ ſubjects, as alſo to the neighbouring French Governments, 
where, believe me, my Lord, I am known with ſome advan- 


tage, and with no little reſpe&, either that his Majeſty's 


Treaſury is too much exhauſted to anſwer the neceſſary ſup- 
port of his dominions, or that the character and rank of his 
Governors are in ſo low eſtimation at their own Court as to 
be lightly ſacrificed, and to be held up as the ſcoff and deri. 
ſion of turbulent and nearly rebellious Coloniſts.“ 

« Will, my Lord, men of integrity and ſenfibility be 
fond of accepting poſts where they riſk ſo much, where the 
emoluments are ſo very inconſiderable, and in a country where 
health, friends, and peace of mind are additional ſacrifices 
to be made by them !” | 


6 If, my Lord, on the ſtricteſt ſcrutiny, (and I have re· 


peatedly ſolicited ſuch to be made, by any neighbouring 
Governor 


3 2 THIN" 


( br.) 


10. Repreſents the neceſſity of very conſider- 


W:ble repairs to the poſts, barracks, &c, 


Tranſmits the minutes of Council, and the re· 


ſolutions of the Aſſembly. 


States that an action has been brought againſt. 


the Poſt-maſter for demanding poſtage of letters, 


RS 


although charged agreeable to the orders and 


rates of the Poſt-maſters Gencral,* 


Acknowledges 


found to have embezzled, (a ſhocking idea to ariſe in the 


mind) or even wantonly waſted his Majeſty's money, or that 


W Governor, Auditors, or Commiſſioners to be appointed to 
examine into my expenditures here on the ſpot) I ſhould be 


the ſame has not been expended in ſervices indiſpenſably ne- 


ceſſary, for all which 1 have produced, and can again produce 


undeniable authentic vouchers, ſurely an extent to iſſue from 
the crown againſt all my effects is the mode of dignity reſpect- 
ing the crown and of Juſtice towards me, and the proper one 
| of proceeding, —This, my Lord, as a zealous, loyal, devat- 
ed ſervant of my King I could ſubmit to, although conſcious EY 


I did not deſerve it ; and this method, while it vindicated the 


pecuniary rights of the crown would properly maintain its 
dignity by ſupporting that of its ſervants in ſuch high 
Rations,* 


* This is now 3 to ſhew 150 2 the crown had 
verdicts againſt it in every ſuit, it either inſtituted, or defend- 


ed; of courſe how diſagreeable was my ſituation as Gover- 
nor, and how difficult was the conduct I had to obſerve, not 
on the one hand by abandoning i its rights bet fay the truſt re- 
poſed officially in me; or by eadily ſupporting them incur 
the odium of many of the Coloniſts for my public conduct, 


and in the character of Governor, which I, however, had 
ſome conſolation in finding was very far from being ever at · 


tached | to me in Wy private capacity. 
Mr, 


1 64]: 
Acknowledges the receipt of ſome powder 
and a ſmall quantity of ſtores, but neither can- 
non, or the various other implements, ſo earneſt- 


Mr. Crook brought the action; his hoſtile diſpoſition to 
Government in every reſpect was as ſteady, as generally but 
too ſucceſsful, and proportionate to his influence in.the Co- 
lony, where he had by far the beſt and largeſt eſtate and 
property. 

Ever warmly attached to oppoſition, he was rivetted in it, 
and puſhed it to the utmoſt, from a diſpute with the propri- 
etors of an Eſtate adjoining to him, Meſſrs. Auger and 
 Lindo@y now, -1 belicve, of Lancaſter, reſpecting a ſmall 
tract of land contiguous to beth eſtates, each were deſirous of 
purchaſing from ſome free Negroes and Charibs, which could 
only be done by permiſlion from the Lords of the Treaſury, 
and as the claims and pretenſions of the latter (after the 
fulleſt hearing by order of the Board before me as Governor) 
had been manifeſted, the Lords had directed a grant of it to 
be by me made out to Meſſrs. Auger and Lindon, Mr, 
Crook, however, ſtill unaccountably requeſted me off cially 
to join him in a memorial and petition to the Lords of the 
Treaſury againſt ſuch grant, which I (although; then in ſome 
intimacy with Mr, Crook, and not even knowing the other 
parties) refufing to do from ſulleſt conviction of the ſuperior 
claim of thofe gentlemen Mr. Crook's oppoſition degenes 
rated into abſolute inveteracy and rangorous animoſity, which 
not my getting him nominated by his Majeſty to the Council 
where from ſome omiſſion he was left out on the ſeparation. of 
St. Vincent from Grenada government, although my duty 
afterwards compelled me to remove him from thence, nor all 
the conciliating ſteps I could,qyith decency as a Governor 
take, couldever ſoften, and whit had fatal effe&s on the ſafety 
| of the Colony in i inſtan« 


(635). 


| ly and repeatedly ſolicited, and which the Iſland 


ſo much wants.“ 
States the handſome 3 of the Connell 


to the Governor, their warm approbation of his 


adminiſtration, and forwards their addreſs. 1 
May, 2. Enlarges on the diſtrefles of the | 
Colony and its Government, from the non- 
payment of the contingent bills.---ide Letter, 
No 12, 24---My letter to the Commander of the 
King's troops of the gth of this month in the 
Appendix, will, I truſt ſhew me not negligent 
in my endeavours to preſerve exactitude of duty 
in thoſe under my command—Offers procfs of 
the Colony's general approbation of the Gov er- 
nor's conduct. Wy 
| is Gives 


The reader "A only to turn to the copies of my letters | 
in the Appendix of the 26th of April, and afterwards of the 
gth of May, to the commander of the King's troops, to ſee 
how, amidſt my other diſtreſſes I was plagued by neglect, 
I might add diſobedience of orders iſſued for the King s ſer- 
vice, and for the ſafety of the Colony, and this, by one 
whoſe zeal ought to have proved his duty in every poſſible 
active exertion for thoſe ends. 

Extracts from this letter. | 

& The letter of the 28th of April, which I did wyſelf 


the honour of writing to your Lordſhip, covered the Se- 


cretary of the Council's. copies of the addreſs of that 
Board to me, and of the memorial to vour Lordſhip reſpect· 


ing the Charibs, which it recommended to my care to ſolicit; 


then expecting I ſhould proceed to England probably Aba 
this time. 1 beg your Lordſhip will pleaſe to obſerve how 
| _ vpanimouſly 


(4.045 )) 

Gives the extraordinary information that exact 
copies of ſeveral of the Governor's official let. 
ters'to Lord George Germain, were received 
from England, and publickly read at Kingſton, 
in St. Vincent; and that, according to the boaſt. 
of the perſon who ſent them; they had been pro- 
cured in England by the right application of a few gui. 
neas. . 


a Re. juſl. 


unanimouſly this was done, being Ggned by every Member 
on the Iſland.“ 

© This letter conveys to your Lordſhip other copies of 
theſe papers, as alſo a s of an addreſs to me, from the 
Colony at large. 

* Your Lordſhip will alſo foe by the minutes of the Af. 
ſembly forwarded by the ſame conveyance, how uninterrup- 
tedly it met, until by adyice of my Council, it was diffolved 
on denying, by ; its reſolves, his Majeſty's right to arm and 
array the Inhabitants here, and refuſing a requiſition to re- 
ſeind ſuch reſolves, although there was no militia law in 
being, none having been paſt ſo as to be brought to me; of 
_ courſe there did not appear any other mode of calling out 
the firength of the Iſland but by proclamation. Beſides the 
Aſembly made this reſolve after being ſo often informed by 
me, that the enemy intended an immediate attack on tis 
Iſland, &c. &c. &c.“ | 

+ This ttanſaclion demands no obſervation from at 
ſhall leave it in full poſſeſſion of the reader to make ſuch com- 
ments as will flow from the underſtanding and indignation of 
every honeſt man But I ſhall beg leave to inform him, that 
the perſon who declared he took theſs honourable means to 
obtain ſuch honourable ends, and who boaſted, with ſome 
degree of reaſon, of poſſeſling t the golden key with which the 
cabinet of a Secretary of State could be opened, was the 


ſelf-created Agent, Mr. Kean; and the yery man whom, 
from 
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Rejuſtifies his public conduct in many intereſt- 
ing particulars. | | 

States that any accuſation 1 him by in- 
dividuals are contrary to the general ſenſe of the 
Colony.x 1 

Fune 7. Repreſents that the eren at Princes 7 
Town and Tyrell's Bay are uni h wVitable, nd 
refers to Captain Morſe. Requeſting dire ions 
thereon, and offers ſome additional obſervations 
relative to the other Barracks. 


from bis Aſloyal ind le N I had warned Lord 
George Germain to watch with peculiar attention. I cannot 

help repeating the fact of a former page, where mention is 
made of this man's name—that he is at this time, his Ma- 
jeſty's Attor::ey General in the Iſland of St. Vincent, as a 


reward for his troubleſome, obnoxious, and diſloyal conduct ; 


and to the removal of his predeceſſor Mr, 8 . an able 
and zealous ſervant of the Crown, | 

* This is incontrovertibly evident from the Addreſſes of 
the Council, and alſo of the Inhabitants of the Iſland to the 
Governor on his then intending to embark for England to 
repreſent in perſon more forcibly. the dangerous fituation of 
the Iſland; and as great pains were taken by ſome of the 
factious of the Colony, and this, I fear, unhappily with too 
much ſucceſs to poſſeſs ſome of his Majeſty's then Miniſters 
with different ide as. The candid reader will, I hope, forgive 
a ſeeming vanity in this caſe become a juſtice due in my in- 
ſerting them at full length in the Appendix, vide there, and 


ſubjoining a note or two on parts of 3 requeſting his 
{prying to them at this time. 
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20. Contains an account at large of the cap» 


ture of the Iſland of St. Vincents. Vide that and 


ſubſequent ones, No. XIII. 


June 30. No. XIV. 
December 16. No. XV. 
February 14, 1 780. 0, XVE 
. | No. XVII.“ 
Auguſt 18. | No. XVIII. 


Although written after my command ceaſed, 


yet relating to the tranſactions of that govern- 


ment, ſerve to wind up my official correſpon- 


dence with the Secretary of State on that ſubject. 

I have here given a moſt faithful abſtract of 
my correſpondence with the Secretary of State, 
illuſtrated by a great variety of annotations and 
extracts, and, in many inſtances, by my letters 


at large.— This correſpondence contains, of 
courſe, an account of the public tranſactions of 


my government; I ſhall not therefore treſpaſs 

on the reader with a ſimilar, enlarged abſtract of 
my correſpondence with the Lords of the Trea- 
ſury.—The contingent account, with its hiſtory, 


and ſometimes its defence, with occafional ſug- 


geſtions on that important buſineſs from the diſ- 


As the Government account of the capture of St. Vin - 
_ cents was very little more than the articles of capitulation, 5 


and in that little the number of troops for its defence greatly 


exaggerated, the Governor's official letter on that buſineſs, 


and ſome preceding ones which are given at large, are. moſt 
particularly recommended to the readers patient attention, 


tinguiſh- 
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tinguiſhing ſubjects of my official cotnmunicas 
tion with their Lordſhips.—To give a long de- 
tail of them might produce a fatiguing tautology 
to the reader, and is not, I think, eſſentially re- 
quifite for my narrative. It will, I truſt, be ſuf- 
ficient to my purpoſe to add ſome of my letters 
to their Lordſhips on the leading parts of my 
correſpondence with them.—They may, per- 


haps, be conſidered as additional proofs of that 


fidelity, zeal, economy and difintereſtedneſs in 
the various departments of my. duty, which 
formed the characteriſtics of my official conduct. 
They may give their teſtimony to the continual 
ſacrifices I made of every private convenience to 
any public advantage. They may be conſidered 


as melancholy vouchers of the cruel and crimi- 


nal neglect which ſo often checked, and in the 
end fruſtrated, my honeſt and beſt endeavours to 
ſerve my country,—The injury my country ſuſ- 
tained in conſequence of it, is apparent to all. 
The fatal effects of ſuch treatment to myſelf, 
will be ſtated at large i in the concluding part of 
this relation, 

Before I enter into the abſtract of my correſ- 
pondence with the Lords of the Treaſury, and 
notwithſtanding that, I truſt, ample juſtification 
of my official conduct, which, I hope, the 
foregoing ſheets may have afforded, yet after fo 


painful an event as the loſs of that iſland intruſt- 


ed to my care, the indulgent reader will, I flat- 
F 2. | ter 


( 68 ) 
ter mvſ-1f, allow me in this place to add ſome. 
thing further than bare juſtification, eſpecially 
as the whole ſhall be ſupported by irrefragable 
vouchers, to be referred to as occaſion ſhall re- 
quire. 

O. the fatal day the enemy landed within leſs 
than two miles of the defenceleſs capital, their 
numbers, be'or: being joined by the Charibs, 
were ſuppoſed to be about goo, as vide in the Ap. 
pendix Mr, Hartley's note, one of my council who 
had been to ſee them, and although the commander 
of the King's troops was at that time with me, and 
was inſtantly ordered to the barracks not a quarter 
of a mile diſtant, to march the troops out to 
meet the enemy, it was full two hours before 
ordeis were given to them to march, and full 
half an hour after- before they did march, al- 
ledged to have been owing to waiting to be fur- 
niſhed with even thoſe a args, fi fifteen ſtand of 
which were deficient, cake laſt they were 
put in motion. This confirmed by a croud of 
evidence, more particularly by that of one of 
my Aid de Camps Mr. Phipps, and of Lieut, 
Walker, a very ſpirited officer at the Barracks, 
when the commander of the troops got there, 
and under whoſe immediate command he was. 
When the troops marched out, that their 
numbers did not amount to but forty-three or 
forty-ſour, ſtands confirmed by the foregoing 
teſtimon); that alſo of Lieutenant Barker, under 
2 85 8 the 
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the ſame command, of D. Connor; alſo by FE 
depoſitions of Mr. Nelſon And Mr. Mailoun, and 
alſo by the declarations. of every perſon both 
military and civil, who on that unhappy day ſaw 
them. 

This number all that could be tered, and 
within 3 or 4 of all actually a- K ngſton, then fell 
ſhamefully ſhort above fifty men of the return 
dated the 12th of June, but delivered to me on 


the 16th by the commander in chief of the troops 


not half an hour before the enemy landed, figned 
by him, which return, now in my poſſeſſion, 


(vide the copy in the Appendix) makes the num 


ber then at Kingſton Barracks ninety- ſeven ex- 
cluſive of officers, 

Deficiencies alſo appeared in every one of the 
windward and Charib poſts, where from their 
being moſt expoſed, my orders for their being 
kept compleat had been moſt peremptory; vide in 


the Appendix copies of thoſe returns from the 


reſpective officers commanding at theſe poſts. 
A great redundancy, however, unhappily for 


the Colony, were found, after the Ifland was 
taken, at poſts on the commander of the troops 
'own eſtate, where I had apprehended no danger, 
and where only fifteen men had been' ordered, 
and only that number ſaid by his return actually 


to be there, but. where according to the written 


declaration and affidavit of Michael Aldridge, 
one of the number, according to the evidence of 


3 | Mr, 


Mr. Kirton, a very reſpectable planter, given 
before the board of general officers, and who 


day, as alſo by ſeveral other perſons evidence, 


atteſted facts, I leave to others to determine. 


to ſome entrenchment, there to meet the enemy, 
I called on them, as alſo on ſeveral others who 


_ themſelves Britons by their behaviour that day, 
as I would give them an example, and that I 


enquiry of the general officers where this was 
proved, and to tell to the, I dare believe, aſto- 
niſhed reader, that this conduct of mine was, by 


ing an authority be did not think me entitled to: 


away at the moment by that ardor I felt at the 
opportunity going to be offered me of marking 


* a 
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took particular notice of their numbers on that 


they really exceeded ſeventy: how the return 
came ſo widely to vary from theſe poſitive well 


When the troops were at laſt put in march 
from the Barracks, and that I rode by their rear 
to put myſelf at their head on their march up 


heard me, to teſtify tomy exhorting them to ſhew 


authoriſed, nay entreated the firſt who ſhould 
ſee me turn my back on the enemy, to lodge the 
contents of his muſquet in me: for confirmation 
of this, I appeal to the minutes of that court of 


the commander of the troops, alledged as de- 
rogatory to him and blamable in me, by aſſum- 


if I really was to blame I hope it may be par- 


doned me as an error in my judgment, borne 


on the creſts of the enemies of my king and 
country 


E 
country that zeal I had ever felt for both, and 
of which I ſaw ſo little in others, lukewarmneſs 
in which I had long taught myſelf to believe 
bordered on criminality; a leflon I yet fear I 
ever ſhall find it difficult to unlearn. 

To vouch for my eagerneſs to make uſe of the 
little, very little force I was able to collect, I 
call on Aberdeen, Capt. Coningham, Lieut, 
Walker's minutes, Enſign Lees of the Engineers, 
and many others preſent, aao ſay whether onthe 
enemy's appearing on the brow of the hill, with- 
in much leſs than point blank ſhot of where I was, 
I did not call for the linſtock to fire that one poor 
gun (all Thad the uſe of) which I myſelf had cooly 


: 2 very exactly pointed, and to them I appeal 


to witneſs whether the more prudent commander 
of the troops, (probably with juſter military 
knowledge and experience than I preſume to 
poſſeſs) did not ſnatch away the linſtock and 
catch hold of my arm to prevent the gun being 
fired; alledging that Enſign Vanhamel ſeat to 
demand a parley being then with them, ſuch ſtep 
once taken, there would be no room for that 
capitulation he deemed allolutely neceſſary to 
make. 

After, by the countenance of reſiſtance and 
defence I put on, I had compelled the enemy to 
halt full twenty hours to gain time to receive 
ſuccours, which alas never came, and each party 
laying all night on their arms within muſquet ſhot 
T4 of 
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of eachother, and the enemy, including their allies 
the Charibs outmuſtering us about fifteen to one, 
Lieut. Walker's minutes in the Appendix, to 
which JI beg the reader to turn, provey what an- 
ſwer I returned by him to the commander of the 
French troops, when at day-break on the 17th 
of June, he fent me word if I did not immedi- 

ately give him my anſwer to his propoſals for 
ſurrender, he would put his troops in march; 


that gentleman's juſtice and aceuracy has ſhewn 


that I replied he ſhould have no anſwer but from 
the mouth of my cannon if he prefumed to ſtir 
a man; to him alſo I appeal whether the com- 


mander of the King's troops was not preſent at 


this my reply. | 
To Lieut. Barker and his letter I alſo again 


appeal, to prove that, ſeveral hours after, I ſenthim 
to call to me Lieut. Col. Etheringten then gone 


| back to the Barracks, bidding him tell the Co- 


lonel to come to me with every man he could 


bring, for that I was determined to defend the 
Tfland to the laſt extremity, notwithſtanding the 


propoſals made to me for capitulation. I draw 
a veil over other circumſtances, which, fully 


developed, would truly aſtoniſh the public, and 


will only add, that not being any where fup- 
ported, I was compelled to treat and capitulate; 
and to how good effect I did it, even thus cir- 
cumſtanced as I was, let the capitulation itſelf 
in the Appendix n as ene as for- 
tunately 
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tunately obtained, and reſolutely maintained, 
notwithſtanding the ſubſequent threats and con- 
duct of the captors to ſend me to priſon if J 
would not conſent to alter it; let the impartial 
reader caſt his eyes over the 3d, 6th, 18th, 23d, 
26th, 29th, zoth, and gift Articles, and then 
candidly declare whether theſe ſeem not dictat- 
W ing, rather than receiving terms as fingular as 
W honourable, in my ſituation; yet to which 1 
rever ſhould have been reduced, or the enemy 
ſucceeded, had my orders been obeyed, or I 
properly ſupported, I am authoriſed in ſaying 
this when the enemy himſelf in the very Gazette 
where it publiſhed its conqueſt, candidly ac- 
knowledges this. Vide verbatim the copy at the 
foot of their Gazette of June the 19th. 

It may inſtruct, as well as amuſe, the reader 
to learn, that the French Court thought itſelf 
ſo ſure of the conqueſt of all our Iſlands, that 5 
even before any of them were attacked, the Che- 
valier Trolong Durumain, who had the com- 
mand in chief of the expedition againſt St. Vin- 

cent, was furniſhed with the capitulation to be 
granted to each, not only thoſe afterwards taken, 
but alſo all of our others: I ſpeak with cer- 
tainty, having ſeen them when that intended to 
have been for St. Vincent, together with the 
French King's authority to Monſieur D'Eſtaing 
to grant ſuch, was produced, and urged to me, 
as an argument to 1 Monfieur Durumain 
*** 


$16 3 
for wanting to break through that I ſo happily 
had juſt obtained from Monſieur Canonge; 
who, although ſecond in command at landing, 


became, by a temporary abſence of Monfiew 


Durumain in purſuit of three of our ſhips, firſt 
when I was forced to capitulate ; and who, I 
fear, met with a very different reward for having 
granted the terms he merited, to his honour, 
ſtrictly obſerving them. 


How this happened, with many other inter- 
eſting particulars, are fully ſet forth in my long 


letter to the Secretary of State of the 2oth of 
June; in attentively peruſing which, the reader 
will probably find ample gratification of. his cu- 
rioſity: : I wiſh I was equally at liberty to ſatisfy 
it in the various means I ſo ſucceſsfully took to 
obtain ſecret intelligence; to diſcover which, the 


French Governors of St. Vincent, after its cap- 


ture, ſo often publicly declared they would give 
five thouſand Louis d'ors. 

And now, reader, let me entreat you: to re- 
view the difficulties I, from the firſt of my com- 


mand, had to encounter ; the coeval dangers 


which beſet the colony ; the total deficiency of 


all my means to repel theſe ; the ſupineneſs, yet 
diſloyal refractorineſs of many over whom I pre- 


ſided; and the painful fituation all this reduced 
me to. Let me entreat you next impartially to 
examine and compare my conduct with that of 
ho DRE: ; and then decide, whether I de- 

r ſerved 
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63 
ſerved the accuſations ſome perſons dared throw 
out againſt me, ſaying I acted with precipitancy, 
without conſulting my Council; and that TI 


r ſtretched the royal prerogative beyond its juſt 
li limits, Surely the very reverſe of this muſt ap- 
[ pear moſt obviouſly, Let facts vouch my cau- 


tion, how uniformly, in matters of conſequence, 
did I aſk and take the advice of my Council, 
and others in different departments I thought 
. qualified to give it? In order to preferve the 
peace of the Colony, what perſonal indignities 
to my public character did I nat ſubmit to, 
which J moſt aſſuredly had highly reſented, had 
ſimilar ones been dared to have been offered to 
me in a private capacity? Not to engage his 
g Majeſty in diſputes with the Aſſembly, how 
often did I not ſhorten the arm of prerogative, 
even where perhaps I ought to have ſtretched it 
out to reach, and to have made it fall heavily 
on the guilty head of factious diſloyalty ? which, 
more than all ether united cauſes, ſerved to tar» 
niſh the luſtre of the Britiſh arms there, as in 
other parts of its once happy empire. Alas! 
how painful to me, yet how neceſſary to a right 
underſtanding of facts, are the various egotiſms 
this work contains. May their neceſſity gain me 
that pardon I entreat for them from the indul- 
gent reader. 
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An Abftraft of that Part of Governor Morris's Correſ. 


on the Lords of the Treafury for that purpoſe, 


Letter, No. II. 


— . oe EEE r a — = - - ** _ _ „ . 
>- — 4 — — _ - = - — — ” = — — 2 2 — * 2 
3 — — "= _— — * . C 2 * — _—_ — — — — * E * * 
3 > o 6 ”Y EI. q — — — — Fx ** on we y * 2 x 5 — 
— _ 2 — = — 2 > — 


8 


the rate of Exchange. States the balance to be in 
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Tency. Affigns reaſons for the heavy expences, 
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tion of the Colony. Vide Letter, No. IV. 


of the victualling buſineſs, and of contractors 
for that government. Vide Letter, No. VI. 


1 


Pondence with the Lords of the Treaſury, as is in. 
ſerled at large with the Letters written to the K. 
cretary of State. 


July 2, 1776. Introductory letter; ſtates the 
neceſſity of making immediate pay ments to go- 
vernment creditors, &c. Adviſes of bills drawn 


Vide Letter, No. I. 
Fuly 15. Relates to the ſame eG. Vide 


Ofober 26. Tranſmits the account current of 
government for the Michaelmas Quarter, with 


favour of Governor Morris, 10351. 148. gd. cur- 


&c. Vide Letter, No. III. 

Fuly 18, 1777. Mentions the balance of 
47311. 9s. 7d. currency being due to Governot 
Morris. States the expence of purchaſing and 
fitting out an armed floop. Marks the neceſſity 
of ſuch a veſſel, and the critical expoſed firua- 


Kone 


OF. 22. Declares the not having received a 
ſhilling of public money, to anſwer the exigen- 
cies of public ſervice. Vide Letter, No. V. 

March 12, 1778. Unveils the miſcondu& 
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April 16. A very conclufive and ample ſtate- 
ment of reaſons for the extraordinary expences 
of the | contingent account. Vide Letter, 
No. VII. 1D 511 30t..2533- 
April 18. Complains of the non-payment. of 
bills, and ſtates the various lage balances due, 
at d fferent periods, to. the Governor. G 
Letter, No. VIII. 18 80 

Muy 14. Reaſcns on the ſulforing govern. 

ment bills to return proteſted ; its fatal conſe- 
quences to the iſland; and its injuſtice to the 
Governor. Vide Letter, No. IX. "57 

June 5. Acknowledges the receipt of orders 
to pat the Iſland in the beft poſſible fate of defence, De- 
ſcribes the Governor's dilemma on the nun-pay- 
ment of government bills; mentions the return 


of Major Brown to England, with references to 


him. Vide Letter, No. X. | 
Fuly 7. States that, by the eontingent ac- 
count (a copy ſent by Major Brown,) there is 


a balance of above 4oool. currency due to Go- 


vernor Morris; and ſolicits the juſtice, as well 


as inſtructions of the Treaſury Board. Vide 


Letter, No. XI. 
Auguſt 4. Requeſts an examination if his contin- 
gent accounts, and juſtifies their anne at large. 


Vide Letter, No. XII. 


Oc. x. Repeats the diſtreſſes brought on the 


government, the governor, and the bill-holders, 


by the non-payment of the bills, &c. Vide 
Letter, No. XIII. 


Oc. 


( 78 ) 

Oc. 27. Recapitulates the ſame ſubject in dif. 
ferent views, & c. Vide Letter, No. XIV. 

Jan. 16, 1779. Adviſes the drawing of bills, 
&c. for the Chriſtmas Quarter, wherein a balance 
is due to Governor Morris, of 17221. 18. 5d. 
ſterling; urges, in a very earneſt manner, the 
payment thereof, Vide Letter, No. XV. 

Fuly 27. Deſcribes the Governor's fituation 
after the capture of the Iſland ; and that its diſ- 
agreeable circumſtances are cruelly encreaſed by 
the continuance of the Treaſury to refuſe pay- 
ment of his bills. Vide Letter, No. XVI. 

Aug. 6. Recites additional diſtreſs arifing from 
the ſame cauſe. Vide Letter, No. XVII. 
Aug. 17. A poſtſcript acquainting of ſome 


bills neceſſitated to be drawn on a their Lordſhips, 


Vide No. XVIII. | _ 
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YorFFICIAL LETTERS 
FROM 


GOVERNOR MORRIS 


T0 


10RD GEORGE GERMAIN, &c. &; 


( No. I.) 
EFT St. Vincents, Sept. 6, 1777. 
My Loxp, e 
HE honor of your Lordſhip's letter of the 
2d of July, by the Packet, reached me 
laſt night, If my zeal has either made me too 
minute and troubleſome in expreſſing my alarms 
| for the ſafety of this Colony, let me intreat that 
the motive may plead excuſe for the effect; and 
let me beg of your Lordſhip to confider that of 
350 nominal troops now on this Iſland, there 
were not when my letters were written above 120 
at 


„ 
at moſt that could be depended on, the reſt con. 
ſiſt of a very great number of diſabled and old 
men who ought to be diſcharged, and of ney 
and raw recruits, moſtly the ſweeping of London 
ſtreets and very lately arrived, whoſe health, to 
ſay no more, could not be depended on; add to 
this, a refractory Colony t that had with difficulty 
been prevailed upon to eſtabliſh any militia, and 
when it paſſed the bill clogged it with a clav{: 
that limited the diſtance to wh.ch only that 
body could eyer be called out, many miles ſhort 
the extent of his Majeſiy's Lande, m teeny mile 
Hort of the flrong holds of the fugitive flaves, thei 
eflabliſhed, protected and armed by the Charivs, who 
in reality were ſo far from being ready to give 
any real aſſiſtance to his Majeſty's forces, that it 
required all imaginable addreſs to prevent their 
openly joining the Runaway Negroes, whom they 
furniſhed with whatever arms and amunition they 
wanted ; which, by a defe& in the Treaty, or 
at leaſt without poſitive orders from his. Majeſty, 
none of his Governors have thought it adviſable, 
or themſelves authoriſed, to prevent. 
When theſe things, I ay, my Lord, are con- 
| fidered, and that I had eighteen regular poſts to 
leave well garriſoned, your Lordſhip will, [ 
truſt, think that I did but my duty in making | known 
zo you the real flate of the Nand, while 1 omitted 1 
ep that could give it every additional ſecurity ; and! 


ford fail in my Ys. and miſlead Jour Lordſhip, did! 
giui 


| (. $2} ) 

ve any aſſurances that the Charibs can be looked upon 
a4 friends, ready to afford any faithful aſſiſtance 
when it may be wanted. They are perpetually 
going over to Martinique and to St. Lucie, and 
are encouraged by the French Governors ſo to 
do; and in any war with the French for ſome years at 
leaſt, would with difficulty be prevented giving thoſe 
any aſſiſtance in their power, —Their innate cowar- 
dice, our poſts in their country and preſent 
thorough knowledge of it, may be ſureties in 
ſuch a war to keep them inoffenfive. A further 
ſettlement and peopling of this Iſland may in 
time work confiderable change ; but to make 
this ſpeedily effectual can only be done when more 

important objects will admit of more troops being 
fationed bere for ſome years: in the mean. time, no- 
thing ſhall be, and I beg” leave to aſſure your 
Lordſhip, nothing has been wanting, on my 
part, to make the beſt uſe of that ſtrength, 
which I yet muſt again repeat, is much lefs ef- 
fectual from the refractory ſpirit of the Colony, 
which, though it calls loudly for protection, is 
very ſparing in giving it, as, by the reſtraining 
motions of the Militia Bill, your Lordſhip maſt 
have obſerved. 

Leſt there ſhould appear any inconſiſtency in 
my letters, ſometimes ſpeaking of the Charibs, 
as expecting aſſiſtance from them, and at other 
times, as looking on them as by no means to be 
relied upon; ; I beg leave to obſerve, that this 
G is 


( 82 ) 
is owing to their real character: full of pro. 
miſes one day, perhaps the next they refuſe to 
fulfil one of them; and when I ſummoned and 
inſiſted on ſome of the Chiefs going out with 
their Clans to try to take the Runaway Negroes, 
they infiſted on doing it quite by themſelves, 
and generally refuſed to let any ſoldiers, or other 
white people go with them, whom J wanted to 
ſend as ſpies on their conduct; when they went 
out thus, they only proceeded a little way into the 
woods, there ſtayed till they had conſumed all 
the proviſions they had demanded from the 
King's Stores for their expedition, and then re- 
turned, ſay ing they could meet no Runaways: 
at theſe times I am certain they gave intelligence 
to the others of all they knew of my intentions. 
At other times when I compelled ſome of them 
to accompany parties of the King's troops, they 
came in very ſmall numbers, and whenever there 
was the leaſt appearance of danger they refuſed 
to advance a ſtep, and retired behind the ſoldiers, 
once only excepted, when the parties came ſud- 
denly on ſome of the Runaways, then a few gave 
a random fire and fled, and kept for two hours 
' popping off their pieces as they fled. back to our 
poſt, and told me on my reprimanding them, 
that they did it to clear the woods. 
Conſcious of the weighty affairs of Govern- 
ment that muſt oppreſs your Lordſhip, I have 
often determined to be leſs prolixly troubleſome 
in 


0); 

in the informations I have tranſmitted, and yet 
to make your Lordſhip as perfectly acquainted | 
with every thing within my government as if 
yourſelf were, on the ſpot, I have thought it my duty, 
and have done it to the utmoſt of my power, 
with an expence, aſſiduity, and fatigue in theſe 
climates, that nothing but being on the ſpot can 
give a perfect idea of, What part of theſe in- 
formations ſhall be uſed or rejected, your Lord- 
ſhip muſt be the beſt judge. 

Without a ſalary from England, or any from 
the Colony, with fees of office from an infant Set- 
tlement not nearly equal (this firſt year of taking 
poſſeſſion excepted) to the common expences of 
the table, even his Majeſty's Lieutenant Gover- 
nor muſt keep up, not to diſhonour his Royal 
Maſter's appointment ;—your Lordſhip will be- 
lieve that a warm zeal for his Majeſty's ſervice 
has not been the weakeſt among thoſe induce- 
ments which have inſtigated, and ever ſhall con- 
tinue to inſtigate, me to ſacrifice health, for- 
tune, and life, when neceſſary for that ſervice. 

I ſhall defer unto ſome future opportunity, 
the tranſmitting to you my ſentiments fully on 
that line of conduct which appears neceſſary to 
be held with regard to the Charibs, whoſe con- 
ſtant intercourſe with the French Iſlands, and be- 
ing every man permitted to be, as I found them, 
ſo very well armed, puts it in their power on 
any occaſion to be very troubleſome, nay danger- 
8 2 ous 
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ous inmates to a Colony. Stripped of thoſe two 


made his Majeſty's honour and intereſts, and the 
ſolid permanent benefit and ſpeedy well ſettling 


and purſuit, &c. &c. 


his Majeſty's Attorney General's opinion, and has 


u 


priviledges, and ſtripped of them they may be, 
both with juſtice and ſafety, if meaſures are pre- 
viouſly and prudently concerted, theſe people 
may be very inoffenſive, if not uſeful ſubjects. 


1 have che bonour, &c. 


VALENTINE MORRIS, 


(No, II.) 


5 St. Vincent, Nov. 20, 1777. 
My Lord, 

i I YESTERDAY received the honour 
of your Lordſhip's Letter of the 3d of Septem- 
ber. I obſerve, my remoteneſs from England has 
laid open to ſtrange miſrepreſentations to his Ma- 
jeſty, the Lords of the Treaſury, and your Lord- 
ſhip, the conduct of a man who has invariably 


of this Colony, the objects of his utmoſt wt 


I beg leave to inform your Londihtp,'thurkky 
conduct, from the firſt moment, was governed by 


Vu, 


not 


1 
not been ſingular. I have trod regularly in the 
ſteps of all the preceeding Governors, Governor 
Melville, Governor Fitzmaurice, and Governor 
Leyborne, &c. &c, If required, I will ſend 
your Lordſhip ſo many proofs from the Secreta- 
ry's and Patent Office, from the Council Books, 
and ſuch a number of Affidavits, as ſhall put this 
beyond all poſlibility of a doubt. Surely, my 
Lord, I ſhould be particularly unfortunate, with- 
out ſalary as Governor in Chief, with common 
fees of office ſcarcely exceeding three hundred 
pounds ſterling a year, to be, from invidious 
miſrepreſentation, held blameable for walking in 
that regular tract, my predeceſſors in office have 
trod, who poſſeſſed falaries, and whoſe conduct, 
however, I doubt not moſt made received 
the royal approbation. 
Grating and painful, BY Lord, is the taſk of 
ſpeaking in praiſe of one's ſelf, but ſtill more ſo. 
of laying, undeſervedly, under the Royal cenſure, 
or of that of any of his Majeſty's Miniſters ; and 
I may humbly, yet confidently ſay, the more 
the whole tenor of my conduct ſhall be examined 
into, the more it will ſtand approved, even were 
this to be ſcrutiniſed into by the aggregate or 
the individual voice even of this very Colony, 
taken throughout, ſpite of ſome factious ſelf- 
intereſted individuals in the community, Had I 
choſen to be leſs zealous for his Majeſty's honour 
and intereſt than I have been, and thereby, have 
G 3 conciliated 


( 86 ) 
conciliated the good will of thoſe few powerful 
turbulent ones, your Lordſhip, the Lords 6f the 
Treaſury, and Eis Majeſty himſelf had been ſaved 
the trouble that has been given them, and I the 
mortification of juſtifying myſelf againſt cruel 
aſperſions and miſrepreſentations, &c. &c. &c. 


( No. III. ) 


1 


o_ St. Vincent, Dec. 5, 1777. 
Mx Lonp, e 


PERMIT me the honour of moſt ear- R 
neſtly recommending to your Lordſhip's confi- 
deration, and to that of the Lords of the Trea- 1 
ſury, before any ſteps are taken in reſpect to the E 
grants mentioned in your Lordſhip's Letter of 4 
the 3d of September, not only every thing wrote 
in mine of the 2oth of November, but further, 
the relative ſtate of this Colony in reſpect to all 

others belonging to his Majeſty, and ſtill more 
to thoſe of the French, from falling an eaſy de- 
fenceleſs prey, to which, on the leaſt rupture 
with them, and from being hourly liable to the 
plunder of privateers and any diſturbances from 
the Charibs and Runaway Nein nothing can 
ſave 
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3 
ſave it but a rapid ſettlement, clearing it of the 
woods, and numerous white population. Ob- 
jects J have had ſo conſtantly in my view, as to 
be daily riſking my life and ſacrificing my health 
to obtain; inſomuch as to have trod almoſt every 
mountain, and explored every wood in this hi- 
W therto unknown, difficult, dangerous, and, yet I 
W truſt hercafter to be found, valuable Colony. 
b Nothing, my Lord, can acquire this end—no- 
thing can give this Colony that ſecurity it ſtands 
in need of, but giving the land azvay, in the ſpeedi- 
eſt manner poffible, to numerous perſons, and in 
general, ſmall lots. Barbadoes owed its flou- 
riſhing and ſecure ſtate to ſuch meaſures ; and 
that Colony mutt long remain an heavy burden 
to the Mother Country, and be ever expoſed to 
every attempt of an enemy againſt it, where this 
plan is not purſued: and believe me, my Lord, 
the preſent remonſtrances to the Lords of the 
Treaſury, have only in view, ſome of them, 
particular private confiderations ; : and others, 
the ſelling at as high rates as they can, that land 
bought from General Moncton, now witheld 
from ſpeedy ſettlement, only to try thereby to 
inrich ſome individuals, to the infinite injury 
and riſk of the Colony, and his Majeſty” s. honour, 


intereſt, and dignity, Muſt, my Lords, ſuch 


views as theſe outweigh the far more noble, and 
uſeful one of ſettlement ?—Muſt men, each now, 
and for ſome little time ſince, eagerly expending 
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©. 58 ) 
their ode property, credit, and perſonal la- 
bour, to give his Colony ſecurity, and his Ma- 
jeſty a ſpeedy revenue; which ends are going on 
with ſuch progreſs as muſt almoſt immediately, 
and totally alter the face of this at preſent rag- 


ged, wooded, and hitherto nearly uſeleſs, and 


expenſive Colony: muſt theſe men, my Lord, 
when doing this, - as they thought, and as I 
thought, under the ſanction of, and in full confor- 
mity to his Majeſty's gracious intention, loſe the fruits 
of their labours, ' nay, ſeveral of them their 
health, and ſome of them, their lives, in vain, 
and every true object of cultivation be ſacrificed 
to gratify intereſted miſrepreſentations? Let me 
intreat, my Lord, that the true views of the reſpective 
parties, the real flate of facts, the very grants, their 


proportions, and the obvious public utility acquired by 


the diſpoſitions of theſe be well examined, before an un- 
deſerved attention be paid to miſrepreſentation. 
Perhaps, my Lord, I may be blamed for the 
freedom I take in my expreſſions, but it appears 
to be my duty to do it; and to add ſtill further, 
that under all the above circumſtances it would 
be extremely difficult, if not abſolutely impoſ- 


ſible, without inconceivable, and permit me to 
ſay, but too juſtly founded clamour, to deprive 


the many reſpective entire families of that pro- 
perty they are rapidly, and to his Majeſty's and 
the Colony s benefit, moſt uſefully and moſt la- 


boriouſly cultivating, 4 


3467 3 If 
| 


c » ) 

nt after a due examination of all the circum- 
ances attending this buſineſs, his Majeſty's 
gracious intentions ſhall appear to have been miſ⸗ 
conceived, let me, my Lord, ſuffer ; but let not his 
Majeſty's moſt faithful, moſt uſeful, and moſt induſtrious 
ſubjedts ſhare in the ſame, Let not Britiſh coloni- 
zation and ſettlement receive ſo ſevere a wound; 
fill leſs at this particular period, when the 
French are hourly, and ſo ſucceſsfully holding 
forth to ſettlers every temptation ; ſuch as large 
tracts of land given away gratis ; immunity for 
19 or 20 years from all taxes ; and funds to lend 
ſettlers money at low intereſt; all this to the 
imminent hazard of this government in particu- 
lar; and to counterwork which has been, and 
ſtill is my laborious, aſſiduous, and indefatigable 
talk ; whether with true zeal for his Majeſty's 
intereſts, or with private views, let the whole 
tenour of my conduct, and my privation of ſa- 
lary, vouch. | 

If, my Lord, I have miſtook his Majeſty's 
real intentions, (which I flatter myſelf, on exa- 
mination, I may be ſtill found not to have done) 
your Lordſhip will have read, I did it after due 
conſultation with his Attorney General, and with 
every deſire to forward his honour and intereſt, 
and conformable to what appeared to be bi 
royal pleaſure. _ 

Until this Colony ſhall be a little better regu- 
lated than it is at preſent, or has lately been, tq 


make 
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„ 
make the full conſent of the Council neceſſary 
to every meaſure of Government, will be little 


elſe than determining none, where his Majeſty's 


real intereſts are concerned, ſhall be carried into 
execution; when even remotely, and only con- 


tingently, thoſe of any individual of the Colony 
may ſeem to be in competition. Your Lord. 
ſhip needs no fuller proof than thoſe already for- 
warded, of many of that body ſubſcribing to, 
and encouraging the figning a known forged and 
falſe atteſtation of a public officer, whole real 
atteſtation is admitted as evidence in law. 
Should further proofs of my aſſertion be re- 
quired, I can unhappily furniſh your Lordſhip 
with many others. With reſpect to the general 
government of this Colony, give me leave, my 
Lord, once more to obſerve, that if the conduct 
of the turbulent of this Colony, has, in general, 
met with his Majeſty's diſapprobation, it is 
moſt abſolutely expedient that ſome ſignal mark 


of his difpleaſure ſhould be maniteſted towards 


them. Otherwiſe, ſhould no notice be taken of 
it, it muſt be an encouragement for every vio- 
lent individual to tir up ſome frivolous repre- 
ſentation of, and objection to the meaſures of 
this government, the bare animadverting on, 
and reading of which, muſt take up the whole 
of mine, as well as your Lordſhip's much more 
precious time. Further, ſhould the general line 
of my conduct here meet the royal approbation, 
which is my warmeſt ambition that it ſhould, 


pet- 


VV 
permit me, my Lord, to hope, I ſhall have this 
Wicnificd to me in ſuch a manner, as may in fu. 
ture command that reſpect to office, which is 
aue to his Majeſty's commiſſion, without which 
; buſineſs cannot be done, and which, in my pub- 
lic capacity alone, I ſhall be ever anxious to ſee 
oeſtowed. To tranſmit all the indecent viola- 
W tion of, and indignity offered ſuch by even the 
late publications in-the news-papers, would»be 
to ſwell my letter to a volume. | 

I have the honour to be, &c. 


bo (No. IV. ) 


| St. Vincent, Dec. I 7, 777 
Ay nog 3 t 


1 EMBRACE the opportunity of a vel. 
ſel of force ſailing from Dominica to tranſmit to 
your Lordſhip the incloſed copy of an affidavit 
relative to American force and French conduct 
in theſe latitudes, at Martinique particularly. I 
have alſo to repeat, from the very certain intel- 
ligence I keep up there, that it is in vain for your 
Lordſhip, or any of his Majeſty's Minifters, to hope 
that the real conduct of fog French in their Iſlands in 

- theſe 
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theſe ſeat, toill be altered, whatever may be their 4 
clarations, or moſt ſolemn aſſurances in Europe. Their 
plan of the moſt effectual, moſt avowed ſupport, 
and every thing but a public acknowledgment of 
the independency of the American States, is fo 
ſteadily and uniformly purſued, that I cannot 
but be aſſured, (although they perhaps will not dt. 
klare war firſt againſt Great Britain, they will continue 
to act ſo as to make that unavoidable on the part of 
bis Majeſty againſt them; and „ey expect it, and 
prepare themſelves for it, on a ſuppoſition that 
ſooner or later they will be interrupted in their 
preſent advantages of reaping every poſſible be. 
nefit a wat could give them, without ſuffering 
any of its inconveniencies. | 
The preſent very formidable and highly 3 
force they have in their Iſlands hereabouts, which | 
beg leave to aſſure your Lordſhip has been ra. 
ther under-rated, and this not even a little in 
all my former letters, is calculated, is intended 
for offence to the Engliſh, rather than defence of 
themſelves. A ſufficient Britiſh naval force in 
theſe ſeas will not only prevent this, but muſt 
eut off their ſupplies from Europe; in which 
Eaſe their numbers muſt ſoon ſtarve them in 4 
climate where no care can long preſerve provi 
fions; flour eſpecially, and the internal produce 
of Martinique cannot maintain its preſent num- 
bers ſcarce two months ; and even to do this, 
all their ſugar ſettlements muſt be diſmantled, 
and 


11 
and the land turned to the growing of provie 
ſions; a work of time, and ruin to them, 
permit me, my Lord, on a ſuppoſition of the 
great probability of a war with them, to obſerve, 
that any attack on either Martinique or. Guada- 
loupe, the former eſpecially, would be attended 
with great loſs, and be very tedious, ſuppoſing 
ti proved ſucceſsful ; on the contrary, the Iſland 
of 5:. Lucie has a very trifling force on it; has, 
comparatively ſpeaking, no fortifications what- 
ever ; has many perfectly open, indefenſible 
bays ; and although, yet a while, from its pro- 
duce, of very little importance, is, from fitu- 
ation and power of annoyance, inęſtimable, In 
that Iſland, at the Carenage Suffreir Bay, and 
many other excellent ſheltered roads, are har- 
bours for men of war, equal, if not ſuperior, to 
any in moſt Iflands, The ſea-faring people can 
confirm to your Lordſhip, that men of war can, 
at one ſtretch, without making a tack, cover 
Grenada, all the Grenadines, and this Govern- 
ment; and this, let currents be as they may, 
which; among all theſe Iflands, are beyond be- 
lief troubleſome. ' At another ſtretch, with equal 
convenience, theſe can reach Dominica, harraſſing 
Martinique either on its windward or leeward | 
fide at option, to the total prevention of ſhip- 
Ping getting into, or out of Martinique ungb- 
ſerved ; ſo chat part ot 4 a ſquadron being at 
| Domis 
T 
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Dominica, another part at St. Lucie, and a third 
part at Antigua as uſual, his Majeſty's ſhips 
making their cruizes in concert, the Britiſh 
windward Iflands would be pertectly protected 
by the ſame crurze, that annoyed even to actual 
ſtarving to a ſurrender, both Martinique and 
Guadaloupe ; and both muſt, my Lord, I dare 
emphatically repeat, muſt fall, without hazard 
to, or bloodſhed of his Majeſty's land forces, 
To preſume to point out to your Lordſhip the 
advantages which would attend this mode of 
reducing thoſe Iflands, in preference to tranſ- 
porting to theſe ſeas troops ſufficient to conquer 
them, would be impertinent ; to hint the 
thought and manner of doing it, probably 1s my 
duty. After again aſſuring your Lordſhip of the 
facility, with a trivial land force, of being maſters 
of St. Lucie, yet begging my declarations may 
be no further relied on than to lead to the exa- 
' mination of perſons of better judgment, -parti- 
cularly his Majeſty's Captains of Admiral 
\ Young's ſquadron, who have lately cruized 
round thoſe latitudes, I have the honour to 
_ acquaint your Lordſhip, I can, at all times, 
furniſh pilots that know every bay, ſounding, 
and current of and round that Ifland.* 


* The two pilots who conducted Admiral Barrington to the 
ſucceſsful attack of St. Lucie, had been provided by Gover- 
nor Morris, and had been kept by him in employ, and for 
"that purpoſe, 

To 


C38) 
To confirm the great importance of Saint Lucie 
to Great Britain in point of ſituation, and for the 
reaſons before named, let me have the honour 
of calling to your Lordſhip's recollection, the ; 
point which the Court of France made at the 
laſt peace, not to let 1t remain in our hands : 
this was from their knowledge of the advantages 
of its local ſituation, a predilection that Court 
will have art enough to diſclaim, in hopes of 
concealing its utility from Britiſh knowledge; 
for the land is much inferior to that of this 
[land ; and from thence I could now get ſettlers 
into this government. | 
If Lord Mansfield does me the honour to re- L 


collect much diſcourſe I held with his Lordſhip # > „ | 
when he did me the honour of a ci ar ber-, 
Tec previous to the laſt peace, on the ſubject — 
of that Iſland, he, probably, will recollect the 
enquiries he might, in conſequence of my“ hints, 
have made of other people. My fituation, of 
late years, in this government, with my own 
repeated perſonal examinations, and the infor- 
mations I get from connections I keep up in that 
Iſland, within three, I believe I may ſay much 
leſs than three, hours ſail from this Iſland, by 
encreaſing and rendering certain my earlier in- 
telligences and knowledge of it, have quite con- 
firmed my former opinion, that, in reſpect of 
annoying and curbing Martinique, it is of inefti- 
mable value to Great Britain. Let, my Lord, its 


relative 3 
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relative ſituation and harbours, and not its pro- 
duce, be the articles enquired into.* 

Although it gives me pain to do it, I cannot 
help again repeating that, without your Lord. 
ſhip, or the Lords of the Treaſury, will permit 
me to make ſome charge for that extra expence 
I am at to keep up connections, and gain need- 
ful intelligence in the French Iſlands ; my pri- 
vate fortune not permitting me to be at that ex- 
pence, I fear that I ſhall be forced to drop it, 
unleſs I ſhall be properly authoriſed to con- 
tinue it. 

I ſend a copy of the encloſed affidavit to Ad- 
miral Young : 

And have the 3 &c. c. | 


* The reader is requeſted to obſerve, how uniformly, and 
how repeatedly, even from my firſt entering into command, 
1 aſſured Adminiſtration of French conduct being ſuch as to 
make a.French war inevitable : what early and exact infor- 
mation I conſtantly gave of their force and deſigns in thoſe 
ſeas ; of the reſpective ſtrength of all their Iſlands : and how 
Cana y and early I recommended the attack of St. Lucie on 
a ad | | 
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„ St. Vincent, Dec. 27, 1777. 
My Lord, [302 + Wot « „ 


THE day before yeſterday the Speke 
ſtore ſhip brought me the braſs field pieces, to- 
gether with the grape ſhot, which your Lord- 
ſhip's Letter of the 2d of July laſt did me the 
honour of acquainting me were ſhipped for this 
Iſland, agreeable to a former requeſt of mine, 
and which will be highly ſerviceable. , It is my 
duty, howeyer, to acquaint your Lordſhip, that 
I have-never yet received one article of thoſe 
| ſtores, and of that ordnance which the late Go- 
vernor Young's Letters of September 1775, men- 
tioned the abſolute neceſſity of being ſpeedily 

ſent out; which many of my Letters, particu- 
larly Auguſt the 8th, 1776, to your Lordſhip, 
and my Letter of the 13th of February laſt, to 
Lord Townſhend, again pathetically lament the 
want of; which your Lordſhip's favour of the 

4th of December 1776, mentions having, as far 
back as the preceding January, ſignified to the 
Board of Ordnance, that it was his Majeſty's 
pleaſure ſhould be directly ſent out; and which, 

believe me, my Lord, this Iſland ſtands more 

in need of than I can expreſs. The want was 

great when Governor Voung wrote, and has, as 
H may 
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| may be reaſonably ſuppoſed, been hourly en. 
creaſing. The very ſmall quantity of powder, 
and ſome other ſmaller articles, brought by the 
Saint Helena, was only for the regular conſump. 
tion of the Ifland, but was not, ſome gun car. 
riages excepted, any part of that abſolutely, 
_ indiſpenſably requiſite ſupply to put the Iſland 
into a tolerable ſtate of defence. We have forts 
and batteries without guns, and guns without 
ball, and the many other articles named in that 
former requiſition. Indeed, as to ball; we may 
be ſaid to be without any, particularly 6 and 18 
pounders; and even when the ſwivels were ſeit, 
no ball came with them, of which we want a 
conſiderable quantity of pound and pound and an 
half: nor have I ten muſkets on the Iſland for 
any emergency, and many of the troops wanting 
their's; for, by ſome unaccountable miſtake, 
the troops, particularly all the recruits, have 
come without any arms; and when the late alarm 
about the runaway negroes called the ſoldiery 
out, had I not had a good many ſpare arms ever 
ſince the Charib war to have diſtributed among 
them, and ſeveral of the inhabitants who were 
moſt expoſed, I know not what would have been 
the conſequence; and even with theſe, the ſup- 
ply was not nearly equal to the want; and I arh 
again obliged to repeat to your Lordfhip, that 
very many even of the few troops here have no 


arms. Where chis neglect ought t to be charged, 


v* + B. « 45 


ET TY "your 


. 
your Lordſhip will be beſt able to deter- 
mine. 

Hitherto, by tbe intercourſe I keep up with 
perſons at * * * ® and * * *, I have bought 
powder there, and was getting te ball; but I 
believe it was. ſuſpected, from the ſize of the 
ball wanted, where they wete to go, and I was 
diſappointed, and can now get none from thence. 
I muſt, therefore, once more entreat your Lord- 
ſhip to give directions for that ſupply; ot indeed, 
at preſent, a larger one than that mentioned in 
Governor Young's letter of September, 177 5, 
to be forwarded with all expedition. _ 

I learn the Speke landed an enormous quan- 
tity of ſtores of all ſorts at Dominica, and 
amongſt theſe, ſeventy odd pieces of cannon. 
If this was the caſe, ſure there muſt' have been 
ſome miſtake ; and ſome of thoſe muſt have been 
intended for this iſland, However, 1 1 mall do 
myſelf the honour of writing again to Lord 
Townſhend by this conveyance, for that requi- 
ſition made by the late Governor Voung, in Sep- 
tember, 1775, and afterwards repeated by him, 
who has the honour to remain, &c. &c. 10 


„ 
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(No. vl.) 


St. Vincent, Jan. 20, 1778. 


Mx Loxy, ; 
I WANT words to expreſs the aſto- 
| niſhment and concern I feel, on reading your 
Lordſhip's letter of the 3d of December, which 
I had the honour of receiving yeſterday, &c. 

If, my Lord, to dedicate myſelf, and all my 
| faculties, wholly and invariably to what ap- 
peared to me to be the enlarged, real, and per- 
manent intereſt and dignity of his Majeſty and 
this Colony, is a fault, I confeſs that I have re- 
peatedly offended ; but the error lay in my un- 
derſtanding, and not in my will. Theſe ideas, 
my Lord, were uppermoſt in my thoughts ; 1 
ever kept thoſe objects in view, and I beg your 
Lordſhip will conſider how I am fituated : pre- 
fiding over a colony, compoſed, ſome individuals 
excepted, of perſons very, very unlike thoſe who 
conſtitute the majority of the preſent ſettlers in 
our old colonies. Yet theſe men, my Lord, I could, 
inſtead of enemies, have made, and could, at this hour, 
make friends of, by a conduct which, though it wwould in 
reality have merited his Majeſty's and your Loraſhip's 
diſapprobation, would probably, well gloſſed over, aue 
been handed to your Lordſhip in Adreſſe „Votes of 
Thanks, dc. &c. 


A ver7 


un 
A very large French tranſport, carrying about 
eight hundred ſoldiers to St. Domingo, paſſed 
the latitude of between Euſtatia and Tortola, 
about twelve days ago. 

I here incloſe to your Lordſhip? an Mere 
letter of the Clergyman Duche to Mr. Waſhing- 
ton, in which the real ſituation of the Americans 
is fully ſet forth. The authenticity of that let - 
ter renders it worth tranſmitting to your Lord- 
| ſhip, and it probably may be thought adviſeable 
to give it to the public in the newſpapers, to 
endeavour ſtill further to undeceive the hitherto, 
I hope now but few infatuated people, who wiſh 
to ſupport a rebellious cauſe. _ 

1 have the honour, &c. &c. 


(No. VII.) 


| W n | MEN 24, 0770: ; 
Mr Lox, | ; | 


I HAVE the honour to incloſe to your ; 
Lordſhip the French King's letter to his Gover- 
nor of Martinique, the Marquis de Bouills, re- 
ceived there the 14th inſtant; and on the I $th . 
the French Governor, at the head of the troops, 


"OF £256 and 
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and with other great parade at Fort-Royal, pub- 
liſhed orders conformable to that letter, for the 


French ſubjects to fall upon, and poſſeſs them- 


ſelves of Britiſh property in every mode, and to 


fit out privateers, and the fame was repeated 


next day at St. Pierre; when the King's maga- 


Zines were opened for all his ſubjects who choſe 


to fit out privateers to be ſupplied from thence, 


with ſuch articles as they might ſtand in need 


of, giving ſecurity to replace the ſame, or 
others of the like nature, into the magazines, at 


the end of the war, as was the expreſſion ; at the 


ſame time I do not learn, that the French Gover- 


nor termed what he had done an actual decla- 


ration of war; but all the Engliſh property then 
in their harbours was foon after ſeized. : 

The copy of the French King's letter would 
have reached-me ſome-days fooner by expreſs than 
it did, and would thereby have enabled me to 
have made ſome ſeizures, by way of repriſals, of 
French property in our out-bays, which had op- 
portunity afterwards of eſcaping, but the pro- 


teſt, - by the Lords of the Treaſury, of my bills, 


ſeyeral material days were, Joſt, and that, 1 flat- 
1 tered 


drawn ſolely for the uſe of government, having 
obliged me, ſome weeks fince, to put a ſtop to 
thoſe payments, by which 1 uſed before to obtain 
inforination, and this at, a time when 1, as his, 
| Majeſty” 8 Governor, was on the point of receiy- 5 
ing the moſt. beneficial, effects from . Thus, 
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Wo myſelf, very material channel of fervice to 
Government ſhut up, at a mow that has turned ; 
out ſo critical. | 
I will be bold to. ſay, my Lord, that had 1 
been ſupported, inſtead of being made a ſacrifice 
of to miſrepreſentation and miſapprehenfion, nei- 

ther the French nor the Americans ſhould have | 
been able to have kept, in the French iſlands, 
any ſcheme or tranſaction, ſix days, or perhaps 
half of that, a ſecret from me. But I can only 
lament, what the Lords of the Treaſury might 
have prevented, to whom, much more than a | 
twelvemonth ago, I preſſed the receſlity of ſup- 
porting that ſpecies of uſeful ſervice, 1 declared 
my inability to do it out of my own funds, and 
entreated to receive a few lines on that head; 
and in expectation of ſoon receiving fi ſuch, I un- 
happily pledged and paid away my own property, 
for that and other his Majeſty s ſervices, and 
have been recompenſed, for ſuch conduct, with 
diſgrace and total ruin, by their Lordſhips pro- 
teſting my pills. 

I met my Council yeſterday, and ſhall meet 
the Aſſembly to-morrow, on this buſineſs of 
war. Before my Council I alſo laid his Majeſty 3 
Chief Engineer, Captain Morſe” "i report, . alſo 
herein encloſed, of the hazardous fituation, for 
w-ant of that finiſhing hand [ was giving, until 
interrupted, of the defences of this iſland, with 
the very incomplete, and therefore "nearly uſe- 
H 4 1 leg 
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leſs ſtate of the ſame; as alſo a ſtate of our de- 
plorable wants of artillery and ammunition. 


My Council, I confeſs, furprized me, by 


chooſing to take no ſtep, ar give me any advice 
until to-morrow, when the Aſſembly is to meet; 
and as I have unhappily incurred ſo much blame 
for judging without the advice of my Council, 
however well I meant, your Lordſhip will not 
be ſurprized that I wait for that advice to pur- 
ſue any plan; whereas, had I been differently | 
circumſtanced, I ſhould not have loſt ſeveral, L. 
fear precious days, in taking actiye meaſures to 
try to ſecure this colony, which, I confeſs, "2 


have no doubt muf! ſoon be attacked, and] dread the 


fatal conſeguences; as whatever is attempted will 
doubtleſs be now almoſt immediately, in our 
preſent too weil known naked, defenceleſs, 
weak fituation, before we receive a reinforce- | 
ment to the ſquadron. 
Ihe French, having garriſoned all of N 
forts at Martinique, with a great proportion of 
militia and bourgeois, have en, all the reſt 
of their troops in fuch a manner, and ſo provided, 
as to be able to embark at an hour's notice, and 
hourly expect a fleet of men of war. The pre- 
tence of the encampment was to guard againſt 
any attack from the Engliſh; but their real de. 
en is offenſive, a againſt Dominica is privately | 
owned, and this may in part be true; but the 


vicinity of that iſland to the Protection of our 


Leeward ; 
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Leeward land ſquadron, I think, will ſecure it. 
But this iſland, the Grenadines, and probably 
Grenada itſelf, may moſt likely feel an immedi- 
ate effect of this. rupture in theſe ſeas, which I 
apprehend your Lordſhip did not expect, when 
Mr. Knox wrote to me, three days after the 
French King's letter directing hoſtilities to be 
begun here; an advantage which the predeter- 
mined infincerity of French politics will ever 
have over the candour of Engliſh, ones. 
Having named meeting the Aſſembly to- © 
morrow, it recurs to me, my Lord, how 
ſtrangely miſunderſtood have all my late tranſ- X 
actions with the colony been. 1 have been repre- 
ſented as having, for many months, been ating 
ſolely by myſelf, without Council or Aſſembly; Z 
whereas my Council and I have regularly met in ; 
the utmoſt harmony, which, I ſhould have. 
thought, the Minutes of that Board, forwarded 
officially in January laſt, would have ſhewn, 25 
a continuation of thoſe Minutes to this month, 
again regularly | forwarded by. this packet, will 8 
continue to prove. Theſe Minutes give me leave 
to beſeech your Lordſhip to be: a and there | 
ſee my regular conduct. 5 
Your Lordſhip, by reviewing my letters, will 5 
ſce, that as far back as July the 8th, 1777, 1 
mention the conduct of the Aſſembly towards bis : 
Mijefty to be ſuch as might probably compel me 
to diffolve it. My different letters of J uly 16th, 
| | "9th, : 
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19th, and z iſt of the ſame month, of September 
the 16th, October the 3d, 1 ztb, and 22d, No- 
vember the 13th and 16th, and December 4th, 
mention the conſtant progreſſion of the miſbe- 
haviour'of that body, and how much more daily 
grew the appearance of a neceſſity to diſſolve it. 
The letter of December 4th, mentions its having 
been diſſolved the 24th of Nov ember; ; and almoſt 
every one of my ſubſequent numerous letters, 
from that day to this, earnefily requeſted your 
Lordſhip's s orders how I va to proceed, All my let- 
ters regularly acquainted your Lordſhip with every 
ſtep I took; with my being determined not to 
diſſolve it, how provoking ſoever might be the 
conduct of that body, until all the Acts needful 
and uſeful for the iſland mould be paſſed. 


then, having even in my letter acquainted your 
Lordſhip when I ſhould diffolve | it, I did ſo on 
the 24th of November laſt, T again then, and 
in almoſt « every letter monthly ſince, and ſome- 
times much more frequently, requeſted inftruftions 
how to proceed in calling. a new Aﬀembly, 1 
told your Lordſhip, if unforeſeen events ſhould 
make it neceſſary, I ſhould call a freſh Aſſembly, 
and how I ſhould proceed with it, in caſe 1 
ſhould not receive particular directions concerh- | 
ing it. Months elapſed, and although your 
Lordſhip acknou ledged the receipt of my vari- 
ous letters, yet the more material objects of Go- 
vernment, 


- 107 ). 
vernment, 1 ſuppoſe, prevented my receiving 
any directions herein from your Lordſhip. During 
this receſs of ſcarce more than ſix months only 
without an Aﬀembly, for the old one was dif- 
ſolved, November the 24th, 1777, and the new 
one called the 12th. of June, 1778, I never had 
any requeſt made to me, by my Council, to call 
one; nor any d iſatisfaftion, by word or in print, 


was ever hinted, againſt the colony being with- 


out one; and when the certainty of a French war 
made it, as I thought, adviſeable to call an 


Aſſembly, I guided myſelf minutely agreeable. 
to what I had ſo long before written io your Lordſhip. - 
that 1 ſhould purſue, in caſe 1 ſhould not receive f 


particular directions. 


Hen, my Lord, ſurely there was no arbitrary 
proceeding, no acting ſolely of my own will, 
no neglect of his Majeſty's intereſt, or of thoſe 
of the colony; but far otherwiſe, the greateſt 
poſſible attention was paid to them, and they, 
in no wiſe, ſuffered, and were never, even in 
this turbulent refractory colony, once alledged. 
to have ſuffered, and the time of being without 
an Aſſembly by no means long. Pray then, my 
| Lord, pleaſe to. inform me how my conduct can 
have been ſo much miſrepreſented, and ſo much 
miſunderſtood by your Lordſhip, and the reſt, of 
his Majeſty s Miniſters? Do me the juſtice, my 
Lord, firſt convinced vonne to juſtify me 

herein 


— 


WO, 6 STE 


44 
1 
104 
wt 
H 
. . 

F 

Dl 
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herein to my Royal Maſter, and to his ſervants 
In office, 

The not having received any directions how 
to proceed with the preſent Aſſembly, now diſ. 
treſſes me beyond meaſure, & will greatly dif. 
treſs and injure his Majeſly's meaſures, Many of the 
old part of this new Aſſembly want to tread in 


the ſame track of reſiſtance to, and denial of, the 
King's prerogative, they have ever trod in; 


therefote theſe men want not to admit as Mem- 
bers, thoſe choſen for the new created pariſhes, 
agreeable. to thoſe long repeated informations 


I gave your Lordſhip, that ſuch pariſhes muſt be 
formed, and would have writs iſſued for them. 
If I, as his Majeſty's repreſentative, ſubmit to 


this violent infringement of his prerogative by 
this Aſſembly, I falffy my truſt, and am deficient 


in my duty, If I refiſt this, and either diſſolve 
the preſent, or cauſe another Aſſembly to be 


choſen, (when I could inſure a very different and 
leſs turbulent one to be returned); or if I make 
long adjournments, or prorogations, at this cri- 


tical time, I ſhall have memorials go home, 


abuſing my conduct; and I have too good reaſon 


to fear theſe memorials will be attended to, 
although unaccompanied by proofs, not one of 


which, your Lordſhip will obſerve, were for- 
warded with the laſt Afﬀembly' 8 petition. And 
give me leave, my Lord, to add, that ſo inde - 
finite are the accuſations cherein named, that [ 

: ; now 


( 3 
now know not, and can only gueſs at what, and 
whom, thoſe complaints would allude to: there- 
fore, until the complainants are directed to ſpe- 
cify the inſtances, and perſons they mean, when 
they accuſe, of offending in and againſt theſe, I 
ſhall be preeluded, were I to be called home to- 
morrow to anſwer theſe, from a poſſibility of 
bringing with me thoſe convincing proofs of 
juſtification, or total refutation, which I pledge 
myſelf to be able to do, whenever the com- 
plainants ſhall ſpecify the particular inſtances, 
and particular perſons they mean to accuſe me 
of offending againſt. 

For God's ſake, my Lord, let me have this 
juſtice done me !—If I am to be called upon to 
vindicate myſelf againſt accuſations, vague and 
indiſcriminate, and now, even here, generally 
acknowledged to be. moſt abſolutely falſe; and 
which are now univerſally here on the ſpot, and 
even by the complainants themſelves reprobated, 
repented of, and aſhamed of ; Pardon, my Lord, 
A volley.” Juſtice to myſelf has compelled me 
to be guilty of. 

The Belle Poule, chaſed in Europe by one, of 
Admiral Keppel's ſquadron, I have great reaſon 
to beljeve, is now cruiſing between this iſland 
and that of St. Lucie; at leaſt a large French 
ſhip, by information her, is there. Reſolving 
to do my duty to the utmoſt, in making the beſt 

| reſiſtance 


theſe the chief people, and hoſe 1 we hoped were 


poſts in their country. This the F rench Gover- 


treats them, lets them breakfaſt and dine in his 


lony, ſhall be continued by him who, with 
reſpe& and eſteem, has the honour of ſubſcrib- 


( no ) 
reſiſtance I can, I cannot help thinking this 
colony i in very imminent danger. 


Great numbers of the- Charibs, and amongſi 


moſt to be relied on, have been to Martinique, 
to offer their ſervices to immediately commence 
a war againſt us, and offered to burn down our 


nor refuſed, and ſaid, his white people could do 
this when they choſe. He, however, always 


preſence, and gives them money, which they 
directly lay out in arms and ammunition ; and 
thus, my Lord, is this colony circumſtanced, 
Yet, my Lord, as long as I have the honour to 
command here, that aſſiduity I have hitherto ſo 
ſucceſsfully exerted in the proteCtion of the co 


ing himſelf, & c. &c. &c. 
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1 0 j Vincent, As 25, I 

Mr Fake. = 1 5 . 

I HAVE unfortunately been obliged 
to be ſo troubleſome to your Lordſhip lately, and 
by this conveyance particularly, by my correſ- 
pondence, that I will now do no more than re- 
fer your Lordſhip to his Majeſty s Chief Engi- 
neer, Captain Morſe's Letter, and return of 
ſtores and ordnance indiſpenſably neceſſary for 
this Ifland, which I have this moment only re- 
ceived : alſo referring to his other letter and pa- 


pers yeſterday received, which your Lordſhip 


will find in the minutes of the Council yeſterday. 
and now incloſed ; adding, that without ſome 
ſuch immediate ſupply, and ſome orders to com- 


plete the fortifications of this Iſland, it muft fall 


to any attack, the French or r any enemy may chuſe 
to make on it. 

I muſt beg leave to enforce what Capt. Morſe 
mentions of the neceſfity of a large proportion of 
powder, ' ball, carriages,. 'beds, artillery, and 
implements, not only for what ordnance may. be 
ſent out in confequence of his requiſition, but 
alſo for the ordnanee we now have on the Iſland- 
It is with gi, my Herd, 1 add, that we have 
net 


33 
not of the King's and Colony's powder, altoge. 
ther five rounds for only the ordnance now here. 
This ſad deficiency of powder has been owing, 
TI again repeat, to almoſt the whole of the laſt 
ſmall ſupply ſent out having been of ſo bad a ſort | 
as to have fallen into duſt, There is powder and 
ſome ball in private hands here, and I am at 
this moment going to- meet both Council and 
Aſſembly to repeat a requiſition that the legiſ- 
lature will purchaſe an immediate ſupply. 
I beg your Lordſhip will, by caſting an, eye 
on many of my former letters, ſee how very ear- 
ly, earneſt, and repeated have been my ſolicit- 
ations for a timely ſupply of theſe articles. 
. Muſkets are as much wanted as any thing, as 
the Charibs certainly <vill attempt. to . riſe, ſhould any 
fore? ion attack be made. I, however, truſt, I can 
_ bridle theſe ſo as to prevent any eſſential ill con- 
ſequences, eſpecially from my knowledge of 
their country; but ſome plantations may be plun- 
dered and burnt 1 in ſpite of the utmoſt vigilance, 
' Auguſt 26th. 1 have the honour: to acquaint 
your Lordſhip I am this moment returned from 
meeting my Council and Aſſembly, who: have 
voted a ſum of. money to put the Iſland into that 
defence they are truly ſenſible it ſtands in need of; 
and have appointed a Committee of both Houſes 
to ſee the works, &c. carried W 
1 alſo incloſe my ſpeeches to. both Council 
and Aſſembly, and their addrefles | to me. I ſhould 
| have 


ih) 

have been bighiy pleaſed with the conduct of the 
Aſſembly had it choſen to have ſtopped here; 
but at the ſame fitting this day, it ſent. me up a 
long reſolution relative to, and denying his Ma- 
jeſty's rights and prerogatives, that muſt have 
made me immediately diffolve that body at any 
other period of time. I muſt now conſider a lit- 
tle what I can do in this bufineſs, and will ac- 
quaint your Lordſhip therewith by ſome veſſel 
of force which will ſail from hence in ten days, 
when I will alſo tranſmit the ſeveral meſſages 
that have paſſed between me and that unaccount- 
able antiprerogative body. I am at this hour 
diſpatching a veſſel to Admiral Barrington, with 
a copy of the King of France's Letter. I ſhall 
put the Iſland directly under Martial Law, and cauſe 
an array to be held of the ſame *. 

I have the honour, &c. 


P. S. Since cloſing my letter, I this moment 
received from the Store-keeper the return of the 
Ordnance and Stores, with a column of demands. 
Capt. Morſe forwards a copy of this to the Board 


*The reader is requeſted to obſerve that the Governor 
acquaints the Secretary of State of: his intention (ſeeing how 
urgent was the danger) of putting the Iſland under Martial 
Law ; this ſtep he took by the advice of his Council; and in 
what manner the Aﬀembly t treated the King's authority and 
prerogative even in the then imminent & Winer, let their own | 
minutes teſtify, 1 
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of Ordnance ; he inforces to me in the ſtrongeſt 


terms the abſolute neceſſity of moſt carneſtly en. 
treating your Lordſhip to have theſe ſent out 
with the utmoſt diſpatch. I cannot find ſtronger 
terms than I have already made uſe of to your 
Lordſhip, in order to get this needful ſupply. I 


can only refer to, and again repeat theſe, which 


beg leave to do with the utmoſt earneſtneſs of 
requeſt. 


i. 


1 St. Vincent, Sept. 17 1778. 
Mr Lonp, 


THE preſent time ſeems to promiſe to 


be ſo big with events of importance to this little 


ſpot intruſted to my care, that in order to give 


your Lordſhip the moſt minute account of oc- 


currences, without unneceſſary prolixity, I ſhall 
beg leave to throw ſuch into a kind of journal. 
| Yeſterday, the 16th inſt. I met both Council 
and Aſſembly, and after communicating to them 


the further authentic information and particulars 


of the loſs of Dominica, and my having ſent to 
Admiral Barrington for ſome ſuccour, I told 
3 them 


Ens?) 

them of my intention of putting the Colony un- 
der arms the following day, adding at the ſame 
time, that, determined to defend it to the laſt 
extremity, provided the inhabitants would aſſiſt 
me, I acquainted them of the determination only 
to receive their ſolemn public aſſurances of their 
ſupport, to which I thought his Majeſty en- 
titled, and which I called on them for, deſirous 
alfo, as I added, to receive their advice how to 
make moſt eſſectual that reſiſtance I was deter- 
mined to make, 

The Council immediately gave me the fulleſt 
aſſurances of a faithful ſupport. The Aſſembly, 
however, took between two and three hours to 
gire its anſwer, which, at laſt, was nearly to 
the ellect of that of the Council; but the Aſ- 
ſembly refuſed to concur with me and the 
Council in the expence of hiring a ſmall ſloop 
or ſchooner to cruize about the French Iſlands, 
and to windward of this to obtain intelligence, 
how uſeful, nay agar! 9 to the ſafety of the 
Colony. 

17th, Fired the Alarm, and ſent orders to 
the two regiments of militia, and the troop of 
ditto, to repair to and mount guard at places 
affigned, and to man the batteries, &c. to de- 
fend to the laſt every poſt; and, if driven from 
one, to retire to another poſt, and other duty, as 

| had before, with advice, planned, as moſt ef- . 
| teftual towards protecting the Colony. This 


I:3 day 


(51160) 
day I reeeived freſh information of the French 
preparing for ſome new attack on the Britiſh 
Iſlands ; Grenada and this Ifland named: alſo 
freſh confirmation of the repeatedly received in- 
telligence of the Charibs aſſembling in large 
bodies, making, in their woods, redoubts and 
breaſt-works, in which to ſecure their wives and 
children, during the attack they deſigned to 
make in conjunction with the French, whom 
emiſſaries had aſſured of coming, and from 
whom they had again received a large ſupply of 
arms and ammunition. 

The orders I not only ſent to the militia, but 
alſo to the reſpective military out-poſts, the 
weak ones of which I had cauſed to be ſtrength- 
ened,* I imagine will, at leaſt, draw the Cha- 
ribs back to deferid their own property, and 
wives and children, very ſoon after they may 
attempt hoſtilities on the ſettlements ; yet, not- 
withſtanding I keep ſpies conſtantly among 
them, and take every poſſible means of obtain- 
Ing regular and early information of what ſteps 
they may take, I fear it will be quite impoſſible 
to prevent ſome miſchief being felt from that 
quarter, eſpecially as the utmoſt care will be 
taken, and the ſtricteſt orders are given, by no 
means, to begin; but to wait until theſe turbu- 


* This circumſiance 18 particularly related in Letter 
No. XIII. 


Tent 


1 

lent people ſhall firſt decifively ſhew, by actions, 
their evil intentions. Strict orders are alſo given, 
if poſſible, to divide theſe people, by no wiſe 
moleſting, but to protect and ſooth, by pro- 
miſes of reward for fidelity, ſuch as may appear 
to heſitate to join the others in any evil deſigns 
againſt the Colony. 

18th, 19th, and 20th. Several Wer örders 
iſſued and the new intrenchments cauſed to be 
made; viſited all the poſts; ordered to give no- 
tice of the enemy's approach, by ſuch ſignals as 
had been before fixed on, acquainting alſo the 
Commanders in Chief of the ſignal which, in 
my letter to Admiral Barrington, I had requeſt- 
ed him to throw out on the coming of any of his 
ſquadron to the ſupport of the Ifland : in gene- 
ral perceived very little alacrity in the Coloniſts 
to make a vigorous, if any defence; many 
ſpeaking freely their own opinion, that ſuch 
would be to no other purpoſe, than to prevent 
this Iſland receiving ſuch good terms as were 
granted to Dominica : others aſſerting, that the 
late French inhabitants in the Iſland, would not 
defend it againſt a French force; others inform- 


| ing they heard many of theſe ſpeaking to that 


effect. Repeated confirmations of the Charibs 
evil intentions: A redoubt ordered to be thrown 
up in a very commanding ſpot, which, it is 
imagined, would prevent their being able to pe- 

netrate a conſiderable way into the ſettled coun- 


I 3 try, 


11 
try, at the back of Tyrrel's bay, which appeared 
to be the particular ſpot intended to be attacked. 
Ordered alſo in caſe of the Alarm being fired, 
and the ſignals given of an enemy being off the 
Coaſt, that part of the militia not then on duty, 
to repair to and double all the poſts fixed, and 
guards placed, I learned alſo, that the prepa- 
ration of the French, for an attack of Grenada 
or this Iſland, ſtill went forward; and that the 
Marquis de Bouille was, on the 20th, to review 
the troops at Saint Lucie. My opinion is, that 
if Admiral Barrington withdraws from Barba- 
docs on the falſe alarm of any defign againſt An- 
tigua, and the Leeward Iſlands, and does not 
immediately after cruize off Martinique, then 
Grenada will be attacked next; but ſhould he 
keep his ſtation at Barbadoes, agreeable to his 
declared orders, then St. Vincent's will be at- 
tacked in a very few days. Ordered a guard to 
be kept at the redoubt on Mr. Byre's land, to 
bridle the Charibs. Six ſwivels mounted on this, 
21ſt. Meſſenger returned from Barbadoes, and 
informs per letter from Governor Hay, that Ad. 
miral Barrington had failed for Antigua, on re- 
ceiving advice that the French had landed at 
Dominica, and ſuppoſing, although this miſ- 
takenly, an intention againſt Antigua and Saint 
Kitt's, "This information throws a general damp 
on moſt people's fpirits, who hoped ſome ſuc- 
cour from the Admiral, i «4g 
22d. 
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22d. Vifited by ſun-riſe the trenches Weſt 
of the town, which were not compleated, but 
expected will be finiſhed this day. Hence went 
to the Barracks to ſee the troops on the Parade; 
receive, on the Road, feturning to the Goverti- 
ment Houſe freſh intelligence of Charib deſigns, 


Charters, —the principal Chief's Houſe. 
Repeat the orders to all the guards and 11 


to be particularly circumſpect and vigilant. 
About ten this day, Major Falſeſide, com- 
manding in chief the Southern regiment, at the 
relief of the militia, relieved yeſterday, ac- 
quainted me that he had made the round of the 
poſts and guards of that regiment, and thought 
it his duty to acquaint me of great murmuring 
and diſcontent among both men and officers of 
that corps, becauſe they thought the military at 
Kingſton barracks did not do ſufficient. duty; 
and added that, unleſs theſe were turned out to 
man trenches, or other ſuch oſtenſible ſervices, 
the militia zwould not, either on receiving orders 
for turning out the next Relief, * or on any new 
3 alarm 


* Let the reader keep in view ſuch conduct at ſuch criti- 
cal time, and judge of part of the difficulties I had to firuggle 
with; and to obviate miſtakes about the militia, he is ac- 
quainted, that, although it ſubſiſted at this time, the law for 
it expired ſoon after; and the Aſſembly would not agree 
to a renewal of that, or to any other law to eſtabliſh one, but 

14 on 


and of a meeting held to concert matters at 27 


(2% 
alarm, appear under arms, and do duty. I told 
Major Falſeſide that, on ſuch refuſal, every man 
ſhould be tried by Courts Martial. His anſwer 
was, it would be a difficult thing, he believed, 
to find officers to do it. I told him, and bid 
him tell it at the head of each guard, that I was 
determined to preſerve to the utmoſt this his 
Majeſty's Colony, which I had no doubt of do- 
ing, if the Coloniſts would not make a ſacrifice 
of it, but do their duty ; and that their: \Proper- 
ties and lives were at ſtake : That whether they 
did their duty or not, I would do mine; and 
doubted not his Majeſty” s regular troops doing 
theirs ; and, in caſe of action, theſe latter ſhould 
have orders to fall on, and treat as enemies, all 
thoſe who ſhould offer to deſert their poſts, or to 
capitulate without my conſent ; and that, ſhould 
any rebellious condu& compel me to capitulate, 
I would make the beſt terms I could for his Ma- 
jeſty's troops, ſervants, and records ; but would 
make none for either the lives or properties of 
ſuch as ſhould dare, at ſuch a time as this, to 
fail ſo effentially in their duty ; but that they 
and their poſſeflions ſhould lie at the mercy of 
the nee, 

on conditions too repugnant to his Majeſty's rights for the 
Council to conſent to; ſtill leſs could I have done it had ſuch 


ever come to me; but none did; and there was none at the 
attack of the Iſland, 


What 


J 
What effect this language may have on their 
future conduct, I know not; but this declara- 
tion of Major Falſeſide, as the ſentiments of the 


whole body, gives too much reaſon to fear at 


beſt but a languid reſiſtance on the part of the 
Coloniſts to any attack, ſhould ſuch be made. 

Sept. 23d. Four large French ſchooners * 
ſloops cruifing between this and Grenada, Re- 
ceived advice of Lieut. Gottſched's children be- 
ing taken going to the outpoſt Oyo or Fort 
Sacre where their father was going, 

24th, Again receive information of tho 
evil intentions of the Charibs. Received, in 
the evening, advice from Curaſſo, from the 
Dutch Admiral, and Capt. Carter of his Majeſtyfs 
| government loop the General Morris, being 


. , 


put in there, with her maſt and bowſprit loſt, 


ſtem ſprung, and in other reſpects almoſt a wreck, 


by a ſtorm, but no lives loſt; received. alſo a 
Proteſt of this, and one of the money wanted ta 
enable her to put to ſea again; alſo a letter from 


the Dutch Admiral, to the ſame effect, 


Accounts of Lieut. Gottſched's children being 


left at St, Lucie and well treated, alſo of the 


Marquis de Bouillié having ordered from St. : 
Lucie to Martinico three large ſchooners and 


two large ſloops, to join their other veſſels, pre- 


paring for an embarkation, ſaid to be firſt again 


St, Vincent, and then againſt Grenada, Sent to 
Admiral Barrington, 


Hired 


B 

Hired a ſmall, ſwift ſailing veſſel, and ſent 
her out as a flag of truce, under pretence of en. 
quiring after Lieutenant Gottſched's children, 
and other Engliſh perſons lately taken, to look 
into different French ports, and bring intelli. 
gence. Gave the Captain ſignals, with orders, 
after looking into the harbours of St. Lucie, 
and other French ports, to ſhew theſe off two of 
the ports in this Ifland, to communicate what 
he might learn, with further orders not to loſe 
time, by coming into our harbours ; but to pro- 
ceed again, after making his fignals,' to the 
French Iſlands, to watch and bring further in- 
telligence of the enemies motions. Sent alſo 
Lieut. Gottſched both to St. Lucie and Martt- 
nique, on pretence of ſeeking for his children, 

but in reality to viſit thoſe Iſlands. 
25th. Wrote and communicated to Lord 
Macartney the intelligence concerning the 
expected French embarkation, requeſted ſue - 
cour in caſe he heard I was attacked, being 
determined to defend the Iſland to the utmoſt, 
jf not abandoned by the Coloniſts ; ſettled ſig- 
nals with Lord Macartney to know any veſſels 
bringing ſuccour from him. Settled fignals alſo 
with the Captain of another veſſel, ſent to cruize 
about St. Lucie and Martinique, with orders, 
after viſiting thoſe Iflands, to repair to, and run 
down the coaſt of Saint Vincent, ſhewing the 
fignals fixed on, but not to come into port, un- 
leſs 
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les to communicate any thing unforeſeen, and 
for which no ſignal had been fixed. 

26th. Nothing material. 
27th. Dipatched one of my Secretaries to 

Curaſſo, to inſpect the refitting, and to pay for 
the repairing his Majeſty's Government armed, 
loop of this Iſland; ſent alſo letters to the 
Dutch Admiral there, Count Byland, and to the 
Dutch Governor Mr. Rodier, requeſting them 
to prevent any impoſition in the charge for the 
neceflary repairs to the faid ſloop. 

Received alſo very particular information of 
the Charibs endeavouring to perſuade ſome ne- 
groes to quit their maſters, and to join them, in 

attempts they made no ſcruple to own, they in- 
| tended to make both, on the poſts in their pre- 
ſent, and alſo laſt ceded part of their country; ; 
alſo to fall on the back ſettlements. | 

Ordered a reinforcement to go to the 22 
moſt liable to attack. 

The alarm diſcharged the 27th in * morn- 
irg, as by the Militia Act it could not continue 
longer than the ten days paſt, but with the con- 
currence of the Aſſembly. ELLE ee 

The afternoon of this day I learned that fix or 
ſeven ſhips had been feen between Martinique' 
and St. Lucie; and I hope theſe may be of _ 
mira] Barrington's ſquadron. 

28th. The Council and Aﬀembly met; vue; 
inſtead of adviſing the renewing the alarm, or 

doing 
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doing the leaſt buſineſs,” defired the embargo, 
which had been laid on, might be taken off, __ 
the ſame was accordingly done. 

29th. Nothing very material happened; bu 
4 partial, falſe alarm given by two of Kingſton 
_ forts firing at a ſmall ſchooner that appeared to 

hover about the harbour, and whoſe Captain was 

made to ſend his boat on ſhore to give an account 
of himſelf. 
goth. Nothing intereſting happened. 

Oct. 1. Viſited the barracks and forts to lee- 
ward of the Ifland, 

2d, 3d, 4th. Went to do the ſame on the 
windward part, and alſo to the poſts in the Cha- 
rib Country, and returned : found all quiet 
there, but met ſeveral Charibs with French 
muſkets, ſome of theſe having the bayonets 
fixed, others having bayonets ſticking in their 
girdies, On the 4th inſtant Lieut. Gottſched 
landed at a diſtant Bay, returned from viſiting 
the French Iſlands. On the 5th ſaw him and 
another perſon, on whoſe information I could 
fully rely, having often received very material 
ones from him betore ; from whom I learned 
with certainty, that an embarkation was on the 
point of taking place about the 22d of laſt 
month ; to attack firſt this Iſland, and then 
Grenada ; learnt alſo the particulars of the de- 
figned plan, which was to appear off the Cha- 
tib vountry , (whoſe people the French had ſup- 

i plied 
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plied with 800 ſtand of arms, cartouch boxes, 
&c.) to land a ſmall force in their country, con- 
fiſting chiefly of Gens de Su- many of 
whom had formerly, and even lately, lived at 
St. Vincent; theſe to have joined and headed 
the Charibs in an attack on the back of the 
Settlements; while the regular force, as alſo 
many volunteers of all complexions, under pro- 
tection of a man of war, were to attempt to land 
as near the capital as poſſible; at the ſame time 
that ſome privateers were to attempt to canno- 
nade the poſts in the Charib Country, to pre- 
vent any ſuccour being given by theſe ;* but, 
at the preciſe inſtant the embarkation was taking 
place, poſitive orders came from France to the 
Marquis de Bouillie, by no means ſo to unfur- 
niſh Martinique by any attempts he might make 
on the Engliſh Iſlands, as to leave that Ifland with 
leſs than 6000 regular troops; and as, after leav- 
ing the garriſon at Dominica, there remained 
only about 6600 regulars, and the overplus 600 
were thought not ſufficient for the deſigned at- 
tempt on Saint Vincent and Grenada, the em- 
barkation was ſtopped ; but commithons were 
immediately given, particularly to a former in- 
| habitant of St. Vincent, one Frejean Jacques, to 
raiſe companies of volunteers, chiefly of Mulat- 


9 Every! iota of this 8 proved afterwards to be 
exactly and ſatally true. 


toes, 


oat 
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* A. 22 toes, Mau Negroes, and other Gens de Cou. 


leur, to co-operate with ſuch troops as could be 
ſpared to an attack on Saint Vincent, ſtill deter- 

| mined on, although delayed, Frejcan Jacques 
reſides in Saint Lucie, and both Lieut. Gotſched 
and the other perſon, whoſe directions were to 
appear a zealous American, {aw him inliſt, and 
give bounty money to many perſons, whom he 
ſent up to the Government Houſe at St. Lucie, 
to be enrolled, &c. Lieut. Gotſched, whoſe 
ſtay was very ſhort, and he much watched, ſaw 
only a few; but the other man, having been 
there a fortnight, ſaw, at ſeveral times, a great 
many, but could not learn either how many 
were enliſted, or to what numbers the corps of 
volunteers was limited. This man, during his 
ſtay, had ſeen arrive there, between five and fix 
hundred ſtout, able-bodied different Charibs, 
coming in their pettiaguas, and wearing French 
colours; who, being received by the Captain of 
the Port at the Carnache, were introduced to the 
Governor or Commandant of Saint Lucie. Theſe 
generally took that Ifland both in their way to 
and from Martinique ; and, at one or other of 
theſe Iſlands, always received ſoldiers muſkets, 
powder, ball, and cartouch boxes. Lieut. Got- 
ſched, during his ſhort ſtay, ſaw eighty odd of 
theſe Charibs carrying French colours. 
Another perſon at Martinique was ſaid to have 


undertaken to conduct an expedition againſt 
Gre- 


( 17 ) 
Grenada ; and was ſaid to be enifing volunteers 
for that pur poſe. 

6th. Laid all theſe particulars bete a 
Council, which, together with the Agembly, 
met this day. Both theſe perſons alſo attended 
the Council, and there gave the ſame intelli. 
gence; but not one ſtep was taken by either of 

theſe Bodies of Legiſlature, either to procure 
| further intelligenee, or to take any ſtep for the 
further ſecurity of the Iſland. 

This being the caſe, I ſhall here cloſe my 
letter, referring to ſubſequent ones any thing | 
further I may have the honour to communicate 
to your Lordſhip. 5 

And remain, &c. &c.* 


* My aſſiduity in diſcharge of my duty, it is s hoped, may 
plead ſome excuſc for the prolixity of this detail, 
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(No. X.) 
| Extra? from this Letter, dated 19th Od. 1778. 


ALTHOUGH the French affect to 
give out that they ſhall not make this attempt, 
until the Navy in theſe ſeas ſhall be augmented; 
however, as Admiral Barrington, drawn to 
leeward, for the protection of thoſe Iſlands, de- 
fignedly, although falſely, given out, by the 
French, as the objects of their deſigns, not af. 
: fording us now, or lately, any ſecurity ; and 
this Iſland being, I again repeat, my Lord, 
within three hours ſail of St. Lucie; and with ſo 
many ftout, well armed, inimical Charibs 
within it, I ſhall be, by no means, ſurprized, 
if this particular Iſland experiences an almoſt 
immediate attack, even without the Enemy re. 
ceiving any additional naval ſtrength, which [ 
_ truſt cannot happen, without our ſquadron IC 
ceiving at leaſt one equivalent. + | 
Should ſuch attempts be made, your Lordſhip 
may depend on my utmoſt exertion to ſave the 
Colony to his Majeſty ; but I leave your Lord- 
ſhip-tojudge what may be expected, in ſpite of 
my utmoſt efforts, when I inform you, that | 
again yeſterday laid before my Council and the 
Aſſembly the well-grounded expectations I have 
ws ares; 
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of an attack, and the ſhameful deficiencies of 
the defences of the Iſland; and, among the re- 
quiſitions I made, were hiring immediately a 
ſmall veſſel, to hover about the French Iſlands, 
to convey intelligence of! what was going for- 
wards there. 

Clearing the roads in the Charib Country, 
many of theſe ſo obſtructed now as almoſt to in- 
terrupt the communication between them. 

Levelling the ground at ſome of the material 
unfiniſhed batteries, in ſuch a manner as to en- 
able the guns there to be made uſe of, which, 
from the preſent ſtate of the ſame, cannot be; 
with a few other ſimilar precautions: all of 
which I have before moſt repeatedly preſſed on 
the Aſſembly, as indiſpenſably neceſſary to be 
done, without loſs of an hcur's time, and none 
of which have yet been even ſet about; and the 
anſwer ſent me yeſterday was, that Body would 
take into conſideration my meſſage and requiſi- 

tion, and return an anſwer to the ſame at their 
next meeting, Which is to be held a week hence; 
and before any thing can be done, your Lord- 
ſhip muſt not be ſurprized, if this Iſland, attacked, 
ſhould unhappily fall under the dominion of our ene- 
nies; the more provoking this, when I am con- 
dent that had I not to deal with a Colony 
which did not ſeem determined, at leaſt by neg- 
lect, to give the Iſland up, I would anſwer for 


defending it, as I ſhould, by vigilance and in- 


K 8 telli- 


purely to deceive; for no ſteps have been taken 
to raiſe that ſum, notwithſtanding my remon. 


diture of the ſame is put under the direction of 


any thing; and either from accident, or de- 
ſignedly abſenting of the Members of the Com- 
| mittee, weeks paſt without a poſſibility of har. 


garriſon the Charib poſts, that ty would be the 
utmoſt I, probably, ſhould be able to eollect at 


preciſely where the attack would be made, en. 


of the utmoſt conſequence to guard. A mela- 
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telligence, make up for many Gelicioncres and 
diſadvantages it lies under. 
The Aſſembly at firſt ſeem to have voted 
2000l. currency, being about 1200]. ſterling, 


ſtrances and recommendations; and the expen- 


a large Committee both of the Council and Af. 
ſembly ; a majority of the whole of which, not 
of ſuch as may be preſent alone, are to determine 


ing a majority of the whole number mcet, by 
which nothing after the firſt day or two was, or 
is, likely to be done; fo that I may truly ſay, 
my whole dependance for reſiſtance ties in the 
troops, obliged to be ſo diſperſed, in order to 


any one time,* unleſs future exact intelligence, 


ables me, by the ſignals I have eſtabliſhed, to 
call in other troops from places, now appearing 


* The extreme accuracy of this appears, by the Governor 
not being able to collect above 44 of the troops at the attack 
Vide Letter XIII. on the capture of the iſland, _ 
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cho'y proſpect this, my Lord, for a moſt loyal ſubjeR, 
eagerly defirous to manifeſt his zeal for the ſervice of his 
Royal Maſter, yet ruined, at this preciſe moment, both 
in fortune and character, by the Lords of his Majeſty's 
Treaſury proteſting my bills on the contingent account of 
this Government, for expenditures holly for his Ma- 
Jeſty's ſervice; and this, once more, my Lord, let me 
repeat, without my having received one line of inflruce 
tion from their Lordſhips how to regulate my condu#t reſ- 
pefting the contingent account. A diſtreſs and injury 
I truſt your Lordſhips candour and juſtice will 
lay properly, not only before that honourable 
Board, but alſo before my Royal Sovereign, in 
order that I may moſt ſpeedily receive ſuch re- 
dreſs, as the very unprecedented nature of the 
caſe requires, and which carries diſgrace, diſ- 
credit, and ruin, to his Majeſty's ſervice here, 
by putting it out of my powder to put this iſland in 

that poſture of defence which alone can ſecure it. 
The Marquis de Bouillie has written to France 
for three thouſand more troops, to replace what 
he has garriſonec Dominica with, (800 regulars, 
beſides Gens de Couleur) and to do the ſame by 
ſuch as he meant to place in any other conqueſts 
he hoped to make, '&c. &c. p 
P. S. So ſuſpicious was the Marquis de Bou- 
- Mie, of what might be effected by the Engliſh 
ſquadron from Barbadoes, to interrupt his plan 
on Dominica, that, for ſome days before, and 
during his attack of it, he had ſmall craft ſta - 
K 2 tioned 


„ 
tioned in a regular chain, quite within fight of 
Barbadoes, to the ſame of Martinique, and one 
veſſel in fight of two others, to communicate, 
by ſignals, any motion of the Admiral, 
I hope II may alſo, without imputation of ya- 
nity, remark to your Lordſhip, how many of 
my letters of very early dates, acquainting of 
the ſtrength of the French, aſſured of their 
meaning to act offenſively, and not barely de- 
fenſively, as they gave out : how I pointed out 
alſo their having encamped, even before having 
received their King's letter to commence hoſti- 
lities in theſe ſeas, and troops ſo prepared as to 
be able to embark at an hour's notice, which 
s, by no means, neceſſary for defence only: 
as I named, both to your Lordſhip, and the 
Lords of the Treaſury, that Dominica, this Jani, 
and Grenada, vere certainly the objects of their deſigns, 
R which events have but too unhappily juſtified the 
truth of: how, ſo early as in my letter of 
Auguſt 24th, I ſent a copy of the French King's 
letter to his Governor; the Original received 
only at night of the 14th, and the copy in my 
cuſtody the 21ſt or 22d: how I tranſmitted 
copies of the ſame to not only his Majeſty's Go- 
vernors of theſe windward Iſlands, but allo to the 
Admiral which gave the h idea any one of then 
entertained of ſuch deſigns ; and tas even ſcarce, 
if at all, credited. And laſtly, how exact was my 
information mentioned 1 in my letter, by way of 
Journal, 
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„ 
Journal, began on the 17th of September, | 
and under the day of the 2oth, of the deſign 
of the Marquis de Bouillie to view and ex- 
amine on that day his armament and veſſels, 
intended for the embarkation then immediately 
to take place againſt this Iſland and that of Gre- 
nada; and which was prevented actually taking 
place on the 22d and 23d, at lateſt, only by the 
orders reſpeCting Martinico, which reached him 
on the 21ſt ; circumſtances, together with others 
equally exact, reſpecting the Charibs, which I 
mention only to prove he exactneſs of my intelli- 
gence, which your Lordſhip will eaſily believe, 
can only be acquired by great zeal, and diligence 
in my poſt, and at very conſiderable expence ; 
likely, by the conduct towards me of the Lords 
of the Treaſury, to prove very ruinous to me; 
and this conduct, permit me, my Lord, once 
more to repeat, without, 1o this hour, their Lord- 
ſhips ever giving me, ſince I was honoured with the 
government, one instruction, reſpecting my conduct, as 

My expenditures and the contingent Bill, 
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duty of every one in office, under his moſt gra- 


may be advantageous to the honour, or intereſt 


tally reject, or adopt any part of ſuch hints as 
I ſhall, without further apology, do myſelf the 


Honour of acquainting your Lordſhip, with ſome 
ideas, which my own-perſonal, accurate, local 


only given birth to, but have on the moſt mature 


1 


(No. Xl.) 


| St. Vincent, Nov. 18, 1778. 
My Lonp, 


As it appears to me the peculiar 


cious Majeſty, to make ſuch communications or 
offer ſuch hints to his miniſters, as the nature of 
their poſt, their reſidence, or auy other occaſions, 
may have given them opportunities of thinking 


either of his Majeſty or his people; and as his 
Majeſty's miniſters may, after peruſal, either to- 


they, in their better judgements may think fit, 


knowledge of the Weſt India Iflands, and the 
preſent mode of carrying on hoſtilities againſt | 
France, without an abſolute declaration of war, 
Joined to the recent loſs of Dominica, have not 


reflections, made appear worthy, and even ne- 
ceſſary to be communicated to your Lordſhip. 
Moſt happy ſhall I be, if theſe ſhould ſuggeſt 
any thoughts which your Lordſhips more perfect 
Judgement may faſhion ſo as to be rendered uſe - 
ful DEF 
The 


ee 
The iſland of Martinique has, ſince the laſt | 
peace, been rendered infinitely beyond compare 
ſtronger than 1t was before that period; not only 
by the great number of troops, not leſs than 
from fix to eight thouſand being now conſtantly 
kept there, but by vaſt additions, particularly 
many mines, being. made to the fortifications of 
Mount Girnier and Tortoiſon, as well as ſome 
in and about St, Pierre, which would render the 
conqueſt of that iſland by open attack very coſtly | 
in every reſpect, and particularly in the lives of 
the afſailants, The iſland itſelf taken altoge- 
ther, is a very indifferent ſugar one, and produ- 
cing, of all other commodities beſides, nothing 
ſcarce worth enumerating, all the leeward fide 
being either very poor land, part doing little 
more than ſubſiſting the inhabitants by its pro- 
duce, and a great deal of it ſcarcely anſwering 
the ſupport of negroes; while the windward . 
fide, although of much better quality, yet, in 
a great meaſure has been, and is ſo deſolated by 
the ſcourge of ants, and other cauſes, as to ren- 
der the iſland, taken altogether, by no means 
adequate to the great loſs which muſt be ſuſtain- 
ed in a conqueſt of it, other than by cruizing 
round it, and thus ſtarving its inhabitants by dint 
of cutting off thoſe ſupplies it now receives from 
Europe, and without which, its proguce can by 
no means ſupport its inhabitants, chat enor- 
mous expence which muſt attend keeping up its 
2 K 4 numerous 
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numerous extenſive fortifications, and fully gar. 
riſoning the ſame. This iſland alſo, having by 


the French been ever confidered as the ſeat of 


their empire in theſe ſeas, would even, if con- 
quered, never be left at a peace in the hands of 


the Engliſh, either by themſelves, inſtigated by 


their pride, or by their allies; or probably even 
neutral powers, envious of the Britiſh preſent 
ſuperiority, without a compenſation, in ſome 


other quarter being made, probably infinitely 
more than adequate to its real value. The town 


of St, Pierre, its capital, and containing in it, as 
J believe, nine-tenths of its mercantile riches 
and inhabitants, is fituated in an open bay, 


which, in ſpite of its fortifications, and of all 


they can add, will ever be aceeſſible to a ſuperior 


fleet, and can, in a ſhort time, be, together with 
its defences, laid in aſhes, or under ſevere con. 
tribution ; and this repeatedly as circumſtances 


may invite, notwithſtanding all the fortifications 


there and elſewhere on the iſland. The bay of 
Fort Royal, into which during the hurricane 


months, not only their men of war, but alſo all 


their merchantmen are ordered to repair, can, at 


all times, alſo be acceſſible to a ſuperior Engliſh 
fleet, and every ſhip there can be taken, burnt, 
or otherwiſe deſtroyed, in deſpight of all the for- 
tifications of either Mount Garnier or Tortoiſon, 
the two really very ſtrong places, which ill com- 
mand or protect the ſaid harbour; and this 

Ca might 


18 


tery on Pigeon Iſland, which immediately pro- 
tects the entrance on one ſide t5 Fort Royal; and 
one other fort or battery, on the other North 
Weſtern ſhore of the ſaid bay or harbour; ob- 
je&s that could ever be eaſily accompliſhed by 


any Britiſh fleet, even but a little ſuperior to that 
it was directed to deſtroy. 
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Nearly the ſame might be effected with the Bay 
of Trinity, and every other bay and harbour on 


their ſhipping, as I have hinted reſpecting Saint 
Pierre, and Fort Royal, and this without the 
riſque of the Loſs which muſt attend an attempt 


and profit to the enemy would be e with. 


great expence which muſt be the een of 
holding it, 


Fatal experience and the ruin of almoſt every 
ſettler on the iſland of Dominica has ſhewn that 
to be a moſt worthleſs iſland, as to its preſent 
and any probable future produce, as it never can 


to raiſe cattle upon, or cocoa and coffee, com- 
modities that now do not, and probably from the 


 expence 


might be effected by taking or filencing the bat. 


the Ac ide capable of containing and ſheltering £2 5 


of compleat conqueſt of the iſland; its utility 


out much difficulty, and they only left with the 


be made a tolerable ſugar iſland, and is fit only 


ſupplies from other places, belonging to the 
Dutch, never will do more than barely pay the 


GE: 


(189+ 
expence of cultivating ; and, is an ifland, that 
never can, even with its being a free-port, be 
uſeful to us, while France poſſeſſes Guadaloupe 
and Martinico, or give the mother country any 
revenue in the leaſt adequate to the expence 
which muſt be incurred, and great part of which 
muſt be annual in order to maintain it. For fitua- 
ted, with its capital Roſeau, ſcarce four hours 
ſail from Martinico and down the wind, even the 
moſt ſhort, temporary abſence of a Britiſh fleet 
from that iſland, muſt ever leave it a prey, to be 
carried by a coup de main from Martinico : the 
truth of which, its late capture, even while we 
had a ſuperior fleet at ſo little a diſtance to wind- 
ward as Barbadoes, and when his Majeſty's fri- 
gates had actually been at Roſeau not more than 
two or three days before, too plainly evinces. 
The coaft of this place is ſuch, that no ſhips 
of war can long remain off it, without extreme 
riſk of being driven on ſhore by gales, contrary 
winds, or great ſwells, in currents in calmer wea- 
ther; and yet the town is ſo ſituated, that like 
St. Pierre at Martinico, containing almoſt the 
aggregate wealth and inhabitants of the whole 
colony, the ſame, and all its fortifications may, 
by even a very moderate naval force, be laid in 
aſhes, or under an heavy contribution; and from 
thence entirely down to Prince Rupert's bay, 
there is no bay from whence a ſingle frigate might 
not cut out any veſſel lying in it, and diſmantle 
any 
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any fort or battery which either now is, or could 
be erected, but in length of time, and at a moſt 
enormous expence, quite inadequate to the object 
to be protected. The windward fide affords no 
bays ſcarcely practicable or ſafe. 

Prince Rupert's bay, very noble in appear 
ance, is of ſuch capaciouſneſs and ſhape, that it 
could not be completely fortified to prevent the 
entrance into it of a ſuperior fleet to deſtroy any 
veſſel which might lay there, but at an expence 
equal to the fee- ſimple value of the whole ifland, 
and is in a part of the country extremely un- 
healthy; while the worth of all the lands and 
eſtates to be protected by any conſiderable forts 
to be built there for that purpoſe, would ſcarcely 
be equal to the expence of building any one of 
ſuch forts, Therefore was the iſland of Domi- £1 
nica left in the hands of the French, any ſhip- ) 
ping in this bay would be ever liable to the in- 
ſults of, and to be deſtroyed by a ſuperior Engliſh ' 
ſquadron, and in deſpight of almoſt any expence 
of fortifications and garriſons which might be 
beſtowed upon it, and which, were ſuch idly to 
be compleated by the French, muſt coſt them 
enormous ſums, and would be liable to be de- 
ſtroyed on the firſt rupture with them; and thus 
this iſland. would be a conſtant heavy expence, 
with very little, if the leaſt commercial advan- 
nage to them. Did the Britiſh arms but wreſt 
trom them and wy poſſeſſion of the iſland of 
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(140) 
Guadaloupe, the value of this in produce, and 
to commerce, is at leaſt double, if not quadru. 
ple, what would ever reſult from both Martinico 
and Dominica; the fortifications and garriſoning 


of which, compared with thoſe of Mount Gar. 
nier and Tortoiſon, are trifling, and the Inhabi- 
tants Engliſh in their diſpoſitions, would, if not 
actually aſſiſt, certainly very feebly reſiſt its be- 


ing taken, and annexed to the Britiſh crown; and 


the ſame being within a few hours ſail of Engliſh 


harbour in Antigua, would be ever protected 
and ſecured when once taken, by the ſame ſqua- 
dron, generally allotted to that iſland. Mariga. 
lante would either fall or be very eaſily reduced, 
lying ſo with reſpe& to Guadaloupe, as to be 
moſt eaſily ſuccoured, if attempted to be an- 


noyed by the French in Dominica, and which 
could ſcarce be done, but with difficulty on ac- 


count of the uncommon currents prevailing be- 
tween theſe two iſlands, and from the great want 
of bays on that part of Dominica mote immedi- 


ately oppoſite to it, capable of giving ſafe har- 
bour to men of war. 


Having now, my Lord, according to my 
ideas, connected Guadaloupe and Marigalante 


with Antigua, permit me, my Lord, further to 


hint that Saint Lucie, very weak in any fortifica- 
tions, with moſt convenient harbours, particu- 
larly that of Carenage, as alſo that of Souffrier, 
lying within three or four hours eaſy fail of St, 

Vincent, | 


„„ > 
vincent, and to weſtward conſiderably of Marti- 
nico, would fall on almoſt the ſlighteſt attack. 
The annexing this ifland to the Government of 
Saint Vincent would at once afford great ſecurity 
to the latter, and cut off the moſt confiderable 
expence of it, by ſhutting the door of that aſy- 
lum, and thoſe ſuccours of arms and ammuni- 
tion, which the Charibs, by ever receiving at 
St. Lucie, now neceſſarily occaſion and ever will 
occaſion to this Government, unleſs this event 
ſhould take place, or thoſe reſtleſs inconſiderable 
people were removed, 

On ſuppoſition, my Lord, of my plan taking 
place thus far, which to accompliſh requires no 
other effort than that of attacking Guadaloupe, 
and which cannot fail of ſucceeding, if attempted 
with the troops expected under General Grant, 
an exertion, which, believe me, my Lord, need 
probably not be more, if equal to retaking Do- 
minica, now ſo eaſily to be ſuccoured from Mar- 
tinico, and, as I learn, making very defenſible 
by the French, and which the preſent new object 
of French pertinacity their Governor of Marti- 
nico, the Marquis de Bouillie will not fail of en- 
couraging to the utmoſt, as the acquiſition is his 
own work, and 1s now annexed to his Govern- 
ment, which Guadaloupe is not. 

On this ſuppoſition, I ſay, my Lord, 1 pre- 
ſume to think that Guadaloupe and Marigalante 
will be better annexed to the Government of An- 
1 . tigua, 
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tigua, than to be made a ſeparate one, and t 


being very inconvenient appendages to Antigw, 
qujre one very valuable ſugar iſland, producing 


of his Majeſty's ſubjects, eaſily defended, and 
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duce and commerce, bringing in very little re. 
thence, and never to be held but at a very great 
conſtant expence. St. Vincent, likely as it non 
commerce, and alſo likely, for a long time, to 


be highly inſecure from the Charibs and the vi- 
einity of Saint Lucie, as well as requiring a large 


give me leave to add, my Lord, ought to be 


e 


which (namely Antigua) Montſerrat ſhould jj 
remain; but St. Kitts, Nevis, and all the iſland, 
leeward to theſe, as Tortola, &c. and Crab Iſland, 
Iſhould imagine would much more properly B 
a ſmaller ſeparate Government, ſome of the{e 


By this plan, my Lord, his Majeſty would at. 
a great revenue, greatly increaſing the commerce 


and lying contiguous to, as well as rendering very 
compact another of his preſent Governments; 
inſtcad of having an iſland worthleſs in its pro- 


venue, and ſo fituated, with reſpe& to Martinico, 
as to be liable to perpetual incurſions from 


is to be inconſiderable either in its produce ot 


expence to ſupport it, would immediately acquire 
ſecurity, have its expences fink very confider- 
ably, and its revenue and commerce, from its 
ſecurity, advance in an equal proportion as its 
expence leſſened, To this Government, allo, 


joined the Ifland of Becquia and moſt of the lit 
| 8 . "0 
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tle Grenadines, new incumbrances to the Grenada 
Government, as your Lordſhip may, on every 
enquiry learn; the ſame being ſcarce one hour's 
ſail from this iſland. 

By this general arrangement, my Lord, no 
new expence by any new ſeparate Government, 
beyond the number which late has been, would 
be incurred: on the contrary, great ſaving of 
expences, and great increaſe of revenue muſt be 
the conſequence, and even the Government of 
Antigua, by the exchange of Guadaloupe and 
Marigalante, for what was taken from it, would. 
loſe no dignity, but rather the contrary, and 
would be indiſputably a much more valuable 
one, than even at preſent, and be perfectly com- 
| pat. Admiralty Bay at Becquia and the Car- 
nache, or Carenage at Saint Lucie, would, more 
eſpecially, from being ſituated ſo much more to 
windward, amply compenſate for Prince Ru- 
pert's Bay; and theſe could be fortified, if that 
were thought neceſlary, at a tenth of the ex- 
pence, and much more effectually, than could 
Prince Rupert's Bay ; while the King's ſhips, at 
times lying there, would afford, to a much greater 
degree than the other, plenary protection to his 
Majeſty's windward colonies acquired by the laſt 
war; which, my Lord, give me leave to affure 
_ muſt 15 in future require a ſmall 
{quadron diſtinct from that of Antigua, the ob- 


1 jects of attention being now too extenſive for one 


ſquadron, 
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ſquadron, unleſs the French were totally extit. 


pated out of theſe ſeas. 


Admiralty Bay in Becquia, and the Carenage 
at Saint Lucie, my Lord, enjoy that fingular 
ſuperior advantage over Prince Rupert's Bay, as 
alſo over all the bays and harbours in Martinico, 
of never experiencing hurricanes, which affect 


Dominica equally with Martinico. Thus, my 


Lord, during the hurricane months, his Majeſ. 


ty's cruizers would keep the windward ſeas, with 


theſe ports open to them, when it is much too 
dangerous, if not impoſſible to do it about Do- 


minica. 


Add to this, my Lord, PIE from the manner 


of carrying on hoſtilities againſt the enemy, 


without war being actually declared, thinking it 
probable the ſame may ſoon ceaſe, and yet not 
before we may have taken Guadaloupe, I ſhould 


imagine France would much ſooner conſent to 
a peace, under ſuch loſs of iſlands as I have 
mentioned, which, by their retaining Dominica 
AS an equivalent, would be held out to her ſub- 


jects, and be believed by them, as only a fort 


of exchange, than ſhe poſſibly could by the 
| boſs and detention of Martinico, which would 


alſo draw on that of Guadaloupe. 
This, if accompliſhed, would probably rouſe 


the envy of, and alarm all Europe, at leaſt 
Spain, Holland, and even Denmark ; and ſhould 
the greater part of the now French inhabitants 


migrate 


( 345 ) 
migrate,on ſuch conqueſts being made and retain- 
ed as I think they would, to St. Domingo, for want 
of ſome footing as a nation in theſe ſeas, I hum- 
bly preſume to ſay that iſland, or only their part 
of it, with ſuch acceſſion of inhabitants, would 
be a moſt formidable neighbour to Jamaica, and 
by concentering their ſtrength there, render 
them ſubſtantially ſtronger, and more dangerous 
rivals, than were their force, protection, and 
ſupport divided between that iſland, Martinico, 
and Dominica, the entire command of which 
would in any ſubſequent war, lay quite at the 
mercy of the ſame Britiſh fleet, which would be 
ſo neceſſary to protect our own poſſeſſions, until 
they divided their own fleets and forces to afford 
it ſuch effectual protection as muſt, by multi- 
plying their objects of attention, weaken their 
defence of any particular one. 
I am the more confirmed in the propriety of 
the foregoing reaſons, and the advice I have pre- 
ſumed to offer thereon, from knowing that the 
French are, at this moment, moſt affiduouſly, and 
ſtrongly fortifying Dominica, ſo as to make 
a conqueſt of it, juſt at this time, coſt beyond 
compariſon, more than the poſſeſſion is worth: 
Beſides which, give me leave, my Lord, laſtly, 
but moſt forcibly to recommend generally, for 
the Engliſh, rarely, or rather never to attempt ma- 
ting new Settlements in Weſt India latitudes ; the ex- 
pence both in money, and ſtill more in lives of 
5 L doing 


| C1403 | 

doing fo, fortifying and maintaining theſe, until 
they arrive at a period of material utility, and 
repayment of labour, expence and lives, wilt 
ever be, at leaſt, four times as much as would 
be required to wreſt the fame. poffeffion from an 
encmy, after it was well ſettled ; when its ratio 
of utility and profit would be doubled by depriy- 
ing the enemy of it; and could be ever done by 
the Engliſh, while they preſerve their naval ſu. 
periority, This alteration of ſyſtem from what 
formerly (but which I even doubt) might 
have been right, ariſes, my Lord, from the 
vaſt armaments alt European powers now keep 
conſtantly on foot, which compels a nation 
ſettling a new Colony near ſuch powers, to ere& 
| fortifications, and other vaſt defences, for pro- 
: tecting ſuch, which formerly. were not requiſite 
and the very doing of which, by calling off tbe 

labour and attention of the inhabitants from cul. 
ture of the land, at leaft greatly retards the 
ſettling ſuch Colony, while it infinitely encreaſes 
the expence. | TRY 
1 have the honour, &c. &. 
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(No. XII.) 


St. Vincent, May 2, 1779. 
My Lonp, 75 Rs 
WORDS are weak to paint the com- 
plicated miſery and diſtreſs to his Majeſty's ſer- 
vice, and to me perſonally as his Governor, 
which, the Lords of the Treaſury ſuffering ſo 
many of the bills, drawn on the neceſſary con- 
tingent account of this Government to come 
FARE 
out under proteſt, has brought on. ,, amongſt 
theſe, my Lord, give me leave to rarticulurite 
that very few individuals, who have done work, 
or found materials public works, and for all, 
the uſual charges of the contingent account, will 
now take bills on their Lordſhips for ſuch their 
juſt demands; nor yet awhile, or until the faith 
due to ſuch bills ſhall be reſtored, will any per- 
ſons take thoſe, and furniſh caſh, as formerly, to 
diſcharge the reſpective juſt, and moſt regular 
demands of the contingent account: the conſe- 
quence of which is, that many different ſuits 
have been carried on, and judgments obtained 
on theſe, not only from ſuch who have not yet 
received payment for their juſt demands, even 
where the ſums are inconfiderable ; but alſo 


other ſuits have been carried on by the holders 
1, 2 RAG and 


. ** 
1 
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and indorſers of the bills on their Lordſhips, al. 
ready given, and returned under proteſt: The 
conſequence of all which was, my Lord, that 
executions were going to be taken out, and le- 
vies to be made, not only on every parcel of my 
property here, even as was threatened on the 


furniture of his Majeſty's houſe, to infinitely 
more than all I am worth here; but attachments 


would have been iſſued againſt every ſpecies of 
property belonging to his Majeſty, in whatever 
hands the ſame would have been, diſcovered to 
be. In this dilemma (but not even then until 
after part of my property had been actually 


levied upon, and ſold, at much under its worth, 


to diſcharge ſuch demands, wholly public,) 1 
was compelled to file a bill in Chancery to ſtop 
theſe proceedings at common law; and all the 
allegations of the bill having been duly ſworn 
to, in which appeared the juſteſt grounds ima- 
ginable in equity for ſuch procedure, I, in his 
Majeſty's name ſolely, and as his Chancellor, 
granted an injunction to ſtay ſuch proceedings: 
In the doing and framing the whole of this, yout 
Lordſhip will eaſily believe I purſucd the beſt law 
advice I could poſſibly. obtain; and truſt, nay 
can have no doubt but my conduct herein will 
meet his Majeſty's fulleſt approbation; more eſ- 


pecially, when I acquaint your Lordſhip they, 


injunction iſſued in all due form, and did, go 


forth, but a very few boar before all the par- 
ties 


(449 3) 
ties actually applied for, and meant to take out 
the various executions for their ſeparate de- 
mands. 

In this ſituation of affairs, my Lord, that the 
Chancery ſait reſpecting this bufineſs particu- 


larly, and alſo the various ones, as well for pri- 


vate property, as alſo ſome for recovering his 
Majeſty's rights, may not be entirely put a ſtop 


to, when I may leave this Ifland, I ſhall, on 


doing ſo, appoint a Maſter of the Rolls; a mea- 
ſure rendered indiſpenſably neceſſary by the Pre- 
ſident of the Council, Mr. Sharpe; on whom the 
command, in my abſence, will devolve, being 
alſo Chief Juſtice of the Court of Common 
Pleas; from which Court moſt or all of the ſuits 
in Chancery are, in fact, appeals. An applica- 
tion from his Majeſty's acting Attorney General 
here for ſuch appointment, and for the above 
reaſons, ſerves to ſtrengthen my own opinion, 
and other opinions of the neceſſity of this ap- 
pointment. 

Additional, my PEAS to the diſtreſſes and 
the cauſe of theſe already recited, is the extreme 
difficulty, nay, almoſt impoſhbility of keeping 
the troops at his Majeſty's ſeveral out-poſts in 
the Charib Country, and elſewhere, ſupplied 


with proviſions; in which, ſhould there be the 


leaſt failure, total deſertion, if not mutiny, muſt 


be the reſult. 


L 3 | General 
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General Grant, from St. Lucie, and by orders 
I learn, from the Lords of the Treaſury, has 
lately furniſhed a ſmall temporary ſupply for the 
troops here, which put an end to Lieut, Col, 
Etherington's of late furniſhing the ſame, ſinc, 
the uſual contract for ſuch determined ; as, from 
the proteſt of Treaſury Bills, no perſons could, 
or can be found, who would hire to Govern- 
ment a veſlel regularly for conveying proviſions, 
ſtores, &c. whereas, before thoſe proteſts, there 
ever was one in Government ſervice for theſe 
purpoſes; and which is equally, or indeed much 
more neceſſary now than heretofore, 

And as no perſon will now carry ſuch provi- 


ſions, or any thing for the uſe of his Majeſty, by 


the trip, without being inſtantly paid down ready 
money for the ſame, your Lordſhip will judge 


how theſe payments can be made, without any 
public fund to reſort to, or any public credit. 
And I can, with truth, aſſure your Lordſhip, 


that, rather than permit a meaſure which, I 
learn, has formerly been reſorted to, and which, 
J was applied to, to adopt; but which I think 
pregnant with evil conſequences to be allowed 
of, if poſſibly avoidable ; hat is, to let the Com 
miſſary ſell ſome of the proviſions for caſh to pay for car- 
ryiag of the reſt : I rather, therefore, than his Ma- 
jeſty's honour and ſervice ſhall ſuffer ſo eſſentially, 
as muſt happen if the troops were obliged to 


aband on the reſpective outpoſts, nd which muſt 


4 | be 
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be the conſequence of not being fed; I am now 
obliged to deprive myſelf of moſt of the com- 
mon comforts of life, and frequently even of its 
neceflaries, to pay, from my common fees of 
office, the tranſport of ſuch proviſions, often on 
ſuch occaſions leaving myſelf without four gui- 
neas in caſh, or knowing where to turn, or when 
I may receive a further ſupply. This, my 
Lord, is plain matter of fact, and hope, at leaſt, 
argues, from his poverty, honeſty in his Ma- 
jeſty's Governor. 

I have before had the honour of acquainting 
your Lordſhip what I again repeat: His Majeſty's 
Council have frequently, and that moſt recently, 
aſſured me, that it eould not, and the Aſſembly 
have as repeatedly declared it would not, fur- 
niſn the money for theſe and other ſuch indiſ- 
penſably neceſſary ſervices; and his Majeſty's 
Commiſſary has alſo, with truth, convinced me 
of his total inability to pay for it; ſome quarters 
of his uſual allowances and diſburſements on the 
contingent account, being now wholly unpaid 
for ſome others of which, having received drafts 
or certificates, he is not able to raiſe one guinea 
of caſh on them, in the preſent diſcredit of ſuch 
paper. | 
For God's ſake, my Lord, do not believe this 
drawing of diſtreſs I have exhibited is carica- 
tured ; it is a plain, and rather a ſlight ſketch of 
outlines,. which, to fill up juſtly, would render 
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the picture truly ſhocking. Let me beſeech yoy, 
my Lord, to get the growing, the overwhelmiing 
evil removed, ere it be too Mik, by having « cre- 
dit reſtored to ſuch bills in future. 
Col. Etherington found great difficulty even 
with money at dis command, which I have not, 
to keep the poſts even tolerably ſupplied by ſuch 
precarious methods, as, without a veſſel, fixed 
in that duty, muſt be the caſe; and for want of 
ſuch, the troops were frequently, to the danger 
even of the Colony, ſome days without any pro- 
viſions. Frequently a fhort ſupply was ſent on 
horſes and mules; for which ſervices 1 have 
often furniſbed them from my own table, when 
no price could procure ſuch convey ance for 
hire. | 
Your Lordſhip will obſerve the miſchieſs to 
the Colony of the preſent diſcredit of the bills, 
on the contingent account of this Government, 
pathetically touched on in the latter part of the 
Council's addreſs to me; copies of which I for- 
ward with my letter of the TRI 1 15 of the 
laſt montb. 8 
Lieut. Col. Etherington having communicated 
to me'a letter from the officer commanding the 
troops at Antigua, wherein he ſays Governor 
Burt, expecting an immediate attack on St. 
Kitt's, has ordered him to hold himſelf and 
troops at Antigua in readineſs to be tranſported, 
at an hour's notice, to the ſuccour of St. Kitt's; 
in 


6 

W :. which letter he pathetically laments the ex- 
treme hard duty the few troops at Antigua have 
\'readv gone through, by having many French 
\ri{oners to guard, and mentioning their bad 
re of health, earneſtly requeſts a few troops 
to he ſent on this occaſion from hence down to 
Antigua; I think it my duty, and ſhall accord- 
ingly ſend, by the packet, hourly expected, an 
oflicer and (I -fear-not able to ſpare more) twenty 
men to Antigua, theſe being in fact recruits ori- 
ginall y intended for thoſe com panies of the ſe⸗ 
cond battalion of the both regiment at Antigua; 
but which the former critical ſituation of this 
Hand would not admit of my permitting to de- 
0 : : of which I have ſeveral times duly in- 
tormed your Lordſhip. 

The capture of St. Lucie and the preſent Vie 
cinity to this-Hland-of his Majeſty's fleet, nov 
giving this Colony conſiderable ſecurity from 
external enemies, in ſome meaſure enabling me 
0 afford the aſſiſtance required; although, by 
the copy of the Council's memorial to your 
Lordſhip, which I forwarded with my letter of 
the zoth of April, your Lordſhip will fee the idea 
of that body for an abſolute neceſſity of an aug- 
mentation of the troops of this Ifland, for its 
ſecurity. Your Lordſhip may reſt affured, that 
when I inform you that the French have, at this 
preſent moment, in their different Iſlands here, 
eighteen 


"IF 


eighteen thouſand men aftually under arms, I rather 


( 154 ) 


under-rate their numbers. 

His Majeſty's fleet, as well as that of the 
French, has made ſome movements a few days 
ago, which indicate ſome ir portant bufineſy 
probably now tranſacting ; but leave that to the 
recital of his Majeſty's ſervants, more capable of 
giving fuller information. I had the honour to 
receive your Lordſhip's favour in date the 26th, 
& c. &c. &c. and remain, &c. &c. &c. _ 
P. S. Again to give his Majeſty's Admirals and 
Generals at St. Lucie, opportunity of writing to 


England and to Jamaica by the packet, I ſhall 
direct the Captain of the ſame to call at that 


Iſland, but with the leaſt delay poſfible. 


(No. XIII.) 


| St. "OO June 15 1179 
My Log, | 3 


* WITH the utmoſt concern, although 


I can ſcarce ſay with ſurpriſe, I have the honour 


to inform your Lordſhip, that a little after ten 
o' clock 


* The variety and importance of the buſineſs treated on 


in this letter will, it is hoped, apologize for its extraordinarys 
yet 
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o'clock the morning of the 16th inſt, a meſſen- 
ger from the neighbourhood of the Charib coun- 
try came with the utmoſt ſpeed on horſeback, to 
acquaint me that three veſſels, two ſuppoſed to 
be of about twenty guns, and the other larger, 
were coming down the coaſt to the capital of the 
iland, Kingſton, and were ſo favoured by the 
wind and currents that in ſpite of his utmoſt 
ſpeed they had dropped anchor, one at a bay two 
miles diſtant from our capital, the other in a 
bay a little nearer ; 7 and, although wearing 
Engliſh colours, he took the ſame to be French; 
but as three ſhips were hourly expected from 
other iſlands to load ſugars, and two at leaſt to 
come to thoſe very bays, the general opinion, 
as I afterwards learned, was, that they were 
thoſe ; their appearance therefore gave not the 
leaſt alarm: he had ſcarce anſwered me a few 
queſtions, when other intelligence arrived, and 
ſaid the veſſels had hen hoiſted French colours, 
and were diſembarking men; and a Mr. Glaſgow, 
a gentleman on whom I could fully rely, arrived 
within ten minutes, who told me he ſaw French 
officers and foldiers, ſome diſembarked, and - 
others diſembarking, and forming on the beach, 


yet unavoidable length, and is preſcmed will at the ſame 
tine ſufficiently engage and gratify the reader's curioſity and 
attention to enable him to go through it without diſguit or 
fatigue. | 

7 Crook” 5 Wo. 

and 


. 
and his utmoſt ſpeed only enabled his eſcaping 
to give me that intelligence: Lieutenant Colonel 
Etherir gton being then at the Government 
Houſe, ordered him 7fantly to the barracks, and 
from thence to man the trenches on te hill ſouth of 
Kingflon. 

L then ſent an expreſs to Admiral Byron and 
Admiral Barrington, and iſſued every neceſſaty 
order as far as was poſfible, particularly to call 
in the troops from the poſts moſt diſtant, but 
unfortunately the one moſt diſtant and to lee- 
ward, had by far (and very unneceſſarily) the 
ſtrongeſt garriſon, and this, I am ſorry my 
duty obliges me to: ſay, contrary to my enpreſ 
and moſt pofitive orders; whereas had the greater 
part of theſe men been at the poſts in the Charib 
country as ordered, there were at thoſe poſts 
ſtanding orders for the troops of thoſe poſts (in 
caſe the Charibs ſhould remain neuter or 1nac- 
tive) immediately to follow an enemy who ſhould 
appear off the windward coaſt, and paſſing theſe 
poſts * without attempting to land ſhould pro- 
ceed towards Kingſton, Thus the troops of 
theſe poſts, my Lord, coming as a reinforce- 
ment, would by that very manceuvre, long plan- 
ned, have put an enemy between two fires. 


For want of the due number of troops Ge to have 
been at thoſe poſts, theſe highly uſeful ſteps, and which pro- 
bably w would have ſaved the Colony, could not be partly: 


I 85 Other 
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Other ſtanding orders at theſe poſts directed, 
that if the Charibs ſhould ſtir to affiſt, an enemy, 
then the troops of thoſe poſts were, inſtead of 
coming on, to have inſtantly attacked the Cha- 
rib ſettlement, and where they ſhould hide their 
wives and children; and the Charibs would 
thereby have been either detained, or if gone 
forth would have been drawn back immediately 
to defend what they hold moſt dear. 

While his Majeſty's troops were beating to 
arms, in which a conſiderable deal of time was, J 
think, unneceſſarily and fatally loft ; * I tried to col- 
lect the inhabitants, yet was able to take the 
field with only about three or four and forty ſol- 
diers, and was then joined by about ſeven or eight 
warmed inhabitants, and with theſe, till more 
could be collected, I proceeded to the hill not 
half a mile above the town, in order to recon- 
noitre, aa here intrenchments had been thrown 

up. 78 N =: 2 
M,yſelf and the few perſons with me, among 
whom was Lieutenant Colonel Etherington, be- 
ing on horſeback, reached the. ſummit time 
enough to ſee the enemy in march within half a 


* Far different was this from the expedition uſed on 2 
former occaſion by Capt. Balfour of the 6th regiment, now 
Lieut. Colonel, then in command at Kingſton, who, called 
to duty in the dead of night, had his men under arms, march- 
ed, and on board a veſſel for the place the ng as were deſtiu- 
ed, all in leſs than half an hour. 
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nearer to the enemy than to the entrenchments, 
and by the road the enemy were on, which 


mander of his Majeſty's troops, Lieutenant Colo- 


. 2 
22 > 
= 


of making a capital battery; Captain Morſe, his 
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mile or leſs of us: but his Majeſty's troops har. 
ing the ſteep hill to get up, were not yet arrived 
by even a ſhorter way to the entrenchments, and 
as myſelf and thoſe about me thought that be. 
fore they could reach the entrenchments, thus 
Jaded and out of breath with the ſleep aſcent, 
they would be too late; and alſo finding it im. 
poſſible to take poſſeſſion of ſome heights which 
commanded, and enabled them at the ſame 
time to be doubled, and which heights then lay 


heights, however, had I had time, I ſhould have 
attempted to have poſſeſſed; for all theſe rea- 
ſons, my Lord, and adviſed thereto by the Com- 


nel Etherington, and by every perſon preſent, 
I hefitated whether I ſhould not cauſe the troops, 
which did not yet appear, to fall back and poſ- 
ſeſs an eminence cloſe over the town, where 
were two pieces of cannon, and on which, ſome 
of the former letters 1 did myſelf the honour to 
write to your Lordſhip, mentioned the neceſſity 


Majeſty's Chief Engineer, had, by my orders, 
laid out ſome time fince the battery, and which 
was nearly, although not quite, compleated, but 
it wanted more guns. Whilſt thinking how to 
act, the troops nearly at the ſummit of the hill, 
by ſome miſapprehenfion of orders as J after- 

5 wards 


( 159 ) 
wards learned, turned back, which not know- 
ing they had done, and learning theſe probably 
would yer be in time to man the trenches, I ſent 
Mr. Phipps, one of my Aid de Camps, to haſten 
them to the trenches : he returned and inform- 
ed me they were got back to the foot of the hill : 
under theſe circumſtances I am ſince convinced 
that was the beſt thing which could have been 
done at that time, This, however, decided, 
and about fix gentlemen then with me, for the 
reſt had galloped to other places to reconnoitre, 
were conſtrained to quit this eminence in order 
to try to make a ſtand at the above named bat- 
tery ; but I ſent inſtantly to have the guns ſpiked 
up at a battery at Lee's Polnt on the eaſt fide of 
Kingſton Bay, which commanded the town, |. 
as well as the Battery} we were going to; but be- 
ing diſtant from the entrenchments it was not in 
my power to occupy it; this, however, eould 
not be accompliſhed, as the enemy reached it 
before the people I ſent, and inſtantly turned the 
guns againſt the rey we were by this time 
got to. | 
I was here joined by other of the inhabitants, 
making in all ander forty ; but here alſo I found, 


At all theſe I had always wiſhed to have had ASE LS | 
butch kept, but the Commander of the troops repeatedly 
remonſtrated againſt it as greatly increaſing the fatigue of the 
troops, and theſe were really ſo very inadequate to the ne- 
ceſſary ſervices of general defence, that it was obliged. to be 
omitted. 
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unfortunately, one of the only two guns had beet 
ſpiked, believed to have been done the night be. 
fore, and ' ſeveral neceſſary things plundercd, 
ſome time, therefore, was loſt to get theſe ſup. 
plied from his Majeſty's Ordnance. Store-houſe 
in town. The enemy then appeared on the brow 


of the hill I had juſt before been reconnoitring 


on, which led directly into the town: with the 
one gun in order I here could certainly have 
killed them a few men, and am, at times, 
tempted to think I erred in letting ſlip that pre- 
eiſe moment; but, without matroſſes, gunners, 
artillery men, or other perſons converſant in the 
management of great guns, the eighteen pound- 


er, which was the kind of gun, was too vnwcildy 


to have been fired more than two, or at moſt three 
times before the whole force of the enemy mult 


have been under the bearing direction of the 
fame, and have ruſhed into the town: it was 
alſo too late to attempt to take any freſh ſtation, 


yet on this occaſion again (not having been my- 
ſelf bred to a military life) I conſulted the Com- 


mander in Chief of his Majefty's troops, Lieut, 


Col. Etherington, who ſtrongly recommended me 
not to fire then, as in order to gain time if poſ- 
fible, by delaying. the march er the enemy; I 


had (alſo by the ſame advice) ſome time before 
ſent off Enfign V anhammell. with a drummer and 
a white flag to demand a parley; Colonel Ether- 


att therefore, was of opinion that firing 
now, 


i 

now, before the teturn of the flag of truce, and 
whilſt Mr. Vanhammell remained with them, 
would be looked upon as ſuch an open violation 
of all the rules of war, that, in caſe the enemy 
ſueceeded, which, from all circumſtances, ſeem- 
ed unhappily too probable, the inhabitants of 
the town particularly, and of the iſland at large, 
could not expect quarter, and would undergo 
the utmoſt extremity of plunder, both by the 
French and Charibs; and it is in juſtice due to 
| Licut. Col. Etherington to ſay, Mr. Leece, his 
Majeſty's ſole engineer here, fully concurred 
with him in this. Col. Etherington was further 
of opinion, that, with our then force, no ap- 
pearance of ſuccour coming, and the enemy not 
actually half a mile from the town, all reſiſtance 
was vain, and moſt ſtrongly adviſed me to capi- 
late on the beſt terms I could; of this opinion 
was the only one of my council I had got near 
| my perſon, as one of the principal inhabitants 
then about me, who ſolicited my doing it before 
it became too late: on this I diſpatched again 
Mr. Phipps, one of my Aid de Camps to Mon- 
heur Canonge, commanding the French troops, 
to require him to halt his troops that we both 
might give and receive reciprocal propoſals, 
which he accordingly did; Colonel Etherington 
followed my meſſenger * and brought back de- 
mands of implicit unconditional ſurrender ; this 
was by me abſolutely rejected: the ſame was alſo 
M done 


* Without however any authority from me. 


ii 
done on my part, by propoſals to give us the 
fame terms granted“ to the garriſon and inhahi. 
tants of St. Lucie, to part of which I objected, 
indeed my views were, if poſhble, by delays to 
have time to collect more troops from the diſtant 
poſts, to give time for the inhabitants to arm 
and aſſemble, and even, if poſſible, to have 
a chance of ſuccour from his Majeſty's Admi- 
rals Byron and Barrington, who might hear of 
my fituation ; but this hope was faint, as that 
very morning Colonel Etherington told me, he 
had juſt had a letter from General Preſcot, from 
Saint Lucie, which faid the Engliſh fleet were 
all gone to Leeward, About this time, word 
was brought me of two other ſhips coming 
down, and ſo near as to be ſuppoſed, by that 
time, to have landed freſh troops: however, 
theſe afterwards proved to be Engliſh merchant 
| ſhips, one of force, which the French frigates, 
ſipping their cables, eaſily took. 

At laſt the terms given to the garriſon of Do- 
minica, were offered, and, by Colonel Ether- 
ington, and ſuch of the principal inhabitants, 
as I then had about me, ſtrongly recommended 
to be accepted by me; whereon J conſented that 
theſe ſhould ſerve as the baſis of a treaty ; and as 
much time had been thus ſpent, which J aimed at, 
and it being paſt two at noon, the Commander 
of the French troops propoſed the articles of 
the ironed ſhould be reduced to writing, and the 


whole 
* By the Eo — 
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whole to be finally adjuſted by four or five 
o'clock ; and a detachment of fixty of their 
troops was required to be put into ſhelter, from 
the inclemency of the ſun, in the buildings of 
a ſugar work one hundred yards diſtant from 
them, a ſmall reinforcement joining them at that 
time, I conſented to the propoſal, on condition 
of the remainder of their troops retiring back 
about four hundred yards, to a rifing ground in 
view, which was complied with. 

Here, my Lord, they were joined by Chatoier, 
and other Charib chiefs, with a large body of 
well armed Charibs, about five hundred in num- 
ber, as nearly as we could then judge,* and after- 
wards with certainty learned; beſides this, we 
ſaw other troops of theirs, in ſmall parties, and, 
as we imagined, other Charibs poſſeſſing them- 
ſelves of ' ſeveral other neighbouring heights, 


* Mr, Hartley one of the Council, the King's Maſter in 
Chancery, lately Colonel of the troops, while there was a 
militia, and whoſe houſe was within 200 yards of where this 
junction of the Charibs was made, ſent me the following note 
on the morning of the Freneh troops landing : 


S I R, 
„The French troop are formed on Sir W. Tein 8 kill, 


They appear to be about 500in number, Unleſs diſpatch is 
made to occupy the intrenchment, they will ſoon be here. 


SIR, 
Your Excellency” s humble ſervant, 
"THAKTLEY. 
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( 164 ) 
which we could not prevent. The Charibs, 
from the diſtance very many of them came, 
muſt have been in march, for this purpoſe, in 
the preceding night, (which was the caſe as 
I ſoon learned) from intelligence of the deſign, 
as French officers had landed in their country 
from ſome ſmall veflel, the evening before with 
a party; and one of our poſts being weaker than, 
according to my orders, ſhould have been, was next 


morning carried by aſſault, and one ſerjeant, and 
three ſoldiers were killed, and one Planter ſe. 


verely wounded on our fide, having been attack. 


ed in perſon by Monſieur Percin, one of thoſe 
_ officers who had landed, who is appointed French 


Governor here, and who marched forward with 


the men who landed with him, about forty-five 


French, befides free negroes and mulattoes, who 
had been joined by a body of Charibs of about 

ſix hundred; $ he alſo ſummoned and took ano- 
ther poſt, ſtill weaker than the firſt, and thus 


proceeded and joined the reſt of their forces. 


Io this fituation, leaving the troops and colo- 
niſts under arms, (of which latter, ſome of the 
few who had aſſembled having diſperſed on ſup- 


$ Lieutenant Gordon was in command at this poſt, and 


although above half of his few men, only 15 or 16 (inſtead 


of that number I had ordered to have been ſtationed there) to 


avoid the aſſault threw themſelves out of the block-houſe and 


ſurrendered, he, aſſiſted by the here-named planter, Mr, James 
Glaſgow, gallantly defended the poſt. Wk 


poſing 


n 
poſing the capitulation certain, and articles wand 
ing only to be reduced to writing) I went to the 
Government Houſe to endeavour to meet my 
Council, ſent off a ſecond expreſs to his Majeſ- 
ty's admiral, and by various pretences and meſ- 
ſages, I ſent to Monſ. Canonge, the time was 
ſo delayed, as to render it nearly impoſſible to 
terminate any capitulation that night, but I let 
the French commander know, if he wiſhed for 
perſonal conference, I would grant him a ſafe 
conduct to, and from, and would receive him at 
the Government Houſe. To gain the better 
terms I ſtill held an high language. This he ac- 
cepted, but that he might know nothing of our 
real ſtrength, I contrived that he did not paſs 
through our town until juſt dark, when he came 
to the Government Houſe ſtill twenty minutes 
later.“ PIR 
M 3 He 
+ In juſtice to myſelf, and to a brave young officer then 
Lieutenant, now Capt. Walker, I cannot here omit men- 


tioning ſome particulars, all of which I was not acquainted 
with when I wrote this letter. 

Having placed this young gentleman with ſome of the 
few troops I had about me, 1n a ſpot to awe, and watch the 
enemy, with poſitive orders to fire on them if they ſhould 
move before the hour next day I had fixed to ſend in propo- 
ſals, the Commander of his Majeſty's troops, Lieut. Col. 
Etherington, came to him (as the young man afterwards ac- 
quainted me) and aſked him what he meant to do in caſe the 
enemy during the night ſhould make any movements: to 
which he ſpiritedly replied, that having received my orders 
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He preſſed all he could the conclading the 
buſineſs that night, but this was denied him, 
He then named four, five and fix in the morning, 
but to gain time, as ſeveral meſſages had been 
ſent to collect force, I ſtill refuſed this, and fix- 
ed, with much difficulty ten o'clock next morn- 
ing, to ſend him my propoſals digeſted into 
writing; but with the moſt expreſs declaration 
that if any of his people, or the Charibs, be- 
fore that hour, quitted their ſtations, or commit- 
ted the leaſt irregularity, I ſhould look on all 
treaty as broken, and myſelf at liberty to a as 
circumſtances required. This he gave his word 
for, and I ſent him back through the town with 
Lieut. Colonel Etherington; through the whole, 
my Lord, holding, the better to conceal my 
real want of ftrength, a language which ſeemed 
from one dictating, rather than receiving terms. 
I cannot help obſerving that there was a degree 
of good faith obſerved, judgment ſhewn in the 
| meaſures he took, as far as I was able to judge, 
and politeneſs joined to his firmneſs through the 
whole of Mr. Canonge's conduct, that did ho- 
nour to his Sovereign as well as to himſelf Per 
ſonally. 


in mach caſe to fire on them, he certainly ſhould, which the 
Colonel difapproving, told him he would put that out of his 
power, and accordingly took him off from that poſt and placed 
another officer there, of which he never acquainted me. 
Of this very extraordinary yet poſitive fact, to the then Lieut. 
Walker, now in England, I appeal for confirmation. The 
8 The 


„ i: 

The enemy declared they were about fix hun- 
dred men landed in all, but I never eſtimated 
thoſe I /azo at more than four hundred and fifty; 
which I ſince learned were their preciſe numbers, 
before joined by the party under Monſ. Percin le 
Roque. I however, bluſhed to be obliged to 
think of capitulating to a party ſo inconfiderable 
in number, and yet formidable from circumſtan- 
ces, particularly the place and ſuddenneſs of 
their landing cloſe to our open town, and by the 
junction of them with the Charibs, whoſe number 
encreaſed about 1 50, even after the arrival of 
Monſieur Perein le Roque, and whoſe horrid man- 
ner of making war, carried ſuch terror to un- 
armed, unſuſpeCting planters, as make them more 
dreaded than better men. 

There may be, my Lord, ſome who will 
blame me for capitulating without putting the 
event to the iſſue of arms, but, as your Lord- 
ſhip knowing our want of almoſt every thing ne- 
ceſſary for defence, the ſhip, with proper ſtores, 
although arrived at Grenada long ſince, not ha- 
ving yet brought here thoſe for this iſland, muſt 
ſee the fatal effect of the reſolves of the late aſ- 
ſembly already alluded to, and reflect on how 
few ill. armed people I had to make uſe of; how, 
at the end of twenty-four hours procraſtination, 
inſtead of receiving reinforcements, the event 
was Jooked upon as ſo certain, that I had fewer 
men about me than at firſt ; how indefenſible the 

M 4 _ town 
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town was, and ultimately how fruitleſs any at- 
tempt at reſiſtance would have been; how next 
to impoſſible it might have been to have obtain- 
ed any terms, under ſuch circumſtances, after 
once an engagement had begun at the very end 
of the open town, with ſo many hundred ſavages 
of the party; and more, perpetually, joining 
theſe : laſtly how certainly ſuch an attempt, at 
ſuch a time, would have furniſhed a pretext for 
letting looſe all the Charibs to maſſacre the un- 
armed men, women and children, to ſack, burn, 
and otherwiſe deſtroy all the unarmed planta- 
tions: When his Majeſty, I ſay, my Lord, ſhall 
weigh all theſe circumſtances, which influenced 
me to curb my private paſſions and feelings, and 
compelled me, in duty, to ſuppreſs oſtentatious, 
and probably moſt ruinous meaſures, in order to 
ſave, for future better purpoſes, many valuable 
lives, and preſerve from total deſolation a Co- 
lony which, I rruſt, muſt ſoon return under his 
Royal dominion, I hope my conduct will -meet 
his Royal approbation ; more eſpecially, as your 
Lordſhip will fee by the terms of capitulation 
ſent herewith, that I have obtained more advan- 
tageous ones than were granted to Dominica, 
particularly the ope, permitting the ſending the 
troops to Antigua, there to enter into immediate 
ſervice, inſtead of being returned to England; 
and alſo preſerving inviolate, without inſpeCtion, | 
and under the ſame officers as before, the 
publie 


( 
public books and papers; taking all Chancery 
buſineſs out of the French Governor's hands, and 
placing it in the Council, beſides local articles 
concerning the Charibs, more adyantageous than 
could have been expected, had our force been 
| double what it was. 

[ was, perſonally, offered, during the treaty, 
got to be conſidered as a priſoner of war, but to ga 
where I pleaſed, and which has been ſince fre- 
quently repeated; but I declined accepting this, 
chooſing to ſhare the ſame fate as other his Majeſty's 
offcers. I muſt do the enemy the juſtice to ſay, 
that, after ſigning the capitulation on the 17th, 
believe as much pains were taken by Monfieur 
Cmonge to preyent diſorders as could be, in the 
hurry unavoidable on ſuch occaſions ; yet in de- 
ſpight of all theſe, for the firſt twenty-four 
hours, ſome ſpecimens were given by the Cha- 
ribs, and by ſome of the worſt of their troops, 
under the cloak of Charibs, by rapes, plunder- 
ing and deſtroying, of thoſe horrid effects which 
muſt more extenſively, and more fatally, have 
enſued, had the capitulation not taken place 
when it did. I am confident I could not have 
obtained near ſuch terms, had they not wiſhed to 
compleat the conqueſt, before it could be poſ- 
ible for his Majeſty's Admirals to hear of my 
fituation, (to whom I again ſent another expreſs) 
Flaſe abſence from this neighbourhood at that 
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time they were well acquainted with, and ſpoke 
to me of, 

In the afternoon of the 17th, the Chevalier 
Trolong Durumain, who commanded in chief 
the little ſquadron and troops, during the expe. 
dition, came round with the frigate, and an. 
chored in Kingſton Bay, and came with Mon. 
ſieur Canonge to the Government-houſe, and, 
after uſual civilities, informed me, there muſt 
be ſeveral additions and alterations to the capity. 
lation ; for that he could not agree to it, and that 
he had the command in chief, and not Monficur 
Canonge. I told him I could admit of no al. 
teration whatever, He, although politely, yet 
in a moſt peremptory manner, declared he could 
not ratify 1t-: that Monfteur Canonge had omitted 
ſeveral things; and ſubmitted to others, concern- 
ing which he, the Chevalier, had in charge from 
Monfieur d'Eſtaing, that he would not allow of; 
and that Monſieur Canonge had not proper au- 
thority to have concluded with me any thing, 
but preliminary articles. I anſwered, that Co- 
lone! Etherington had told me, he, the Cheva- 
lier, was preſent, when I propofed the capitu- 
lation of Dominica ſhould ſerve as the bafis of 
our treaty ; and that on quitting Monfieur Ca- 
nonge, to go on board his veſſel, he had declared 
the latter was by him authorized to conclude the 
treaty,” Lieutenant Colonel Etherington,, and 

Mon- 
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Nlonſieur Canonge, were both preſent, to whom : 
l appealed, and confirmed all this. However, he 
was as peremptory as myſelf, and the Capitu- 
ation lying on the table, af which there had yet 
ja while been but one copy ſigned, he moſt re- 
peatedly attempted to make additions to ſome 
articles, and to ſtrike the pen through others; 
and much warm and diſagreeable altercation and 
conduct paſſed, for, I beheve, two, if not three 
hours. At laſt, he put down on a ſheet of paper 
hoſe additions and alterations, he ſaid, he was 
determined to have. Of theſe, the foremoſt and 
principal was, that Commiſſaries ſhould be ap- 
pointed to examine into the treaty with the Cha- 
ribs of 1773, to fee how that had been obſerved, 
and to adjuſt and determine what compenſation 
ould be made for thoſe infractions therein, 
which the Charibs accuſed the Engliſh of; my 
anſwer was, that, had ſuch propoſal been made 
eren before ſigning the Capitulation, I never 
would have liſtened to it, as never would have 
ſuffered his Majeſty's treaty of peace, granted in 
his clemency to the Charibs, to be now brought 
into diſcuſſion, when they were rebellioufly vader | 
arms againſt him. | 
The Chevalier Durumain ſtill repeated to me, 5 
theſe alterations and additions muſt be made, or 
he ſhould have no regard to any part of the Ca- | 
pitulation, and, as it then was late, withdrew "oP 
hoping I would conſider of it until next morn- 


ing, 
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ing, when, at eight o'clock, he would take hi 
chocolate with me, and took up the Capitulation 
ſigned, and put it in his pocket ; which, on my 
demanding moſt peremptorily, he declared never 
ſhould ſee the day again (that was his expreſſion); 
but that he would tear it in my preſence, if! 
| thoſe it, as he looked on the whole as a nullity, 
I would not permit it to be torn, and confeſs, ſo 
apitated was I by ſuch a conduct, that 1 was 
going, very imprudently I muſt own, to have 
wreſted it from him by force; which I was hap- 
pily prevented from doing by a moment's reflec- 
tion, and by his promiſing, on his honour, on 
Colonel Etherington's ſpeaking to him about it, 
that he would bring it with him in the morning; 
therefore I ſupprefſed my well founded anger. 
Next morning, on coming, he complained 
loudly that I had cauſed the cannon of one of the 
batteries to be ſpiked up, and ſaid this was ſo 
contrary to the rules of war, of perſons intending 
to capitulate, that he declared it forfeited all 
right to have the terms obſerved ; and he did not 
know what meaſures he muſt be obliged to pur- 
ſue; unleſs I diſowned giving orders to have it 
done; in which caſe he ſhould look on it as the 
act of the populace, and ſhould have paſſed it 

over. I replied, that I flattered myſelf I knew 
the rules of war ſufficiently to be certain they 
authorized any one attacked, and unable to 
thake defence every where, to take ſuch precau- 
| tions; 
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gons; that I certainly had given the orders, and 
Jas glad I had been ſo properly obeyed; but 
that this had been done prior to the Capitulation, 
of which it could not be juſtly deemed the 
ſmalleſt infraction, After dwelling ſome time 
longer on this to no purpoſe, he then renewed 
the Tubject of making the additions and alter- 
ations in the Capitulation ; and defired to know 
whether I had conſidered the articles he had left 
with me the night before. I told him I had al- 
ready given him finally my anſwers, from which 
ci not, in the leaſt, depart ; for I would not 
conſent to any alterations or additions to what 
had been ſigned, On this he grew extremely 
ns told me again he held the Capitulation 
null; that he looked on the iſland as taken by 
unconditional. conqueſt; that myſelf and wife 
were priſoners, and muſt not ſtir; and that he 
would ſend for a guard and put me under it, I 
told him he certainly had the power, but he 
would do well not to abuſe it; for I had the ho- 


nour of ſerving a King, who would not, unpu- 


nined, ſuffer his dignity to be inſulted in the 
perſon of his Governor; and that his ſervants 
would have it in their power to retaliate every 
indignity I ſhould receiye, He ſaid he would 
ik it, but the additions muſt be; for he had his 
orders from Monfieur D'Eſtaing not to depart, 
more eſpecially from the article relating to the 
Charib treaty 3 and he read me part of his in- 

ſtruQions, 
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ſtructions. I anſwered, that Monſieur D*Eftaing' 
inſtructions to him were not to influence my 
conduct, in any thing which concerned the hq, 
nour of my Royal Maſter. He replied, his d. 
termination was made; and thus we walke/ 
about the hall of his Majeſty's Government. 
houſe for a few minutes, when Chatoier, ani 
one or two of his brothers, and I think one 
more Charib Chief, entered with Monſieur Percin 
Le Roque, and others, who had been in their 
country, and cauſed them to arm now, as he 
had done ſome months before, as my letters of 
December and January laſt informed your Lord: 
ſhip, and who is now the Governor of this 
illand. 
The Chevalier Durumain immediately went up 
to Chatoier, and told him, he hoped he was 
now fully ſenſible of the goodneſs and great 
friendſhip of his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, towards 
him and the Charibs, as he had undertaken this 
expedition entirely on their account ; and he de- 
ſired him now to ſet forth exactly his complaints 
againſt the Engliſh, for infractions of the treaty 
with them. A map of this iſland being, at his 
requeſt, laid on the table, Monfieur Percin Le 
Roque, and others fitting round, Chatoier and 
the other Chiefs looking over, Chatoier gave a 
long hiftory of the Charib war, and the different 
propoſitions they had made for their boundary, 
which he pointed out very exactly, doubtleh 

having 


E 
having been practiſed thereto, as he ſhewed on 
the map every place. Being afked to ſhew where 
any encroachments had been made, he could not 
point out, nor did he alledge any on the wind- 
ward fide; but ſaid, that he and his brothers, 
and the other Chiefs, had been deceived, both 
as to quantity and terms, reſpecting that land 
Lieutenant Colonel Etherington had bought of 
them, to which his Majeſty's Lords of the Trea- 
ſury, ſome confiderable time ſince, in conſe- 
quence of ſuch purchaſe, had directed me to 
confirm his title, under the Great Seal of this 
Iſland, . 

Chatoier, the Charib, alledged, that he, and 
thoſe others who had ſigned the inſtrument, ne- 
ver meant more than to leaſe a ferw acres, not to 
ſell what they were informed the papers ex- 
prefled, and was now held from them. I beg 
leave, in this place, to inform yout Lordſhip, - 
that all tranſactions relative to this buſineſs, 
ſuch as examining the parties, contracting, and 
certifying home to his Majeſty and his Miniſters, 
the fairneſs and regularity of the whole tranſ- 
action, happened when I was firſt Lieutenant 
Governor, and off the iſland, for ſome months, 
by leave of abſence, and of which buſineſs I 
knew nothing, not even by common report, until 
many months after, that the whole went through 
the hands of the perſon commanding in my ab- 

. 14 7 ſence; 
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fence *; and that I had no concern whatever 
therein, but officially (and agreeable to orders, 
and long after) putting the Great Seal, to con. 
firm the title to it : and this, after the Aſſembly 
of this iſland had, under their reſpective hands, 
. fignified their approbation of the ſale and pur. 
chaſe which Lieutenant Colonel Etherington, 
then only a Major, produced to me ; and which 
I now have, as alſo a letter I received by his 
hands from the Secretary to the Lords of his 
Majeſty's Treaſury, which required that being 
done. 

The Chevalier Durumain pointed out this 
tranſaction as an infraction of the treaty ; but ! 
| obſerved to him, that I apprehended the Cha- 
kibs allegations would be found to be falſe, and 
' proceeded probably from their wanting to have 
back the land, after having ſpent the conſider- 
ation paid for it; and that, at all events, it was 


* It may not be amiſs here to remark, that this gentleman, 
Mr. Sharpe, Prefident of the Council, and iſland, in my ab- 
ſence, undetſtood not ſcarce one word of French; that the 
Charibs, the party ſuppoſed to ſell (except in their Eifcourſe 
With each other, which was in the Charib language) con- 
_ verſed only in French; and Lieutenant Colonel Etherington, 
the ſuppoſed purchaſer, was the only interpreter : no wonder, 
then, that miſapprehenſions happened on the part of the Cha- 
fibs, which had ſuch fatal effects, and ſo totally alienated 
them from his Majeſty's intereſts, yet to the fairneſs and 
Equitableneſs of this tranſaction, the Prefident officially, in 

my abſence, certified to the Lords of the Treaſury, 
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a diſpute between two or three individuals, pro- 
per only to be inveſtigated in the Courts, At 
this inſtant the guards (fince ordering which, 
an hour at leaſt muſt have paſſed) came to take 
me into cuſtody ; on which I ſmiled, and turn- 
ing to the Chev alier, who had not yet perceived 
the officer, ſaid,—I ſee, Sir, your orders are 
obeyed, I am ready; but he inſtantly went to 
the door, and ſpeaking to the officer, both he 
and the guard retired. The Chevalier then 
came, and ſaid, that as this diſpute about the 
land, he ſaw, was (as I had obſerved) quite of a 
private nature, it ſhould be treated and examined 
as ſuch, and he hoped we now ſhould amicably 
adjuſt two or three points of leſs importance, but 
which muſt be ſettled ; particularly, as the ar- 
ticle to diſarm the Charibs was not in their power 
to perform. Indeed, I knew that perfectly 
well, but had at firſt inſerted it purpoſely to be rejected, 
to gain time by diſputing about it. I, however, thought 
that his Majeſty's honour required, that the indi- 
vidual articles, without alteration, fioned by Mon- 
ſicur Canonge, commander of the troops, ſecond 
in command, and by the Chevalier being on 
board, cruiſing off the harbour when the articles 
were ſigned, become, in fact, Commander in 
Chief, ſhould be ratified by the Chevalier Du- 
rumain, who elſe might be at liberty to conſtrue 
the reſt as he pleaſed ; but I conſented that after, 
N op but 


one copy ſigned by Monfieur Canonge and my- 


other perſon under him was included, and under 


pencil, was not ſufficiently expreſſed. All this 


E | 
but by no means before, both had ratified thoſe, we 
would talk of ſome things, by way of references 
and explanations, which might be mutually ad. 
vantageous. It was very long before he would 
conſent to this, ſtill wanting the. alterations to 
be in the body of the Articles; but finding me 
determined not 10 recede one iota, he at laſt gave it 
up; but till willing to have the honour of col 
cluding the buſineſs. Inſtead of only ratifying the 


ſelf, and producing to me Count D'Eſtaing's 
appointment of him to his expedition, with full 
powers, (in which, power of ſubſtituting any 


which he had authorized Monfieur Canonge, 
the commander of the troops) exact copies were 
made, which we both mutually ſigned ; and 
then, and not before, the three ſhort references 
mutually agreed to, were added, which we alſo 
ſigned, as your Lordſhip, by the Capitulation 
now ſent, will ſee, and which were indeed neceſ- 
ſary ; what the third and laſt refers to, was really 
agreed to before ſigning the firſt with Monfieur 
Canonge; but in the extreme hurry, and the 
anſwer being wrote in the field, and with only a 


took up many hours to compleat; and it was 

about half an hour after two at noon, on the 18th | 
inſtant, before all were ſigned: he having re- 
7 E I queſted 
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queſted triplicates, that he might have two; one 
to ſend to France, and one to be left with the 
Governor here. | 

As ſoon as the Chevalier Durumain had ac- 
quieſced in all I with ſo much firmneſs con- 
rended for, he very politely told me, he hoped 
[ would attribute every thing unpleaſant which 
had paſſed between us, to that public line of 
duty he was obliged to obſerve, whilſt treating 
for his Sovereign; but that now I might depend 
on the attentions of him, and of all thoſe in 
command under him, to foreſtall my wiſhes in 
any thing within their power, and was in every 
reſpect perfectly polite, 
omitted, my Lord, to obſerve in place, that 
he wanted the Capitulation to have been in 
Hrench; but the original propoſals, and accepted 
by Monfieur Canonge, were in Engliſh, which I 
ſent in that language on purpoſe, and I would 
receive my copy of the confirmation of this, only 
in the ſame language, although agreeing that what 
he kept ſhould be in French; 

After all was over, he and his officers, of 
which the hall was full, (Monfieur Canonge, how- 
ever, not being one of theſe) dined with me; 
and he requeſted me, and ſuch of his Majeſty's 
officers who were not to embark directly, and 
were here, to do the ſame with him next day, 
which we did on board his frigate. Wy 
Naz. It 


1 | 
It would be injuſtice not to ſay, the utmoſt 
care has been taken by Monfieur Canonge, who 
commanded the military (and who, I think I ſee, 
will, if this iſland continues in their poſſeſſion 
even a few weeks, which Heaven avert, be the 
Governor) to preſerve perfect order as far as, ] 
believe, was poſhble ; yet the Charibs did con- 
ſiderable violence to ſome eſtates and individuals, 
in their return home, LN 
I cannot help remarking, that the places where 
the enemy landed ſo eaſily, and ſo near Kingſton, 
were preciſely the ſpots, which, ſuſpicious of ſuch 
an event taking place at ſome period, I had moſt 
earneſtly recommended to the late Aſſembly of 
this iſland to have guarded, but which was neg- 


lected; and circumſtanced as I was from thoſe 
q Reſolves, of the 22d of December laſt, of the 
; late Aſſembly, long fince forwarded to your 
; Lordſhip, it was put out of my power to have it 
[ rendered ſecure by any other means. 

[ The enemy, by every meaſure they took, and 
g all they have declared, were as well acquainted 
' with what force we could collect, of what na- 
\ ture, and in ſhort of every thing relating to the 
colony, not only at this time, but alſo all that 
1 had paſſed for twelve months back, as almoſt 
43 any individual of it; and J am ſince fully per- 
1 ſuaded, as is, I believe, every one elſe of the 
1 | colony, that, on the whole, ſuch a Capitulation 
j 8 8 
I 


1 
as we have obtained, was far better than any 
thing, circumſtanced as we were, we could have 
gained by reſiſtance, and that all ſuch muſt have 
been quite ineffectual. 

The officer, Lieutenant Gordon, is -of come 
from that out- poſt which was carried by ſtorm, 
who behaved with the utmoſt gallantry, accor- 
ding to Monfieur Percin Le Roque's declaration, 
who himſelf headed the attack, and aſſured me, 
that had not even ſeveral of the few ſoldiers Lieu- 
| tenant Gordon had in the poſt deſerted him, and 
be had only about F#fteen fit for duty, he, Monſieur 
Percin Le Roque, ſhould have found it- difficult 
to have carried the poſt, at leaſt for ſome time, 
and that he could not but pity a brave man un- 
der ſuch circumſtancess He was plundered of 


all his baggage, and every thing but the cloaths | 


on his back, even to the money in his pocket, 
| Monfieur Percin acknowledged that his party 
conſiſted of forty-fix French, excluſive of Mulat- 
toes and Free Negroes, of which he had about 
{rventy-five, and the Charibs who joined him in 
that attack were full fix hundred, all well armed. 
| Theſe, my Lord, with that body of near five 
hundred Charibs, which the ſame day had joined 
the French cloſe to Kingſton, together with ſome _ 
conſiderable diminution of their numbers, not 
long fince, by the ſmall pox, makes their num- 
ber, capable of bearing arms, nearly what my 
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letters to his Majeſty” s Miniſters have ever dt. 
Jared*®. © 

It would be highly unjuſt to his Majeſty's offi. 
zers + and troops, and thoſe of the inhabitants 
who were able to be collected, not to aſſure his 
Majeſty, which I beg your Lordſhip to do, that 
they ſhewed the utmoſt alacrity and readineſs, to 
endeavour to do, by arms, whatever men were 


capable of; and I have only to regret, that their 


numbers had not been more conſiderable, and 
thereby have given them an opportunity of dif. 
tinguiſhing themſelves, and of crowning me with 


honour, by repulfing this well-concerted attack, 


* In this point, as in every other, Governor Morris is 


bold to aſſert, that his information poſſeſſed an accuracy, 


which did not accompany the intelligence given to Miniſtry 
by other perſons. The annexing certainty to the notices he 


tranſmitted to Government was an unremitted part of Gover— 


nor M,'s conduct; and even ſo far back as when he was 
Lieutenant Governor of St. Vincent, he received his Ma- 
jeſty's approbation, in the moſt flattering manner, from the 


then Secretary of State. The enrolment of the French Go- 
vernor afterwards, of the Charibs fit to bear arms, confirmed, 


beyond a doubt, the exactitude of Governor Morris s intelli- 
gence of their real numbers. | 


+ The intelligent reader muſt ſee, this means the officers in 


general, with the exception, however, of him ſo freely and 


deſervedly animadverted on in this letter. This note 1 
thought neceſſary, to prevent even the poſfibility of a miſtake, 
and it had been unneceſſary, had the words in 1 been 
added to my letter after chat of offic rs, 


One 


+ 94 

One diviſion of the troops are already ſent to 

Antigua, the reſt will embark in a day or two. 
To remove any impreffion' which might ariſe 

from intimating, in the firſt part of my letter, of 

the troops not having been at the trenches ſo ſoon 
as my anxiety wiſhed to ſee them there, I muſt 
add, that they ſtill would have been in time for 
action, had it not been the general opinion, that 
at the period they would have arrived, this ſpot 

was an Improper one to try to make our ſtand at, | 
with ſo very few forces; but had they come 
ſooner, I certainly ſhould have poſſeſſed thoſe 

heights I have named, and. would have made, I 

think, a ſucceſsful ſtand zhere; for I was very 

loth to quit that ground. 

The ſhips the enemy came in were, the 
Lively, the Weazle, and the Ellis, formerly, I 
believe, a large Liverpool privateer. 

The variety of matter has, I fear, occaſioned 
a tireſome prolixity in this recital, I wait with 
an impatience not to be expreſſed, to know his 
Majeſty's ſentiments on my conduct herein, and 
remain, &c. &c. 

P. S. June 22. I have had accounts from St. 
Lucie, four times ſince our unhappy fate; the 
lateſt of the evening of the 19th, when none of 

his Majeſty's ſhips of war were there; but ex. 

prefſes had been ſent after them, to acquaint 
them of what had happened. It was hoped theſe 
would ſoon reach one or other of the Admirals. | 


N 4 His 
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His Majeſty's commands, ſent to the cate of 
the Governor of Barbadoes, will find me poſſibly 
here, or elſe at Antigua waiting for ſuch. 
Mr. Hillock, formerly an officer in his Ma. 
jeſty's ſervice, and lately holding ſome poſts 
here, particularly the poſt of Fort Adjutant, and 
who, therefore, iſſued all orders, will have the 
honour to deliver this to your Lordſhip. He is 
thoroughly acquainted, not only with the parti- 
culars of this unhappy loſs, but alſo with every 
thing moſt minutely relating to the colony. I 
have therefore choſen him to give his Majeſty an 
account of all thoſe; and at the ſame time I muſt 
entreat your Lordſhip to recommend him to his 
Majeſty, as every way deſerving his Royal fa- 
vours, being a moſt deſerving, brave, and loyal 
man 9. 


It may be a matter of curious reflection, for the reader 
to know, that Mr, Hillock, when he frequently preſented 
himſelf for examination on this buſineſs, was told, that when 
he was wanted, he ſhould be ſent for ; and this was the only 
communication he ever had with Miniſters on the ſubject. 
Beſides, Mr. Hillock has not, to this hour, been able to ob- 
tain payment of his expences, in bringing over the diſpatches, 
which had been greatly enhanced, by his being obliged to 
hire an expreſs veſſel to St. Kitts, and wait there till he could 
proceed to England. The uſual regulated price of this is 
_ 109], the ſum paid afterwards, as I underſtand, on very good 
grounds, to Lieut, Rogerſon, of the 13th regiment, for 
bringing the news of the capture of St. Euſtatia. 


JJ nl © 
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p. S. Since writing the above, the Iphigene 
frigate, from Martinique, has landed 130 men 
more, but did not ſtay half an hour, and is 
again gone back thither for more troops. 

The French ſay, an attack was to be carried 
on againſt Grenada, at the ſame time we were 
attacked, and doubt not of ſucceſs; but ſeven 
hundred men is the number they fix on as going 
on that enterprize. Indeed, many more can do 
no more than pillage ſome particular quarter. 
That iſland, free from external enemies or Cha- 
ribs, will, I truſt, afford Lord Macartney an 
happy opportunity of TL his well known 


abilities * 


(No. XIV.) 


* Fully ſenſible of the want of perſpicuity in ſeveral parts 
of the whole of this letter, I cannot find apologies adequate 
to offer for ſuch, yet preſume to ſolicit the reader's indulgent 
reflection, on the infinite agitation and vexation I laboured 
under when I wrote it; that the ſame was wrote and copied, 
the poſtſcript excepted, within little more than forty-eight 
hours of the unhappy event which occaſioned it, great part 
of even which time had been unavoidably taken up with re- 
ceiring meſſages, notes, and requiſitions, from the French 
Commander, for orders to put him in poſſeſſion of the place 
and articles, agreeable to the Capitulation ; and in other 
orders I was to give, and precautions to be taken to ſecure his 
Majeſty thoſe terms, and thoſe papers, I had been fortunate 
enough to reſcue from a triumphant conqueror. | 

That the whole letter was written after ſeveral, and in ge 
neral fleepleſs nights, rendered more painful by the agonies 
of ſerereſt mortification and vexation, and at an event I was 

convinced 
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( No. XIV.) 


St. Vincent, June 30, 1779. 
My Lonp, 


MONSIEUR Du Monter the French 
General here, not having, yet a while, been 
to let me have a flag of truce to convey my dif. 
patches, and Mr. Hillock, who will be the 
bearer of them to your Lordſhip, gives this fur. 
ther opportunity of my having the honoar to 
acquaint your Lordſhip, that the French land. 
ing ſo ſuddenly and cloſe to the town, (added to 
the length of time before I was joined by the 
troops, which was full oe hour and three quarters 
after Lieutenant Colonel Etherington knew of the 
debarkation, and had received orders to march) 
by cutting me off from, rendered it impoſſible 
to throw myſelf, and the few people I could col- 
lect, into thoſe "O's and that po ſo ſtrong 


convinced would n not have taken place, had 1 been properly 
ſupported on the ſpot, by Adminiſtration at home, I yet feel 
conſcious I ought firſb to have given only a ſuceinct account 
of the fatal event, and in that ſhould have referred for the 
detail to a ſubſequent one: yet who can boaſt that he omnibus 
horis ſapit, or amidſt the pangs of racking diſappointment, 
and undeſerved extreme diſgrace, can wholly poſſeſs himſelf : 
1 confeſs, I did not then. oy 

J 
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by nature, which many of my former letters, 
written juſt before Admiral Byron's arrival in 
theſe ſeas, mentioned I had fixed upon with 1n- 
tention to have fortified, and then to have retired 
to, in caſe the enemy ſhould poſleſs themſelves 
of the flat country and the town. 4 rn 

The fatal Reſolves of the Aſſembly of this 
iſland, of the 22d December, prevented my be- 
ing able to fortify that place, by that power ® 
which I am ſure ought to be, and ſtill think is 
legally veſted in his Majeſty's Governor, on ſuch 
emergencies as this colony has experienced re- 
peatedly within theſe laſt twelve months: de- 
prived, however, of that power, I had recourſe 
even to ſupplication to obtain the end, as may 
appear by ſome of thoſe printed hand- bills iſſued 
at that time, which I now have the honour to 
encloſe for your Lordſhip's peruſal; and although 
for two or three days, ſome people, in conſe- 
quence of theſe, did voluntarily ſend ſome Ne- 
groes to work under my direction, in the throw- 
ing up defences there; yet, finding others did 
not do the ſame, they defiſted, and that moſt | 
uſeful work and plan was left but * ſketched 
out, and begun upon. 


* The Reſolution of the Aſembly b here alluded « to, Was, 
that the King had no right or prerogative to call out the in- 
habitants of the iſland to arms, by his Proclamation, for ths 
G&tence of the colony, 


The 


hy 
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The French General and engineers think, and 
declare, the ſpot ſo ell choſen, that they occupy 
it, and are inceflantly at work there, to carry 
into uſeful practice thoſe very ideas I had formej, 
and which I ſhould call fortunate, had I been ſo 
ſeconded as to have been able compleatly to haye 
carried the ſame into execution. At this place, 
my Lord, the French ſay, if attacked by ſupe. 
rior Britiſh force, they mean to make their ut. 
moſt, their dernier, & . as they flatter them- 
ſelves, their ſucceſsful ſtand :# circumſtances 
mention, my Lord, only to ſhew I had not been 
inattentive in my care, or injudicious in my 
choice of the means neceffary to have ſecured | 
this Colony to his Majeſty, but was unfortunate 
in having neither the one nor the other properly 
Fon and ſupported. 
As it was, in great meaſure, the dread of the 

- hae cruelties of ſo numerous a body of Cha: 
ribs, certainly confiderably more than 1000 in 


They ſupported, in their future conduct, this reſolution, 
for it was here, I repeat, the ſpot I had fixed on, and in vail 
called to be aſſiſted in fortifying againſt them, they made that 
ſtand which baffled the endeavours of Admiral Rodney and 
General Vaughan afterwards to retake the Iſland ; when the 
General, although landed with conſiderable force, declared; 
on ſurveying the ſpot, it was much too ſtrong to be forced 
but with very ſuperior numbers, and a large quantity of ar- 
tillery ; therefore the troops re-embarked, and left the 
enemy in quiet vonne of this firong hold, and of the 
Anl. | 
all, 


n ee 
all, who, in two bodies joined under arms, and 
were juſt on the point of being let looſe to exer- 
ciſe their accuſtomed barbarities, which induced 
that general defire of, and I may, in fact, ſay 
cccafioned, the Capitulation; and as, in ſome of 


writing to your Lordſhip, I mentioned the well- 
grounded hopes I had, by the plan I laid down, 
of preventing theſe joining a foreign external 
| enemy to any fatal effe&ty or in any confiderable 
number; and as the event has not anſwered my 
expectations, my duty, and what I owe to my 
own character, oblige me to ſay that the plan 1 
had concerted for this purpoſe, and for which 
there were ſtanding orders at all the poſts in and 
near the Charib country, was fruſtrated by the 
number of troops in thoſe poſts not being nearly 
equal to what I ordered ſhould have been kept 
there, Mr. Hillock, who will have the honour 
to deliver this to your Lordſhip, who, acting as 
Fort Adjutant, officially ifſued theſe orders, and 
to whom I ſpoke frequently ſo fully on the ſub- 
ject, will be able minutely to inform your Lord- 
ſhip of the whole, and of what ſteps I took to 
have thoſe orders complied with, and the reaſons 
which prevented my not, on the firſt delay in 
executing theſe, having the ſame enquired into 
in a very ſummary manner. One principal rea- 
ſon was, that the late Aſſembly having laid com- 
plaints againſt me, which ſtill were not fully 

: ex- 


my former letters, T did myſelf the honour f 
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„ 
examined into, and were to be anſwered by me, 
I was extremely unwilling, by even doing ſtrictly 
my duty, and ordering a public enquiry into the 
cauſe of the neglect of my orders, and probably 
a Court Martial to be had in conſequence, to give 
ſome of the Coloniſts the pretext to ſay, and his 
Majeſty and your Lordſhip room to imagine, ] 
wiſhed to carry authority with too high a hand: 
I, therefore, as Mr. Hillock can inform your 
Lordſhip, took every method in my power, but 
that of puniſhing for paſt neglect, or diſobedi- 
ence, to enforce future better obſervance ; un- 
happily the enemy gave no time for this; for 


knowing, and availing itſelf of the want of due 


ſubordination, and unanimity in the Colony, and 
knowing alſo, as the commanders of their troops 


have confeſſed to me, the manner in which the 
troops have been ſtationed,* the fatal blow was 


ſtruck ; a blow, I think, and the French them- 
ſelves publicly confeſs, could not have ſucceed- 


| ed, had the Charibs been found in employment 


in their own diſtrict, ſo as to have been prevented 


joining; and this I again, my Lord, repeat, 1 


think muſt have been the caſe, had rhe proper 
number of troops ordered, been at the poſts in their diſ- 
trict and neighbourhood : but, deprived of theſe re- 


* Great numbers, as before obſerved, without my con- 
ſent or privity, at the poſts on the land of the Commander 
of the troops, 


ſources, 


(408-3 -* 

ſources, and the Charibs once having joined the 
French ; the ſuddenneſs and nearneſs of their 
landing to the open town of Kingſton confidered, 
together with all the other circumſtances which 
favoured them on that day, I muſt think the 

terms of capitulation are infinitely more favour- 
able than there was the leaſt reaſon to have ex- 
pected, and which nothing could have obtained 
but the countenance put on, and the conceal- 
ment made of our want of ſtrength, and of our 
ſituat ion: and the firmneſs I ſhewed not only 
with Monfieur Canonge, who agreed to grant 
theſe terms, but alſo, the next day, with the 
Chevalier Trolong Durumain, the Commander 
in chicf, who wanted to break through thoſe, 
The Count d'Eſtaing was ſo diſpleaſed with 
Monſieur Canonge for granting ſuch capitula- 
tion, that he has wrote a ſevere reprimand on the 
occaſion to him, Indeed, as it is now fourteen 
days fince the French firſt landed, and as ever 
fince then, they have had a perfect free inter- 
courſe with Martinico, from whence they have, 
uninterruptedly received every reinforcement, 
and ſupply of men and ammunition, and could 
have had any further quantities they choſe; and 
as the frigates which brought their troops im- 
mediately came round into the bay, and anchored 
within half muſket ſhot of every houſe in the 
town; and as it has been proved by their other 
a coming, and going in and out of our 
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ſons, I now am of opinion, that whatever might 
| the firſt moment, it could not ultimately have 


only have loſt to his Majeſty and the inhabitants, 


and eſtate ſacked and ſet fire to. As it is, I till 


theſe Iſlands than anywhere elſe ; and I only wait 
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different bays at pleaſure, that theſe might, af. 
ter bringing any reinforcements, have remained 
here to this hour unmoleſted ; for all theſe rex. 


have been the temporary reſult of even reſiſtance 
availed, and preferved the Colony; and would 


the advantages of their property being ſecured 
as it is by the capitulation; as without this, 
doubtleſs, during this fortnight, the whole Iſland 
would have been deſolated and plundered, the 
towns deſtroyed, and, probably, every houſe 


wait in expectaàtion of his Majeſty's Admiral and 
ſome ofthe troops from St. Lucie, retaking this 
Iſland, before the French ſhall have compleated 
thoſe defences they are now labouring ſo hard at, 

Should his Majeſty chuſe to direct any enquiry 
to be made, on my conduct, or that of Lieut, 


Col. Etherington, or of any other perſon for the 


tranſaction of that unfortunate day, as the wit- 


neſſes of every part of that day's buſineſs reſide 


in is iſland, and moſt of them not in the mili- 
tary line, and, therefore, not compellable to re- 
pair to England, yet who would not heſi tate to 


go to any neighbouring land to give their teſti- 
mony; permit me, my Lord, to ſay a more exact 


inveſtigation of the truth can be had in ſome of 


0 
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to kno'v his Majeſty's determination herein, be- 
fore I fix any time for my quitting the Welt In- 
dies, {till flattering myſelf that my conduct will 
met with that approbation it has been the un- 
wearied endeavour to deſerve of him who, my 
Lord, remains &c. &c. &c. 


(No. Xv.) 


St. F 1eruts Dec. 16, 1779: 
Ay LorD, PRE 


THE copies from the out newlith: 
pers in the London Gazette of the 28th of laſt - 
September, contain returns of the companies 
of the Goth regiment in this iſland, in date of 
the 1ſt of April, ſo widely different from thoſe 
of the ſame date delivered to me, and ned by 
Lieut, Col. Etherington, and now in my poſſeſ- 

fon, that I cannot help tranſmitting to your 
Lordſhip an exact copy of the latter; by which 
your Lordſhip will ſee the return in the Gazette, if 
faitofully copied, is, within 13 men, double the number 
of the return given in to me of the ſame mouth *, and 


* With what view this miſrepreſentation was made! wall 
not preſume to ſay, but che falſity ant k. have greatly and moſt 
vnjuſtly 


8 n 


LIFE 1 
which I apprehend was exact. How returns, 
given in by the ſame perſon, and which I ima- 
gine ſhould be exact duplicates, ſhould vary ſo 
much, I ſhall leave to your Lordſhip to enquire 
into, and beg the ſame may be done; but as the 
returns of ſubſequent months may be equally 
diſſimilar, I ſubjoin copies alſo of thoſe of the 
months of May and June laſt; by the latter, 
your Lordſhip will ſee how the numbers by 
deaths, &c. were diminiſhed, even from the re- 
turn delivered to me the 1ſt of April, ſo as not 
to amount to half the number mentioned in the copies 
from the Gazette, of which I alſo ſend a copy, the 
inſerting of which could not but convey to the 
public an idea, that I had on the iſland and for 
its defence, double the military force I realy 
had. VF 
Permit me, my Lord, to ſay that doing this, 
and totally omitting every particular of my let. 
ter, which gave an account of the loſs of this 
iſland, and the multiplied cauſes which occafioned 
it, particularly the total filence of above eleven hun- 
ared Charibs being in arms at the ſame time, and 
having joined the French in zo bodies, as alſo of 
the ſecond debarkation of French in the Charib 
country at the ſame time the reſt landed ſo cloſe to 
the town; and that body not only cutting off 


unjuſtly injured. me in the opinion of the public, which pro- 
bably was then intended. 


. 

my receiving ſuccour from the poſts in that 
quarter, but carrying theſe ſword in hand, is 
a treatment J did not think my unwearied exer- 
tions in my poſt could have received; and an in- 
jiice T had not imagined would ever have been 
ſhewn to the meaneſt ſubject in his Majeſty's dominions 
and your Lordſhip muſt not be ſurpriſed, if, in 
common juſtice to myſelf, I make publickly 
known theſe, and many other circumſtances 
which happened during the whole of the time; 
I facrificed health, peace, fortune and reputa- 
tion, the better to fulfill what I thought the du- 
ties of that poſt, with which I had the honour to 
be entruſted. | 

The neglect, with which thoſe aſſiduous cares 
were treated by his Majeſty's miniſters, occa- 
ſioned that total want of ſubordination in the co- 
lony which 9 it. The ſeeing how unſupported 
Twas in my zealous ſervices, brought on me and 
on the poſt I filled, the reſiſtance, I may add 
even the contempt both met with. The ſeeing 
that this was left unnaticed has, I ſuppoſe, occa- 
fioned my receiving, even -as a priſoner of war, 
a treatment very different from what, I imagine, 
the poſt J lately held juſtly entitled me to. For 
although priſoner, I have not been allowed any 
maintenance whatever: as to any other neglects 
of attention, I ſhall not deſcend to particulars ; 
it is not ſurprifing I ſhould experience theſe from 
9 ſtrangers 
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ſtrangers, and when deprived of that office, 
which, how honourable ſoever, could not, whilſt 
I held it, ſecure me from nearly the ſame treat- 


ment from others, &c. &c. &c. 


(No. XVI.) 


5 Antigua, Feb. 14, 1780, 
My Lonv, 1 5 


I HAVE the honour, by this ear- 
lieſt opportunity to inform your Lordſhip of my 
arrival in this iſland from Saint Vincent, where 
I anxiouſly wait, daily expecting to learn his 
Majeſty's pleaſure concerning an enquiry into my 
conduct, and that of Lieut. Col. Etherington, 
relative to the loſs * of Saint Vincent. 

As I before did myſelf the honour to ſolicit 
this, I reſt aſſured the ſame will be complied 
with, and which, permit me, my Lord, to ſay, 
I demand as a matter of right, and neceſſary for a pro- 
per juſtification of my * (barafter; Lieut. Col. Ether- 
ington having prefumed, in this iſland, and at 
St. Kitt's, to try to throw that blame on me, 


* Sure this language ſhews the conſciouſneſs of rectitude 
_ which the enquiry, when at laſt obtained, fully proved. 


which 
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which I flatter myſelf an enquiry will fix in its 
proper place, and which, I am bold to ſay 
ought to be publickly known: Therefore, ſhould 
Lieut. Col. Etherington be ftill in England, 
I muſt entrear your Lordſhip to give orders for 
his ſpeedily repairing to the Weſt Indies, in or- 
der to undergo ſuch examination, and I ſhall 
wait here for the like purpoſe of an enquiry into 
my conduct: I therefore, muſt entreat to hear 
from your Lordſhip by the very earlieſt opportu- 
nity. 1 
J learn Enſign Lees, of the ordnance, who 
was at St. Vincents, and preſent the whole of 
that day's tranſaction, 1s probably on his way to 
| England from St. Kitt's, as that Gentleman will 
be a material evidence, I requeſt he may be or- 
dered out, and the ſame of Mr. Hillock *, who 
had the honour of delivering my diſpatches to 
your Lordſhip: and who was officiating Fort 
Adjutant, and Barrack Maſter at St. Vincent, 
a confiderable time previous to and at the cap- 
ture of the Iſland. He ſhould alſo be directed 
to bring with him his boek of orders. 

I have further, my Lord, to requeſt that ſuch 
enquiry may be made, if orders are not already 
ſent out to that effect, in the Weſt Indies, where 
the proper evidences, and eye witneſſes of that 


* This, however, was not done. 


03 day's 
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day's, and preceding tranſactions can be had; 
ſeveral material ones of theſe reſiding in St. Vin. 
cent, will in ſuch caſe attend“; and that it may 

not be in England, where all means of informa. 
tion may be ſuppreſſed or wanting. 


I have the honour, &c. &c. 


* 'The French Governor was never wrote to, to let them 
attend, which he ſaid he would do if he ſhould be properly 
requeſted ; but that not being done, their evidence could not 
be given, and from neither the Governors of Antigua, Bar- 
badoes, or St. Lucie being wrote to, to ſend other material 
witneſſes who had withdrawn thither reſpectively, all of their 
evidence was ſuppreſſed or loſt, 
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Extract of a Letter to Lord G. Germain, dated Antigua, 
Fuly 27 1780. - ; 


My Lo, 


4 SOME perſons here who hold 
ſome of the bills drawn on the Lords of the 
Treaſury, whilſt I commanded in St. Vincent, 
and which bills their Lordſhips have not choſen 

to pay, acquainted me they would not conſent 
to my departure: and ſhould ſignify the ſame at 
the Secretary's office, until they were ſatisfied for 
thoſe bills; and by a law of the Ifland, no Cap- 
tain of any trading veſſel, privateer, &c. can 
take any perſons off the iſland without his or her 
firſt producing the Secretary's certificate, that ſuch 
perſon has for a certain number of days made pub- 
lic his intention of quitting the Iſland, and that no 
perſon in the Iſland has lodged a caveat againſt it. 
Thus, my Lord, the conduct of the Lords of 
the Treaſury with reſpect to thoſe bills, has cre- 
ated to me this obſtruction, and which although 
I have not yet awhile been able to prevail on the 
parties to wave, I truſt, on very good grounds, 
I ſhall be able to effect in a ſhort time, perhaps 
in a few days, by giving ſecurity for the pay; 
ment of thoſe bills; yet ſtill my Lord a delay, 
not able to have been prevented by me, has been, 
O 4 and 
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and is ſtill, thereby occaſioned; and the convoy 
from this iſland is to quit it to-morrow evening, 
or, at the very lateſt, next morning, 

I however aſſure your Lordſhip moſt of my 
things are at this moment, packed up, in the 
hopes I was to have been able to have embarked 
by this convoy: many of theſe will be ſent by 
it, and I ſhall hold myſelf in readineſs to em- 
brace the earlieſt occaſion of any good, and ſafe 
veſſel, although running ſingly by itfelf, and in 
the enſuing hurricane months, fo eager is my 
defire to appear before your Lordſhip, and his 
Majeſty, to vindicate a conduct, I truft needs 
only to be examined into, to be approved of; yet 
cannot help again aſſuring your Lordſhip no juſt 
eſtimate can be made of either that, or of Lieut. 
Col. Etherington's, without an examination of 
many eye, and ear witneſſes of both of theſe, 
at St. Vincent's, particularly on the 16th, 17th, 
and 18th of June, 1779, and of ſome days pre- 
vious to that: and Lieut, Col. Etherington, has, 
with more art than truth, endeavoured to per- 
ſuade that his condemnation, and my vindica- 
tion will turn on orders he did or did not receive 
from me. Far otherwiſe is the caſe, my Lord; 
his ſhameful neglect of duty ſome days previous 
to, and on the 16th, and 17th of ſaid June, his 
concealment from me of information he had, 


and 
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and did not even himſelf make uſe of;“ his in- 
timidation inſtead of encouragement + of the 

troops, as alſo of the inhabitants by his perſonal 
conduct and words on thoſe very days; and 
which, in a great meaſure, rendered neceſſary, at 
the preciſe moment, ſome orders which a diffe- 
rent conduct would not have occaſioned; and of 

moſt of which I was not fully: informed, when 

had the honour of firſt acquainting your Lord- 
ip of the loſs of the Ifland, come none of them 
under the article of actual diſobedience of or- 
ders; nor does my conduct, the very reverſe of 
this in every particular, nor his behaviour unbe- 
coming bis duty, in calling me to account a few 
days after the capture of the Iſland, for having 
ſaid with truth, that his ueglect of duty, diſobedi- 
ence of orders, and other behaviour had, pro- 
bably, been the true cauſes' of the loſs of the. 
| Ifand ; a fact 3 now take upon me to. ad ,., and 


Conſiderable time after the capture of the, Iſland, But never 
I. fore, I learnt he had repeated!y deelared, that he had heard 

it was to be attacked in a few days. | 
+ It can be atteſted by moſt of the inhabitants, to Show 
| appeal, and it was proved at the court of enquiry held on 
Governor Morris, at his own requeſt, that at the head of 

the troops, he declared all reſiſtance was vain, that the 

number of the enemy was ſometimes a thouſand, ſometimes 
twelve, and even fifteen hundred, and were enough to 
* eat vs up: that they would get poſſeſfion of the heights, 
* double the King's troops, and, by gaining their Hank, cut 
© them to pieces, CC, &. 


to 
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to be ready to prove by the evidence of very many 
perſons, amongſt whom are many even of the 
officers of his own regiment ; whenever I can be 
permitted to produce theſe evidences in ſuch 
a manner as to make the ſame admiſſible at atria]; 
but as the patties are, Mr. Hillock the then Fort 

e Latin excepted, all in the Weſt Indies, your | 
Lordſhip can beſt determine how-mwek-evidenc 
can, and ought to be obtained. 

& Additional to this, my Lord, give me leave 
to aſſure you there were ſome, and thoſe by far 
the moſt material orders, given as occaſion re- 

quired, viva voce, to Lieut. Col. Etherington, 
in the preſence of ſeveral different perſons, as 
alſo conveyed to him by my Aids de camp, 
which, from the nature, and time of the duty, 
could not be given in writing, and which orders 
can only be proved by the parties hearing the 
ſame given ; others carrying ſome of theſe to 
Lieut, Col. Etherington which he diſobeyed, and 
which diſobedience proved fatal to the King's ſer- 
vice, EC. &c. ; 


N e, 
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(No. XVIII.) 


Antigua, Aug. 18, 1780. 
My Logp, 5 


4 H E Cumberland packet juſt arri- 
red and going to depart again almoſt immedi- 
ately, gives me the opportunity of the honour 

of acquainting your Lordſhip, that it is now 

above three weeks ſince, I have had the baggage 
of myſelf and family packed up, ready to em- 
bark, at an hour's notice, for England, in obe- 
dience to his Majeſty's orders. But Admiral 
Rodney, having received no orders from your 
Lordſhip or the Lords of the Admiralty, did 
not, on my application, think himſelf properly 
authoriſed to let me have a conveyance, in either 
of the men of war in the laſt convoy; and a 
Mr. ——, holder of ſome of the Saint Vincent 
government bills, ſuffered to have come out pro- 
teſted, entered his caveat againſt my embarking 
on board any merchant veſſel, and thus prevented 
my failing by the laſt fleet. He till, in ſpite of 
all my endeavours hitherto, Keeps on this em- 
bargo ; and does it, I am informed, particularly 


he, by having his trial in England, without my. 
preſence, may avoid that weight of evidence, 
my being there would call out againſt him; an 
end, let me entreat your Lordſhip, may not be 
„ gained, 


to ſerve Lieut. Col. Etherington, in order that 
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gained; and, alſo, that your Lordſhip will 4. 
vert to the cruel dilemma, the conduct of the 
Lords of the Treaſury has thrown me into; their 
act now keeping me from an immediate obedi. 
ence to his Majeſty's orders, I till hope, I may 
yet, perhaps even before your Lordſhip pets 
this Letter, or immediately after, be in Eng. 
land, by my being able to remove Mr. 
hard embargo. Yet give me leave to obſerve to 
your Lordſhip that no private, or perſonal claim 
againſt me, or other perſonal impediment detain 
me, but this only, occaſioned ad the Lords of the 
Treaſury. 

I am alſo to acquaint your Lordſhip that Mr, 
— has carried this ſo far as take out an execu- 
tion againſt, and to make a levy on my effects, 
which, unleſs I can, among my friends, rail 
the money to pay theſe public bills, muſt be 
ſold to gratify him. He has alſo, given peremp- 
tory orders to the Marſhall, the Sheriff of the 
Weſt Indies, to take my perſon, and conduct 
me to gaol for heſe bills. Hard, very hard this 
my Lord, and a poor recompence for indefatigable 27, 
in the duties of my poſt as a Governor /! 2 
1 ſhall endeavour, and truſt, to elude the She- 
riff's vigilance, and, at all events, Admiral Rod- 
ney has, on repeated ſolicitations, promiſed me 
a conveyance in a man of war to convoy the early 
October fleet, which I ſhall embrace, provided 
1 ſhall find it ablolutely bl 8 to obtain 0 
earlier paſſage. 


I have the honour, &c. 


orie rt 
F R OM 
GOVERNOR MORRIS 
TO THE RIGHT Whew * 


THE LORDS OF THE TREASURY, 


St. Vincent, July 2, 1776. 
My Loxps, 5 e 


[ AM ſorry to begin, as it were, the functions 
of my office and the honour of my correſ- 


pondence with your Lordſhips with the advice 


of the ſeveral drafts hereunder mentioned, on 
account of the June quarter of the contingent 
bill; but Governor Voung had ſet on foot and 
contracted for ſuch large and various works, 
neceſſary, I make no doubt, for his Majeſty's 

ſervice, 


6 
ſervice, and the benefit and defence of the Cy, 
lony ; and the diſtreſſes of the individuals hen 
are fo great as not to admit of the leaſt delay i 
interruption in their receiving their reſpecti 
payments: that I have ſcarce taken poſſeſſion q 
that poſt it has pleaſed his Majeſty to honour ne 
with, than I am called upon on every fide fy 
money due from the Crown to the reſpedtixe 
claimants, and as many of theſe are for work 
not yet compleated, although much more is due 
on them on account of what is already done tha 
the money I draw for and pay them; it is abso-. 
lutely impoffible to tranſmit with this a regular 
account of the reſpective charges, which, hon. 
ever, I ſhall not fail to ſettle, and at a futur 
early opportunity forward with the prope 
vouchers, to your Lordſhip's Secretary, in ot. 
der to be laid before you, remaining, in the mean 
time, with the utmoſt reſpect, &c. &c, * 


* Having taken poſſeſſion of my poſt but a few days when 
this letter was wrote, I could ſcarcely be more early in aps 
priſing their Lordſhips of the extenſive and expenſive works, 
and calls of that government I had unhappily to provide fon 
and this only by bills © on their aan 
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St. Vincent, July 15, 1776. 
My Lorws, | 


HEREWITH you receive a copy of 
former letter I did myſelf the honour of writ- 
ing to your Lordſhips, with the liſt of bills, 
amounting in the whole to three thouſand pounds 
ſterling, which I found myſelf, as I thought, 
under the indiſpenſable neceſſity of drawing on 
your Lordſhips to diſcharge, in part, the claims 
of the reſpective perſons, the amount of whoſe 
accounts I here tranſmit, for work contracted for 
his Majeſty's uſe, done prior to my taking the 
command in chief of this iſland, amounting to 
4000l. 75. Sterling; the vouchers go to your 
Lordſhips Secretary, Mr. Robinſon, 

The real neceſſity of the parties call for pay- 
ment, which, if delayed, would have raiſed 
clamours highly derogatory to the honour of his 
Majeſty, and detrimental to his ſervice; and the 
reſpective claimants being, by the erecting this 
iſland into a ſeparate government, precluded 
from any other application, but to me. for a4 
diſcharge of their demands: I took the beſt ad- 
vice and information I could then meet with how 
to conduct myſelf in ſo critical a ſituation; called 
.0n 


- 
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on as I was on all fices for payments, at a time 
when I had not many days taken on me the con. 
mand in chief: agrecable to my then received 
informations I aQed, and gave the bills on roy 
Lordſhips, which your Lordſhips will find fal 
conſiderably ſhort of the payments, 

* The balance I have made out of my own 
money, which, together with ſome other pay. 
ments I ſhall be obliged to make on account gf 
works unfiniſhed, will make it neceffiry that! 
draw on your Lordſhips for the further ſum of 
20001. Sterling, and of which J have the honour 
to adviſe your Lordſhips; and was juſt going to 
draw for the ſom; but that a later, and I fear 
more juft, information acquaints me that I ought 
fix weeks prior to my drawing, to adviſe your 
Lordſhips of my intention of fo doing, other- 
wiſe the bills wovld be proteſted.—The uneaf- 
neſs I feel left that ſhould be the caſe with thoſe 
already drawn, your Lordſhips will eafily con- 
ceive, and I have now moſt earneftly to requeſt 
your Lordfſhips candour, and the taking into con- 
fideration the fingularity of my fituation, and 
the difintereſted rectitude of my intentions, ap- 
parent by my payments ſo far exceeding the bills 
drawn, and to rely on your Lordſhips protection 
not to ſuffer me to incur { THE, 1 Dope; undeſeryed 
* At the very 1 the reader will obſerve, I was 


obliged to advance my on money, ſo as to leave due to me, 
to my very great diſtreſs, a conſiderable balance. 


. diſgrace 


— 


13 

diſgrace and expence of the bills returning pro- 
teſted, and to entreat your Lordſhips giving di- 
rections for their payment under the particular 
circumſtances of the caſe: I beg leave to ob- 
ſerve to your Lordſhips the peculiar hardſhips it 
would be to me were the bills to be proteſted, 
as the expence to me would be eighteen per 
Cent. damages, and intereſt, beſides ſome other 
incidental charges, amounting in the whole on 
the 3oool. bills, to above cool. Sterling, and 
this at a time when the only fund on. which your 
Lordſhips have been pleaſed to ſettle my ſalary, 
does not at preſent exiſt, and depends on the 
precarious event of bringing the Colony to grant 
his Majeſty that Four and a Half per Cent. duty, 
which however inconteſtably its duty to grant, 
has been hitherto ſtrenuouſly refuſed. 

I have the honour, &c. &c. 


* 


( No. III. ) | 


St. Vincent, OF. 26, 1176. 
Mr Loxps, : 1 

I HAVE the honour herewith to 
tranſmit to your Lordſhips the accpunt current 
of this Government for the Michaelmas Quarter, 
* | together 


1 
ut 


Arch 
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together with the reſpeQive vouchers; balance 
in favour of Valentine Morris, 10351. 148. 9d, 
Currency, which will be carried to his credit in 
a new account. I beg leave once more to. oh. 
ſerve to your Lordſhips, that the heavy expences 
were incurred in conſequence of arrangement; 
taken, and agreements made under former Com. 


manders in Chief, uſeful, and perhaps abſolute- 


ly neceſſary for the ſafety of this Colony againſt 
the numerous little to be truſted Charibs, and 
dangerous large body of runaway Negroes, 
who, though they chiefly occupy the interior 
mountainous woody part of this iſland, yet are 


_Fufficiently near our ſettlements, and ſtill more 


to our out -pewg=zto render every precaution 
againſt the miſchiefs they would be able to do, 
but acts of neceffary prudence, although una: 
voidably attended with expence. : 
Permit me moſt earneſtly to requeſt the honour 


of your Lordſhips early anſwer to Mr. Byre's 
petition, &c. &c. &c. | 


— 


( 


(No. IV.) 


St. Vincent, July 18, 1777. 
My Lonvs, | 


THE laſt letter J did myſelf the ho- 
nour of writing to your Lordſhips of the 2d of 
June, mentioned my having drawn' on your 
Lordſhips for the ſum of 700]. Sterling, as per 
the particular ſums at the foot of that letter, for 
the uſe of this Government. 

This further adviſes your 1 of my 
having alſo drawn as per other particulars at the 
foot of this. I tranſmit to your Lordſhips Se- 
cretaries one ſet of the vouchers of both the Lady 
Day and Midſummer Quarters of the contingent 
bill—Balance in favour of myſelf 47311. gs. 7d. 
Currency. As the veſſel, by which this letter and 
theſe vouchers & go, ſails with convoy, I think 1 
may venture one copy by it, the other will 8⁰ 
by the next packet. | 

I alſo herewith tranſmit to your Lordſhips the 
petition of Stevenſon and Carmoody to be repaid 


* It may not be improper to remark in this place, how 
early Governor M. tranſmitted his accounts and vouchers, 
and how conftantly he was in advance to large amounts on 
account of Governmente. | 
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the loſs they have ſuſtained by the capture of the 
ſloop Portia, and of the negroes navigating her, 
employed in his Majeſty's ſervice, not only whey 
taken, but long before : the peculiar hardſhip 
of the caſe, as the late French Governor of 
Martinique, the Count D' Argoes, refuſed to de. 
liver the ſloop up, notwithſtanding my applica- 
tion for it, and the heavy loſs it is to them as 
individuals, and her having been, at the time 
of capture, in the King's ſervice, makes me 
hope your Lordſhips will grant their requeſt, 
and tranſmit orders to pay them the ſum at 
which their loſs is eſtimated, which eſtimation 
is made by perſons of unqueſtioned knowledge 
and approved characters, and is annexed to the 
petition, and 1s moſt truly, believe me, a very 
juſt one. 

Your Lordihips, among the charges of the 
accounts now rendered, will find fundries re · 
lating to the fitting out as a cruizer, and armed 
ſloop * for the protection of this ifland; this 
meaſure became ſo indiſpenſably neceſſary, that 
it could not longer be delayed, but at nearly the riſk of 
the Colony; the American privateers not only in. 


*The Governor gave the earlieſt notice of his fitting out 
this veſſel, and the abſolute neceſſity of ſo doing, nay, this 
is certified to the Lords in Lord George Germain's Reports 
on it; yet the expence of this uſeful meaſure, though duly | 
vouched and approved by the then Secretary of State, 18 
withheld from the Governor. 
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feſting our coaſts to ſuch a degree as even to pre- 
clude almoſt the poſſibility of the craft of the 
iſland going from one bay to another, but their 
crews in the night came even into the harbours; 
in the day reſorted conſtantly to, and landed in 
the limits of the Charib country, furniſhing 
theſe people and the runaway negroes with arms. 
and amunition, and endeavoured to ſtir them up 
to act offenſively againſt the Colony; nor were 
their inſtigations without effect: they alſo went 
ſo far as to endeavour to bribe highly, perſons 
to ſpike up the guns at ſome of our forts and 
batteries; particularly at one fort, the Captain 
of which, a Mr. Martin, by great and conſtant 
aſſiduity had repeatedly prevented their cutting 
out from the harbour of Layou, veſſels of great 
value at anchor there. The difficulty of always 
ſucceeding in preventing ſuch a meaſure, your 
Lordſhips: will ſee, when I tell you we have forts 
and batteries without Captains, Matroſſes, or Gun- 
ners, or any other Officer, with ſalaries to perform the 
proper duty; and all that I am able to do to acquire 
any uſeful defence by theſe forts, is, by appoint- 
ing, without pay, ſome perſons to theſe differ- 
ent poſts in order to exempt them from militia 
duty. Theſe, ſometimes, are able to give alarm, 
but as they cannot do the duties of their poſts 
without pay, the abſolute neceſſity of the cruiſ- 
ing ſloop will, I truſt, more forcibly ſtrike your 
Lorditips. 
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I have alſo the extreme pleaſure to inform 
your Lordihips that, by a very ſteady perſeve- 
rance in the meaſures I had taken to diſlodge 
from their ſtrong holds in the woods and moun- 
tains, the moſt dangerous bands of our inteſtine 
enemies, the runaway Negroes ; I have further 


happily ſucceeded fo as to force to a ſurrender 


two more of their very enterpriting and daring 
chiefs, Cæſar and Francois, together with their 
reſpective armed bands: the leaders have been out 


very many years in capacity of chiefs to bands 


moſt of them alſo long out. Theſe much unlook- 
ed tor ſucceſſes, I have the ſatisfaction of repeat- 
ing, have been obtained without the Toſs of one life oi 
tbe part of the ſoldiery or the colony; and have been 


owing to thoſe meaſures which my diligence and 


perfect knowledge of every mountain and valley 
of the iſland, enabled me to put in practice; 
namely, driving theſe unhappy wretches from 


one mountain or poſt to another, and then con- 


ſtantly forming 2 chain of poſts and troops to 
confine them within the limits I had once driven 
them into, until at laſt deprived of the means 


and opportunity of getting even at the neceſſaries 


of life, I ſtarved into a ſurrender thoſe to whom 
very few things are abſolutely neceſſary. 

I wiſh I could tranſmit to his Majefty or to 
your Lordſhips, an account that the Colony had 
behaved in regard to his Majeſty's ſervants with 
2 thankfulneſs adequate to the infinite benefit 

they 


35 
they reap by theſe ſucceſſes, and by my having 
alſo without loſs brought the Charibs back, in a 
great meaſure, to that ſenſe of their duty to his 
Majeſty and the Colony from which they were 
departing very rapidly, by the connections and 
cabals they formed with the runaway Negroes. 
On the contrary, the Aſſembly boggle much, 
and have nearly refuſed, and at their next meet- 
ing, I fear, will refuſe to make free, at the 
public expence, three of the negroes, and the 
wife of one of them, making four in all, who 
were highly inſtrumental in the obtaining the 
ſurrender without firſt having ſeyeral trials of the 
tate of arms, which muſt have coſt many lives 
to theſe negroes : in order to obtain ſo defirable 
an end had, for his Majeſty, promiſed that they 
| ſhould be made free, I could enlarge on ſeveral 
other particulars of the conduct of the Aﬀembly, 
proving that however terrified that body, as alſo 
the reſt of the Colony were, three months ago, 
at even the fate of the Iſland when all the runa- 
way Negroes and the Charibs were on the point 
of uniting to act offenſively againſt the Colony : 
the danger once remoyed, it is not only forget- 
fal of thoſe expreſſions and promiſes its conſtitu- 
ents then made, but totally ſo of what it owes to 
his Majeſty. I ſhall, however, defer the unplea- 
ſant taſk of further particularizing, in hopes a 
future change of conduct may make it as unne- 
cellary, a as it will be painful to me. 8 
3 TIT muſt. 
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I muſt intreat the honour of receiving your 
Lordſhip's orders either to make the charge for 
the expences I am at for the ſervices mentioned 
in my letter of the 13th of March laſt, or to be 
directed to drop that, I muſt ſay, hitherto very 
beneficial ſervice, and plan of receiving intelli- 
gence. 

Alſo in reſpect of what muſt be done with the 
French and other inhabitants holding their land 
under what is called French leaſes in this iſland, 
named in my letter of the 14th of March: 1 
muſt repeat that your Lordſhips will find ſo ex- 
act and true what I there ſet forth, as to demand 
attention, and the earlieſt freſh inſtructions to 
the Receiver General and myſelf how to act; 
and further in regard to the preſent. Receiver 
General's continuing in office. 


I have the honour, &c. &c. 


( No. V.) 5 


St. Vincent, OR. 22, 177. 
My Lonps, 


I HAVE the honour of acquainting 
your Lordſhips of my ſeveral drafts as per par- 
ticulars as follow, to the uſe of the contingent 


account of this Government. The account of 
the 


( 217 ) 

the quarter ending the zoth of laſt month, the 
reſpetive vouchers for the ſame I tranſmit to 
your Lordſhip's Secretary by this opportunity of 
the fleet. Re 

beg leave to obforve to your Lordſhips that, 
coming to a new eſtabliſhed Government, I had 
not one ſhilling of your Lordſhips money in my 
hands, yet was obliged, as I (till at times am, 
to be greatly in advance of my own proper mo- 
ney for the payments made between quarter and 
quarter, and for many payments in part, which 
cannot very properly be brought into account 
until the work for which thoſe are paid ſhall be 
compleated x. Theſe, together wi:h the money 
I regularly paid for ſecret ſervice of intelligence 
from the French Iſlands, and which I have taken 
the freedom of more than once mentioning, 
really put me to an inconvenience which I truſt 
his Majeſty and your Lordſhips can never wiſh 
me to ſuffer, To remedy in part the firſt, are 
ſome of the drafts now made to put me in ſome 
caſh, to anſwer the occaſions firſt mentioned, and 
[ ſhall take the liberty in my next accounts, of 
making ſome charge to reimburſe my expendi- 
ture on the latter account, but ſo inconſiderable, 
that whether it indemnifies me fully or not, ſhall 
be leſs an object of my benen. than that 


*The reader is entreated to keep theſe circumſtances CON. 
anti: in view. 
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the ſame ſhould appear to your Lordſhips moſt 
reaſonable and moſt equitable, to be re paid to 
him, who, with great reſpect and eſteem, has 
the honour, &c. &c. 


(No. VI.) 


S:. Vincent, March 12, 1778. 
My Lonbs, 


I T is with concern I feel myſelf com. 
pelled by my duty to employ your Lordfhips 
time with my letters, but there has long appear- 
ed to me ſo much miſconduct in the victualling 
of this Iſland, and ſo much unneceflary expence, | 
I with I may not be able to add fraud, in the 
whole commiſſary department, that I cannot 
help hinting at it, and as I have bent all my 
thoughts to detect, ſo do I hope, ſooner or later, 
to be able to cleanſe an almoſt Augean Stable; 
but ſome regulations by your Lordſhips alone, 
can render this work compleat, 

As the ſame contractor ſupplies this Govern- | 
ment as did formerly when it was annexed to 
Grenada; he imports into Grenada the whole of 


what he deems may be wanted for all the iſlands, | 
and 


6200 

and from thence ſupplies this, as alſo the others 
within the line of his contract. By this method, 
ſuppoſing even the utmoſt rectitude and care ob- 
ſerred, there will be unavoidably great damage 
done, and plunder committed in the different 
loading, diſcharging, long ſtoring 1 in warehouſes 
there, opening, examining, and re-coopering 
the barrels after ſurveys: the beſt proviſions 
will, of courſe, be uſed on the ſpot, a good 
deal be, on ſurvey, condemned, and out of the 
eſt this Government muſt, or ſhould be ſupplied; 
but then alſo follows another opening of the 
caſks, for another ſurvey on ſhipping the pro- 
viſions to this iſland, together with repacking, 
and reſhipping, which with another voyage, 
brings it here ſtill further injured and diminiſhed; 
and if this is not done to every caſk, then a few 
good barrels are thrown forward to be opened, 
whilſt the remainder contains PISTON PE: 
unfit for uſe. 

On arrival here, my duty obliges me to have 
it again re-ſurveyed, which includes opening, 
re-examining, re-packing, and re-cooperage of 
the whole; proceſſes that every time they are 
repeated, 5 neceſſary ſoever, will occaſion in- 
creaſe of loſs, damage, and plunder : if omitted, 
or indeed not done again caſk by caſk, the con- 
ſequence is, proviſions are received as good 
which cannot be uſed, and when going to be 
illued for conſumption, muſt be condemned, 

which 
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which is the conſtant and moſt ſhameful caſe of 
a vaſt quantity every quarter, and I am given to 
underſtand that all the condemnations fall on his 
Majeſty. 

The encloſed return to an accurate ſurvey ] 
cauſed to be made on the load of proviſions the 
contractor's ſloop brought here yeſterday, (and 
this notwithſtandirg a ſurvey had been made 
at Grenada on ſhipping, as was alledged, of the 
ſame proviſions, and the return to that ſurvey 
was, the proviſion was all good, and this return 
was produced to me to obviate the neceſſity of a 
freſh ſurvey) and will prove to your Lordſhips 
the truth of my aſſertions. The ftrong ſuſpi- 
cions I long had of colluſion ſomewhere, made 
me, notwithſtanding the return to the former 
ſurvey alledged to have been made in Grenada, 
determine to have a ſurvey, and your Lordſhips 
ſee how prudently I acted; and it is proved that 
either the ſurvey and return were very unfaith- 
fully made at Grenada, or, which I believe 1s 
really the caſe, the identical proviſions ſurveyed 
are ſeldom, or perhaps, all never ſhipped, nay, 
I fear it not unfrequently happens, that provi- 
ſions once, or even twice condemned, are ſub- 
ſtituted on ſhipping, and are ſent to undergo a 
recondemnation, with a treble acumulation of 
loſs and expence to his Majeſty, beſides the diſ- 
appointment to his troops, ſervants, &c. The 
condition of the proviſions of which I now en- 

cloſe 


3 
cloſe the return, I was myſelf an eye witneſs to, 
chufing to be preſent at part of the ſurvey, 

My obſervation has led me to be certain that 
this evil does not reſt here, for even after the 
receiving of the proviſions here from the con- 
tractor, there ſtill continues a conſtant repetition 
of ſurveys, returns, condemnations and re-con- 
demnations; which are really. neceſſary, or the 
troops would have proviſions that no human be. 
ing ought to eat; to this, I beg leave to add a 
further and ſtill a perpetual conſiderable defect 
in weights by the time each Parcel arrives at 
the reſpective poſts. 

Ever attentive to his Majeſty's intereſts, I 
have long been certain of great errors ſomewhere, 
to uſe no harſher term, ſubſiſting equally after 
the proviſions are received here as before; but 
my vigilance will, I truſt, finally enable me to 
unravel this at preſent perplexed buſineſs. 

It appears, however to me, that obliging the 
contractor to land in St. Vincent immediately 
from Europe, the proviſions neceſſary for this 
government, would obviate all the inconveni- 
encies and even frauds of the ſubordinate diſ. 
tributors ariſing before the proviſions are landed 
here; I then ſhould have only the conduct of the 
commiſſary here to inſpect; for whilſt the pro- 
viſions paſs through ſo many hands, the excuſes 
and ſubterfuges are multiplied, and the excuſes 

alledged | 
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alledged carry often ſome appearance of reaſon, 
and the difficulty of detection is much increaſed, 
Faving no view in this repreſentation, but an 
earneſt deſire to defend his Majeſty from impo. 
ſitions and being plundered, and thereby to 
bring ſome ſupply into his treaſury, and without 
any defire of recommending any one to your 
Lordſhips favour in this department; I have 
taken the freedom of pointing out a method of 
in future ſupplying this, now a diſtin, govern- 
ment, that requires very little more than ſome 
inſtructions to be given to the contractor to ſend 
immediately to this iſſand what is regularly 
wanted for it, and leaves the ppl! ing till in 
his hand. 

My duty, however, obliges me further to 
mention that many other, or moſt of the incon- 
veniencies might be remedied by contracting 
here on the ſpot for a ſupply of the neceſſary ar- 
ticles, none to be taken but ſuch as bore the 
ſtricteſt ſurvey here; thus, my Lords, one ſur- 
vey, opening, repacking, &c. would ſerve for 
various ones, and there would be no other con- 
demnation but ſuch as accidents on the convey- 
ing the provifions to reſpective poſts here might 
occaſion; nay, the parties might be agreed with 
to deliver the whole at the poſts, and there to 
abide the one ſurvey, and be obliged to take 
back at their own loſs all that did not on the ſpot 
prove good. 

| 7 ; It 
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It would be difficult, my Lords, to ſay ex- 
actly how much would be ſaved to his Majeſty 
every year in all the branches of that depart- 
ment, but the aggregate ſum would be very 
oreat, and the ſupply be more certain and bet. 
ter, and by his Majeſty? 8 Governor being fur- 
niſhed with the terms and prices now given, and 
being directed to contract here for the uſes of 
this government, the ſeparate, thus infinitely 
reduced expence of theſe articles for this go- 
vernment would appear at one view. 

Hoping to receive your Lordſhips early 4. 
rections on this ſubject, I am determined, in the 
mean time, to purſue my plan for detecting, in 
order to puniſh, paſt offences, as well as to guard 
againſt future ones, however obnoxious I know 
this will make me to ſome individuals here #, 

March 22. Since writing the above, freſh in- 
formation, of which the encloſed copy of Mt. 
Drew's affidavit will. more particularly inform 
your Lordſhips, proves that ſubſtituting for this 


* It may be here demanded, whether, amidſt the compli- 
cated duties: of my poſt, the embarraſſment of war, &c. &c. 
&. more zeal, more activity, and more deſire to ſave the 
Treaſury from impoſitions and furniſh it with ſupplies, have 
been exhibited by any, or by what Governor? Nor will it be 
wondered that ſuch drew on me, not on the ſpot only, but at 
Grenada and in England, the reſentment and oppoſition of 
every individual intereſted in, and accuſtomed to practices ſo 
beneficial to them, but ruinous to my country. 


government 
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government bad proviſions, likely to be con. 
demned, inſtead of good, and determining that 
this loſs ſhall fall on his Majeſty, is a practice 
on a regular plan. I again beg leave to repeat 
that the evil does not end there; ſomething fimi. 
lar, but exactly what I cannot yet diſcover, but 
will ere long, is conſtantly practiſed here, to the 


enhancing moſt enormouſly and very unneceſſa- 
ily the victualling of this government. The 
mode propoſed of ſhipping from England direct. 


ly hither the proviſions contracted to be furniſhed | 
to this government, would put a ſtop to great part 
of the impoſitions: the contracting here on the 
ſpot for all that is wanted for this government, 
the ſame to be delivered at the poſts by the con- 


tractors, would remedy all the frauds : ſhould the 
latter plan be adopted, your Lordſhips will 
| pleaſe to ſend your orders to him, who, with 


the utmoſt reſpect and ' eſteem, remains, &c. 


& c. &c. 
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St. Vincent, April 16, 1778. 
My LoRps, | 


I HAVE the honour of acquainting your 
[. ordſhips of my ſundry drafts on the contingent 
account of this Iſland, as per particulars at foot 
| of this letter, amounting in all to $2331. 188. 4d. 
as I ſhall, by this ſame opportunity, tranſmit 
to your Lordſhips the quarter's accounts, your 
Lordſhips will, at the ſame time, ſee the expen- 
diture of theſe, and how the balance of the ac- 
count ſtands in my favour 25961. 28. 0. 

It is with inexpreffible vexation I fle the con- 
tingent account riſe ſo high for this govern- 
ment; but that your Lordſhips may not attri- 
bute that to me, which I am in no wiſe the 
cauſe of, I beg to obſerve, and for the ſame re- 
fer your Lordſhips to the reſpective vouchers 
tranſmitted, that all the buildings, poſts, bat- 
teries, Ke. which amount to ſo much, were 
fixed on, and ordered by my predeceſſors in 
ofice, moſt of theſe at work on, before my 
command commenced ; and of the neceſſity of 
which ſeveral things, your Lordſhips were, 
coubtleſs, long ſince apprized by the former 
» Gover- 
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Governors, as well as by ſome of my letters, 


To this there is but one ſingle exception, of 


very trifling battery, “ en barbette, on an head-land, 
which, immediately, protects one of our capi. 
tal towns and ſhipping places, Rutland Bay, 
from which the American privateers have repeat. 
edly attempted to cut out veſſels, and even 


meant to land and plunder, but were ever de- 


feated by my vigilance; and this ſmall battery, 
fixed on by me, at preſent compels all ſuch 
veſſels to keep ſo far off, as, by getting into the 
ſtrong currents, throws them not only off that 
harbour but ſeveral others, and gives thereby 


conſiderable ſecurity even to the poſt of King. 


ſton.“ The expence of this battery, of which 
there was an immediate neceſſity, has been 
trifling, and the ſame executed for at leaſt one third ++ of 
others not ſuperior in extent or utility agreed for by my 


| predeceſſors; ſo anxious have I been to approve 


my zeal by every ſaving within my power. And 
1 beg your Lordſhips will bear in mind that this 


In proof of the judiciouſneſs of the placing this battery, 
and its utility, the reader is acquainted that this was: one (as 
were all the others, the Governor fixed on, or carried into 
execution) among the few defences of the Ifland, the enemy, 
after taking it, thought fit to keep up. I glory in the fact. 

+ As this is a fact eaſily to be proved, it ſurely marks a | 
peculiar degree of attention to official ceconomy in the Go- 
vernor ; and it muſt be a matter of ſurprize to every reader 


to be told, that even the moderate expences of this are not 


only cavilled at, but at this hour not repaid to me. 
Ps nearly 
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nearly defenceleſs Iſland, with as many convenient 
landing places almoſt as there are bays, with very 
numerous, and deceitful, I might ſay inimical, 
inmates the Charibs, conſtantly reſorting to the 
French Iflands, lying within much leſs than 
three hours ſail of St. Lucie za neſt of Ameri- 
can and French, under the name of American 
privateers 3 with half its inhabitants French by 
birth, and but by conqueſt become Engliſh ſub- 
jets ; with very many of theſe till preſerving 
the ſtrongeſt attachment to their own nation, and 
former government, and keeping up a conſtant 
intercourſe with the neighbouring Iflands— 
With, generally, numerous ſwarms of plun- 
derers hovering round its ſhores; 
That this Iſland, my Lords, I ſay, has been, 
by my attention, preſerved from any other 
plunder, or damage, than having had two ne- 
groes taken off it; when almoſt every other 
Iland, not lying under one tenth part of the 
diſadvantages, have unhappily ſuffered at ſe- 
veral times, will all, I hope, prove my care. 

As this recapitulation may wear ſome ap- 

pearanee of boaſt in me; it is with regret I find 
myſelf obliged, in common juſtice to myſelf, to 
have made it. I meant chiefly, however, to 
prove, that meaſures and defences planned, be- 
tore I had any command here, muſt have been 
judicious, when the executing them, joined 

3 with 

| 4 I | 


1 | 
with vigilance, has had ſuch good effects as to 
preſerve this Colony from any eſſential hurt. 

It has been peculiarly unfortunate that the 
American troubles have enereaſed the expences 
of theſe works from three hundred up to even 
above one thouſand per cent. advance on what 
theſe would have otherwiſe coſt.* Lumber, by 
which is meant every kind of wood uſed in 
445 buildings, from bearing in full eee by the 

cargo at between four Fre fix pounds the thou- 
ſand feet, have, ſince theſe troubles, gone at 
from twenty-five to above forty, I believe forty- 
ſeven pounds per thouſand; and your Lord- 
ſhips, doubtleſs, are not now to learn, that 
nearly all buildings, in this country, are wood ; 
A FJ > ime, and every other material and 
freight, have rifen in not very diſfmilar propor- 
tion, His Majeſty's former Governors, Gover- 
nor Leyburne and Governor Young, and his 
chief Engineer under them, had made all their 
agreements with the different workmen and un- 
dertakers before the ſeparation of this Govern- 
ment, at ſuch prices for their workmanſhip, the 
King to find all materials delivered on the ſpot, and 
labourers for clearing foundations, levelling 
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* Governor Morris gave the moſt inſtant information to 
Government of the great riſe in the price of materials for the 
public uſe, ſtating, at the ſame time, the obvious conle- 
quences of greatly encreafing the amount of the conting-nt 
account, Vide his very firſt letter to their Lordſhips. 

ground, 


( 

ground, &c, &c. which included all tr: nſport 
of materials to the ſpot wanted ; and additional 
to theſe advanced prices, were fome captures by 
privateers, and loſs by ſea, I verily believe the 
lame work, without this never enough to be la- 
mented American war, would not have coſt, on 
an average, above one hundred pounds for every five 
or fix hundred it unavoidably has coft, 

Beliden, my Lords, I beg leave to obſerve, 
that, on firſt erecting all the various large bar- 
racks, guard-houſes, warehouſes, and temporary 
magazines, the firſt three or four years of the 
poſſeſſion of the Ifland, theſe were built in a very 
great hurry, with American lumber, bought 
probably with little attention to its goodneſs, 
and the work run up in the utmoſt haſty manner 
poſfible, from the neceſſity there was of lodging 
troops, &c. 

That the multiplicity of the chjeds, includ- 
ing particularly the Charib war, for ſome years 
often employed elſewhere the attention of former 
Governors not refiding on the Ifland, together 
with the removal and deaths of ſo many of the 
former commanders, Governors Higginſon, Mel- 
ville, Fitzmaurice, Leybourne, Young, &c. 
unavoidably occafioned no very regular attention 
to, and conſtant regular repair, and keeping 
well painted all theſe buildings; circumſtances 
o abſolutely neceſſary in theſe climates, that, 
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rent great expence, I have poſiponed, at all events, 


Chateau Bellair Barracks, deſigned to have 


wanting indiſpenſable repair; but which, to fave 


poner to eſſen what they muſt have been at the ſame 


83 9 
without being cloſely followed, ſuch wooden 
buildings will ſcarce ſtand twelve years. 

That I came to the command in chief ander al] 
theſe diſadvantages; and after this period, and from 
that hour to this, beſides the new neceſſary build. 
ings, &c. I have had all the former, numerous, 
and extenſive ones falling down, and requiring 
ſuch repairs as to be often nearly equivalent to re- 
buildiag them ; and this, at theſe unhappy times 
of dearneſs; and yet, my Lord, with this appa- 


to ſo ne future more favourable ſeaſon, if not 
wholly to be rejected, building one more new 
ſett of barracks planned and wrote about as [ 
learn, to your Lordſhips, by my predeceſſors in 
office, and directed to be built nearly on our 
weſtern boundary with the Charibs, about or on 
where Col. Etherington's lands are. Theſe 
were intended to have been built, inſtead of 


been pulled down, being much too ſmall, and 


the expence of the new ones, I have de 
ſhall continue to ſerve, with only the abſolutelj 
neceſlary repairs. In ſhort, my Lords, I beg 
leave to obſerve, that, however unlucky I am to 
have theſe heavy expences happen during my 
command here, I am ſo far from having occa- 
fioned them, that I have done every thing in 1 


per oc 


1 | 
per od, had this Iſland even continued an appendage of 
Grenada,* where the refidence of the Commander 
in Chief would have made it impoſſible, in deſ- 
pight of his utmoſt care, that he could have | 
made very many ſavings, I, by being on the 
ſpot, have been enabled to make, notwithſtand- 
ing the preſent extent of theſe expences, 

The very critical, defenceleſs, outward, ex- 
poſed ſituation of this Iſland, with its e 
great internal danger, probably, induced for- 
mer commanders to plan, and direct immedi— 
ately carrying into execution thoſe buildings, 
and defences, thought by them certainly moſt 
abſolutely requifire for the ſecurity of the Co- 
lony, and of which the better fituation and ſafety 
of other Iſlands made them ſtand leſs in need of, 
at leaſt to be ſo immediately ſet about; but 
even theſe Iſlands are found, by experience, to 
have ſuffered ſo much from want of ſome ſuch 
cefences, that I learn ſeveral of theſe are now 
ſet about. 

The unlucky blowing up of one of « our beſt 
defences, a block-houſe at Rabacca, our moſt 
important poſt, wanting, before that unhappy 
event, ſtill further ſtrength, and building, is a. 
further reaſon which does and will create addi- 


* This material circumſtance has been ſo little attended 
to, as to make it neceflary repeatedly to call the readers at- 


tention to it, | | I 
4 denk, 
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tional, yet unavoidable, but, to me, not imput. 
able expence. | 

To leſſen theſe expences, particularly in fu. 
ture, as much as poſhble, (and much curtailed 
I flatter invſelf theſe will be in a year or two at 
moſt; I make much uſe, in building, of the hard 
wood of this country, ſo durable that, had it 
been at firſt employed, although it would, from 
its hardneſs and dragging from the mountains, 


| have been conſiderably dearer when the original 


buildings were made, than American lumber, as 
it then could have been bought, Had the firſt 
buildings been thus built, they would, at this 
hour, have wanted very little or no repairs; 
which will be greatly ſaved, in future, on thoſe 


buildings where it is uſed. One of the batteries 


at Tyrrel's bay, at preſent become our ſecond, 
if not abſolutely the firſt ſhipping port, planned 
in General Melville's times, I have let out to be 
compleated, not by day work, and his Majeſty 
to find materials, as the 1 5 agrcements were, 


burt the contracting party very ſtrictly limited as 
to inſpection over, and goodneſs of his work and 


materials; he to do every thing by admeaſure- 


ment, and to find all materials and every ſort of 


workmen. In ſhort, my Lords, were my own imme- 
diate private intereſts, and that of all my deareſt con— 


nections united, at flake, I could not exert myſelf in 


that ſervice wich more zeal and fatigue, and proper 
e , than I have, and will continue to obſerve, in 
i | every 


( 233 ). 

every thing Which relates to what comes here under my 
care; and if your Lordſhips will but peruſe the 
vouchers, you will ſee I get every ſett of bills 
certified by the engineer, barrack-maſter, fort- 
adjutant, &c. under whichever's inſpection theſe 
may fall ; and the reſt which are more immedi- 
ately under my own cognizance, are equally 
arictly ſcrutinized and properly vouched.+ 

If your Lordſhips will alſo pleaſe to examine 
the ballance ſtruck on every quarter's account 
tranſmitted, you will + perceive that, ſometimes, 
no very inconſiderable one has been due to me, 
to my very great perſonal inconvenience; and if 
rou will further pleaſe to conſider that I took 
the command of this then ſeparated Government, 
. without one ſhilling of your Lordſhip's money, 
paid over to me from my predeceſſor, yet, with 
many demands againſt the Government daily ta- 
king place, and daily paid by me, for lome time, 
out of my own private funds. 


Let it be obſerved how an the amount of the 
contingent bill is throughout the whole of this letter, nay 
at all times lamented, how ſatisfactorily accounted for, and 
bow anxiouſly and indefatigably endeavoured by the Gover- 
nor to be leſſened. 

+ By this Letter the Lords of the Treaſury were parti- 
cularly appriſed of the ſorts of vouchers and certificates then 
in the Governor's account; and as they made no objection to 
them at that time, their preſent heſitation in allowing them 
is neither regular or juſt. 22 | 

The ſame obſervation may be properly on the various ; ba- 
Tl due to Gov. Morris on the contingent account, tranſ- 
mitted to the Treaſury Board. 

On 
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On weighing all theſe you will, I flatter my. 
ſelf, not only acquit me of every blame, ariſing 
from the large amount of the contingent account 
of this Government, incurred, in fact, before 
I had any concern in the Government, but will, 
I truſt, ſee me aſſiduous to prevent it's preſent 


bulk, and having planned, I hope not idly, to 


much diminiſh it in future; but ſtill to do this 
more effectually, let me take the liberty to re. 


commend to your Lordſhips as ſoon as ever the 
American war ſhall be at an end, and the preſent 


works finiſhed, to throw on the Colony all future 
care, repair, ſupply, &c. of all theſe, only re- 
ſerving to * his Majeſty the nomination of the 
officers for theſe; and might I preſume further 
to adviſe, preyious to this, the payment of the 
4. per cent, by the Colony ſhould be fixed by an 


act paſſed in England for that purpoſe, and a ſa- 


tary for his Majeſty's governor be demanded, 
and an act be paſſed in the Colony for the fame, 
without which no buſineſs to be tranſacted ; and 
unleſs this is done, the Coloniſts think it in their 
power to influence, and 1t muſt be a man not 
only of integrity, but alſo of great ſpirit and 


In this advice ſurely my attention to my duty was more 
conſpicuous than a defire to acquire -or preſerve popularity, 
evcr very grateful to the human heart, eſpecially when be- 
ſtowed by thoſe with whom you live, à pleaſure I had not 
been acquainted with : to ſuch attention to. my duty I how- 
ever owed an official perſecution, by no means difficult to be 


ſelf 


( 23s ] 
elf denial, who will, in pure diſcharge of his 
duty, refiſt (as he certainly ought to do, and as 
Jam ſure Jever have done) all the encroach- 
ments on prerogative, and attempts to carry 
points in oppoſition to his Majeſty's meaſures ; 
and muſt thereby render himſelf generally ob- 
nox10us to the Coloniſts, to his own conſiderable 
and certain loſs, 

Once more J beg leave to refer your Lordſhips 
and to beſpeak your attention to the particulars 
of my account tranſmitted ; to the exact care 
have ever taken to have all vouchers properly 

certified in the fulleſt manner by every perſon 
concerned, or able to check the expenditures, 
and to a reconſideration that not one of the ex- 
penſive articles are of my own creating, but that 
the ſame were agreed for, and, in general, be- 
gan by my predeceſſors. I muſt alſo obſerve 

that, (as greater care cannot be taken in the fru- 
gality of the neceſſary expenditure) theſe ex- 
pences muſt have equally accrued at theſe peri. 
ods, had this Government remained either united 
to Grenada, or under any other direction. 

That the erecting and putting into order the 
poſts, forts, batteries, barracks, &c. (with the 
making neceſſary roads up to theſe, to convey 
thither the materials and cannon) unavoidably 
occafioned a large expence of negro labour; and 
theſe foregoing articles are the expenſive ones now 
likely to be reduced to a leſs ſcale, and after the 

| completion 
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appearance of them here: but as I found them ii 


not put them into any other mode of payment; 


foundations, the ſecurity of the Colony, and thereby 


(: 230") 
cempletion of theſe works, thought fo indiſpen. 
ſably neceſſary by his Majeſty's former Gover. 
nors, will ſtill be conſiderably reduced. 

Your Lordſhips will alſo pleaſe to obſerve hon 
many of his Majeſty's ſervants ſalaries fall on wy | 
70 pay, which ſtill adds, without any fault of 
mine, to the apparent expence of this Govern- 
ment; and in which I have no other concern 
than the payment falling within my department, 
Poſſibly, his Majeſty's preceding Governors had 
they thought fit, might have thrown ſome of 
the preſent expences for torts, batteries, &c. into 
the Board oi Ordnance, which, without leflen- 
ing, nay probably encreaſing the real expence to 
his Majeſty, would, however have leflened the 


the preſent channel, though by being juſt begun 
on, the true * expence did not at firſt appear, 
(nor, without the American war would have been 
ſcarce a ſixth part of their late amount) I coul 


and 10 have flopped theſe would have riſked to. ils 


Notwithſtanding this notice, and no orders ever given me 
to charge the ſame to the Board of Ordnance, with which 
I had no account, the not having done this has been, nay 
even is to this hour, made gne of the ſtrong objections by the 
Treaſury for that Board 4 Allowing of theſe charges, or repay- 
ing me ſuch juſt expenditures ; - and this alſo, notwithſtanding 
their Lordſhips own minutes of Nov. 1764, that Governors 
ſhould draw only on their Lordſbips. Vide in the Appendix. 

1 8 Juſtly 


237 
jutly brought on me his Maje ſty's as diſ- 
pl leaſure. _ 

Again your Lordſhips will be pleaſed to ob- 
ſerve that new created Governments, unſettled, 
to be formed out of woods without defences, 
containing a dangerous internal enemy, and in 
the near vicinity of our inveterate enemies the 
French; harbouring and giving every poſſible 
encouragement to rebellious, piratical, freeboot- 
ers, muſt, unavoidably, at firſt, coſt much more 
than old ſettled ones. 

To ſupport and preſerve the former, the extra 
expences are unavoidably great for ſome years; 
this Colony will, in future, repay theſe in a much 
larger proportion than almoſt any ſugar Iſland, 
Jamaica excepted, which his Majeſty poſſeſſes, 
Whether his Majeſty's miniſters, by withholding 
the means, would fruſtrate the ends, nay boſe, 
which in a car muſt, in this caſe happen, the Colony, 
muſt reſt in the royal breaſt to determine. 

Laſtly, I beg your Lordſhips to obſerve, by 
inſpecting all my accounts, how many times no 
inconfiderable balance has been due to me from 
your Lordſhips, beſides further ſums paid on ac- 
count, impoſſible to be brought into account, 
until the payments were in full, and a proper diſ- 
charge obtained; without which I would not 


No regard unhappily for me, ſeems ever to have been 
raid to this circumſtance, how obvious and concluſive ſoever. 
tranſmit 
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tranſmit. the ſame home. Theſe circumſtance, 
will, I hope, better prove my zeal for his Ma. 
jeſty's ſervice, than ſhew the leaſt neglect therein, 

I have been thus full from the vexation I haye 
felt, leſt my diligent care ſhould not 'be conf. 
dered in it's proper light. But while I have the 
honour to command here, I am determined to 
ſee executed, with as little expence as poffible, 
the defences deemed neceſſary, and to obey your 
Lordſhips orders in dropping any of theſe, when 
T ſhall be ſo direfted.* 

At preſent, when ſhall be finiſhed two, not 
large, or expenſive batteries (long ago, I beg 
leave again to repeat, determined by the prece- 
ding Governors to be abſolutely requiſite) the 
one at Calliaqua now defericeleſs, although at 
preſent become fully equal, if not ſuperior to 
Kingſton in the produce of its neighbourhood, 
and the other on our weſternmoſt headland called 


by the Indians Mornagarou, which laſt covers 


the only now defenceleſs part of the Leeward 
coaſt, where the Americans have lately frequent- 
ly landed; when theſe, my Lords, I ſay are 
done, the outward defence of the Iſland will, 
I think, be compleat, and the expences of this 
Government leſſen much: indeed, as theſe bat- 


* On what pretence can Governtnent poſſibly object to 
the propriety of any of thoſe expences which I thus officially 


declared ſhall be e if it ſhall be ſo directed, whick 
never was done. a 


terics 


(0239 

teries are of materials which are not riſen by the 
American war, in any proportion with wooden 
ones; and as only guard-houſes juſt to contain 
a ſergeant and 14, or 16 men, will be built at 
the one, and a ſtill ſmaller one at the other, the 
expence will not be conſiderable, and by no 
means to be brought in competition with the in- 
finite benefits Which the Hand will receive by 
them. 

| If an undeſerved blame ſhould, from want of 
a due knowledge of facts, be laid on me, I flat- 
ter myſelf I ſhall now appear by no means to 
have incurred ax. 


I have the honour, &c. &c. 
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(No. VIII.) 


S.. Vincent, April 18, 1788. 
Myr Lonps, 


TE advice of the bills drawn 
on your Lordſhips, on the contingent account of 
this Government, ſince my forwarding my Chriſt- 
mas quarter's account and vouchers, being in- 
cluded in my general and, I fear, too long let- 

ter I did myſelf the Dong to write to your 
Lordſhips of the 16th inſtant, I have thought it 


Proper 


. 

proper to give this ſeparate advice of thoſe 
drafts (ſubjoing one more payable as there men- 
tioned) and drawn this day, fince the cloſing of 
my March quarter's account forwarded ; on which 
your Lordſhips will ſee a balance vas due to me, of 

two thouſand five hundred ninety-fix pounds two 
ſhillings. | | 
It is with the moſt poignant regret I received 

a few days ago one ſett of my drafts on your Lord. 

| ſhips, dated Feb. 27, 1777, payable to Archibald 
J Montague Brown, Eſq; value four hundred and 
fe pounds returned proteſted. The proteſt ſpe- 
cifies that there had been 7zvo ſetts of the ſame ſum, 
ſame date, and to the ſame perſon preſented, and 
but one adviſed of ; therefore this ſecond could not 
be paid.* In this caſe, I bluſh that any inaccu- 
racy, or neglect of mine ſhould have given your 
Lordſhips any trouble, but intreat your Lordſhips 
would direct your Secretaries to tranſmit to me two 
if not three of that ſet of the ſame date, ſum and 
party, which your Lordſhips have paid, to ſee 
whether there may not have been ſome fraud inthe 
iſſuing of the ſame. Ibeg leave to obſerve to your 
Lordſhips that however blameable I may have been 
IF in not properly ad viſing of that draft, there was due 
to me from your Lordſhips the 26% of October, 
1776, on balance of the September quarter, 


4 
_— PRES * 
— ene fone — ——— - - - 


— — - _ — — * * — Ts MA * P a _ —_— = = — — - — — — — 1 — 
; 5 * A —— * 2 d 4 £ - : — g 4 x : - . a 6 3 "I ft - oe 2 — . =" Es 
4 — 3 1 45; WAS © Sf — n : * "Sx; 3% Ta w— 3 =_ , = © : Wn SET * 3 n 4. 2 * - . F * 7 a « * 
— $ — - 1 8 KLE — "2 8 4 by * K Gs — 2 * = G — X 8 . _ a 2 ä a ** — 1 IF" -- 3 Su. a6" .- "I a. 
7 Frag hs fy 4 tt wow oor... Se BA Bee 8 — 24 „ 2 ONE === * p ; x 3 A a elf SY at 2 8 
"On _ bd _ * — 2 — «4 a a — _ — AO 4 - <4 —— — r — Ws - 
— , —— ai — er —— day — — — 2 —— — —— — — - - 


. — 12 WY 

_ 4 I 
— — * 
- — — — — 


— 
Fa ai pes - 


6 ð 
3 2 — — _ 
- , -—__ ” — — 


* Here perhaps was the ſole inaccuracy that can he produ- 
ced in the whole of my official correſpondence, and this was 


owing to a neglect of my Secretary. 
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one thouſand thirty-five pounds, , fourteen ſhillings and 
nin-pence currency ;z and that on the thirteenth of 
March following, the date of that draft proteſted, 
there was ſtill a balance of nine hundred and twenty 
ponds, eighteen ſhillings and elevenfence halfpenny cur- 
rency, then again due to me from TRY Lord- 
ſhips. 

That on the thirtieth 595 the following 1 here 
was again due to me on balance from your Lord- 
ſhips, ſeven thouſand one hundred eighty-ſeven pounds, 
nine ſhillings and tenpence currency, © 

That, at the next ſettlement there was ſtill 
due to me from your Lordſhips the 187h day of 
Fuly, 1777, four thouſand ſeven bundred thirty-one 
pounds, nine ſhillings and ſevenpence currency ; and 
that, under theſe circumſtances duly adviſed of, 
that draft came preſented to your Lordſhips, | 
which I mention, that your Lordſhips may ſee 
that T was fully authoriſed to have made ſuch 
draft, which had it come properly adviſed of to 
your Lordſhips, could not, I am certain, have 
failed of que payment. 


' T have the . &c. Kc. 


o. I.) 
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ö Ya St. Vincent, May 14, 1778. 
N Mx Lorps, 
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I HAVE the honor of acquaint- 
ing your Lordſhips of my being obliged to draw 
on your Lordſhips, the three drafts as under- 
neath ſpecified, value 850l. on the contingent 
account of this Government. . 

Additional to my letter of the 18th of April 
by the laſt packet, a duplicate of which 1 for- 
warded by his Majeſty's ſhip the Comet, and 
which I beg leave to refer your Lordſhips to, 
your Lordſhips will obſerve the above-named 
drafts, together with the one adviſed of in my 
laſt letter, and drawn fince cloſing laſt quarter's 
account, do not reimburſe me the balance due 
to me on that ſaid account. 
1 muſt entreat your Lordſhips to advert to the 
infinite inconvenience and diſtreſs it is to me to 
be in advance ſo often as I am, on your Lord- 

| ſhips account; this has repeatedly been the 

caſe from five hundred, to at times fifteen hun- 

dred pounds over and above the balance which may 

appear due to me on any quarter's account : as 

payment muſt be made here on account, which 

I cannot charge until the work is completed tor 
which the payment in part was made. 
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Inſtead of this diſtreſſing advance on my part, 
ſurely, my Lords, I ſhould have ſome fund in 
hand, ſay fifteen hundred pounds, out of Which 
to make theſe neceſſary payments. 

Although I never yet had the honour of receiv- 
ing any letter from your Lordſhips or your Se- 
cretaries, reſpecting the contingent bill, J yet hear by 
letters from ſome of my friends, that I am cen- 
ſured by your Lordſhips for the extent of that 
account; and I have received the infinite mor- 
tiication of learning that others of my bills on 
your Lordſhips, beſides the one my letter of the 
18th of April takes notice of, have been noted, 
ind are coming, if none are yet actually come 
out under proteſt ; ſhould this really happen, I 
ſhall want words to expreſs my ſurpriſe and mor- 
tification, and to deſcribe the ſituation I ſhall be 
in, | | 
Large as the expences of the contingent bill 
may be, I am ready, whenever called upon, to. 
manifeſt to your Lordſhips in the moſt ſatisfac- 
tory manner, that it is not ſo from any fault of 
mine; that not one ſhilling of its charges are on 
ay private account, except your Lordſhips 
uual allowance to myſelf and other governors, 
for office, clerks, &c.* and that every other. 
— expen · 


This is another among the many items of injuſtice of ; 
which Governor M. has ſo much right to complain. This 
charge is a common one in every new eſtabliſhing govern- 
| men 
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expenditure is entirely on his Majeſty's necef. 
ſary ſervice, for the many large, extenſive, and 
expenſive poſts in the Charib country ; and for 
batteries, fortifications, magazines for powder, 
guardhouſes at the different batteries, repairs of 
every one of the extenſive barracks I found ah. 
ſolutely falling to the ground, as alſo his Ma.“ 
jeſty's government-houſe in the ſame condition, 
and peremptorily refuſed to be repaired by the 
Colony. 
All theſe different articles, I beg leave to re. 
peat to your Lordſhips, I found ordered and 
agreed for by my predeceflors in office, ſome 
were in confiderable forwardneſs, and others be. 
gan upon, ſo that I had nothing to do in reſpect 
of theſe, but unfortunately being obliged to pay for | 
them, and that at a time when the American war, 
which, in many inſtances, unhappily increaſed 
the expences ſixfold, and yet rendered unavoid- 
ably neceſſary the immediate completion of thoſe | 

, defences of the iſland, without which ſome of 
the many attempts of the rebels to make deſcents 
on theſe coaſts, muſt have ſucceeded, and for 
preventing which by my unwearied aſſiduity, 1 
had flattered myſelf ro have merited the thanks 
of his 8 s Miniſters, rather than the ſevere, 


ment until it is provided for in ſome ſhape in and by a ſettled 
Colony, and was not objected to at the time it was made, 
Neither reaſon. nor official juſtice can ſuffer the tardy, il 


founded objection of the preſent moment, 1 
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and to myſelf perſonally ruinous meaſure. of 

paying, probably with my perſon, for money 
expended officially, purely for his Majeſty's im- 

mediate ſervice, and moſtly for work done by 

orders of former governors, and this zwithout hav- 

ing ever received one line from your Lordſhips *, direct. 

ig me either not to make the payments, to deſiſt 

from that and all other work, or pointing out 

any other mode of procedure. Your Lordihips 

juſtice will, I truſt, relieve me from this di- 

lemma. 

Other of theſe expences your Lordſhips will 
ſee are for the ſalaries of his Majeſty's Fort Adju- 
tant, and Barrack Maſter, Mr. Archibald Mon- 

tague Brown, for the eſtabliſhments of his Ma- 
jeſty's Surgeons and Surgeons Mates, Commiſ- 
ſary, and Deputy Commiſſary, found by me on 
the eſtabliſhment, and reſpecting moſt of whom, 
[ have, whilſt Lieut, Governor, and of others, 
lince I was Governor in Chief, received his Ma- 
jeſty's notice of appointment. 

[ beg your, Lordſhips will further FER 
that for all theſe payments, I have tranſmitted home 
the moſt exact vouchersf, and the work done is ever 


* The reader is intreated t to advert to the high injuſtice of 
this, | 

+ After this challenge fo repeatedly made to their Lord- 
ſlups, and it being acquieſced in at the time, when only any 
Geficiency, if ſuch had been, could be retified—how incon- 
ſiſtent it is with every principle of juſtice now to alledge, and 
without any foundation too, any defect therein. 


Koo. 


E 
moſt accurately authenticated and certified; and 
you will be pleaſed alſo to note that theſe ſame 
expences muſt have equally happened at theſe 
periods for works ſo ordered, and the barracks, 
&c. in ſuch ſituation, had this government as a 
ſeparate one been intruſted to any other gover. 
nor; and that nearly the whole, if not all, of 
theſe muſt have been incurred had this iſland 
remained annexed to that of Grenada, and that 
the great outline of expence (unavoidable in new 
ſettling defenceleſs expoſed governments) being 
nearly compleated, the ſame would have been 
conſiderably contracted in future, and would be 
nearly aboliſhed by following the advice I pre- 
ſumed to offer to your Lordſhips of throwing on 
the Colony the future expence of maintaining 
and keeping in repair theſe defences made for 
their ſecurity ; although in the preſent infancy | 
of the Colony it would have been gabe for it 10 
have firſt eſtabliſhed theſe, 

Hard will be my fate to ſuffer fo cruelly for 
doing the duties of my poſt, and this without 
my previouſly hearing from your Lordſhips a 
word of diſapprobation, or direction what part 
of my conduct I was to alter. 
How to act in the preſent dilemma I really 
| know not, To leave ſome of theſe not yet quite 
compleated neceſſary works of defence in their 
preſent unfiniſhed ſtate, at the eve of a French 
| War, 
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war, muſt probably ſubject this iſland to inſults 
from that enemy, which a ſmall additional ex- 
pence to complete the works would ſecure it 
from. I wait, therefore, with the utmoſt im- 
patience the receiving directions from your Lordſhips | 
how to act; only adding, that moſt, or all of the 
large expenditures certified, as by the vouchers 
your Lordſhips will ſee, by the Aſſiſtant Engi- 
neer of the Board of Ordnance, acting under the 
Chief Engineer, would properly fall under the 
expenditure of that B oard ; but having a con- 
tingent account only with your Lordſhips, 1 
could charge theſe in no other account than that: 
a ſubſtraction of theſe articles, although it would 
vot leſſen the real, yet would greatly the appa- 
rent expences of this government, 

On the whole, my Lords, what am I to do? 
if even before I can be honoured with your 
Lordſhips anſwer, I do not draw on your Lord- 
ſhips to pay the expences already incurred and 
conſtantly accruing, and alſo to pay his Majeſty's 
ſervants entitled to receive their pay from the 
contingent bill, the parties muſt ſtarve, and I 
know not what ſituation I ſhall be in with their 
claims, 

If I draw on your Aides and my bills are 
to be returned proteſted, I ſhall be irretrievably 
ruined, if your Lordſhips proteſts of my bills 
have not already done this, and I muſt lie in a 
R 4 | gaot - 
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gaol * for having ſerved his Mijeſly with a zeal, Tray 
affirm cannot be exceeded, and this without any Enpliſh 
or Colony ſalary, and expoſed to the miſrepreſen- 
| tations and malevolence of a ſet of people whoſe 
ſole quarrel with me ariſes from that zeal which 
will not permit them to violate all his Majeſty's 
rights, intereſts, and prerogative, I am, how. 
ever, happy to be able to acquaint your Lord. 
ſhips that the late virulence of the Colony many 
months ago expreſſed towards me for ſuch my 
zeal, has for many months ſo totally ſubſided, 
that the moſt perfect calm has long reigned here 
with reſpet to myſelf; although the Colony's 
ſteady oppoſition to his Majeſty will have ap- 
© peared by their refuſal to pay his Majeſty's quit 
rents, by the deciſions of the Courts againſt the 
Crown on every one of theſe, and by the appeals | 
forwarded on all the cauſes by his Majeſty's At. 
torney General, and Deputy Receiver General of 
the ents, &C, &c. &c. 


* Alas! how fatally was this prophecy fulfilled ! the writer 
having gone far in a fifth years cruel confinement, from the 
delays of Government in ſettling his account ; at laſt in or- 
der to render his ſmall remains of lite ſtill leſs compleatly mi- 
ſerable, and to reſcue, by wholeſome air and exerciſe, even 
that from enereaſing pain and fickneſs, he was forced to pur- 
_ chaſe theſe at the expence of his poor remains of fortune or 
independency, till at th! mercy of others to replace him 
where he ſo long lay, until he can get ſettled thoſe accounts, 
and receive thoſe juſt payments he has ſo long in vain ſolt- 

Cited to have. | 1 

In 
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In the moſt anxious expectation of your Lord- 

ſhips early anſwer, which I preſume moſt ear- 

neſtly to ſolicit, with explicit directions in re- 

card of the contingent bill, J have the honour, 

Kc. &c. &c. 

P. S. If your Lordſhips choſe to ſend over any 

directions to any other Governor to inſpect on 

the ſpot the work done, the neceſſity of theſe to 
his Majeſty's ſervice, and to examine the perſons 
to whom the payments have been made, with 
full powers to give authenticity and credit, after 
ſuch examination, to the bills already drawn, or 
in future neceſſary to be drawn; I. all with 
pleaſure lay all my proofs before any perſon ſo authoriſed, 
how unprecedented ſoever * this meaſure may 
be. The exactneſs of my conduct herein will 
not only bear, but ſolicits your Lordſhips moſt 
accurate enquiries. | 


What cenduct more open could the moſt ſcrupulous rec» 
titude obſerve? and if ſuch was in any wiſe objectionable, ſure 
then was the period to have demanded juitifications and eluci- 
dations, which at eight or nine years or more, as now, after 
the capture of the iſland, loſs of many papers in conſequence, 
deaths, removals of parties who might ſupply ſuch defect, it 
becomes impoſſible to furniſh ; more eſpecially where ſuch are 
demanded as no arbitrators, referees, courts merchant, courts 
of law or equity require, 

The reader is requeſted again in this place to advert how, 
gueſſing at their Lordſhips wiſh, although ſtill uninformed of 
it, I iſſued orders to the proper officers, in date the 16th of | 
this month, in the Appendix, to ſtop all public works. He 
has alſo ſeen the general diſtreſs and injury this occaſioned to 
both the Colony and the King's troops; how they were ac- 
cumulated by the contract for proviſions expiring juſt then, 
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( No. X: 3 


St. Vincent, Tune 5, 1778. 
Mx Loos, : 
MY Council, (which I met agree. 


able to ſummons, and before whom J laid Lord 
G. Germain's Letters directing me to put this 
iſland in the beſt ſtate of defence I could; alſo 
to keep a watchful eye over the French on the 
almoſt certainty of an immediate war with that 
nation) wiſhing to defer any conſideration of the 
ſtate of the iſland, until the meeting of a new 
Aſſembly, which I informed them I had dired. 
ed to have writs iſſued for, in order that their 
reſolutions might be more complete, 
I was left in equal dilemma as when I had the 
honour of writing to your Lordſhips on the 28th 
of laſt month, whether I ſhould or ſhould not, 
after what I heard of your Lordſhips proteſts of 
my bills for neceſſary expenditures in the con- 
tingent account, proceed to finiſh thoſe works in 
tolerable forwardneſs, ſome of them ſo indiſpen- 
ſably neceſſary, and others ſo highly uſeful, as | 
think ought not in the preſent fituation of the 
| iſland, and danger of a war, even for a moment 
to be delayed: I have, however, from the cri- 
| _ tical 


Em) 

tical ſituation of the Colony, and from late cir- 
cumſtances of information with reſpect to the 
French, as well as the Charibs and runaway Ne- 
groes, thought it my duty to go on, at leaſt to 
finiſh thoſe works which ſeem moſt immediately 
requiſite both for general ſecurity, and alſo for 
that of the ſoldiery in particular; truſting to re- 
ceive your Lordſhips fulleſt approbation of a 
meaſure ſo indiſpenſably neceſſary. 5 

Major Brown, his Majeſty's Fort Adjutant eld 
Barrack Maſter of this Government, as alſo Cap- 
tain of the Forts in Kingſton Bay, goes to Eng- 
land in a few days: as that gentleman's duty led 
him, from his firſt appointment, to a regular 
conſtant ſurvey of all the many barracks, as alſb 
of the forts and batteries of the iſland ; I can but 
rejoice that aſking leave to go on his own buſi- 
neſs, his preſence there will give your Lorſhips 
opportunity to make the fulleſt enquiries from 
him, not only of the preſent ſtate of the iſland, 
its defences and barracks, and of our being now 
dreadfully-deficient of every ſpecies of amuni- 
tion; but will alſo enable your Lordſhips to be 
fully ſatisfied of the ſtate of all theſe things ever 
ſince my command here; of the abſolute neceſ- 
| fity of thoſe ſeeming high expenditures, infinite- 

ly encreaſed by the American war * ; and of theſe 


* Governor M. was regular to the und degree of ex- 
aftneſs, as his whole correſpondence proves, in giving Go. 
rernment the moſt minute detail of his meaſures and expences. 


being 


0 

being carried on with as much frugality on my 
part as it was poſſible; and of his having, by 
my directions, ſtrictly ſcrutiniſed the charges, 
moſt of which are certiſied officially by him. 

My former letter informed your Lordſhips of 
my appointment of Jonathan Atkinſon, Eſq. to 
be his Majeſty's Receiver General of his Quit- 
rents, and Caſual Receiver here, in Mr. Ingram's 
room, deceaſed. Should your Lordſhips not 
think it adviſable, agreeable to my former let. 
ters, to direct the money ariſing from that fund 
to be applied by your Governor towards the ex- 
pences of the contingent bill, in order, as far as 
it goes, to prevent the neceſſity of bills being 
drawn on your Lordſhips for that account , 
which I ftill take the liberty of recommending to 
be done: I then muſt beg the favour of your 
Lordſhips to confirm Mr. Atkinſon in his poſt, 
his long ſervices laſt war, and before, in offices 
under the Crown, his aſſiduity, loyalty, and in- 
tegrity, make him every way proper, and will 
make it anſwer your Loidſhips intereſts at theſe 
particular times, and in this Colony more : eſpe- 


+ This regulation, with. many beans firſt FE geſted by 
Governor M. has been ſince adopted by Government.— 
Thus, while they acknowledge the utility of his ſervices, 
they reward them by an oppreſſive negligence of his juſt de- 
mands on them, which ſo long conſigned him to a ſituation 


as difgraceful, as undeſerved, as little attended to as it was 
cruel and oppreſive. 


3 "cially, 
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cially, when, and where, permit me, my Lords, 
to ſay it is highly neceſſary that his Majeſty's 
ſervants ſhould be ſupported, and the appoint- 
ments of his Governors to ſuch offices, theſe 
falling vacant under his immediate eye, ſhould 
be confirmed, to give weight to them and to 
their authority among people in a Colony re- 
luctantly ſubmitting to any. | 

By Major Brown, I will, if I can be in time, 
ſend your Lordſhips a ſketch of the contingent 
account for this quarter as far as it is already 
advanced; by which your Lordſhips will ſee 
how much I now, as in the middle of every 
quarter, I ever am in advance on the contingent 
account; how proper this may be, I leave your 
Lordſhips to determine: the inconvenience to 
me is terrible: the bulk of the expenditures al- 
ways happens on cloſing the quarters account, 

beg leave again to repeat, that the expence 
of theſe were going to have been much contract- 
ed, from the compleating much work formerly 
begun, and from materials of building having a 
little abated from that enormous price to which 
it was got ſince the American war. 

Should that war with France take place, which 

can ſcarce doubt is already declared in Europe“, 


This confirms the extreme accuracy of Governor M's, 
information, as it was at this period that the Court of France 
adopted its final reſolution of commencing hoſtilities, and 
ſent out orders, accordingly, to the Weſt Indies. 
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larly if the attempt is begun with St. Lucie, 


which his Majeſty's ſervice would be deprived 
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and which my letters many months ago to Lord 
George Germain pointed out as certain, founded 
on the intelligence I draw from the private con- 
nexions 1 keep up in the French iſlands, I ſhall 
be happy by means of theſe connexions to be 
able greatly to facilitate, and render, I hope, 
certain the reduction of thoſe iſlands, particy. 


which muſt immediately fall, even, I think, 
without any bloodſhed * : that will ſecure and 
infinitely multiply ſecret connexions and inter- 
courſe with ſome perſons in Martinique, of 


by not taking St. Lucie firſt, which I beg leave 

to. obſerve muſt fall a very eaſy prey, and is 

within three hours ſail of this iſland. 
I have the honour, &c. &c. 


* Agreeable to the advice and W of Gov. M=——, 
St. Lucie was the firſt object of Engliſh hoſtilities in thoſe 


ſeas, and fell without the leaſt bloodſhed, as pointed out by 
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St. V. incent, June 7, 1778. 


Mx Lokps, 


BV Major Brown, Fort Adjutant and 
Barrack Maſter of this Iſland, I ſend, for your 
Lordſhip's inſpection, agreeable to my laſt letter, 
an account of the contingent Bill, as it now 
ſands, by which your Lordſhipwill ſee due to 
me, at this hour, above four thouſand pounds cur- 
rexcy, ſuppoſing the ſundry bills dramm, duly adviſed of 
in former letters, had been duly paid; but, inſtead of 
this, I have the mortification, and indignity, of 
having this day ſuits commenced againſt me, for 
a bill of four hundred pounds, another of three, 
one of one hundred and fifty, two of five hun- 
dred each, and one of two hundred; which I 
have taken up, in all 2,0 50l. ſterling; all duly 
adviſed of, paſſed, and given credit to your 
Lordſhips for in my former accounts ; regularly 
forwarded, and now proteſted, This, my Lords, 
is cruelly hard; and this adds {till largely to my 
preſent advance, as vide the account now ſent,* 


If 


* What firſt occaſioned this to me ruinous, and to the Iſland . 
fatal meaſure being taken, was, Lord Shelburne in the. 
Houſe of os, and Col, Barre in the Houſe of Commons, : 


virulently 
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carrying on; which, if ſuffered to be compleated, would 


cenſure was not levelled at me, but meant as an attack on the 


£7 fo attain its ends ; but, juſtifiable as ſuch political- prize- 
fighting may be conſidered in politics, the heart nurſed in 
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Tf the unmerited diſgrace and ruin of one of 
his Majeſty's moſt faithful, diligent, and zen. 
lous ſubjects is indiſpenſably neceſſary to his 
| Ma. 


virulently attacking me on the wantonneſs (as they were 
pleaſed to term it) as well as largeneſs of the expenditures 
which rendered thoſe drafts neceſſary. The rank and ſup. 
poſed knowledge of thoſe gentlemen gave a weight to their | 
cenſure which eafily cruſhed beneath it a man whoſe abſence | 
made it impoſſible for him then to refute the falſchood of the 
accuſation, or even to hear of it time enough to remedy the 
diſaſters it involved him in; who, wrapt up in the integrity 
of his conduct, and exerting his warmeſt diſintereſted zeal in 
his King and Country's ſervice, little expected to receive ſo 
fatal, ſo unmerited a ſtab, Theſe gentlemen grounded their 
injuſtice on the information they had received. from an indi- 
vidual of the Colony, unauthoriſed by any legiſlative body, 
or other deſcription of men; one whoſe diſloyalty. made him 
ſee, with an envious eye, thoſe defences of the Ifland I was 


probably ſave it from becoming that prey he wiſhed it to 
be to the Americans, then the enemies of Britain. Alas! 
his wily wiſh too fatally ſucceeded. My bills were proteſted, 
the defences were forced to be put a ſtop to, and the Ifland 
did fall a prey to France in conſequence of that and the 
poiſon of his example. I confeſs his political malignity was 
ſharpened on the whetſtone of diſappointment ; I had | 
refuſed his applications for honours and emoluments he was | 
as unfit for as undeſerving of. However, I have fince learnt, 
and even perſonally from the noble Earl himſelf, that the 


Miniſter under whom I received my appointment. Alas! 
into what crooked paths will party violence turn its walk 


I the 
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Majeſty's ſervice, I ſubmit to become the ſacri- 
fce for ſuch a cauſe ; at the ſame time I entreat 
your Lordſhips to lay this Letter, and Caſe, be- 
fore my royal, juſt, and benevolent Sovereign ; 
and let him read the loyal effuſions of a much 
wounded heart; and let him learn that I ſuffer 
what I do, without having once received a line to ſay 
where I offended, by making theſe neceſſary payments, 
aud when and where I was to fh; without either 
Engliſh or Colony falary.* | 

If accident, or ſome miſtake, hos my 
preſent ſuffering, let me implore your Lordſhips 
to adminiſter moſt ſpeedily the remedy, which 
need not point out can only be by payment of 
ſuch bills as have been already drawn, and pro- 


the ſchool of Ethics will ſurely revolt at it ; fince, like the 
boys and the frogs in the fable, whilſt it was wanton ſport in 
the aſſailants, it dealt ruin and deſtruction to me, the 
ſufferer ; which, though loudly calling for, was too great 
and too extenſive, ſcarce poſſibly to admit of adequate Yepa- 
ration, even had the promiſe long fince made to me been 
kept, of a recantation in that very Aſſembly where the aflaſh- 

nating blow had been ſo fatally dealt mez 

* Theſe wondrous truths ſurely muſt aſtoniſh every can« 
did reader—muſt wound each feeling heart—eſpecially when, 
again turning to the copies. in the Appendix of papers in this, 
the laſt, and the ſubſequent months, he ſees how my difh- 
culties enereaſed by the various diſtreſſes which ſeemed daily 
to accumulate on the King's ſervice in that Iſland, whilſt 
the copy of my letter, of the Sth of next month, to the Com- 
miſſary, ſhew how I ſtrove to drag, from the remoteſt cor- 
ners, every poſſible reſource and alleviation of theſe, 


Ee perly 


("039 2 
perly accounted for, and by doing the ſame by | 
thoſe I muſt draw, if J can get any one to take 
them, to reimburſe me for theſe returned, for the 


advance I am in, beſides theſe, as herein. ſpeci. 
fied, and for thoſe payments which will be juftly 


due, and be called for as ſoon as this month | 


ſhall be ended. 

To prevent the chance of accidents in theſe 
times, I ſhall ſend, by a gentleman going to 
England, alſo a duplicate of the account, and of 
this letter, to the care of Henry VR, Eſq; 


Bloomſbury- ſquare. 


And have the honour, &c. &c. 


(No, XII) 
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| | St. Vincent, Aug. 4. 1778. 
My Lonps, EY he 


 HEREWITH I have the honour to 
forward to your Lordſhips the June quarter's 
contingent account of this government, on 
which, your Lordſhips will obſerve, remains due 
to me a balance of 19711. 138. 54 currency. I 
muſt once more entreat your Lordſhips to caſt 
your eyes over all my former accounts, and 
there obſerve on how many of theſe, balances, 
2nd theſe ſometimes conſiderable ones, have re- 
mained due to me on cloſing thoſe accounts ; 
and your. Lordfhips will pleaſe alſo to recollect 
that this is ever larger than appears on thoſe, as 1 
am obliged to make ſeveral payments in part, 
while work 1s carrying on, which I do not 
charge till the work is compleated, ſome very 
| few pay ments excepted. 

That took poſleffion of my office, a en- 
tered into theſe neceſſary accuſtomed payments, 
without one ſhilling of your Lordſhips, or any public 
money received by me io begin theſe with; which I was 
forced to do, out of ny private funds, to my infi 
nite inconvenience and diſtreſs. _ 

| The miſery, diſgrace, and ruin which. your 
Lordſhips proteſts of bills, drawn for moſt faith- 
82 5 5 ful 
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ful ſervices, done for the Crown, brought on 1 
moſt loyal, zealous ſervant of his Majeſty, muſt 


_ excuſe my again repeativg to your Lordſhip, 


and deſiring your moſt {ſtrict ſcrutiny into the 


truth of my affertion, that the expenditure, 


were unavoidable ; that they were begun, ordered, 
and agreed for by my predeceſſors ; that of moſt of 
theſe, if not all, your Lordſhips, or other hi 


Majeſty's Miniſters and Boards, had been made ar. 


quainted with ; and that ſome of theſe, new con- 


tingencies, a new government, a daring enemy 


inſulting every part of our coaſt, and almoſ 
daily attempting to land, rendered immediate 
neceſſary : and that payment for all theſe unhappi. 
ly fell officially to my lot to make, at a time when 
the American war had encreaſed theſe article 


and expences of them ten fold to what they 


would have been at a peace period; and yet the 


war rendered the completion more neceſſary. 


Jo deſcend to minute particulars, ready to be 
done whenever called on for, would lengthen 
this letter extremely; yet, that your Lordfhips 
may, in ſome meaſure, ſatisfy yourſelves, let the 


letters, memorials, and repreſentations to his 


Majeſty's Miniſters, of my predeceſſors be ex- 
amined; and it will be found that the neceſſit) 


of the poſts in the Charib Country, of Fort Dal- 


rymple, Fort Hillſorough, Rabacca and S 


were deemed indiſpenſably neceſſary for the 
ſafety of the Iſland againſt the-Charibs, were # 


KS. P. o el 
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proved of : and J found all theſe, as before ſaiq, 
ordered, and af zwork on, but, I believe, not one 
ſhilling paid towards them, at leaſt that ever 
came to my knowledge : that all theſe were con- 
tinued building under the immediate inſpection 
of his Majeſty's chief Engineer, as alſo a large 
number of ſervice negroes, employed to attend 
and prepare for the ſame, with other workmen ; 
and ſome neceſſary roads making, others keeping 
in repair, to preſerve a communication with 
theſe poſts, were alſo under the inſpection of the 
ſame Engineer, but payable by Government 
from the contingent bill. 

| Your Lordſhips, or, at leaſt, others of his 
Majeſty's Miniſters, have, from time to time, 
been informed that the large, extenſive barracks 
of King's Town, Barrouli, or Prince's Bay, the 
others of Calliaqua, Chateau Bellair, his Ma- 
jeſty's Government Houſe, his Botanic Garden 
Houſe, and ſtore-houſes, all wooden buildings, 
built haſtily by contract, on firſt poſſeſſion of the 
Iſland by the Engliſh, were ſo out of repair, 
that, at this hour, there would not have been 
a veſtige of theſe, had thoſe neceſſary repairs, in 
ſome inſtances, equal to rebuilding, been neg- 
lected even only a very few months, and his 
Majeſty's troops and ſervants muſt have lain in 
the open fields, 


have only to refer your Lordſhips to perſons TY 


: converſant 3 in theſe climates to be informed, that 
83 | wooden 


f 
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ceaſed Governors, to know the neceſſity and 


different times, by his Majeſty's former Engi. 


on a bluff point oppoſite St. Lucie, covering 


found neceflary and approved of, and I believe 


je 5 1 
wooden buildings built, as were all I have re. 
cited, with American lumber, if in the leaſt neg- 
lected, as theſe had been terribly, in conſtantiy 
being kept without painting, and otherwiſe te- 
paired, will ſcarcely ſtand ten or twelve years. 

Your Lordſhips have only to refer to General 
Melville, and the repreſentations of the de- 


importance of ſome fortification at Tyrell's Bap; 
and to the reports and plans made of' theſe, at 


neer in Chief, a Mr. Gordon; and for the ne- 
ceſſity of batteries, guard-houſes, and maga- 
Zines, &c, at various other points; and theſe 
reports and plans, I underſtand, were approved 
. | 
Some batteries, my Lord, I found had beck 
built, but no magazines whatever, at very many of 
them ; or guard-houſe, or other ſhelter for man, or 
ammunition, at ſcarce any one of theſe. 
- Your Lordſhips, or others, his Majeſty's Mi- 
niſters and Boards received, in Governor Ley- 
bourne's time, his and the chief Engineer s re- 
ports of the abſolute neceſſity of a battery, &c. 


great part of an acceſſible Weſtern ſhore of this 
Iſland. The great battery and magazine above 
the town and bay of Kingſton are in the ſame 
predicament, with this advantage of having been 


reported 
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reported on by his Majeſty's Commiſſioners; 
and by every commander in chief, and every 
engineer his Majeſty has ever had on the Iſland ; 
but I was to have the misfortune (by an exertion 
of active zeal, in ſeeing that done which had 
been ſo ſhamefully neg lected before) to have my pub- 
lic zeal and care rewarded by prot teſted bills, 
diſgrace, and private ruin.“ 

His Majeſty's Secretary of State, on my frff 
being appointed Commander in Chief, as had a former 
one while I was Lieutenant Governor, received in- 
formation from me of the wtility, nay neceſſity, of 
2 cruiſing armed veſſel for the protection of the 
trade and further ſecurity of this Iſland ; and 
his Majeſty's preſent Secretary of State, as well 
as your Lordſhips, received account of one be- 
ing bought, fitted out, and put in commiſſion 
for that purpoſe; and the charges have appeared 
in my former contingent bills, and neither your 
Lordſlips, 6 or his Lordſvip, ever 1555 me FOR 4 
rectlons. 

I found his Majeſty's Coty, Aſſiſtant 

Commiſſary, Deputy Judge Advocate, Surgeon 

General, and all the Hoſpital Eſtabliſnment and 
Barrack Maſter on the contingent account; and 


lt is a matter that nothing but a poſitive fact could juſ- 
tify a belief in,—that Gov. M. “'s conduct in this parti- 
cular ſhould be called in queſtion, and that ſuch difintereſted 
zeal ſhould find no other reward but the moſt cruel 1 in- 
Juſtice, 


„ 1 earl 
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I early received his Majeſty's commiſſion ap- 
pointing Mr. Brown Fort Adjutant here, his pay 


to be put on the ſame bill, as is the caſe in the 
other Governments, Dominica, &c. 

Now, my Lords, pleaſe to caſt your eyes over 
my contingent accounts, and you will ſee the 


ſame are the articles, the only articles, that create 


the whole of that account, with trifling excep- 
tions of ſome negroe hire, making roads to 
places where cannon were to be mounted, and 
ſome other incidental charges. That the Ame. 
rican war, and other circumſtances, I could in 
no wiſe influence, ſhould heavily encreaſe the 


rate of theſe expences, at this particular time, 


my Lords, is my misfortune, and not my blame; 


and had your Lordſhips choſen to have made 


any, or the ſtricteſt enquiry, you would have 
found my endeavours have not been wanting to 
bring theſe within narrower bounds. 
The line of my duty and commiſſion direct me 
to guard and protect the government committed 
to my charge; Was I, my Lords, to neglect 


this? 


Letters of his Majeſty 8 Secretary of State | 
order me to keep a watchful eye over the motions 
of an enterprizing, deceitful, very near, ini- 
mical neighbour, and order me to take every 
meaſure for ſecurity of the government under 


my charge. Was I, my Lords, 70 diſobey this? 
Could I do theſe duties without funds? Where 


are 


0 
are the funds I have to reſort to, but the contin- 
gent bill and drafts on your Lordſbips for theſe. I 
gill here pauſe, and leave to your Lordſhip's re- 
flection and Juſtice, and that of the Royal Maſter 
[ ſerve, to do me Juſtice by your Lordſhip's 
ſpeedy payment of thoſe biils, when redrawn, 
which have been ſuffered to come out proteſted 
and to reſtore the public credit of this Govern- 
ment, which ſuch a tranſaction has ſo totally 
ruined, that I grieve to tell your Lordſhips 
while I tremble at the conſequences. The 
King's troops, (Mr. Durand's contract for pro- 
viſons having been ſome time out, and no ſup- 
ply come from England, and the little tempo- 
rary ſupply I had pledged my poor remaining 
credit for, being alſo conſumed) are in ſeveral 
of the poſts now, at this day, with only one day's 
proviſions,* at others with only one or two, and, 
at ſome, have been ſeveral days without any. 


* Let the candid reader here pauſe a moment, and judge 
what muſt be my feelings in this fituation ; the mutiny or de- 
ſertion of the troops ſtaring me in the face, (for ſo ſhook was 
the credit of Government, that not a ſtore-keeper would, on 
ſuch, furniſh one barrel of proviſions) my private reſources 
exhauſted, and my credit ſtretched to its utmoſt for former 
fimilar public ſervices, then and to this hour unrepaid to me. 
Terrified by former proteſts of bills, none would give caſh _ 
on ſuch on the Treaſury to enable me to buy provifions ; 
and one perſon only, and that after much perſuaſion, and 
requiring my guarantee, would take a bill in payment for a 
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My former letters have acquainted, that, 
learaing that the government contract with Mr. 
Durand was expired, and this, moſt unluckily, 
when the King s ſtores were quite out ; and re- 
ceiving from your Lordſhips no information of 
any ſupply to come, I immediately laid my caſe 
before my Council, whoſe minutes on that, I 
have forwarded to Lord G. Germaine, and now 
encloſe a copy of. Yet, my Lords, notwith- 
ſtanding that body requeſt me to order the Com- 
miſſary to ſupply, and to draw on your Lord- 
ſhips for ſuch, to which bills the Commiſſary's 
certificate was to be annexed of the uſes for which 
the ſame were drawn, ſo loft here is the credit of a 


bill on his Majeſty's Treafury from the late pro- 
teſts, that one man only in the Iſland could be 


found willing to ſupply on theſe terms, (all 
others flatly refuſing) and he had only a very 
ſmall ſupply, which was taken ; and! is conſumed; 


and he (diſappointed in the arrival of a larger 


quantity he daily expected,“ but which he finds 
now will not be ſent ta him) can furniſh no 
more. What expedient of pledging private 
credit, ill that of Government. may be reſtored, and 
can be thought on, ſhall be attempted. I have 
again ſummoned my Council to meet on that 


few barrels of pie ; and read it wich aſtoniſhment, ye 
who may ſee this, the bills for theſe, notwithſtanding every 
advice of the emergency, and every certificate I could give, 
were proteſted, and ſtill remain unpaid. 


buſineſs : 


( 2 67 5 

bufineſs: To aſk a ſupply from the Afemblr, 

would, I fear, be inſuring ſome inſolent refuſal ; 
however, the advice of my Council, as it did a little 

while ago, ſhall again determine my conduct. I 

ſhall only add, that, ſo ruined by your Lord- 

ſhips proteſts, and without any money to pay 

his Majeſty's ſervants ſalaries, expenditures, and 
hoſpital eſtabliſhments, I have certified their re- 
ſpective accounts; and they ſeek, by their agents 
in England, payments from your Lordſhips, for 
what uſed ever before to be paid and charged in 
the contingent bills.“ Workmen and proprie- 
tors of negroes, who have been employed on his 
Majeſty's works, cannot do this ; therefore, all 
theſe commence ſuits for their preſent demands, 
and others for their proteſted bills; and nothing 
but the accidental cloſe of the Courts of this 
Iſland, for ſome months, could have prevented 
my informing your Lordſhips of my poor furni- 
ure, perhaps bedding, being taken out of his Ma. 
jeſty's government-houſe, and fold to fatisfy 
public juſt demands, for neceſſary works for his 
Majeſty's uſe and government, which it was my 
duty to ſee performed, and which I ſhould have 
been liable to a too juſt. reprimand, and perhaps 


diſmiſſon from office, had I neglected to have had 
done, | 


* It will ſcarcely be credited, that theſe bills ſo duly ad- 
viſed of, vouched and certified, are ſtill ſuffered by the 
Treaſury to be proteſted and unpaid, 


The 
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The Iſland is a ſcene of deſolation, confuſion, 
and expoſure that is not eafily to be deſcribed, 
and the complaints of the late Aſſembly, to 
which the community at large aſcribe all theſe, 
are juſtly execrated. 

Still, my Lords, will I do my duty; ſtill will 
1 try every poſſible expedient to remedy theſe 

evils, till your Lordſhips full inſtructions ar. 
1 rive, which I truſt will be as ſoon as poſſible, 
1 and oftenſibly ſuch as may reſtore credit, The 
lucky ſhutting up of the Courts until March 
| next, will certainly contribute ſomething : 
all events, conſcious of the rectitude of my con- 
duct, calling loudly, and beſeeching earneſtly, the mol 


6 ſtrict ſcrutiny of it, —if the ſtorm muſt burſt, and 
c.ruſh me, impavidum ferient ruinæ, which ſhould 
b be the motto of all juſt men, and ſhall be of 
. him, who, with reſpect and eſteem, ſubſcribe: 
. himſelf, 

; Your Lordſhips, &c. 

4 

4 
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81. Vincent, Oct. 2, 1778. 
My Losps, 


 HEREWITH your Lordſhips receive 
the triplicate of a letter I did myſelf the honour 
of writing to you of the 26th of September; alſo 
copies of the proteſt from Curacoa, reſpecting 
the extreme damage his Majeſty's Government 
Sloop of this iſland ſuſtained in a ſtorm, which 
obliged the Captain of her to put in there to 
refit; alſo copies of my letter to the Dutch Ad- 
miral then at Curacoa, and to the Dutch Gover- 
nor of the ſame iſland on that ſubject. 

No pen can deſcribe the inexplicable dilem- 
mal am under how to a&, in what appears to 
me to be the line of my duty, and the indiſpen- 
lable neceſſity I am under in making ſeveral pay- 
ments, and drawing on your n for ſuch, 
util I receive ſome directions from your Lordſhips 
in what manner to proceed, and obliged to do 
this after your Lordſhips repeated proteſts of 
my bills, without, to this moment, or ever, hav- 
ing done me the honour of giving me any in- 
kructions * or directions relative to the con- 

tingent 


* Nor were any ever given at any ſucceeding period. 
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theſe bills paſſed to the Dutch Admiral and 


back from them alſo protęſted + by your Lord- 


Poor unhappy holders of bills, for work done, 


ſimilar demands as are ſtill due to others com- 
miſſion ſome proper perſons, ſay, how unpre- 
cedented ſoever this may be, the Governor of 


ſpect and examine my conduct and accounts, and 


to get theſe drafts paid or even accepted. 


( 270 ) 
tingent bil, and thoſe expences which this 
iſland has unavoidably incurred from a thouſand 
circumſtances: nor can the confufion, diſgrace 
diſcredit, I had almoſt ſaid, ruin, this conduct 
has brought on the Colony, be deſcribed to 
your Lordſhips; or the ſufferings and total ruin 
with which it has deſolated me: "thers now wants 
nothing to compleat this ſcene of complicated 
public, as well as my private, diſgrace and yot/ 
overthrow of the credit of this iſland; but to have 


Dutch Governor, for the immediate uſe and te- 
fitting of his Majeſty's commiſſioned ſloop, come 


ſhips. 
For God's ſake, my Lords I for the fake of 


the honour of Government—in juftice to the 


and expenditures bona fide made, to the ſole uſe 
and benefit of his Majeſty's ſervice, and for ſuch 


any of his Majeſty's neighbouring iſlands, to in- 
to give credit to bills to replace ſuch as have 


ES. And they did come back proteſted ; and for fix years 
together, every certificate and remonſtrance proved inſufficient 


1 been 


(2710 9 

been ſo unaccountably proteſted, and to do the 
ſame by ſuch others as myſt be drawn by ſome one, 
for the quarterly accruing expences of this now 
moſt unhappy, moſt deſolated, and I may fay, 
ruined Colony, which nothing but the moſt 
zealous Vigilance and activity on my part to 
protect, and which I hoped would have met 
with other recompence and thanks, could poſ- 
fibly have prevented ſharing the fate Dominica 
bas done; which iſland had ſtill belonged to the 
Britiſh Crown had my vigilance and intelligence 
properly communicated been duly attended to *: 

| hard 


* The Governor, according to the notice he gave to Lord 
George Germaine in his letter of the 2;5th of Auguſt, diſ- 
patched a veſſel to acquaint the officer at Barbadoes, com- 
manding on that ſtation, that the French meditated an imme- 
diate attack; tranſmitring at the ſame time a copy of the 
French King's orders for commencing hoſtilities in the Ame- 
rican Seas: when he received for anſwer, that his zeal for 
the King's ſervice, how praiſe-worthy ſoever, had probably 
out run his better judgment, and that nothing but the reſpect 
due to his private integrity could give the leaſt credibility to 
the document tranſmitted ; and that the bad French in which 
it was written was an additional proof againſt its authenticity. 
The anſwer alſo added, that the French were ſo little in a 
fituation to annoy, that at Martinique they were in great 
apprehenſion of an attack from the Engliſn.— Thus Gover- 
nor M. had the unſpeakable mortification to find that from 
this contempt of his very timely information, Dominica was 
captured on the 7th of September, by a force conveyed in craft 
that would not have dared to appear if even a ſloop of war of 
ten guns had been near the iſland, much leſs had the two 
_ frigates 


27209 
hard and uncommon, my Lords, has been the | 
reward I have met for ſuch zealous exertion, 
yet to this, my Lords, if neceſſary for his Majeſty 
ſervice, I will willingly ſubmit : yet, my Lords, 
for honour, for pity, for policy's fake, relieve 
the diſtreſſes of the Colony, relieve individuals, raiſe 
the now loft credit of all Government tranſactions 
here; give defence and ſecurity to people from 
not only outward enemies in a capacity, and 
long meditating to ſeize it, and hitherto only 
prevented from doing it by thoſe very meaſures 
which, by your Lordſhips conduct towards me, 
have irretrievably ruined me, but alſo againſt a | 
well-armed inteſtine enemy, whoſe numbers of 
men able to bear arms, double all this Colony contains | 
for its defence, and whoſe evil intentions are as 
univerſally known here as the fortunate diligence 
L have hitherto ſo ſucceſsfully exerted. to prevent 
their overturning the Colony *. 


frigates which were at Dominica when the intelligence was 
received, and even to. the 3d or 4th of September, remained 
there, nor left the iſland to become an ,eaſy prey on the 7th, 
The original letters are ready to be produced for the final 
confirmation of this account whenever they ſhall be properly 
| demanded. ide theſe letters in the Appendix, 
* How, amidſt thoſe juſt reſentments at the injury done me 
by ſuch neglect, which, whilſt in reſpect to their Lordſhip 
I ſuppreſſed, it was impoſſible not to feel, could I more. em- 
phatically call on their Lordſhips to attend to the dangers and 
miſeries of the Colony ? 


I ſpeak 


6273) 

I ſpeak not, my Lords, the language of boaſt- 
ing; I write notorious facts, which I am able 10 
verify ; and I can truly ſay, had I quitted this 
Iſland any time this laſt twelvemonth, or were I 
to do it yet awhile, before the Iſland was bleſſed 
with more protection, and wiſer, and more 
loyal, and more active directors than I could 
commit the charge of it to, in my abſence, now 
refiding in it, the ſame would almoſt, imme- 
diately, become a ſcene of Charib and Negro 
war and bloodſhed, and would fall under the 
dominion of France.“ While I do remain here, 
I will ſtill do my duty; and hope the ſame aſſi- 
duity which has hitherto preſerved, to his Ma- 
jeſty, the Colony, will be able Mill to do it; 
truſting alſo, that your Lordſhips cannot be 
long (eſpecially if ſuch authority as I requeſt to 
inveſtigate facts and accounts ſhould be ſent out) 
in knowing the true character and unwearied | 
zeal for his Majeſty's ſervice, f 
Your Lordſhips moſt obedient, &c. c. 


* He had it been 15 me perſonally to have left to 
others to have incurred that odium, ever attached to the loſs 
of poſſeſſions often difficult to be preſerved, and circumſtanced. 
as I was, not attended to, nay deſerted, quite impoſſible. 
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St. Vincent, Oct 27, 1778. 
My Lokps, 


HEREWTITHA I have the honour, by 


a private ſhip I learn is to ſail for England in a 


few days from Grenada, to ſend a duplicate of 
my contingent account for this government; 
the original of which, as alſo the ſundry 


vouchers for the ſame, were forwarded by the 


Weymouth packet ſome days fince. 
As I have never yet had the honour of receiving 


any inſtructions from your Lordſhips, relative to 


this account, or the manner of certifying the vouchers, 


I am ſtill left totally ignorant wherein conſiſts 


the informality which has occafioned your 
Lordſhips to proteſt any of my bills; and as 


many payments on ſaid account cannot be ſuſ- 


pended without abſolute ruin to the Colony, and 


ſtill, if poſſible, more accumulated diſgrace on 
the credit of Government, I am, by your Lord- 


ſhips total filence, left, nay I may add com- 


pelled, not only to continue to make ſome few 


drafts on your Lordſhips, to thoſe who, know- 
ing the juſtneſs of the cauſe for which the ſame 


are made, will riſk the receiving them, but I am 


alſo 


„ 

alſo left to vague conjecture to know how to 

alter and amend the mode of having the vouchers 

certified. This, my Lords, I have had done in 
the fulleſt manner, and according to the beſt of 
my judgment, for the credit and honour of his 
Majeſty's meaſures and government here, and to 
fave that from the ruin in which your Lordſhips 
have plunged me. May ſuch certifying anſwer 
the purpoſe of giving (until your Lordſhips 
ſhall pleaſe to point out a more proper mode) 
que credit to thoſe few bills already drawn, and 
duly adviſed of for the September quarter by the 
account, now encloſed; and your Lordſhips 
will obſerve was due to me in balance on the 
19th inſtant, the ſum of 32951. 118. 11d. ſter- 
ling. This balance has accrued only by the re- 
fuſal of every perſon in this Iſland either to take 
| bills or make any of the neceſſary payments on 
laid contingent account; and by my being ob- 
liged to borrow money of every perſon I could, 
on my poor remains of private credit, to make 
the indiſpenſably neceſſary payments; and 
thereby prop, as well as I can, in this Iſland, 

the falling fabric of public credit and bills on 
your Lordſhips; and to what ſtate that has been 
reduced, I need only point out to your Lord- 
ſhips the following politive facts: 

The evening before laſt an expreſs boat ar- 
rived here, bringing me ſundry diſpatches from 
Lord George Germaine and the Lords of the 
T4 Ad- 


* 

Admiralty ; and which alſo brought ſundry 
other diſpatches, directed for his Excelleney 
Lord Macartney ; all of which arrived at An. 
tigua in the Endeavour man of war; and as Ad- 
miral Barrington was then on a cruize, theſe dif. 
patches could not be forwarded by him ; and 
the Gentlemen of Antigua, as well as the Cap. 
tain who brought them out, thinking that, at 
this particular time, they might be of the ut- 
| molt importance, and ought not to be delayed, 
7 roms the Treaſurer of the land, Mr. ran alſo one 
of his Majeſty's Council there, and another 
Gentleman, agreed with the Captain of a ſmall 
craft, to bring both to me, and to Lord Macart- 
ney, theſe his Majeſty's diſpatches ; and as the 
capture of Dominica, lying in the exact track to 
theſe Iflands, deterred moſt Captains from ven- 
turing, theſe gentlemen were obliged to agree 
for thirty Johannes, one moiety to be paid him 

by me, and the like by Lord Macartney. 
The man, my Lords, came, brought the dif- 
patches, and found his Majeſty's Governor then, 
as he is at this hour, unable to command that 
| ſum, either on the public credit of bills on your 
Lordſhips, or from his own private funds or | 

credit; theſe latter ſtrained to their utmoſt, in 
order to enable him to make the payments con- 
tained in his contingent account now forwarded ; 
leaving him, as it has repeatedly done, without 
ten guineas for uſe of his daily houſe expences; 

and 
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and he was obliged to requeſt Lord Macartney to 
pay the whole of the above named agreement for 
the expreſs-boat.* 
Here, my Lords, I need not give a ſtronger 
proof than my poverty, (during a ſeries of the 
moſt unremitted private economy) to prove the 
integrity of my conduct, and the due application 
to public uſes alone, of the money I have been ob- 
liged to draw for on the contingent account; 
which. if it has appeared very high, or that 
great part of it ought to have gone and been 
charged in another line, your Lordſhips have 
only to recollect the various juſt reaſons I have 
formerly given for the one, and your Lordſhips 
total filence in giving me a Airełtions as to the 227% 


gy | 
* His Lordſhip not chuſing to pay it, as being no part of 
his contingent bill, my agent, Mr. John Smith, of Antigua, 
paid it; and to him, in his accounts annually ſworn to be- 
fore a Maſter in Chancery, I have long ſince allowed itz 
yet have I not been able, to this hour, to get this article al- 
lowed me; the late Auditor's objection being, that the Cap- 
tain's receipts ought to be given in, and that my charge of, 
and receipts for it, with all the authenticities above recited, 
and accompanying it, is no voucher. Whereas the Captain's 
reeeipts cannot, with propriety, either be given up or now 
had. It is my agent's youcher for his having paid it; and | 
if delivered up to me, Rill more if delivered to their Lordſhips, 5 2 
payment might a ſecond time be called for it from 7e or Cas 
which muſt be made, as we ſhould have no diſcharge to pro- | 
duce, TI call on all regular accomptants to contradict this 

poſition if they can with juſtice do it. 


T2 Once 


( 27S ) 
Once more, my Lords, let me repeat nine. 
tenths of the work done was ordered by my pre. 
deceſſors, and I found going on, and was un. 
happily obliged to ſee paid. 
All that has been done will, on inſpection, be 
found to have been abſolutely neceſſary for the 
ſafety of the Iſland, and for the health and lodge. 
ment of his Majeſty's troops. 
And the expences of theſe have been en— 
creaſed from five hundred to even, in ſeveral in- 
ſtances, one thouſand per cent. by that advance 
in the price of materials, which the American 
war occaſioned. 
And that the ſame war, and the conſtant at- 
tempt of theſe Rebels to not only land on the 
coaſts of this government for plunder, (happily 
always by vigilance defeated) but alſo with de- 
ſign to ſtir up the Charibs to annoy the ſettle- 
ment, together with the imminent danger the 
ſame run, in the late runaway negroe rebellion, 
by me ſo fortunately quelled at my own repeated 
_ perſonal riſks and fatigue; but yet accompliſhed 
without loſs of his Majeſty's troops, joined to 
the certainty I was under of that French war 
which has fince taken place, and of whick I re- 
peatedly, and duly advertiſed his Majeſty's Mi- 
nifters, rendered the completion of thoſe works 
and defences {even under all the diſadvantages 
of advanced prices) the more ane ne- 
ceſſary. 
Add 


: 
47 


( 279 ) 

Add, my Lords, again to theſe, among many 
other numerous juſtifications I could adduce, 
that my commiſhon, and general inſtructions, 
dire# me to render ſecure the government en- 
truſted to my charge; that ſundry letters from 
his Majeſty's. Secretary of State for the Colonies 
direct me to do the ſame; and that I either could 
not fulfil my general duty, or obey particularly 
thoſe orders, but by continuing to compleat 
thoſe abſolutely neceſſary defences, and other 
public works. 

That of theſe every new ſettling Colony, cut 

out of the woods, although in that infant ſtate 
of inferior value, yet requires a much larger 
proportion of expenditures and works, although 
done at a much greater expence than is neceſ- 
ſary, or is incurred in an old ſettlement. 

And that this Iſland, peculiarly unhappy bath 
in its cloſe vicinity to the French Iſlands, and in 
containing ſo large a body of diſaffected, inimi- 
cal Charibs, requires neceſſarily even a double por- 
tion of all theſe precautions and ſecurities, to 
what any other even new ſettlement would. 

I have been obliged, inſtead of paying, to 
certify ſome demands, ſome for ſalaries, &c. 
due to his Majeſty's ſervants, ſome for other 
equally juſt demands, formerly paid by the con- 
tingent account; this has happened from the 
parties themſelves not chuſing to take drafts on 
your Lordſhips for their demands; and from 


T 4 others 
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others refuſing to buy ſuch bills, to enable me 
to pay caſh for ſuch. As this, however, until 
otherwiſe provided for, muſt be done, or all 
appearance of, and reſpect to government, be to- 
tally given up here, I this day have the honour 
of drawing on your Lordſhips, value twelve hun- 
dred ninety-five pounds eleven ſhillings and 
eleven pence, as per particulars underneath, be. 
ing part of the balance of 32951. 11s. 11d. due, 
on the 19th inſtant, from your Lordſhips to me, 
and which will be negociated poſſibly through 
the neutral Iſlands, in order, if poſſible, to pro- 
cure caſh thereon to pay workmen for ſmall bills 
delivered; and others, although having larger 
juſt claims, will not accept of ſuch bills in pay- 
ment, 
Once more, my Lords, let me point out the 
complicated miſery and deſtruction your Lord. 

' ſhips, by a proteſt of theſe bills, will bring not 
only on the bona fide holders of ſuch bills, given 
for ſuch purpoſes, but totally of all faith, re- 
ſpe and credit due to government and to indi- 
viduals confiding in that, how peculiarly neceſ- 
ſary it is, (at this critical time eſpecially) not 
totally to annihilate ſuch public credit, muſt, I 
think, forcibly ſtrike your Lordſhips, and ſe- 
cure the payment of theſe drafts, and ſuch others 
as I may make, as ſparing as poſſible theſe will 
be, your Lordſhips may be aſſured, but of which 
I cannot avoid making ſome, until I receive 
| other 


( 281) 
other directions, à how otherwiſe to diſcharge the juſt 
demands on, accuſtomed to be paid by the con- 
tingent account: which demands, I am happy to 
inform your Lordſhips, are now much reduced, 
not only from the dread of non-payment for any 
work, ſhould it be executed, but from a more 
general completion of what was neceſſary to be 
done. | 


I have the honour, &c. &c. 
As no ſuch directions ever were given me, I repeat that 1 


could not but hold myſelf ſanctioned in purſuing the ſame 
mode, nay almoſt forbid any alteration of it. 


bay (No. XV.) 
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St. Vincent, Jan. 16, 1779. 


- My Lonps, 


I HAVE the honour of acquainting 
your Lordſhips of my having made the drafts 
as per particulars underneath, on the contingent 

account. The Chriſtmas quarter, for which | 
forward by this conveyance to your Lordfhips 
Secretaries ; the balance of which, your Lord 
ſhips will ſee, remains to me 17221, 18. 7d, 
ſterling. 5 9 
Surely, my Lords, I need not repeat how | 
ruinous this is to me, without Colony ſalary, or 
receiving any of my Engliſh one ſo long ſince minut- 
ed on your Lordſhips books, and this in addition 
to the proteſt of my bills for expenditures, 1 
again, my Lords, repeat, on his Majeſty's ac- 
count; and ſo indiſpenſably neceſſary, that had! 
neglected doing what I did, I ſhould juſtly have 
incurred his Majeſty's and his Miniſters higheſl 
blame, and this Colony been, as Dominica 1, 
in the enemy's poſſeſſion: the truth of which, 
would the other important bufineſs of Govern- 
ment permit your Lordſhips to make full enqui- 
ry about, you would be fully aſſured of, and * 
4 a0 


(0233) 
and my conduct in this Government would re- 
ceive that applauſe and thoſe thanks juſtly due. 
[ truſt the packet, long and hourly expected, 
will bring me full ſatisfaction reſpeQtiag theſe 
matters, and will alſo inform me of ſome new 
contract, or other mode of ſupply of proviſions 
for the troops *, the diſtreſs concerning which, 
ever ſince the laſt contract expired, has been 
| dreadful, and mutiny often nearly the conſe- 
quence : the troops having been often, as at this 
hour, quite without proviſion, from the precarious 
ſupply able to be given them here, whilſt ſo total 
a ruin of credit for public purpoſes, how ne- 
ceſſary ſoever, ſubſiſts, and which if not re- 
moved by the credit of bills on your Lordſhips, 
on the contingent account being reſtored, there is 
no ſaying what will be the extent of the evil. 


I have the honour, &c. 


Alas! I repeat, none ſuch ever were ſent me. 


No. XVI, 
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( No. XVI. ) 


St. Vincent, July 27, 1779. 
My Loxvs, 


THE unfortunate events which have 
happened fince I did myſelf the honour of writ. 
ing to your Lordſhips on the 3d of June, having 


unavoidably thrown my papers into ſome con- 


fuſion, (as I was obliged on the landing of the 
French to pack up theſe in the moſt expeditious 
manner, and in ſuch packages as I could firſt get) 
I am not quite certain whether duplicates and 
triplicates of my letters of the iſt and 3d of 


June were forwarded to your Lordſhips, I there- 


fore now do myſelf the honour of ſending ano. 
ther copy of theſe, and have the honour of fur- 
ther informing your Lordſhips of the draftsto 
the uſe of the contingent account of this Go- 
vernment, as per particulars underneath. 

It has been with great difficulty I have known 
how to act, or how, fince the capture of this 


iſland, to diſcharge thoſe demands which were 


due againſt the contingent account: in ſome in- 
ſtances, however, I have done this, by giving 


certificates of what was due to individuals, ſpe- 


cifying how the demand aroſe. In other inſtan- 
1 | Ces, 


( 285 ) 

ces, and where the party would accept of 
pills on your Lordſhips, I have given ſuch, which 
are mentioned in the liſt of drafts annexed here- 
to. To other perſons I have been obliged to pay 
| wy 0201 caſh, and by ſo doing, I can affure your 
Lordſhips, have often left my wife and ſelf lite- 
rally, as at preſent, without common neceſſaries, 
although priſoners of war in a place in which I 
had ſo lately had the honour of holding ſo diſ- 
tinguiſhed a poſt ; but this miſery, penury, and 
private diſgrace, my Lords, I have choſen to 
endure rather than his Majeſty's honour and the credit 
of bis Government ſhould ſuffer * by demands on the 
contingent account being left unpaid whilſt I had 
five guineas to apply in diſcharging ſuch: yet, 
my Lords, in ſpite of this, there ſtill remain ſome 
demands againſt that account, not many, I con- 
feſs, which I have yet awhile been unable to diſ- 
charge, and which I ſhall endeavour to get per- 
ſons to furniſh caſh on bills to diſcharge, or ſhall 
pay out of any private funds of my own I may 
be able to command; this, my Lords, however, 
will then increaſe that balance which your Lord- 
ſhips, by the account now tranſmitted will find 
is at preſent due to me, and for which I muſt do 
myſelf the honour to draw on your Lordſhips to 
replace ſuch my advance, 
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* What did this RE WY perſevered in to the laſt 1 
ſhew, but a diſintereſted zeal for my King and Counter y, which 
ſwallowed up every private conſideration ? 


I muft 
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I muſt here beg leave once more to obſerve to 
your Lordſhips, that a great part of the contingent 
bill is obliged to be paid in c, to the parties 
who have the claims againſt this; and whg 
either will not, or cannot, receive bills on your 
Lordſhips ; bills muſt be drawn payable to per- 
ſons, or the friends, or nominees of ſuch per. 
ſons, as will advance caſh on ſuch ;* and even 
this method often failing, I am obliged to raiſe 
caſh on my private credit, and to make my private 
draits on my friends and correſpondents in ſuch 
proportions as I can pet theſe bills taken for; 
and then, to replace theſe, I muſt draw on your 


— 


* The reader is entreated attentively to confider how im- 
practicable it is, that each draft could exactly correſpond 
with each voucher ; for although ſome few perſons, having 
demands on the contingent account, would ſometimes re- 
ceive it in bills on their Lordſhips, others would take bills 
only for part, and have caſh for the reſt, whilſt moſt others 
neither could nor would be paid but in caſh. How was this 
to be done but by caſh, furniſhed by merchants, &c. wanting 
to remit bills to England, or furniſhed by my private funds? 
But the quarter's accounts gave credit for every draft drawn 
in each quarter ; and the aggregate of the youchers for ex- 
penditures will be found uniformly not only fully to account 
for all the drafts, but almoſt invariably to leave (as at this 
moment) a conſiderable balance due to me. This I was en- 
abled to do by money raiſed on my private credit, and con- 
pelled to do it by that of government failing, by their Lord- 
ſhips proteſts, of the bills drawn for public ſervices ; beſides, 
vide the extract of their Lordſhips minutes in the Appendix of 
July : 766, where they ſaw the neceſſity, and authorize to 
negociate ſuch bills. | 


Lord- 
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[ordſhips, payable to ſuch perſons refiding often 
in England, who have done, or will do honour 
to, and pay ſuch my various drafts, by which 
[ have diſcharged the demands againſt the con- 
tingent account. I therefore muſt entreat your 
Lordſhips to ſhew that honour which is ever 
juſtly due to my drafts, and that theſe may be 
paid; for although no particular voucher can 
accompany ſuch drafts, yet theſe will ever be 
found in the contingent accounts, tranſmitted 
o have credit given for each; and in thoſe ac- 
counts will be found proper vouchers for every ar- 
ile that will admit of having ſuch. 
As every bill I have ever done myſelf the 
honour of drawing on your Lordſhips has been 
under the above predicament, and as I have' 
never heard from your Lordſhips on this ſubject, 
ſuch of thoſe as may unfortunately be returned 
unpaid by your Lordſhips, I will ſuppoſe muſt 
come out from ſome miſtake ; and therefore: 
hall direct thoſe to be again ſent to your Lord- 
ſhips, and ſhall give any certificate the holder 
may require, to ſhew in what quarter's account 
de ſame has been paſſed, in which, or the ſub- 


ſequent quarter's account, the proper vouchers 
for it will appear. 


4 have the honour to be, &c. &c. Kc. 


(No. XVII.) 
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(No. XVII.) 


| St. Vincent, Aug. 6, 1779. 


IT would be difficult for me to en. 

preſs the accumulated diftreſs to myſelf and 
wife which the balance due to me from your 
Lordſhips on the contingent account at preſent 
occaſions, eſpecially fince the unhappy capture 
of this Iſland, which prevents totally any pet. 
ſons whatever chuſing to advance one farthing 
on bills drawn on your Lordſhips, on the con- 
tingent account, however juſtly due: This, 
am obliged to acquaint your Lordſhips, 'leaves 
me abſolutely without common neceſſaries, a 
- Priſoner of war, and in an enemy's country; and 
this at a time that your Lordſhips, by the June 
quarter's account, and vouchers duly tranſmitred 
to your Secretaries, will ſee there fill remains dit 
0 me a confiderable balance on ſaid account; for part 
of which (and ſtill further to enable me to pay 
off ſome ſmall demands on your Lordſhips, ſtill 
due on ſaid account, in ſuch ſums, and to ſuch 
perſons under great diftreſs, and who, therefore, 
would be ruined did they not receive the amount 
of their juſt claims) I have done myſelf the ho- 
Nour 


nour of drawing on your Lordſhips of this date, 
payable to his Excellency William Matthew 
Burt, or order, value two hundred and fifty 
pounds, —I have made the drafts in that man- 
ner (tranſmitting it to his Excellency Governor 
Burt, from the impoſſibility of my procuring it 
here, and earneſtly requeſting him to get me the 
| cxſh thereon) not barely the amount of this 
draft, but a ſtill further ſum is due to me from 
your Lordſhips, as will appear by the accounts, 
and the very accurate and particular vouchers 
ſor all receipts and expenditures, (ſhewing how 
re WM ſuch balance has ariſen regularly tranſmitted to 
r. your Lordſhips Secretaries: Therefore, circum. 
np ſanced as I am, without common neceſſaries, 
n- Wl oving in part to ſuch balance being due to me, 
I! vill not, my Lords, even for a moment, doubt 
but the honour due to theſe drafts will be given, 
and theſe paid, as alſo ſuch others as I ſhall be 
obliged to draw for the yet remaining balance; 
and of which your Lordſhips ſhall, when made, 
receive regular advice from him who remains, 


With great reſpect and eſteem, 
Your Lordſhips obedient, 


Humble ſervant, 


VALENTINE MORRIS. 


U | No, XVIII. 
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( No. XVIII.) 
Auguſt 17, 1779. 


P. S. Iam obliged, from the impoſſbi. 
lity of procuring caſh, ſince the capture of the 
Iſland, to further draw on your Lordſhips, value 
461, ſterling, to pay my Secretary, ! „Mr. Weltlield, 
the balance due to him for his ſalary, which 5 
draft ſpeciſies, and which will appear in the 
next account, J ſhall have the honour of tranſ. 
mitting to your Lordſhips, cloſing what ſmall 
matters yet remain of the contingent account. 


* Both theſe drafts have been fince 8 "Ps and paid by 
V. M. himſelf. | 


CON CTL. 
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CONCLUSION. 


T TAVING now cloſed my official correſpon- 
11 dence with Miniſters, I muſt be candid 
enough to confeſs I believe, that the total inat- 
tention to the accumulated wants of this Iſland, 
and the harraſſed fituation of myſelf as Governor, 
which, in juſtification to myſelf I have been 
forced to lay before the public, did not proceed 
from any particular neglect of the former, or 
perſonal contempt of my remonſtrances, but the 
Leviathan of Government, had even the moſt 
_ conſummate human wiſdom guided it, was, at 
that time too unwieldy to move with requiſite 
celerity to each remote corner of our then vaſt 
Empire ; too bulky to pervade all the various 
ramifications of its widely extenſive parts; too 
diſtant from each other for all its eventual 
wants to be either foreſeen, or properly attended 
to. 1 

The. unparallelled powerful combination of 
foreign enemies; the fatality of our arms in 
America and Europe; with the very powerful, 
unremitting, and, however, in many reſpects 
reſpectful, yet, let me add, implacable oppoſi- 
tion at home; which hung like a millſtone about 
U 2 dhe 


ſ 
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the Miniſter's neck, not barely clogged, but 
often quite ſtopped every wheel of government, 
and made it a more than Herculean labour to 
hold the reins of adminiſtration, or guide pro- 
perly its vaſt machine. 

To this general calamity and the conſequent 
confuſion, I unbappily fell a fignal victim ; but 
ſurely the ſtorm long fince happily ſubſided, 
private and public integrity demand that I ſhould 
enjov ſome ſhare of the bleſſings of that calm 
which now has ſucceeded, and my being granted 
(all I aſk) that juſtice due to every individual. 

The preceding pages have, I preſume, prov- 
ed beyond all poſfibility of doubt, that my con- 
duct during my government of St. Vincent's, 
deſerved protection and applauſe, inſtead of 
morrification and neglect: I performed a very 
arduous and complicated duty, with a moſt zea- 
lous and active fidelity —and ruin has been my 
reward. 1 

But it is not my wiſh to criminate, where 
criminarion is not immediately neceſſary to my 
own juſtification; and it has been a great mil- 
fortune to me that one Adminiſtration find it an 
irkſome duty to ſettle a ſeries of tranſactions 
which took place under the authority of an- 
other. What I have ſuffered by official delays 
will be conciſely ſtated in the courſe of theſe 


recapitulatory obſervations, with which I haſte 
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to conclude the painful but neceſſary labour of 
my narrative, 

The difficulties which I encountered on enter- 
ing upon my official character as Governor of 
St. Vincent's, and the regular aggregate increaſe 
of them during my adminiſtration, have already 
been mentioned, but in terms by no means ade- 
quate to their unhappy reality. My correſpon- 
dence determines with the moſt undeniable evi- 
dence, that an upright attention to the line of 
my duty, and zealous exertion of my abilities in 
ſupporting it, and a patient perſeverance in con- 
tinuing it, were the projecting features of my 
official conduct. 

On entering the career of my duty, I conſider- 
ed with the moſt anxious attention every means 
by which I might encreaſe the growing advan- 
tages of a Colony ſtruggling under the uſual diſ- 
advantages of every new ſettlement, under the 
additional one of its inhabitants having purchaſed 
uncleared foreſts to form into eſtates, thereby 
exhauſting thoſe funds which would have been 
better, and I will be bold to ſay ought to have 
been, employed in clearing their wooded poſſeſ- 
fions, contributing thereby to that healthineſs ſo 
neceſſary for ſettling Weſt India Eſtates, yet ſo 
ſeldom preſerved in thoſe latitudes, giving alſo 
ſecurity to a colony (till groaning under the ac- 
cumulated afflictions with which the late deſo- 
9 lating 
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lating Charib war had unavoidably oppreſſed it, 
and daily expoſed to a renewal of ſuch horrors, 
and hoping by ſuch means to add to the general 
proſperity of my country, I divided my attenti. 
on between the various objects of, internal regu- 
lation and the critical fituation' of the iſland, My 
local knowledge of the Weſt India cultivation 
and manners enabled me to for orm a proper judg- 
ment of one; my ardent Zeal os unremitted per- 
ſeverance qualified me for the other, and in ſpite 
of a moſt determined and powerful oppoſition on 
the ſpot, and deſtitute of all ſupport from home, 
I was not unſucceſsful in either : the iſland flou- 
riſhed under my adminiſtration *. 
Being inſtructed: by the Secretary of State for 
the American department not to bring his Ma- 
jeſty into any diſputes with the Colony, I did 
not propoſe or inſiſt upon the Aſſembly's grant- 
ing me what all Governors are entitled to, a Co- 
lony ſalary, nor the unpopular ſubject of raifing 
the four and a half per Cent. duties, though my 


* At the time of my being named to the government af 
St. Vincent's, the American war was commenced, I then fore- 
faw, and foretold Miniſters, from indubitable' circumſtances, | 
that it would be followed by a rupture with France; nay, | 
from the earlieſt period pointed out the precife time it was by 
that Court intended to take place. I boaſt not the gift of 
prophecy, but I claim the merit of obtaining the moſt correct 
ee 


Engliſh 


1 

Engliſh ſalary was to iſſue from them x. In con- 
ſequence of the firſt, I was early promiſed the con- 
tinuance of my ſalary of Lieutenant Governor 
iu the iſland ſhould appoint me one as Governor in Chief, 
which it never did. This, after all deductions, 
was about 3491. per Annum, and the caſual emo- 
luments of Government, except the commiſſions 
taken out as under a new Governor, were not 
more at firſt than 200l. per Ann. and this was all 
[ had to ſupport the dignity of my character, 
and to practiſe a becoming and expected hoſpi- 
tality, in a place, where, in moſt inſtances, the 
common articles of conſumption are four or five 
times, and in ſome fix or eight times as dear as 
in England. 

The moment I took poſſeſf on of St. Vincent's 
as an independant Government, I found myſelf 
barrafſed with a great variety of demands for 
payment of money on account of different public 
ſervices, begun under my predeceflors in office, 
and whoſe expences had been hitherto placed in 
the contingent account of Grenada, to which, 


For my conduct in the courſe of this buſineſs the Secre= 
tary of Stare communicated to me the honour of his Majeſ- 
ty's particular approbation. Vide in the copy of the mi- 
autes of the Treaſury of the 2 5th of en 1781, a recital 
and acknowledgement of this. | 
| + Videin the Appendix the Minutes of the Treaſury of 
Auguſt 25th, 1781, the copy of Lord George Germain' let - 
ter of the 5th of September, 1776. 


Me: till 
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till this period, St. Vincent's had been ſubordj. 
nate; but it was now, unhappily for me, to have 
contingent account of its own, and not finding x 
ſhilling for his Majeſty's uſe on the iſland, I raif. 
ed the ſums immediately wanting on my own ſe. 
curity, and drew on the Lords of the Treaſury, 
as the Governors Melville, Fitzmaurice, Ley. 
bourne, and Young had done before me, and 28 
Governor Hay, Lord Macartney, Governor Shir- 
ley, and Governor Burt, my neighbouring and 
cotemporary Governors then did; and as their 
Lordſhips minutes of November 1764 directed, 
vide in the Appendix, demanding at the ſame 
time, as I continued to do to the end, the in- 
ſtructions and commands of the Lords of the 
Treaſury to correct me if wrong, and to favour 
me with their ſentiments as to the future mode 
of my correſpondence and official connexion with 
them. | 1 | 

Their Lordſhips paying no attention to my 
reitcrated requeſts, I had a right to, and did con- 
| fider their filence as a favourable acquieſcence in 
the propriety of my proceedings with their 


Board“, and continued therefore to tranſmit | 
quarterly 


* Moft happy in finding this opinion in full conformity 
with that of his Majeſty's Firſt Lord of the Treaſury, who 
in the buſineſs of Mr. Haſtings in May, 178g, acknowledged 
his acquainting the Eaſt India Company with his meaſures, | 
and receiving no orders diſapproving or countermandin g ſuch 
Was 


G 
quarterly accounts as uſual, the rates of ex- 
change theſe were made at, with the vouchers 
neceſſary to authenticate my expenditures, and 
to ſecure the payment of ſuch bills as I ſhould 
draw upon the Treaſury in conſequence of it.— 
For ſome time my bills were paid with due re- 
gularity, but at length, without giving me any 
previous notice, or aſſigning any reaſon, they 

gan to refuſe payment of them, even while the 
balance was very conſiderable in my favour, and 
coatinued to ſuffer their being returned proteſted 
to the Weſt Indies as long as I continued to draw, 
without condeſcending to tranſmit me a fingle 
word of inſtruction, reproofy or prohibition, 

To gloſs over, if poſſible, with ſome ſhadow 
of plauſibility a conduct ſo unjuſtifiable, it was 
by ſome of my enemies ſuggeſted, for alas! who 
is totally without ſuch, that I ated with too 
much precipitancy, and relied too much on my 
own judgment, eſpecially with regard to the de- 
tences and batteries ordered: to this I reply, that 
were the facts true, my commiſſions authoriſed 
me to judge of the expediency, and what I in 
conſequence might do, even wrong, could be at. 
worſt only an error in judgment, which their 
L ordſhips might at any time have corrected by 
making known to me their pleaſure ; the repeat- 


was authority for his conduct, as Alence after due notice to 
thoſe who had the power to controul, was certainly acquie 
eſcence and approvation. | 


ed 
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ed opportunities I by my communications paye 
them ſo to do, nay, the frequency of my entre. 
ties for their advice, ſtand fully manifeſted through 
dut my official correſpondence, muſt alone acquit 
me of theſe futile charges, even did J not call into 
aid the teftimonies which the minutes of my 


Council, aff-odras alſo the letters between the 
Commanding Engineer and myſelf in whatever 
regarded his line, by which nothing can be 


more manifeſt than the frequeney of my conſu]- 


tations with both, and their ſenſe of the neceſ- 
ſity of ſuch meaſures “; let me further once 


+" FRM obviate a ſeeming inconſiſtency in juſtifying my con- 
duct in erecting any defences for the iſland on my own judge- W 


ment, by ſometimes ſaying there was no chief engineer to the 
Government of St. Vincent, and yet at other times, as in 


this inſtarice, appealing to the chief engineers recommenda- | 
tions and plans; it is neceſſary to obſerve that Capt. Morſe | 
and Lieut, Nepean, both very eminent in their line, were 
engineers of Grenada Government, and of courſe whilſt St. 


Vincent was an appendage to that, frequently inſpected and 


planned ſuch works in this iſland, as they bad likewiſe done 


at Dominica before its being ſeparated alſo from Grenada; 
to which, however, after the ſeparation, other diſtinct en- 
gineers were appointed, which was neglected to be done in 
England for St. Vincent: this neglect of my ſuperiors I al- 

ways endeayoured to remedy by availing myſelf of the abilt- 
ties of thoſe gentlemen whenever their duty in Grenada Go- 


vernment permitted them to come to St. Vincent, which al- 


though they ſometimes did, yet was it not frequently, a con- 


duct which although originating in my zeal for the ſervices 1 


might without explanation miſlead the reader. 


I more 
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mote call to fecolle&tion the honourable ſand ion 
of what I did in that reſpe& receive, by the 
French General and Engineer's having, on their 
making the conqueſt of the iſland, maintained 
and occupied all thoſe defences and batteries I 
had cauſed to be made, whilſt they abandoned 
or demoliſhed almoſt every one done before my 
time. 

Aſtoniſhed at, and unable to account for ſuch 
z conduct in the Lords of the Treaſury, I wrote, 
implored, and remonſtrated to their Lordſhips 
and the Secretary of State, from neither of 
whom I received any kind of ſatisfaction or hopes 
of relief. Their filence on this ſubje& I natu- 
rally conſtrued as a tacit acknowledgment of the 
exhauſted ſtate of the Treaſury, and of the juſt- 
neſs of my remonſtrances, more eſpecially as I 
was favoured with frequent official orders to pro- 
cure all poſſible intelligence from the French 
iſlands, and to put my own in the beſt poſſible 
ſtate of defence and protection; ſtill, however, 
without receiving any adequate ſupply of troops, 
arms, amunition, or proviſions, while the non- 
payment of bills drawn for fervices the moſt. 
efſentially requiſite, and moſt ceconomically per- 
formed, brought a moſt mortifying diſcredit 
upon Government, encreaſed the exiſting dif- 
ficulties of providing for the neceſſities of his 
Majeſty's ſervice, and forced me, as the only 
means left of propeonc the Colony, to perſonal re- 
ſponſi- 
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ſponſibility for money advanced on the faith of 

Government and the urgent ſupport of it. 
It will be painful for the humane and patrio. 
tic reader to be informed, that for many of theſe 
proteſted bills I was ſued at St. Vincent's during 
my government, with every poſſible circumſtance 
of diſgrace, being unwilling, from my regard 
to the laws, to make uſe of any power as Gover. 
Nor to have ſuſpended the operation of the Court: 
and after its capture, at Antigua; nay, in the 
latter iſland, where I had not the protection 
of my office, I was threatened with impriſon- 
ment, and with difficulty evaded it. For others | 
of them, with the intereſt and accumulated 
charges of the proteſt, a part of my effects were 
levied upon and ſold; ſo that to ſtop the progreſs 
of further executions, I was compelled to give 
| ſecurities that affected the whole of my proper- 
ty in the Weſt Indies ; which, I muſt, again re- | 
peat, was on account of money advanced by me 
for public expenditure made in the line of my duty | 
and my office, and in pofizive obedience to his Ma- 
jeſty's commands, My Engliſh eſtate having 
been voluntarily conveyed to truſtees for the pay- | 
ment of my Engliſh creditors, I was deprived | 
of all benefit whatever from that part of my pri- 
vate fortune, while the four and a half per Cent. | 
duties, from whence my Engliſh ſalary was to 
iſſue, were, for political reaſons, forbidden to be 
demanded, and the Colony ſalary waved by me, | 
it 
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in order not to embarraſs his Majeſty's meaſures ; at the 
me time that the bills I drew on the Treaſury 
were refuſed payment, and no anſwer made to 
my remonſtrances; no promiſes of future ſup- 
port, —NOt a word of inſtruction was afforded me. 

In this fituation I was aſtoniſhed and diſtreſſed, 
but not caſt down; I loved the ſeat of my duty, 
| ated under the pureſt impulſe of patriotic re- 
gard for it, and while thoſe men, whoſe office it 
was to nouriſh and protect it, ſeemed, as it were, 
to forget that it was a part of the Britiſh Empire; 
| devoted myſelf and the wreck of my private 
fortune to its welfare. Though powerfully and 
factiouſly oppoſed there, from the rigid and 
active performance of my duty, though deſtitute 
of the ſupport I merited, and ſo repeatedly ſoli- 
cited from Miniſtry in diſcharge of that duty; 
though my bills on Government were as con- 
ſantly proteſted as they were drawn, and my 
private ſecurities exhauſted in raiſing money for 
the public ſervice—the iſland improved, and its 
cultivation encreaſed ®, 

By a continual and active vigilance I preſerved 
the iſland more than once from the attacks of the 
enemy; and when it fell, though I had but a 


* 'The amount of its produce the year my 8 0 
place, was from twelve to 1500 hogſheads of ſugar; and it 
would have furniſhed, in the year of its capture, near 7000, 


beſides other articles; and was then in an N e ſeater of 
produce, 


— 


mere 
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mere handful of troops, not half the numb 
falſely ſtated in the Gazette, without amunition 
for the defence of an hour + ; notwithſtanding [ 
was unſupported by many, and even covertly 
oppoſed by ſome of the Coloniſts themſelves, 
though my forward ſpirit was repretſed » Curbed, 
and, whereyer it could be, thwarted, by others 
whoſe duty it was, and whoſe inclination it 
ſhould: have been, rather to have fallen by my 
fide, I gained a capitulation as favourable as the 
moſt ample means of defence could haye ventur, 
ed to demand, A capitulation which occaſioned 
the ſevereſt reprimands and threatened the hea- 
vieſt diſgrace to the commanding officer who 
granted it, and drew down on me and my family 
that treatment from Monfieur Durumain, the 
French Commander in Chief, which is mention- 
ed at large in my letter to Lord George Germain 
on the capture of the iſland “ . Even the French 
Gazette officially declared on upouncing the 


+ 1 had, a to the returns ar bg u 
25 7 Mnquiry, ſomething under never goo 285 20 poſts, which 
were neceſſary to be maintained. At e ſame time the Al: | 
ſembly had refu/ed to paſs a law to embody the militia, and 
denied his Majeſty's right to call forth the force of the Iſland | 
for its defence; ſome of them openly ref{/ting ſuch legal pre · 
rogative. The London Gazette, which related the capture | 
of St. Vincent's, with a falſhood very unjuſt to me, however 
neceſſary it might be to exculpate others, wich given me num - 
ber of troops to be 464. 
See the Gazette, page. 


capture 
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capture of St, Vincent's, “ That if the activity 
« of the Governor had 1 5 ſupported, and his 


« orders qbeyed, the ſucceſs of the expedition 


« would have been very doubtful *. The ene- 


mies of my country, in every ſtage of my govern» 


ment, did me juſtice, and ſome of thoſe, men 
of the higheſt rank, who are ready to acknow- 
edge that their hoſtile deſigns have been often 
fruſtrated by my zealous vigilance and ſteady 


fdelity, have viſited in a confinement, to which 
the formal injuſtice and unfeeling delays of that 


Government for whom ſuch vigilance and fide- 
lity were exerted, had configned me. 
After many almoſt inſuperable. difficulties, and 


a ſad ſeries of private calamities, brought on me 


by ſtanding in the gap to ſave the honour of go- 
vernment, and preſerve the Iſland of St. Vincent 


to the Britiſh empire, I at length arrived in 


England ; and finding that my conduct on the 


ſurrender of the Iſland to the French arms had 
been miſrepreſented, and ſome doubts thrown i in 


a public manner upon that tranſaction, I ſoli. 
cited a Board of Enquiry to be inſtituted for the 
purpoſe af examining my conduct on that OCcas» 
fon, After much hefitation on the part of go · 
vernment, and infinite perſeverance on my own, 
a Board of General Officers was named to that 


*Y1ide in the Appendix the Extract from as Gazetts of 
the day after taking the Iſland, in which they pen me 
Fapitulation, and at the end of the Articles, 


pute 


* 
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buſineſs. Their report of the 13th of April was 
everyt! ng I could wiſh; it repreſented to his 
Majeſty, that my conduct, on the attack and 
capture of the Iſland of St. Vincent, deſeryed 
his royal approbation, and that of my country, 
In ſhort, to uſe their own language, that it bad 
not only been irreproachable, but meritorious, 
Vide this report in the St. James's Chronicle of | 
the 12th of May 1781; as alſo in moſt other pa- 
pers then, 

This buſineſs, and a very im nportant one it was 
to me, being incontrovertibly determined, I 
preſented myſelf to the Board of Treaſury, and, 
with the moſt unſullied hands, delivered my pe- 
tition to be fully, and immediately examined on 
that part of my conduct, as Governor of St. 
Vincent, which was connected with that depart- 
ment ; and, according to the event of ſuch exa- 
mination, however rigorous it might be, I aſked | 
to be paid what was due to me, to be reimburſed | 
what J had advanced, to receive my falary, of 
which no part had been paid me; and ſome 
compenſation to be made me for the ſervices 1 
had performed, the diſgrace T had undergone, and 
the loſſes I had ſuſtained in my official capacity. 

This petition was referred to the Secretary of 
State for the American department, who exa- 
mined my accounts; and, after various expla- 
nations demanded of, and ſatisfactorily given by 
me, returned them to the Treaſury, with the 
9 | moſt 


c 


1 | 
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moſt favourable report, purporting © that there 


« ere vouchers for the whole of the expenditures ; and 
« that they included an expedition againſt the 
© rebellions, runaway negroes, which was un- 


“ dertaken by me with great ſpirit and alacrity, 


« and, by its ſucceſs, prevented very great miſ- 


© chiefs to the inhabitants of St. Vincent's, - 


« &c. &c,” Teſtifying, at the ſame time, the 
neceſſity, and public utility, of the expenditures, 
and encloſing extracts and copies of letters, 
proving that I had been authoriſed | to incur. 
tem? 

An opportunity oreſents itſelf, at this whites; 
to mention a circumſtance which ought not to 
be omitted. After the Court of Enquiry already 
mentioned, . had, on the 13th of April, made 
their favourable and applauding report of Go- 


vernor Morris's conduct, it was the Royal e | 


ſure that the General Officers who compoſed it, 
ſhould take into conſideration the conduct 1 
Lieut. Col. Etherington, touching the ſurrender 
of the Iſland of St. Vincent; and to declare their 
opinion, whether it afforded ſufficient ground 
for the trial of that Officer by' a General Court 
Martial. 


The following 8 from their W , 


report of the Zoch of April, is deciſive on 
that particular, as well as confirmation of Go- 
ernor Morris's condutt: 


* | © We 
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e We think it proper here, in juſtice, to ob. 
& ſerve, that the Governor appears to have been 
« jnclined to reſiſt, with ſpirit, the attack of 
ce the enemy on the 16th of June, 1779, if he 
* had been well adviſed, and properly ſup. 
6 ported.” EPS ny | 
 « In regard to Lieut. Col. Etherington, we 
ec are ſorry to expreſs, that there appears to 
& have been a want of zeal and activity in his 
4% conduct, unbecoming an Officer commanding 
{« his Majeſty's troops; and that the military 
c ſervice was carried on by him in a very un- 
« ſoldier-like, and ſlovenly manner; and that 
« there is a ſtrong preſumption that the Gover- 
« nor had given his orders to Lieut, Col. Ether- 
6 ington, immediately on the enemy's landing 
« on the 16th of June, 1779, to ſend for the 
“ troops from the out-poſts, which orders do 
ce not appear to have been obeyed,” _ 
& And we are therefore of opinion, that 

e there are ſufficient grounds for the putting 
„ Lieut, Col. Etherington upon his trial by a 
« General Court Martial, in order that the 
ce matters objected to him may be examined 
Re upon oath.” 
88 Signed, | | 
Tos Gacs, Lieut, Gen. 
WILLIAM Tryon, Major Gen. 
EDWARD MATHEw, Major Gen, 


The 
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credible, but the fact is ſo, that notwithſtanding 
this report of ſuch reſpectable and well- inſtructed 
General Officers, ſuch official meaſures were 
taken, or rather neglected to be taken, reſpect- 
ing the trial of Lieut. Col. Etherington, that 
the whole buſineſs became a mere mock trial, to 
the diſgrace of the ſervice, the diſhonour of go- 
vernment, and the aſtoniſhment of every one 
who was in the leaſt concerned in, or acquainted 
with the circumſtances of it. on 

Let me, however, cloſe this with the, to my- 
ſelf equally pleaſing, as honourable remark, 


macy, friendſhip, and, I am bold to add, eſteem 
of the three reſpectable gentlemen above-named, 

who fat as my Judges ; the firſt, General Gage, 
repeatedly, in his own family, and among his 
connections, to which I appeal, ſaid, that the 
more intelligence he received from the Weſt- 
Indies, of the tranſactions there during the late 
war, the more he ſaw my conduct, as a Gover- 
nor, praiſe-worthy, even adding thereto expreſ- 
hons of commendation too flattering to be re- 
corded by my own pen. Happy alſo am I, that 
the perſonal refidence of the latter, General Ma- 
thew, in thoſe latitudes, firſt as Commander in 
Chief of all the troops there, and fince, and to 


K | him 


The ſhameful and mortifying part of this 


tranſaction remains to be related. It is almoſt in- 


that, to this moment, honoured with the inti- 


this moment, as Governor of Grenada, gave 


CV few ii. aw * 
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from the want of a tenth part of it, I was taken 
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him opportunity of being equally informed and 
convinced of the propriety of my official con- 
duct, fortunately ſecuring to me the continu— 
ance of the friendſhips of all theſe gentlemen, 
On his Lordſhip's return of the accounts, the 
Treaſury, ſo far back as the twenty-fifth of 
Auguſt 1781, ordered the Auditor of the Impreſt to 
allow the ſalary of 12001. per annum, alſo the ſums 
charged for barracks, out. poſts, public works, hoſpi- 
tals, Sc. but demanded explanations relative to 
ſloop hire, the charge of a Commiſſary, pre- 
ſents to Charibs, ſecret ſervice money, &c, &c, 
for which I gave immediate anſwers. Theſe an- 
ſwers the Lords of the Treaſury acknowledged to be 
fall and fatisfaftory ;* and, in conſequence of 
them, on the 29th of March 1782, ordered the 
Auditor to allow the articles in queſtion as 
Cravings on my account, 

At this period, for want of that money which 
was, bona fide, due to me from government ; nay, 


into cuſtody, and hurried to confinement, where 
I was detained on account of ſeveral bills, drawn 
officially on the Lords of the Treaſury, for pub- 
lic ſervices, ceconomically performed, and ac- 
knowledged to. be duly vouched; to the addi- | 
tional ruin of my fortune, and the great injury 
of ſcveral bill-holders, who had advanced the 


* Vide the Extracts from theſe Minutes in the Appendix. 


money 
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money for the ſervice of Government, on its 
faith and creed, and under the ſanctions and a u- 
thorities which I have ſo often mentioned. But 
to encreaſe my diſtreſs, and to exclude, as it 
were, from all hopes of obtaining juſtice or li- 
berty, the Auditor, in conformity, as I ſuppoſe, 
to the uſual forms of his office, and acting, per- 
haps, under ſuperior directions, which the ex- 
iſting neceſſities of Government might require, 
went into the buſineſs at large, as if it had not 
already been inveſtigated by the Secretary of 
State, or the Lords of the Treaſury ; and, by 
ſuch an unjuſtifiable delay, has cauſed a very 
cruel prolongation of my diſgrace and ſufferings, 
Nevertheleſs, I was obliged to ſubmit, and re- 
plied to all his various objections ſo long fince 
as November 1782, in a manner which I am 
bold ta affert was convincing, and concluſive. 
The cavils of that gentleman's office, and which 


If only the roth part of the arrears of my falary, about 
which there could be no doubt, as the Lords of the Treaſury 
had ſpecifically ordered it to be allowed, had been paid me; 
I ſhould have eſcaped this diſgrace of impriſonment, and all 
the varied calamities and loſſes which have been brought on 
me by that unmerited misfortune. But this is not all ; ſo 
well were my perſonal creditors diſpoſed. towards me, that any 
thing would have pacified them: An. authentic afſurance 
given me by Government, that I had. conſiderable claims 


upon it, and that they would be. dj Charged at ſome, Ze ew 1 OBE" 
ut 


period, would have been ſufficient to preſervdme from, 
even this favour J ſolicited in vain. 


X 3 EL l be- 


* 
I believe him officially bound to make, were, 
however, for my puniſhment, deſtined to be 
endleſs ; and his Report of July 8, 1783, ftill 
reſerves the dilatory, ruinous, but, I ſuppoſe, 
preſcriptive right, of making freſh objections, 
| even if thoſe he had already made and remade ſhould be 
| fully anſwered. This, ſurely, was the very tyranny 
of delay, of which I have been the public vic- 
q tim. In my buſineſs, vouchers, which had al- 
ready been admitted by the Secretary of State, 
and the Board of Treaſury, were cavilled at, and 
rejected; whereas, at former periods, ſome ac- 
. counts that I could name, by no means poſſeſ- 


ſing the ſanctions belonging to mine, have been 
—_ paſſed, while others have known the ſame happy 
fortune, wi: hut any vouchers at all, on the 
N plea of their being loſt. However right this 


N conduct might be in particular inſtances, it ne- 
| vertheleſs demonſtrates the peculiar injuſtice of 
puniſhing and ruining a man by perpetual cavil, 
and diſallowance, in proportion to his drhgence and 
| care in preſerving his vouchers under ſimilar circum- 
1 ſtances, and holds forth no flight inducements 
| to future remiſlneſs i in others. 
i Other contemporary Governors ſharing with 
( me the loſs of their reſpective governments by 
the common calamities of war, but having in no 
wiſe encountered ſimilar difficulties with myſelf, 
58 | have ſince deſervedly received as the rewards of 
1 their ſervices, more honourable and lucrative 
bo em- 


* 
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employments—whilſt I, alas! remain to offer a 
contraſt diſgraceful to my country *: though my 
zeal, activity, and uſeful exertions have been re- 
cogniſed by concurrent teſtimonies of his Ma- 
jeſty's Admirals, Governors, Commanders of 
ſhips of war, &c. &c. yet was I ſuffered to be 
dragged into confinement, from diſtreſſes brought 
on me by thoſe very ſervices, and left, by the 
dilatory manceuvres of office, to languiſh there 
for years, when I have hardly days to ſpare, Nor 
could I even in this hard ſtate of neceſſity obtain 
payment of my ſalary which is totally i: depen- 
dent of all contingent accounts, for which Par- 
lament had recently provided, an! of hich 
as Governor General of St, Vincent's upwards of 
three years, J have never received a ſingle far. 

thing Þ, 
Order Governors, as alſo Lieutenant Gover- 
nors, not f the iſlands only but of the continent, 
have been \ fortunate, according to general prac- 
tice, even "though, like myſelf, diſpoſeſſed by the 
enemy of their governments, to receive their ſa- 
laries till a freſh appointment, of another took 


ha Governor Shirley, the late Governor of Dominica, ap- 
pointed Governor of the Leeward Iſlands. Lord Macartney 
wat alſo appointed firſt Governor of Madras, and afterwards 
of Bengal, and has fince been rewarded with a penſion of 
1500l, 

+ By a vote of the Houſe of Commons of June, 1785, 
the arrears of the payment of Governors ſalaries were ſpect. 
ficially provided for. 
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place, or until the peace determined that the ſeat 
of their late command was vacated by Great 
Britain. 

Thus circumſtanced, I foon began to experi. 
ence the common inconveniencies of ſuch a ſitu- 
ation. I was without the means of ſupporting 
ſuch ſuits in law and equity as would have ſecur- 
ed to me a juſt ſettlement of the claims againſt 
me, or at leaſt retarded that ſucceſhve ruin which 
the delays of Government have brought upon 
me.— I had no means of interrupting its pro- 
preſs; Government thought not of me or my 
ſufferings, and the patience even of patient cre- 
ditors was exhauſted. If thoſe whom I had 
ſerved with fidelity refuſed to do me juſtice, how 
could I expect that thoſe who by their confidence 
in me and Government, had ſuffered peculiar in- 
convenience, would ſhew me mercy. 

Two of my valuable eſtates in Antigua were 
taken poſſeſſion of by the Aſſignees of a Mort- 
gagefor the whole nominal ſum of the original 
mortgage, and ſuppoſed large arrear of intereſt, 
when in fact, a comparatively very inconſidera- 
ble part of it was due, and by taking the ſame 
out of my own management, with the commiſ- 
ſion to be paid for conducting thoſe eſtates, an 
expence and loſs is incurred equal in three or 
four years, to the whole real exiſting demand on 
them. | 

Another very conſiderable eſtate i in that iſland, 


the ſeat of my nativity and that of all my re- 
main ing 
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maining family, has been forced to ſale under 
erery poſſible diſad vantage, for little more than 
10501. which, on the moſt accurate eſtimates, 
had frequently been valued at 22caol. ſterling, 
and often at favourable epochas, nearly to zooool. 
which, at different periods, * have been 
obtained for it. 

I muſt add another ions item to o this 
painful catalogue, My valuable, beautiful, and 
well known eſtate at Piercefield, in Monmouth- 
ſhire, deſcending to me from my father, the 
child of my fancy, and for ſo many years the 
ſubject of my creative attention, was alſo to be 
forced from me. This eſtate, fituate in a county 
and neighbourhood, which the moſt diffident 
modeſty will allow me to ſay, I had, in my pri- 
vate capacity as a country gentleman aſhduouſly 
ſerved, and conſiderably benefited this place, 
where I had for: many years lived 1n proſperity, 
reſpect, and credit, and where, after a right 


diſcharge of the duties of public life, I' had 


fondly hoped to have paſſed in tranquillity the 
years that might remain, and have breathed my 
laſt. This place was at length forced to ſale 
for 25 100l. for which, at former periods, the 
different ſums of 46000l. 470col. 48000l. and 
once of 52000l. had been offered. An event 
which would have been effectually prevented had 
received only an inconſiderable part of what 

Was 
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delayed the ſale of my property there for the be- 
nefit of my Government Creditors, to whom, 
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re- appointed to the Government of the iſland on 
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was then, and ſtill is, due to me from Goyern, 
ment. 

An accidental zttprüptien of the Courts of 
Law: i in the Iſland of St. Vincent's, long alone 


for the ſupport of Government, I had refigned 
the ſecurity of my private property; but the ac. 
cidental delays of the Law Courts of St. Vin. 
cent's have, however, been exceeded by the in- 
eidental ones of office in England, and this pro. 
perty has at laſt been transferred from me to the 
purchaſers of it. At this moment, alas! I wait 
in anxious and fearful expectation that the next 
diſpatches from the Weſt Indies may tell me that 


Theſe misfortunes, 1 with venture to aſſert, 
as I could readily prove, have all proceeded from 
my confinement. The iſland of St. Vincent's hay- 
ing been loſt by the caſualties of war, and, as it | 
has been proved, by my not being properly ſup- 
ported or obeyed, and having myſelf received the 
fulleſt and moſt authoritative approbation of my 
conduct on the unfortunate capture of it, in the 
common, I may indeed add, by the undeviating 
courſe of public proceedings, I ſhould have been | 


its reſtoration at the peace to the Britiſh Crown. 
5 „ 


* 

But at that period I was in confinement, and the 
poſt was given to another. 

This was the moment when misfortune ſeemed 

to have riveted itſelf to me. Had I returned to 
my government, no longer diſturbed by wars 
and rumours of wars, and ſupported as I ſhould 
then probably have been by that authority which 
js eflential to the delegated power of the Crown, 
| ſhould ſoon have recovered from all preced- 
ing diſtreſs ; by my vicinity to Antigua I ſhould 
ſoon have exonerated my poſſeffions there from 
the debts with which they were charged ; by my 
perſonal care of my eſtate in St. Vincent's, I ſhould 
have ſoon brought it into a very profitable ſtate 
of cultivation, and by ſome well timed moderate 
payments, I ſhould alſo have been enabled to 
prevent the ſale of my eſtate at Piercefield, at 
leaſt under the accumulated diſadvantages, and 
at the inadequate price for which it was pur- | 
chaſed. In a few years I might have recovered 
from that abyſs of diftreſs into which miniſterial 
njuſtice had plunged me, and returned, if not 
in that ſtate of proſperity I had formerly known, 

at leaft with an independence which would have 
ſmoothed the pillow on which my latter ago 
might be deſtined to repoſe, 

Another, and very mortifying circumſtance. 
yet remains to be related. From the marked in- 
attention of Government to me, in my ſituation, 


the world was juſtified in ſuſpecting the rectitude | 
of 
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the Treaſury A demanded juſtice, ſupplicated 
tavour, and pleaded my wants; I addreſſed my- 


of State, the Maſter General of the Ordnance, 


Nevertheleſs my accounts are unſettled, my 


of thoſe public departments with which I am 
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of my claims upon it, under the weight of 
which, however undeſerved ſuſpicion, I mug 
bave ſunk but for the ſupport of conſcious rec- 
titude and innocence, and the kind comforts ad. 
miniſtered by moſt affeQionate family connec. 
tions, and ſtill ſome few unprejudiced friends. 

During my long confinement, urged as I was | 
by misfortune, and goaded by neceſſity, I pre. 
ſented memorial after memorial to the Lords of 


ſelf allo to the different Firſt Commiſſioners of 
that Board; I intruded myſelf on the Secretaries | 


and the Commiſſioners of Public Accounts, 


claims are not yet diſcharged, my falary is not 
yet paid. Law is accuſed of tardy progreſs ;— 
to my ſorrow I have found that it is ſwift of foot, 
when compared with the heart-breaking delays | 


connected, and to which I have for years been 
looking for relief and conſolation, 
I conſulted not my own intereſt ; had I done 
it, the language of ſupplication would not have 
eſcaped me, ] ſhould not now have been depreſſ 
ed to the neceſſity of this narrative. As Gover- | 
nor of St. Vincent's no confideration weighed | 
with me but a right diſcharge of my duty, Who 
can accuſe me of conſulting my own advantage 
3 e when, 
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when, without perſonal parade or extravagahce 
of any kind, nay, with a marked and rigid eco» 
nomy, I retired a ruined man, although born to 
an ample fortune, from a poſt which is thought 
to poſſeſs conſiderable advantages, and might 
have been made extremely lucrative. Juſtice 
was my great object, as my government regard- 
ed individuals; an encreaſing and ſecure culti- 
vation as it related to the ĩſland committed to my 
care; general protection and proſperity as it re- 
ſpected the empire at large. In every undertak- 
ing for the ſervice of Government I exerted an 
economy Which I offer as an example to every 
ſervant of the public. Whether I was employed 
in public-works, in the purchaſe of materials, 
the procuring of proviſions, the fitting out of 
veſſels, or any other ſervice of Government, I 
attended not only with a moſt ſcrupulous inte- 
grity, but proportionable economy to the pub- 
lie neceſſities, and can boldly challenge a com- 
pariſon with any ſervant of the Crown, in ſimi- 


lar employment, and under the Preſſure of ſimilar 
duties 5 


In 


T6 point out every inſtance would be to ſwell a note to 

a volume, yet I am ready to do it ſhould the fact be queſti- 
oned: let it ſuffice to ſay for the preſent, that at this altar 1 
ſacrificed my own private urgent wants, and thoſe of my 
eſtate, which, on that account, were often totally neglected, 
The materials neceſſary for building which were brought 
to the iſland, when once in the poſſeſſion of the Store-keepers 
| | 3 
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be bought for the uſe of Government, which obtained, by 
theſe means, the articles it wanted at a very reduced rate. —At 


that they would furniſh Government with what it wanted at 


for 3ol. currency the thouſand, I paid to the —— for 


at a very lucrative price, I conſidered as a cramp to trade, 
and therefore never exacted a ſhilling for them. 
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la the emoluments of my office who can a6 
euſe me of extortion ? I ſhould rather aſk WO 
is there that will not allow me a moſt diſintereſt. 
ed ſpirit of moderation * ? What ſubje& of 
informa- 


in the towns, could not be obtained but at an exorbitant 
price: I therefore ordered, by my agents, entire cargoes to 


other times, when this conduct gave umbrage to, and was 
complained of by, the ſtorekeepers who profeſſed wanting 
ſuch cargoes, I waved the continuance of it, on condition 


the rate of what they paid for the whole cargoe : nay, in one 
inſtance, while boards, &c. for public ſervice were obtained 


the ſame materials for my own uſe 381. 
+ The let-paſſes for droguing veſſels, which I had found 
eſtabliſhed by my predeceſſors to be renewable twice a year, 


For the permits to quit the iſland, which, in the neighbour- | 
ing Governments were largely paid for to the Governor, and 
renewed on every freſh departure, I never demanded a far- | 
thing from the Engliſh ſettlers 3 and ſuffered the French ſet- 
tlers to pay no more than my Secretary's fee of 48. 3d. in 
order to tnake an entry, and keep a regiſter of the ſame; 
which was done chiefly to check the departure of the latter, 
and to know, for political reaſons, the reſorts and haunts ofa 
ſet of men, whoſe connections and alliances might naturally 
lead them to too frequent, if not pernicious intercourſe w it 
the French iſlands. | 

I gave the office of Clerk of the patents, ever deemed an 
appendage to the Governor's office, and uſually given to wo 
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"formation have I paſſed by „What uſeful ſug- 
geſtion have I omitted ?- What labour have 1 
ſpared? — What riſque have I not run? — What 
mortification have I pot ſuffered ?—-Let my whole 


official 


firſt Secretary, thereby ſaving his ſalary at leaſt, to a reſident 
inhabitant of the Colony, becauſe he was ſuch, added to his 
being a man of integrity, loyalty, and with a large family. 

For the grants of lands, I was guided in my fees by the 
moſt moderate examples of which I could procure documents 
from the other Governments; and although theſe examples 
authoriſed me to double, nay even to quadruple them in pro- 
portion to the quantity granted to any individual, yet, in no 
inſtance, did I take, or permit to be taken, more than the 
fingle fees, and in many inſtances, where the circumſtances of 
the party were circumſcribed, I forewent the fees due to me 
as Governor, and in ſome inſtances, privately advanced the 
money to pay the other officers of the Crown their reſpediive 
demands. 

When the armed ſloop of my Government took prizes, or 
recaptured others, inſtead of appropriating to myſelf my ſhare 
as Vice Admiral, which I had an undoubted right to do, I 
paſſed that part of the prize-money to the cant of his Ma- 
jeſty in my contingent account. 

When I granted Letters of Marque to cruize againſt the 
enemies of Great Britain, inſtead of making them ſeparate 
againſt each of the powers then at war with England, and 
receiving ſeparate fees, as was practiſed in the other Govern- 
ments, I included under one commiſſion the authorities to act 
againſt all the different hoſtile powers, for which I neither re- 
ceived more fees than for one; and even the fees for this ag- 
gregate Letter were ſcarce half of what was paid in the other 
Governments for each ſeparate authority: nay more, I made 
the commiſſion to be in force during the war, and the good be- 

haviour 


plete this little work, which I truſt will be 


twentieth part of the emoluments which are e gained by others | 
in poſts fimilar to my own. 


a diſpute with the Afembly, I never enforced the payment 
of the four and a half per cent duties, although I had been 


order to avoid any meaſure which might alienate or ſour the 


5 
official correſpondence teſtify. My domeſtic rei 
poſe has been deſtroyed ; my character has been 
ſuſpected, my fortune already impaired, threat. 
ened with a total annihilation, and my health 
broken. My life, indeed, though it has been 
ſometimes riſqued, and which perhaps I could 
have beſt ſpared, is {till left me, but with ſcarce 
a defire to live beyond the period that may com. 


found to bear a favourable teſtimony of me. 
Though this language may wear the colour 
of vanity, it is the voice of truth that utters it. 
The foregoing pages ſupport, and the misfor- | 


hawviour of the party ; whereas, in other Governments, and | 
particularly Antigua, the ſame was in force only during a 
cruize, which might ſometimes only laſt but a few days, or 
even hours, when the divided commiſſion was again to be re- 
newed ; ſo that I may be literally ſaid not to have reaped a 


In order that I might not riſk the engaging his Majeſty i in | 


ur, Aured, that, on obtaining them, my Engliſh ſa- 


4 
5 


authoriſed, and with univerſal 1 Op for my ö yet, in 


minds of the Members of the Aſſembly, and thereby impede 
or embarraſs the deſigus of Government, I never demande 
any Colony ſalary; thus remaining a fingular example of a 
King's Governor in Chief, without either an Engliſh or Co- 
lony ſala ry. | | 


tunes 
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tunes I have ſuffered, demand the animated juſ- 
tification I offer. If there ſhould be any who 
have thought me tedious in my ſtory, I muſt 
entreat them to believe that I have conſulted the 
convenience of my readers by curtailing many 
circumſtances that I wiſhed to have enlarged, 
and by omitting others that I anxiouſly longed 
to inſert, But if my former proſperity was 
contraſted by my ſucceeding misfortunes ; if the 
miſery of a long confinement, and the ſorrow 
which ariſes from hope being deferred not only 
from day to day, but from year to year, be 
thrown into the account, it would ſurely become 
a matter of ſurprize that what I have written in 
my defence contents me. 

Though it may be a kind of tautology, it 
cannot be improper for me, in this place, to 
call the reader's attention to a ſummary account 
of the many cruel diſadvantages which I have 
experienced, and to which I owe the ſubſequent 
diſtreſſes which I have ſuffered, and am ſtill 
doomed to ſuffer. 

For want of my orders having been obeyed 5 
the commander of his Majeſty's forces at St. 
Vincent's, in the number of troops to be kept at 
the windward poſts of Oya, Rabacca, La Colo- 
nerie and Bayabou, (a fact eſtabliſhed at the 
enquiry before the Board of Officers into the loſs 

5 . of 
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Poſts could be ſuccoured, nor the troops in the 
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keep quiet the Charibs, ſuccour the capital, and, 
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| . 
of St. Vincent)* the enemy were induced to 
land part of their men in that part of the coun- 
try ; and the Charibs encouraged, as well as en. 
abled, not only to rife and join them in carry- 
ing; by aſſault, the poſt of La Colonerie and 
Bayabou, in their march to join the reſt of the 
enemy landed nearer the capital, and to reinforce | 
there with eleven hundred of their men, but alſo 
to leave a further number behind to prote& 
their own country, and to befiege the two poſts | 
of Oya and Rabacca within their timits : 

For want of that road of communication be- 
tween the leeward and windward part of the 
Iſland, fo carly, fo ſtrenuouſly, and fo often re- 
commended to be made, none of the windward | 


leeward part of the Ifland march, to awe and | 


by putting the enemy between two fires, encou- 
rage the planters, give me additional ftrength, | 
and probably have ſaved the Iſland ; as, in ſuch 
caſe, the Charibs would not have dared to riſe, 
nor the enemy to have landed in their country : 
without both of which aids to their landing, the 
Iſland probably would not, at that rae, bare 
been loſt: 


* Reference may EA made to thoſe proceedings, a and thebotk | 
of orders of that Hand, 


For 
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For want of troops to occupy the poſt called 
Byre's redoubt, built by me on a ſingularly ad- 
vantageous ſpot; and for want of inclination in 
the inhabitants to do it, the Charibs were er- 
abled with ſecurity, and unſeen, to march their 
forces through the woods, and over the great 
ridge there, and by pouring down upon all the 
ſettled country, ſtrike univerſal terror and diſ- 
may into all the inhabitants“: 

For want of Crook's W near the capital, 
being entrenched, or otherwiſe fortiſied, long 
foreſeen by me as a place eaſy of acceſs and great 
danger to the town, and pointed out by me to 
the Legiſlature as the preciſe ſpot of which the 
enemy would avail themſelves ; but, though 
entreated by me, was peremptorily refuſed by 
Mr. Crook, the owner, as well as the Aſſembly, 
to have it ſecured ; + ſo that the enemy made 
their landing good there, without moleſtation, 
within two miles of the capital, when they exer- 
ciſed a kind of political juſtice on Mr. Crook, by 
{tripping him almoſt naked, and plundering his 
works and dwelling houſe, in their march to the 
town: 


* This will be acknowledged by every :nbabitant then reſi 
dent on the Hland, 

+ Vide the original minutes of the Aſſembly officially and 
duly forwarded to the Secretary of State, the Governor's 
letters thereon to bim, and the copies of den fill in his own 


poſſeſſion. | 
Y2 | For 


F | 
For want of a ready obedience to my orders 
for occupying the heights between this bay and 
the town, which were diſtant from the latter not 
half a mile, and the troops not being marched 
out of the barracks for this important and criti, 
cal ſervice in leſs than two or three hours after 
receiving orders, when twenty minutes were 
amply ſufficient ||, the enemy got poſſeſſion of 
thoſe heights and completely commanded the 
town and its defences there, and immediately, 
a little above it, cut off and poſſeſſed themſelves 
of the battery ou Lee's point: 

For want of two very light field pieces, (which 
always ſtood at the barrack- door) accompanying 
the troops, notwithſtanding my poſitive orders 
for that purpoſe, the enemy were enabled to 
paſs a defile, where they probably might have 
been cut off had theſe field- pieces been brought 
up to have been placed, as was intended, to 
command the defile, and had the troops been 
in time, by occupying the heights above 5 
near the defile * ; 21 
For want of a Militia, for which the Am: 
bly refuſed to paſs a bill, without the Council 
and Governor would ſubmit to take from his Ma- 
zeſty the right of appointing the officers to it, 
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This appeared moſt incontroverti bly true, in the pro- 
cęedings of the Court of Enquiry into my ęonduct. 


* 'This was all proved at the Court of Enquiry 1 in dhe moſt 
folemn manner, 
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and veſting it with them; I was deprived of that 
conſtitutional uſeful aid to an infant weak Co- 
lony : 

For want of zeal, to ſay no worſe, of many of 
the inhabitants, and from the encouragement 
given them by the votes of the Aſſembly to pay 
no obedience to the King's Proclamation for 
array ing the force of the iſland, no Militia then 
exiſting, and calling the inhabitants to arms for 
its protect ion in caſes of ſuch peculiar emergen- 
cy as it then laboured under; from theſe cir- 
cumſtances, joined to a dread of the effects of 
Charib ferocity, and poſſeſſion of the mountain- 
ous acceſſes to the ſettled country] could not 
collect about me to repel the enemy, at no one 
time, above forty-four of the inhabitants, and 
moſt of theſe totally unarmed and clamouring 
for me to ſave their families and property by a 
timely ſurrender *: 

For want of more military force on the d, 
although repeatedly written for to his Majeſty's 
Miniſters, and deelared to be abſolutely requi- 
fite for the ſafety of the Oy 4, and, without 


7 The original minutes ot this body were day forwarded 
to the Secretary of State reſpeCting this buſineſs, 

* Variety of official documents might be produced in con- 
firmation of this account, nay, every reſident of the iſland, 
at the time, can atteſt the truth of it, 

+ My official letters contain a painful repetition of ſuch .. - 
policationg, 


which, 
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which, I declared the ifland muſt fall, there be. 
ing only 252 ſoldiers of all denominations on it, 
including the band of muſick ; many of the 20 
poſts which ought to have been maintained, 
were forced to be abandoned 4: | 

For want of that proportion of even thefe few 
troops, ordered by me to be at Kingſton Bar. 
racks, for though a return had that very morn. 
ing, and within half an hour of the enemy's 
landing, been made that there were 96 effective 
men there, only 44, including the band of mu. 
ſick, fifes and drums, appeared under arms to 
ſupport me to repel the enemy; and ſome of 
theſe were without firelocks, and ſeveral others 
with arms ſo defective as to be of no uſe, with 
great want of ammunition, &c. &c. * 
For want of that ſupply of arms and ammu- 
nition ſo repeatedly, yet ineffectually ſolicited, | 
and from the beſt arms having been ſupplied by 
Lieutenant Colonel Etherington to the troops on, 
and protecting his land, although far remote 
from the capital &; my interference in this par- 


4 See the returns as officially ſent to the Secretary of State, [ 

in wi letter on the capture of the iſland. | 

* Vide the official letter on the capture of the iſland, with 

the returns in my poſſeſſion, and the evidence produced at the 
Court of Enquiry, | | 

$ Vide the official correſpondence, and the evidence pro · 

duced at the Court of Enquiry, 
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ticular having been objected to on the grounds of 
its being a part of regimental detail * : 

For want of that morne-being fortified, which 
the Aſſembly refuſed to be at the expence of 
doing, which the inhabitants, though moſt car- 
neſtly ſolicited by me, refuſed to aid me in do- 
ing; and which, from the injuſtice of the Trea- 
fury in not paying my bills for ſimilar pub- 
lic ſervices, I was myſelf incapacitated from do- 
ing: I had no ſtrong hold to reſort to, where an 
handful of men might have held out till poffibly 
ſuccoured *. This defenceleſs, and then refrac- 
tory, Colony, therefore, fell to about 478 of the 
enemy's troops, joined by above 1100 Charibs 
in arms, ſupported by a general inſurrection of 
that numerous body of favages . _ 

For want of thoſe inſtructions ſo repeatedly and 
in vain written for, and without which it was 
impoſſible to know with preciſion how to act to 
avoid future cavil : | | 

For want of that fupport which ought to be 
given from the head of honour and command to 
all delegated authority, ſubordination could not 
be maintained among thoſe who ought to be 
under command : | 


* Vide the minutes of the Aſſembly on the occaſion, the 


advertiſements in the Colony Gazette, and the hand · bills dif- 
N by my order. 


t Vide my official letters on and after the capture of the 
iNand. 


x For 
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For want of all theſe the iſland fell. 
For want of a candid acknowledgemetit of 
this by thoſe who occaſioned it, this appeal to the 
public has, in common juſtice, become neceſſary. 
For want of bare juſtice, without recompence, 
how juſtly ſoever due, I have undergone a long, 
painful, diſgraceful confinement, to the ruin of 
my health, fortune, character, and peace of 
mind. And here let me be allowed, without, 1 
hope, the imputation of uſeleſs oftentation, to 
add a teſtimony in my favour, which J have the 
permiſſion to do, of a moſt reſpectable character, 
formerly filling, with equal general eſtcem as 
ability, the high departments of Chancellor, as 
alſo Preſident of the Council, Earl Bathurſt, and 
to declare from him, that, although in himſelf 
fully convinced of my deſerts, and of the inte- 
grity, vigilance, and propriety of my official 
conduct, to which he was ever ready to bear 
teſtimony, he had yet mentioned me and my 
affairs at the Treaſury to Lord Weſtcote, one of 
the Lords, who, ſpeaking to him of my official 
conduct, aſſured him he had aſſiduouſly examined 
my papers, accounts, &c. and was clear my 
claims on government were large, and moſt juſt, 
giving me a right to ſpeedy payment. 
5 1 am alſo permitted by that moſt worthy 
a Lord Dartmouth, I repeat hehe 
= Secretary of State, thus publicly to declare, that 


— 
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his opinion was, that my conduct had great 
| merit; 


1 
merit; that he had ever regarded me as a moſt 
zealous, active, diſintereſted Governor, Who had 
great claims on the public, to all which he was 
erer ready to bear teſtimony; whoſe fate and 
treatment he thought had been hard, and which 
he ſincerely lamented. Reader, pardon this diſ- 
play, which neceſſity, more than even perſonal 
vanity, compels me to make. 

Let me further add, that the Secretary of 
state, Lord George Germain, the ſecond in that 
high poſt, under whoſe inſpeQion and direction 
had been my official conduct, and who of courſe 
knew its motives moſt minutely, honoured it, I 
repeat, in like manner as had done his predeceſ- 
ſor, with his approbation; no flight and a very 
flattering proof of which, and of his regard to 
me, muſt appear from his honouring me with 
the continuance of his correſpondence ; his ſen- 
timents will appear in the copy of his letter to 
me in the Appendix, dated Feb. 25, 1783, 
written a conſiderable time after my public ca- 
reer had cloſed, his Lordſhip no longer in office, 
and on the re-appointment of Governors to the 
ſeveral Governments reſtored by the late peace. x 
—Some, although by no means all, of my claims 
to that juſtice, the reader is, by this time, ap- | 
prized of, our Siſter Nation was awake to, and 


ſenfibls of Gmilar ones; for the Iriſt. Houſe of 
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Vas a duty I owed to myſelf It is a duty I owe | 


Rs a >, 

Commons, in May 1785, on debates reſpeRting 
the navigation. board debt, agreed, “ that all 
© money which had been honourably and fairly 
& expended for the public ſervice, ſhould be | 
«© repaid with lawful intereſt from the time it 
«© was ſo employed, till paid.” A determina- 
tion which reflects honour on that auguſt Aﬀem. 
bly ; and to a nation not more diſtinguiſhed for 
its bravery and loyalty, than for its good faith, | 
I truſt I have proved my public expenditures 

were fairly and honourably made for he public 
ſervice. My countrymen, therefore, taught by 


dhe equity of a Siſter Kingdom, will, I hope, | 


follow ſo juſt a precedent as I have now quoted, 
and be politically as well as morally juſt ; for if 
men, after a conſcientious ſacrifice in their ſer- | 
vice, of all that is dear to them, are to meet 
only the retribution I hitherto have experienced, 
what a leffon will it not be in future to thoſe in | 
office, eſpecially when remote from the ſeat of 
Government, to make their own private intereſt | 


the firſt and great object of their concern, and, 


by amaſſing for themſelves money, per fas et ne- 
fas, put themſelves in a ſituation to protect their 
uſurpations, rather than hazard being obliged, 
like me, long 1 in vain to ſolicit payment of juſt 
rights. : 


I make no apology for this publiestich. lt 


to 
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to my country, Beſides the means it affords of 
private juſtification of my char; Qer as a faithful 
ſervant of my country, it may not perhaps be 
barren of public utility, Had I choſen to extend 
it further than was neceſſary for my own juſtifi- 
cation; had pique, or a deſire of gratifying pub- 
lic curioſity, impelled me, the field was large, 
and the materials I ſtand poſſeſſed of are ample, 
which I truſt the juſtice done to me, however 
late, may make unneceſſary to be produced. 
But I have done; my Sovereign and my Country 
are welcome to the faithful ſervices I have, in 
fulfilling the duties, of my public ſtation, per- 
formed ; yet may the injuſtice I have received, 
and the. fatal conſequences of it from the unfeel- 
ing, inſenſible Nate of all political, public cha- 
rater, with the official formal delays arifing 
from temporary neceſſities, end with me. I have 
known proſperity with the honoyrs and comforts 
of it; I have ſuffered adverſity with its ſad train 
of neglects and mortifications ; I have, however, 
with becoming fortitude, learned the leſſon of 
reſignation, and ſhall, while I live, endeavour 
to practiſe the duties of it. May ſurviving 
friendſhip ſympathize in my misfortunes | May 
the truths I now publiſh reſcue my character 
from undeſerved obloquy! May my country 
teſpect that conduct ever dictated by the 
moſt earneſt wiſh to ſerve it! And may my 
I IS ſufferings, 


{ 332) 
ſufferings, and the cauſe of them, ſerve as 
beacons to warn others from letting the warmth 
of their public zeal overheat their judgment, 
and make them inſenfible to the cooler dic- 

| fates of private prudence ! May they thus ef- 
cape that fatal wreck, not barely of their for- 
tunes, but alſo of their hope, health, character, 
and happineſs I have unhappily incurred, 


| go | Falix aum yaciunt aliena pericula cautum. 
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APPENDIX 


(DUPLICATE) 


Whitehall, O#. tb, 1774. 
SI R, | | | 
I HAVE received your letter of the 11th of 
July, and have laid it before the King, together with the 
ſtate of the iſland of St. Vincent encloſed in it. 
That ſtate contains a great deal of very important matter, 
and it is a ſatisfaction to me to find that you have taken ſo 
much pains, and have been able, in ſo ſhort a time to make 
'yourſelf maſter of ſo many uſeful facts; your obſervations 
manifeſt a laudable concern for the true intereſts of the iſland, 
xc. &Cs 35 | nz 

| I am, Sir, 
Your moſt obedient 


Humble Servant, 


DARTMOUTH. 


— 


Aa 2 2. $$, 


5 


| Whitehall, April «th, 1770 
8 I R. ee 


I HAVE lately received by the channel (as] 
ſuppoſe) of a private ſhip, copies of four letters from you, 
the originals of which are noted to have been ſent by the 
Packet, but have not yet come to my hands, 

Theſe letters are dated the 25th and zoth of December, 
1774, and 14th and 2oth of January, 1775; thoſe of the 
25th of December, and 14th of January, contain à wariry 
of uſeful! matter, and ſome propoſitions that will, I hope, at 

_ a proper time become obj ects of that attention they ſo well te 


ſerve, &. &c. Nee | 


Your moſt obedient 


Humble Servant, 


| | DARTMOUTH, 
Lieut. Gove Morris. 


(DUPLICATE.) 


p Whitehall, Fuly 5th, 177%. 
1 Fuly Stb, I. 


SINCE my laſt to you of the gth of April, 
I have received your ſeveral letters of &c. &c. 

Theſe letters not only contain @ great wariety of uſeful in- 
formation, but alſo many propoſitions for the advantage of 
the iſland of St. Vincent, that «vill deſerwe the moſt ſerious 
attention; but ſo much will depend in the conſideration of 
them upon the arrangement which his Majeſty may think fit 


3 | to | 


(29-2 
to make in conſequence of Governor Leybourne's death, that 


{ ſhall avoid for the preſent entering into ſo largeia field of 
matter, & Cc; &e. Ke. 


I am, Sir, 
Your moſt obedient 


Humble Servant, 


| DARTMOUTH: 
Lieul. Gov. Morris, 
JJ... aa 
2 June 23d, 1778. 
DEAR SIR,  _ ae Pill 


I HAPPENED luckily to be brand to Lon - 
don, Kc. Kc. having yeſterday ſpoken with Lord Dart- 
mouth fully on the ſubject of your buſineſs, I have the ſatiſ- 
faction to aſſure you that I find him much diſpoſed to give 
you marks of his approbation. I thinkin the preſent inſtance 
you muſt not expect more than the command of St. Vincent 
as a ſeparate government, but as I am ſure your active ſer- 
vices will continue to entitle you to further favour, I am per- 
ſuaded you will move to promotion as far as you may chuſe 
0 . ftaation- &C, &c. &e. 


I am, Dear Sir, 
: Your moſt obedient and 
Hertford Street. Faithful humble Servant, 


| GEO. RICE. 
Lieut, Gov, Morris. 


P 1 Minutes 


(3 ) 


Extract from the Minutes of the Lords of the T; reaſury, 
November 1764. 


THIRDLY, That if ſudden or unforeſeen emergencies 
ſhoutd ariſe, where it is abſolutely neceſſary that the fame * : 
ſhould be undertaken before his Majeſty's pleaſure can be | 
known, or the neceſſary ſums be granted by Parliament for 
that purpoſe, ſuch Governor or Commander in Chief may, 
in theſe caſes, draw upon the Lords of the Treaſury, | 
and on no other perſon whatſoever, ; 


The Lords made a Minute to write to General Gage and 
Governor Melville, and inform them, and their Lordſhips | 
apprehend great inconvenience from the power given to 
Military Commanders and Lieutenant Governors in America ? 
and the Ceded Hands to draw Bills on the Treaſury, &c. | 


Fuly 1855 1766. 


And in ſuch caſes as will not admit of delay, the Generals 
and Governors ſhall give to ſuch Commanders and Lieute- | 
nant Governors, bills on the Treaſury for the neceſſary ſums, 
and tran{mit an account thereof to that Board, &c. &Cc. &c. 
and ſuch Commanders and Lieutenant Governors are directed : 
to indorſe on ſuch bills the rate of exchange at which they f 
hall zegociate the ſame, 0 


Mr, Walker, 


* Any expence for the ſer vice of his Majeſty. 


©: 239-3: 


Alr. Walker, Lower Fſlate, Four o'Cleck, paſt, on Friday 
Morning, the 6th of September, 1770, 


May it pleaſe your Excellency, | 


TO believe me that it is with infinite concern 
that I think myſelf obliged to aſk a protection in your Go. 
vernment-houſe for my Government papers under your 
guard: I was attacked laſt night in Kingſtown at half paſt ' 
eight o'clock, and by ſome reſpectable people, or at leaſt 
deemed fo in this iſland, with threats and demands to reſign 
my commiſſion from his Majeſty, or to quit the iſland, This 
favours much of America, and I have judged it proper to 
ſecure all my Government papers and books; as to myſelf I 
have bcen obliged to give my parole of honour to give them 
a meeting at my office betwixt ten and eleven o'clock, which 
I intend to fulfill, for it is very immaterial to the King's ſer- 


vice whether I am made the victim of the mobs vengeance, or 


any body elſe, but I pray your Excellency's care of my pa- 


pers, and refer you for further particulars to my deputy, and 


the bearer hereof, Mr, Miller, and believe me t> be with ſin- 
cere reſpect, 8 5 


Yours, &c. &C, 


A. INGRAM, 
His Excellency Gov. Morris. 


p. S. 1 have not been in bed all night. 


Mr. : 


(340 
Mr. Walker's Lower Eſtate, near King ſton. 


| Sepr. 14, 1776. P. A. 
8 1 R, = | 

SINCE I had the honour of waiting on your 
Excellency this morning, I have reccived information that I 
am threatened with another attack ; and as you are about to 
leave the Illand,“ I beg for ſuch a guard, or protection of 
myſelf, Government books, papers, &c. either at the bar- 
racks, government houſe, or the houſe now in my poſſeſſion, 
and adjoining the government-ground, which ever your Ex- 
cellency ſhall think beſt, and moſt proper; but the latter I 
wiſh much for; and it will infinitely oblige 

Your maſt obedient, 
And very humble ſervant, 


ARCHv, INGRAM. 


* 


His Excellency Gov. Morris. 


Government-Honſe, Sept. 15, 1770. 
8 T R, f f 


IN anfwer to your letter of yeſterday, ac- 
quainiing me of your apprehenſions of a ſecond outrage be- 
ing intended to be offered to you; and not thinking your 
perſon and papers ſafe, and requeſting a guard for the ſame, 
I cannot help acquainting you, that I doubt you have taken 
vp theſe apprehenſions lightly ; for I cannot ſuppoſe it ſcarce 
poſſible that men can be ſo loſt to all order and decency, as to 
| do 


* This was a miſtake of Mr. Ingram, the Governor having no 
ſuch intention, 


1 


do ſuch things, eſpecially a ſecond time, and premeditatedly, 
when nothing but the effects of liquor can offer a palliative 
for the former. 

However, Sir, your papers may continue to remain at my 
office, where you have lodged them; and as there is a con- 
ſtant centinel at the corner of the office, and the guard - room 
ſo cloſe to it, theſe cannot be ſafer placed: the ſame guard 
alſo will be within call of your window, ſhould there be any 
occaſion for it, for yourſelf, which I m___ I cannot believe 
there will be. 

And give me leave further to add, that even ſhould you 
have ground for your ſuſpicions, which I am not acquainted 
with, I recommend to you to apply to a Magiftrate, and ac- 
quainting bim therewith, apply for that protection in a legal 
manner which the laws have ſo amply provided, without ren- 
dering the interference of the military adviſeable, but in very 
urgent caſes, and quhere the former method firſt tried has been 

found inadequate to that e to which 28 one has a 
juſt! claim. | | 


iS am, Sir, 
Tour humble ſervant, 
Archibald Ingram, Eſq. VALENTINE MORRIS. 
Receiver General of his 1 | 
Maj eſey 5 Quit Kents, 


RN a a Is : * 


Government-Houſe, Dec. the 29th, 1776. 
SIR, Wwe! 


I SEND this to acquaint you, that an Ameri- 
can armed veſſel of twelve guns, acoompanied with a ſmall 
ſloop mounting two or three guns, are now among theſe 


[flands, with intention to land and plunder where they may - | 


find it practicable. The larger veſſel was yeſterday evening 
Bb cdloſe 


342) : 
cloſe under the Union, and both quitted Martinique with a 
fixed intention of their commanders not to return, until they 
had accompliſhed their intentions. 

My intelligence, by two different expreſſes ſent, is ſuch 
that I can moſt ſtrictly rely on; therefore I cannot doubt, 
Sir, but you will take ſuch meaſures, on being acquainted 
with this, as you will judge proper to prevent the miſchief 

intended; at the ſame time I cannot help offering my opinion, 
that did you keep the windward of Becquia, you could'ſcarce 
fail meeting the larger veſſel ſo lately under the Union; and 
ſhould you ſend on ſhore at Kingſton, @ pilot, avbo underflands | 
accurately every paſſage between, and ſhoals among theſe Iſlands, 
ſhall be held in readineſs to go to you at a moment's warning ; 
and that no time may be lofi by ſending up to me here, the perſon 
ſhall be in readineſs at Mr. Duncan Campbell's, in the town of 
King ſton, | 

Wiſhing you ſucceſs, and hoping. to ſee you when your 
duty will beſt permit, 


I am, Sir, 
Vour obliged, bamble ſervant, 
VALENTINE MORRIS. 


v. 8. Five athar cruiſers will quit Marinique on the zoth, 
in order to cruiſe to the Southward, to intercept the expected 


fleet of merchantmen from England, deſtined for theſe 
Southern Iſlands, / 


Capt. Ardeſoif. 


S-1R, 
I JUST received. your Excellency's letter of 
this day's date; and ſhall, with all poſſible expedition, (after 


completing as much wood as will laſt the brig's complement 
bt . = «15,54; Wo 


( 343 ) 
three or four days) endeavour to come up with the pirates 
your Excellency has been pleaſed -to give information 
of, &c. &C> | 
I am much obliged to your Excellency for the offer of a 
pilot, &c. &c. 25 
Pelican, at Barrowll, I am, moſt reſpectfully, &c. 


Dec. 29, 1776, 
half paſt 3, afternoon, "JOHN PLUMER ARDESOIF., 


To his E xcellency Gov, Morris, 


dt. Vincent, Dec. 31, 1776. 
8 1K. 8 


I TAKE this opportunity, by Capt. Ardeſoif, 
of acquainting you, that five American privateers, or rather 
Pirates, were to be ready by the zoth inſtant, or within two 
or three days at lateſt of that day, to fail, in order, by cruiſ- 
ing in the neighbourhood of Barbadoes, and to the windward 
of theſe Southern Iſlands, to intercept the fleet expected from 
England. As you, Sir, may fully rely on this intelligence, 
I ſubmait to your jndgment whether 1 it would not be adviſe- 
able to endeavour, &c. &c. 

I am confident, Sir, it is ſuliczent to hint t to you the utility 
of a meaſure to be ſure of its being attended to. I have com- 
municated ſomething further to Capt. Ardeſoif to ſpeak to yon 
upon, and which I chuſe not to commit to paper; and ſhall 
add nothing further than the ſtrongeſt aſſurances "that his 
Majeſty's Captains may rely on every aſſiſtance and informa- 

ee tion 
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tion that may be within the power of my command, ſhould 
they ever call for, or ſtand in need of ſuch ; and moſt ſin- 
cerely wiſhing you the compliments of the ſeaſon, I remain, 
with eſteem, 

Sir, 

Your obedient, humble ſervant, 
VALENTINE MORRIS, 

Admiral Young. | | 


| St. Vincent, ng 4, 1777s 
My Lox, 


HAVING received advice the '29th of Dec, 
by expreſſes both from Martinique and St. Lucie, of the de- 
ſtination of ſeveral American privateers intended to ſail from 
thence between the 28th of December and the 2d inftant, 
among theſe are an armed ſloop, another a ſchooner, which 
were underſtood to be deſigned to plunder ſome of the Gre- 
nadines, the Union and Cannouan were particularly named. 
I firſt ſent to Admiral Young an account of thoſe deſtined to 
cruiſe to the windward of Barbadoes, in order to- intercept 
our expected fleet of merchantmen, intending to have done 
the ſame to your Lordſhip, of the ſloop and ſchooner ; but 
the ſame day receiving another expreſs from —, that an 


armed ſloop and ſchooner, both anſwering preciſely to the 


account ſent from Martinique and St, Lucie, had juſt then ap- 
peared amongſt the Iſlands, and were under the Union, I di- 
rectly ſent to Lieut, Ardeſoif, of his Majeſty's brig the Peli- 
can, who I learnt had then immediately appeared off, and 
was coming into Barrowli Bay in this Iſland, to defire him to 
repair directly among the above-named Iſlands, offering to 
aſſiſt with a party of ſoldicrs, a pilot, and a ſloop, fitted out 

| 3 as 


{ 
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as well as time would permit, he accordingly accepted theſe, 
and I put a Serjeant Corporal and twelve men on board his 
veſſel, &c. &C, | | YN 

A few days fince, at near ten at night, whilſt I was ill in 
bed with a fever, the Comptroller of our Cuſtom-houſe, Mr. 
Reece brought me a letter, he the moment before had recei v. 
ed from Becquia, by a boat ſent on purpoſe, ſaying, a large 
American floop had that day in coming into one of the Bays 
there run aground ; her loading appeared to be part rum, and 
- other commodities, taken in at Demarara, as the crew declared, 
and the latter informed that the people of the Iſland were 
plundering of her, and endeavouring to make. a wreck of 
her; which the Comptroller told me without the aſſiſtance of 
a military force, it would be impoſſible to prevent, and re. 
queſted a commiſſion from me with orders for proper aſſiſtance, 
to go and ſecure the veſſel, this I immediately gave him, and 
a Corporal and 18 men I ordered to accompany him: in con- 
ſequence of the aſſiſtance given, he got poſſeſſion of the veſ- 
ſel, and ſuch part of the cargo as had not been irrecoverably 
made away with, and J have directed her for greater ſafety to 
be conveyed to Kingſton Bay, there to wait your Excellency's 
orders, as having been made a ſeizure within the limits of 
your government, flattering myſelf that my conduct in this, 
as alſo in the firſt inſtance, will meet your Lordſhip's. appro- 
bation ; the urgency of both tranſactions, eſpecially as to 
time, having rendered it impoſſible I could give your Lord» 
ſhip previous timely notice to profit by the intelligence, which 
was conveyed to me from my vicinity to thoſe Iſlands, &c, &c. 


I remain with eſteem, 
Your Lordſhip's 
Moſt obedient, &c. &c. 


VALENTINE MORRIS. 
Lord Macartney. . 1 


Tobago 


1 705 ) 


Tobago, Fan, 26 
$18, e TR 
I RETURN your Excellency many thanks 
for your two very obliging letters of &c. &c. & c. I an 
much indebted to you for the trouble you have been ſo good 
as to take with regard to the ſeizure of the American veſſel, 
which was ſtranded at Becquiaz within my government, 
&c. &c. | 
I have the honour to be with great truth and regard, 
Sir, &c. &c. 


His Excellency MACARTNEY, 
Governor Morris, Sc. c. | 


SAINT VINCENT. 


Hufes, * March, 1777 | 
SIR, I 
I HAVE the honour to ſend you incloſed a 
return of the ſeveral batteries—poſts and platforms in this | 
Iſland, ſhewing the different pieces of artillery at each, and | 
What more they are capable of containing; by which it ap- 
pears, there are nineteen guns, and one mortar deficient | 
among the ſeveral batteries, and four guns at the polt of J 
Rabaca. | 

Ot the batteries 2xvo only have guard houſes and maga- 4 
zines, namely, that on the Old Woman's Point, and the 6 
one in Cumberland Bay: There is a magazine to one of the 
batteries in Queen's Bay All the other batteries upon ibe 
coaſt avant both guard-houſes and magazines, | f 


1 

3 
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With the ſwivels which lately arrived from England 20 
balls vere ſent, or any other Ordnance ſtores, than one hun- 
dred barrels of powder, and a fire engine, 

Nineteen of the twenty-three guns which are deficient, 
ſhould be eighteen pounders—ſmaller guns would be ill adapts 
ed to ſuch ſituations, as moſt of the batteries are placed upon x 
The mortar alſo ſhould be a large one The other four guns 
for the poſt at Rabaca, ſhould be four pounders, mounted 
on Ship carriages. 

Your Excellency is well acquainted with #he decayed 
and unſerwviceable fate of the gun carriages throughout the 
Jand, and I underſtand have ordered new ones to be made 
of ſome of the hard woods of the country. 

I have the honour to be with great reſpect, 
Sir, 
Lour moſt obedient 
and moſt humble Servant, 


His Excellency ROBERT MORSE, 
Governor Morris, Se. &: Co Commanding Engineer, 


St. Vincent, April 1th, 1777. 

SIR, + SRO p 7507 777. 
BRIGADE Major Brown, and Mr. Gottſhed, 
an officer of the both regiment here, wait on you to claim 
the ſloop Portia, in the ſervice of his Britannic Majeſty, in | 
this government, when taken by an American privateer, be- 
tween the 3iſt of March, and i1ſt of this April, and was 
ſent into St. Lucie, &c. &c. 

[ truſt, Sir, I need not trouble you with a recapitulation of 
the faith which is due to the treaties ſubſiſting between two 
nations, or the attentions that ſhould be reciprocally exerciſ- 

+: 0 


| | \ 
C995. 3 
| ed between powers in ſtrict alliance and amity, if they defire 
a continuance of the ſame, 
How far the conduct of permitting ſubjects in actual open 
rebellion, with one of theſe powers, to carry over even the com- 
mon captures they piratically make into the ports of the other, 
in ſtrict alliance with ſuch power, and there to permit them 
to fit, man, be furniſhed, and awned even by many of the 
| ſubjects of the ally, is conſiſtent with treaty, friendſhip, 7 
even common juſtice, I leave, Sir, to yourſelf to conſider, and 
flatter myſelf, no delay in the reſtoration of the floop and all | 
belonging to it, now claimed, (it not being mercantile, but 
actually as beforeſaid in the King my maſter's employment, 
and ſervice) will happen to further weaken thoſe bonds of } 
friendſhip avhich muſt be preſerved with ee attention, ta | 
remain laſting, &. 
I remain with all due regard, 


1 | | Sir, 
| Your moſt obedient, 
humble Seryant 
VALENTINE MORRIS. 


| Monſ. Joubert, 
Governor of St. Lucie. 


(COP ) 


Vinh «th February, 1777. 
8 N. 


MR. KNOX, has already informed you that 
your diſpatches of the 6th and roth September, and 23d Oc- 
tober, which were received in my abſence, have been laid 
before the King, and I have now to acquaint you, that of , 
the 13th October, has ſince come to hand, and been alſo 
laid before his Majeſty, 185 | 
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The variety and importar ce of the matter contained in theſe 
diſpatches, demand à mere ſerious and deliberate confideration 
than it has been poſſible to give them in the preſent anxious flate 
of public affairs; but I have not failed to communicate ſuch 
parts of your letters, as relate to objects under the directions 
of other departments, to the offices to which they belong, and 
I hope ſoon to be able to tranſmit to you full inſtructions on 
each head. In the me an time it muſt be a ſatis faction to you 
to know, that Mr. Crooke, whom you nominated, and re- 
commended to be of the Council of St. Vincent's, has been 
appointed by his Majeſty, and that your conduct, in reſpect 
to the duty of 4 1 half per cent, aud Jour own ſalary as Go- 
wernor, is approved by the King. | 
I am, Sir, | 
Your moſt obedient 
humble Servant, 
Governor Morris. SEO. GERMAIN. 


5 1-R, St, Vincent, April 7 1777. 
_ BRIGADE Major Brown and Mr. Got- 
tſned, an officer of the 60th regiment here, will have the ho- 
nour of delivering this to your Excellency, and are ſent by 
me to reclaim the Sloop Portia, together with her lading, 
and the ſlaves that were in her, all of which were taken the 
night between the 31ſt of March, and the 1ſt inſtant, by an 
American cruizer, and ſent into St. Lucie, (as I learn) poſ- 
ibly into Martinico. - 

[ will not permit myſelf to doubt even one moment, but 
chat your Excellency will order the immediate reſtitution of 
the above loop, when I inform you, ſhe was by my prede- 

5 ce ceſſor 
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ceſſor in office, put into the ſervice of his Britannic Majeſty, 
my maſter, to be employed in the buſineſs of this govern- 
ment; was by me confirmed in the ſame, and was actually 
carrying his Majeſty's proviſions and other ſtores. to one of 
the out-ports of this Iſland, when ſhe was taken, &c. &c; © 

It is with concern that I have hitherto been ſo often obli- 
ged to trouble your Excellency about the captures made by 
the King my maſter's rebellious American ſubjects, and car- 
ried into the ports within your government. 

It is with an increaſe of concern that I 'now complain, 
their cruizers (whom I might more juſtly term pirates) al- 
though going out with a nominal American Congreſs com- 
miſſion, in itſelf a nullity, are now ſeveral of them owned in 
avhole, or in part by French ſubjeds, belonging, Sir, to your Go- 
wernment, are manned chiefly auith the ſame, and the real Com- 
mander is very often, 1 might ſay generally, a Frenchman, and 
in this inſtance more particularly there being but one American 
ou board, and he excrcifing no authority, the reſt of the creav, 
taventy-one in number, being French and Italians, and the perſon 
exerciſing actual command, being named Paſchal Sylveſtre, 

Suppoſing the ſubjects of his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty act 
without your privity or avowal, your Excellency muſt fee 
the light they will appear.in to all in command under his 
Britannic Majeſty, that of pirates, &Cc. 

From the treaties in force between our two nations, and 
from the amity ſubliſting between our. reſpective courts, and 
from a firm reliance on your Excellency's repeated declara- 
tions of earneſt defire and intention to maintain peace and 


harmony between our two nations, I will flatter myſelf with 


a ſpeedy compliance of the above entreaty, and that your 
Excellency will be pleaſed, by the return of theſe Gentle- 
men, to inform me what ſteps you chuſe to take therein, 
that I may tranſmit the account thercof to his Majeſty's 
miniſters. 

Should your Excellency refuſe me this carisfaction, (which 
1 truſt cannot be the caſe) I muſt take the freedom to make 

+ two 
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two further requeſts: Firſt, to be informed whether your 
Excellency receives into your ports theſe American cruizers, 


and the prizes they make from the ſubjects of his Britannic 
Majeſty, as cru:zers Lelongiug to a State you acknowledge to be 
an independent one, entitled to grant commiſſions to ſuch, 

Should this not be the caſe, and your Excellency acknowledges 
them ſubjects of his Britannic Majeſty, th:ir being in actual 
rebellion againſt their legal Sovereign, has been too long 


made public and properly communicated to your Court, to 


be unknown to you ; the very prizes they carry into the ports 
under your government, are conſtant notifications of their 


rebellious piratical conduct; your Excellency will then pleaſe 


to do me the honour of informing me, whether receiving into 


your ports ſuch cruizers with the prizes; they being made 


on ſubjects of a crown in the ſtricteſt alliance with your Court, 
and permitting them (for what in ſuch caſe is not ſtrictly for- 
bid and prevented, is certainly permitted) to be furnithed, 
manned and carried within the limits of your Excellency's 
command, and by many of the ſubjects of your royal maſter, 
muſt not greatly tend to deſtroy the confidence the Engliſh 
ſubjects and his Britannic Majeſty have hitherto had in the 
declarations which have been made by the miniſter and others 


in command under his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, of an earneſt 


wiſh to preſerve a mutual harmony. 

Your Excellency will allow me to hint that it is well un- 
derſtood and acknowledged, that the reaſons which induces 
and juſtifies any State to admit into their ports indiſcriminately 
the ſhips of two independent powers, at war between thein- 
ſelves, is (beſides any intereſted commercial advantages, that 
may reſult from the practice ) to obſerve a moſt perfect neutra- 
ity towards each of the contending parties, with both of whom 
that State is in alliance, but this reaſoning holding good only 
when the two contending powers have been previouſly, univer- 
fally acknowledged ixdependent States, the practice ought not, 


and I believe was never before known to prevail in a State in 


ſtrict alliance with another, to the great prejudice of the 
e ö ſame 
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ſame, and to the ſupport and encouragement of ſubjects in 
avowed open rebellion ; this is ſo far from preſerving a neu- 
trality, that it is by unequivocal acts, diſclaiming the alliance 
qvith the parent State, and manifeſting a wiſh to exchange 
that, for one with the rebellious children, a conduct fo preg. 
nant with miſchief, from the evil tendency of its example, 
and ſo abhorrent to all true mutual faith, that I am perſua- 
ded your Excellency need only ſee it in its true light, for me 


to be certain it will never be hereafter adopted. 


To endeavour to place it in that point of view, has occa- 
fioned the length of this letter, but as the ends in purſuit 
were no leſs on the one hand, than preſerving mutual friend. 
ſhip between two powerful empires, and on the other ſapping 


to their very foundation all confidence, and hazarding a dan- 
gerous and not eaſily to be healed rupture, when once made 


between the ſame ; your Excellency, I truſt, will not only 
barely excuſe me the length of this, but will think alſo that 
time not miſpent in reading, as I do not in writing, to obtain 
the firſt and avoid the latter alternative. You, Sir, will at 
the ſame time, believe me to be with great reſpect, 


Your Excellency's moſt obedient, | 
| bumble Servant, 


(Signed) VALENTINE MOORES. - 
Couni D' Argout . 
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ft a Meeting of the Aſſembly, on 1 Tueſday, the 6th of 
May, 1777, 


PRESENT | 
The Hon. PETER HAFFEY, Eſq. Speaker, &c. &c. 


Requeltes the Speaker to acquaint his Excellency with their 
full approbation of his conduct, their great ſatis faction at 


his ſucceſs, and their ready aſſiſtance 1 in e the 
buſineſs in hand, Kc. &c. 


His Honor the Speaker produced an anſw-er which he had pre- 


pared to his Excellency's letter, which was read in * 
words following: 


8 I R, 

I AM to acknowledge the receipt of 
your Excellency's letter, which according to your requeſt, 
I communicated to the Houſe of Aſſembly, who have autho- 
riſed me to fignify to you their full approbation of your Excellency's | 
conduct, with the meaſures you have purſued towards the re- 
duction of the fugitive ſlaves, as well as their great ſatisfac- 
tion at the ſucceſs with which they have been crowned ; 
Jam further commanded by the houſe to inform your Excellency, 
that as they have every reaſon to promiſe themſelves a happy 
iſſue to the buſineſs in hand, /o they vill on their part be ready 
io give you every aſſiſtance towards accompliſhing it. 

To the public I beg leave to add my own private wiſhes for 


your health and ſucceſs, and my 1 of dent with the 
greateſt reſpect, | 


Your Excellency's 
moſt obedient, humble Servant, 


i PETER HAF FE. 
His Excellency Gen. Morris Sc. Sc. 


nor do I ſee any ſpot in that Bay fo proper for its defence, 


dry Ravine, beyond the boundary river of Wallabou, and 
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SIR, | ä 
IN obedience to your orders of the 6th inſtant, 
communicated by Major Browne, I have inſpected the battery 


at Chateau Bellair, and find it contrary to the report Which 
has been made to your Excellency, in all reſpects ſerviceable; 


The battery is calculated for three guns, though there are 
but two upon it, and thoſe of too ſmall a caliber for ſuch a 
ſituation ; yet, with the aid of Mr. Sharpe's battery, I do not 
think any thing is to be apprehended there, as that Bay is in 
a better ſtate of defence than moſt in the iſland. 

Agreeable to your Excellency's defire, I proceeded to the 


examined the ground, with a view to eſtabliſh a poſt, as well 
as a battery, for the defence of the coaſt ; and I am of opi- 
nion, that the moſt eligible ſituation for both is, the ridge 
which forms the ſouth ſide of Wallabou river: there is a knol 
about three hundred yards from the ſea, where the barracks, | 
and, if your Excellency ſhould chuſe, a block-houſe would ' 
be very advantageouſly ſituated ; and a battery upon the point 
towards the ſea, of the ſame ridge, would command the whole 
coaſt to the northward, beſides correſponding with the battery 
at ChatcauBellair : this ſituation would have the further ad- 
vantage of being immediately under the protection of the poſt 
from whence it might be ſupplied with every thing necel- 
ſary, &c. 
I have the honour to be, 
or 
Your moſt obedient, 


and moſt humble ſervant, 


Rr. MO R 8 E. 
His Excellency Gen. Morris, 


FOIA Oc. Se. My 
SAINT 
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9 Government Houſe, Sept. 8, 1777. 
SIR, FFF 0 
I APPROVE of the deſign you have laid be- 
fore me, of a battery for ſeven guns and two mortars. above 
the town of Kingſton, and you avill make an eftimate of what 
cou imagine the executing. the ſame, will caſt, and try to agree 
with proper workmen for ſo doing, as alſo, if poſſible, for 
their Procuring the materials; but before ſigning any poſitive 
agreement, you will let me 15 the terms — with your 
opinion, in writing, on the ſame. 

Vou will alſo acquaint me how many negroes you think 
will be neceſſary for this work, that I oy give the necoflary 
orders for them. | 

I am, Sir, 


Your humble ſervant, 
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VALENTINE MORRIS, 

Capt. Worſe, commanding * „ „ i 
1 

E 1gineer |, 
035 dig I en den en 1777. i 
MILAN, er to 56a [4/7 4 ' 
IN conſequence of + your Excellency's letter of R 


the 8th inſtant, 'Thave eſlimated the expence of building the an = 
battery above tlie ton of Kingſton, Which 1 have been able 
to do with more accuracy, from the accounts kept of the ex- 
pence of the magazine building, on the ſame ground; and 1 | 

find 


| 


His Excellency Gen, Morris, 


| C :286 }) - 
find it will amount to £2029 10s. currency, excluſive of the 
platform, the ſtone for which it would be. better to commi. 
fion from England, as there is none proper in this land, 
nor will that be attended with any loſs of time; as the fon 
may be got from home before the battery will be ready ſor it 
Mr. M* Intoſh undertook to build the magazine upon cheajer 
terms than any of the maſons who made propoſals in conſequence 
of my advertiſement: I ſhould, for the, ſame reaſon, employ 
him upon this occaſion, &c. &c. &c. 
I have the honour to be, 
CS sir, | 


Your moſt obedient; 
and-moſt humble friends 


" Rr. ' MORSE, | 


c. Se. Se. 


; Saint Vincent, 23d Sept. 1777. 


OF the ſeveral works your Excellency men- 


"tioned to me yeſterday, and defired I would report which I 
thought were moſt immediately neceſſary, I am of opinion, 


that a battery on the eaſtermoſt point of Ty rrrePs Bay is 


among the firſt : this Bay, though one of the moſt confiderable 


Shipping places in the Iſland, and muſt; as the Charib country 
zs ſettled, become the principal one, ts totally without defence, 
when almoſt every other org 1 ſome very inconfiderable ones 
too, have batteries, 


This 


1 

This fituation of only anſwers for the defence of Jyrrel's 
Bay, but will, in a great meaſure, protec? Kingſton Bay, as 
all we ſſels coming from windward muſt approach the' coaff near 
this point to inſure their getting into King /!on Bay—The guns 
for this battery ſhould be of a large RY at leaſt eightee 
pounders. 

The next moſt novethry work I ſhould think 3 is, a battery 
upon the hill immediately above the town of Kingſton, a 


moſt advantageous and,commanding fituation, which was re- 


ſerved for this uſe by the Commiſſioners, at the recommenda- 
tion of my predeceſſor, Major Gordon, A plan and eſtima— 
tion of this battery I have already had the honour to lay 
before your Excellency ; and ſhould you think any further 
defence neceflary for the Bay of Kingſton, I would then re- 
commend- the battery on the bluff point welt of the town, 
which I have already received your We £ s orders to 
execute. 


In reſpect of the ſituation of the battery on the Eaſt point 


of this Bay, which I do not think is well choſen, I have ex- 
plained to your Excellency how it came to be placed there: 
ſhould the preſent proprietor of the land conſent to a battery 
being built on the extremity of the Point, where it would be 
much better ſituated, I would, in that caſe, rather remove 
the preſent battery, than, add a guard-houſe and magazine 
where it now ſtands; For avant of which it may be conſidered 
wah as indeed are many of the other batteries along the 


. | 
I have the honour to be, 

S 

Lour moſt obedient, 
humble ſervant, 
25 Rr. MORSE. 
His Excellency Gen. Morris, 

Wc, Sc. Sc. 


Dd Kube, 
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His Excellency Gen, Morris, 
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King flon, 25th Sept. 177, 
SIR, 


AFTER parting from your Trades yeſ. 
terday morning, I examined the point of land in front of Sir 
William Young's works, and found a ſpot where I think four 
guns would be advantageouſly ſituated, ſo as to compleat the 
defences of Tyrrel's and Sir William Young's Bays : this 


battery, together with thoſe which your Excellency has al. 


ready been pleaſed to approve of, will require—on the eaſter- 


moſt point of Tyrrel's Bay, ſix guns, and one 10-inch mortar 


—on Sir William Young's point, four guns—on the hill, 
above the town of Kingſton, ſeven guns, and two 10-inch 
mortars—and on the Bluff Point, weſt of the town, four guns, 
making in the whole twenty-one guns, and three 10-inch 
mortars: ten of theſe guns I would recommend to be nine 
pounders; the remaining eleven eighteen pounders, which, 
with thoſe mentioned zo be deficient in the return made to your 
Excellency in March laſts will ſerve for the defence of the 


whole Iſland, 


I haye the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your moſt obedient, 
and moſt humble ſervant, 


Rr. MORSE, 


Oc. Oc. Oe. 


gaz, 


2... 


Sept. 28th, 1777. 
SIR, 
I APPROVE of your deſign and plan for the 

battery above the town of Kingſton, and would have you im- 
mediately ſet about the ſame, and to agree with proper work- 
men, thinking Mackintoſh, the maſon you agreed with for 
the magazine, as proper as any one to undertake the battery, 
& c. &c. #7 

You omitted ſending me word how many negroes are now 
on that work, and how many you think will be neceſſary to 
be continued, which would, in great meaſure, regulate the 

number of thoſe who would be ordered by, 


Sir, 

Your humble ſervant, 
VALENTINE MORRIS, 
Robert Morſe, Ei. 1 


Government-houſe, Oct. 6th, 1777. 
SIR, 8 | | 
PREPARING my diſpatches by the packet,s 


made it impoſſible I could ſooner anſwer your two laſt letters, 
Incloſed you have anſwers to your memorial reſpecting cer- 
tain irregularities in the commiſſary line. 

When I took poſſeſſion of this government, the beff ru 7 
could have For the charges to be allowed in all accounts to be 


D d 2 | paid 
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paid for by me, on account of his Majeſfly, was what my pre. 
deceſſors in office had paid on the like occaſions. 
Governor Young had been more than a twelvemonth in 
office before me; therefore muſt have paſſed ſeveral quar— 
terly accounts with you, and muſt have had ſolid reaſons for 
the deductions he thought proper to have made in the former 
charges, no ſolid reaſons having been offered to me, why 
theſe charges ſhould be reſtored ; my duty obliges me, and 
my inclination prompts me, to be equally attentive to his Ma- 
jehty's intereſt, as I would be to that of any of his ſubje#ts, and 
avhile T have the honour to remain in office, I will be ſo, &c. Ec. 

I am, Sir, 


Your humble Servant, 


VALENTINE MORRIS. 
Hon. William Walker, 


Compmiſſary. 


St. Vincent, Government-houſe, Oct. 20th, 177). 
MY LORD. 
1 DID myſelf the honour of writing to your 
Lordſhip of the date of the 4th inſtant, &c. &c. 
This ſerves to acquaint your Lordſhip, that fince that 


letter, Enſign Dagerman has died of the wounds and burning 


he received by one of our block houſes being blown up, by 


his own imprudent and wanton conduct, which reduces again 


our number of officers to one leſs than before -I am alſo to 
inform your Lordſhip that moſt, if not all of the recruits 


| fent here theſe cighteen months, have come out avithout any 
xy at leaſt none came with or for them, to- this Iſland; 


1 | where 
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where this neglect has ariſen I muſt beg your Lordſhip to 
enquire into, and then to remedy, for had it not been for-a 
few ſpare arms left here ever ſince the Charib war, and five 
cheſts I got out of a ſhip directed for Englhth Harbour in An- 
tizua, the far very far greater part of the troops would have 
been without arms, and this at a time when the ſituation of 
the colony was, as 1t has lately been, wery critical; at preſent 
there is a conſiderable deficiency, and the returns even from 
one of our out poſts mark, that fix muſkets are there deficient, 
among thirty men, nor have I any to ſupply their place with; 
the zeal I feel to render this, not only a ſecure, but in time 
a flouriſhing colony, will plead my excuſe for being urgent 
with your Lordſhip, to get this ſpeedily remedied 


I remain, 
Your Lordſhip's moſt contin, 


humble Servant, 


| EY VALENTINE MORRIS, 
Right Honourable - 3 


Lord Barrington. 


Se. Vincent, Fan. 34, 1778. 
SIR, 


| 1 ONCE more have the honour of troubling 
your Excellency with @ requiftion for the delivery up to the 
Gentleman who will have the honour of preſenting you this, 
of ſundry Engliſh ſubjects, principally feamen, who I learn 
are permitted to be kept in irons, not only on board ſundry 
veſſels in St. Pierre, but alſo in ſome of the priſons in the 
Iſlands under your Excellency! 's nn... any 


be 
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be detained for trifling debts, the Gentleman, who will hare 
the honour to delivert his to your Excellency, will be impow- 
ered to diſcharge theſe; ſhould any be unhappily detaineg 
for tranſgreſſions againſt the laws of your Excellency's go. 
vernment, I muſt leave them, recommended however to your 
Excellency*s clemency, to receive ſuch indulgence, as many 
French ſubjects have experienced from me. Should they, 
however, under any pretence of capture, by his Majeſty”, 
rebellious ſubjects, be detained in ports, priſons, or houſes, 
within your Excellency's governinent—A detention /ecured 
under the very Forts of Martinique, and thus guaranteed to 
the detainers, as it were by your Excellency ; I muſt, and 
do demand their releaſe, in the name and on the part of the 
King my maſter ; as alſo the delivery up of a floop, of his 
Britannic Majeſty, belonging to this government, carrying 
the King's proviſions to ſome of his out ports; which was 
on the iſt inſtant, taken off one of the bays of this Ifland, 
by a privateer, and carried into one of the Iſlands under 
your Excellency's command. herewith tranſmit the proof 
of the capture, which I have further verified under my hand 
and ſeal, and muſt now claim the ſame alſo in the name and 
on behalf of his Majeſty, whoſe perſon I have the honour, 
however unworthy of the ſame, to repreſent in this govern- 
ment.—As theſe are objects by no means of a commercial, or 
neutral nature, but reſpect that faith which ſhould be obſerv- 
ed between our reſpective Courts, I will not give myſelf leave 
to doubt, but that your Excellency will order the immediate 
releaſe of the firſt, and reſtitution of the latter, with all 
that was in her to be made, or J mw? look on any refuſal as 
the moſt ample declaration of a determined reſolution in his 
Moft Chriftian Majeſty, and his Governors, to act awvowedly in 
violation of all the treaties ſubſiſting betaveen the tæuo nations, 
and as a more than an implied declaration of future enmity, 
inſtead of that friendſhip which has lately ſubſiſted between 
the two Courts of London and Verſailles, and which it has : 
been my unwearied endeavour hitherto to preſerve, by the 

molt 


1 

moſt ſcrupulous obſervance, not only of all thoſe engage- 
ments mutually entered into between our two Courts, but 
alſo by every mark of attention to ſubjects of his Chriſtian 
Majeity, which might ſhew my private wiſh to cultivate ſtrict 
ſriendſhip, as well as bare obſervance of treaties; ſorry 1 
am to be compelle d to ſay, the open encouragement given in 
the ports of the French Iſlands, and even in the Royal Dock 
at Fort Royal, under, as it were, your Excellency's own in- 
ſpection, to the rebellious ſubjects of the King my maſter, 
gives me great reaſon to complain of à very different return 
made to theſe attentions of him who ſtill hoping your Excel- 
lency's anſwer to this (which will be tranſmitted to his Court) 
may yet prevent miſunderſtandings that are eaſier avoided 
than repaired ; has the honour to ſubſcribe himſelf 

Your Excellency's 

moſt obedient, 


humble Servant, | 


. VALENTINE MORRIS, 
His Excellency the 


Marquis de Bouille. 


SIR, a PTY 
TI HAVE the honour to acquaint / 
your Excellency, that I returned yeſterday from viſiting the 
different poſts and barracks in the Iſland, I found the bar- 
racks at Tyrrels Bay, Chateau Bellair, and Princes Town, 
much out of repair, as alſo the barracks at Kingſton; the 
men in all the barracks and hoſpitals lying on the ground for 
want of bedſteads, all the kitchens at Kingſton out of repair, 
35 alſo the bath, ſo eſſentially neceſſary for the recovery of 

#68 4 ST SCE eo0t; the 


— — af 


. A d ·—̃ ee En 


2 2 — = — _ = — 


are peremptory “ to afford Mr, Ingram every aſſiſtance in 


68640 


the ſick, is fallen in, and muſt be rebuilt. All the officers 
barracks in the Ifland are unprovided with chairs, tables, 
nd bedſte ads, all which I hope your Excellency will pleaſe 
to take into conſideration, and give the neceſſary directions, 
that the officers and men may be put on the ſame footiag with 
the reſt of his Majeſty's troops in the Weſt Indies. 


I have the honor to be, 


8 IEK, 
Kingſton Barracks, Your Excellency's 


Fan. 28, 1778. Moſt obedient humble Servant, 

| GEO. ETHERINGTON, 

His Excellency : 
General Morris, Sc. Se. 


SAINT VINCENT. 


0 Gowvernment- hon ſe, Feb. 2, 1778. 
GENTLEMEN © 
I T would be as ; unprecedented as 
illegal and unjuſt i in me as Chancellor, arbitrarily to diſmiſs 
from the Court any ſuit, 
The Recciver-General beſt knows the latitude or preciſion 
of his inſtructions ; to theſe you had better have recourſe. 
No part of my commiſſion gives me any controul over the 
revenue laws, and his Majeſty's inſtructions to me tranſmit- 
ted, both by his: late, as alſo his preſent Secretary of State, 


% my power in collecting the quit rents.“ I can therefore 
enforce, but not obſtruct any of his legal. proceſſes for the 
recovery of theſe, yet ſuch was my regard for the Colony, 


that I. unſolicited, above a twelvemonth ago wrote to Lord 
George 


( 365 


George Germain, and again of late date to him and to the 
Lords of his Majeſty's Treaſary, concerning theſe diſputes, 
and very preſſingly recommended, adopting ſome meaſures 
then pointed out to calm them, and which I thought would 
at the ſame time facilitate the collecting the quit rents, but 
until I receive further inſtructions in this buſineſs, I can no 
further interpoſe than to recommend, which I {hall do, to 
the Receiver General, or his deputy (what I had, before the 
receipt of your petition, hinted to him) trying only two or 
three of the ſuits, and defer procceding in the others until he 
may get further inſtructions, or I receive his Majeity's direc- 
tion reſpecting your petition, which I ſhall forward with 
what I may think neceſſary to ſay, by the firſt opportunity; 
wilting, however, even for your own ſakes, that it had came 
to me with a better grace than as the reſult of a meeting, 
ſummoned as was the late one; the impropriety of which 
I ſhould hope will, on reflection, be ſo obvious as to prevent 
the ſame mode being again adopted, 


VALENTINE MORRIS, 


His Excellency Gen. MOR RIS, | 
Feb. 18, 1778, Thurſday, P. Al. 
MR. CROOKE, Mr. Collins, and Mr, 


Cox, are the gentlemen who gave me inſtructions to ſtop up 
the road ; they with Mr. Haftey and myſelf, are the attornies 
to the Truſtees for my father's eſtates. The/e Gent/emen were, 
yeſterday made acquainted by me of the guard making uſe of the 
road in their relief of guard at the government houſe, and that 
the bridge was intended for their convenience, Oc, Wc. 


S I R, 


I have the honour to be 1 
Your Excellency's obedient Servant, 


oy, CHA. ALEXANDER; 
133 
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St. Vincent, March 12, 1758, 


MY. LORD, | 

I THINK it right to acquaint 

your Lordſhip, that on a ſurvey held on the proviſions 
which arrived yeſterday from Grenada, from the contractor 
for this Government, a good deal of it was totally unfit for 
the uſe of the troops, or indeed any uſe whatever, as I my. 
ſelf, accidentally in town when it was landed, was an eye 
witneſs of the contents of ſome barrels, W hich I ſaw, being 
nearly rotten, &c. 
Permit me to recommend to your Lordſhip (hoping it 
may meet your approbation) having no ſuryey made in Gie- 
nada on ſuch proviſion as is to come to this Government, 
but to have it done here on its delivery, for as the contractor 
is obliged to deliver good and ſound proviſions here, for this 
Government, a ſurvey at Grenada appears to me unneceſſary, 
ſince he ought to be ſtill liable to any damages it may re- 
ceive, even after ſuch ſurvey, and Zefore jts arrival Bere. 
The ſurvey Here is the great check, as all that comes unfit for 
uſe, will be always returned by me to the contractor, who 
thus having double freight to pay for the bad and returned 
commodity, will be attentive in future to ſend none but good, 
and the ſame precaution will be a check as to the weights, 
and it will alſo egable me in ſome meaſure to inveſtigate and 
J hope, in time, 5 up very many abuſes that ſubſiſt con- 
cerning the proviſions, both as to quantity and quality; 
where the whole blame lies I am yet unable to ſay, but expe- 
rience daily that the Commiſſary's department here wants much 
cleanſing, and I fear will prove an Augean ſtable, I am cer- 
tain his Majeſty is moſt groſsly, and in the year to a very 
great amount, impoſed on, ſomewhere or other in that de- 
partment, The difficulty of the undertaking to detect and 
remedy this, ſhall not deter me from attempting it. 
| Your Lordſhip' 3 | 

O Obedient, humble Servant, 


3 VALENTINE MORRIS, 
His Excellency Lord Macartney, * 5 IT 
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| St. Vincent, March 26, 1778. 
MY LORD, 


I TAKE the earlieſt opportunity of ac- 
knowledging the honor of your Lordſhips, &c. &e. 

That your Lordſhip may ſee the ſuſpicion I had that bad 
proviſions were ſubſtituted in the ſtead of thoſe returned to 
your Lordſhip as good, I here juſt- tranſmit a copy of the 
return to my order of ſurvey, and a copy alfo of that otder ; 
beſides this, I have an affidavit of a party (who not chuſing 
to be known, occaſions my not ſending a copy of that) 
which depoſes that the Captain, Hill, I think, declared he 
had poſitive orders from the Contractor or his agents, On no 
account to take again on board any of the proviſions ſhould 
theſe be condemned here, and the ſame affidavit, as alſo many 
other declarations acquaint me, ſundry of the Captains 
bringing proviſions hither for the contractor, had declared 
their orders were the ſame ; for the contractor's agents had 
declared ſuch condemned proviſions ſhould not be their, but 
his Majeſty's loſs ; and as I had once or twice before prevail- 
ed, or rather compelled former Captains, notwithſtanding 
theſe orders, to take ſome back, and had now, poſitively or- 
dered Capt. Hill totake back what was condemned on the 1 3th | 
inſtant, at the peril of being fired on by the Fort, or the 
Deal Caſtle, then in the harbour, if he refuſed, or ſailed 
without doing it, Capt. Hill declared he had his orders in 
Grenada, and ſhould not take them in, and ſhould ſail, Jet 
fort or man of war do what either their Commanders choſe, 
and in caſe his ſloop ſhould be diſabled or damaged by firing 
at them, he then ſhould deliver up his veſſel, and take his re- 
medy 1n law for the damages. | 

By ſome miſunderſtanding the-man of war, on which the 
fort had relied, and therefore was not prepared, omitted 
bringing the 0p back, Capt. Parker who dined with me 

E e2 that 


„ 

that ſame day, having apologized with ſurprize at the omiſ. 
tion of his Lieutenant, to whom, he, being then on ſhore, 
had ſent a verbal order to comply with what I had requeſted 
of him. 

have mentioned theſe circumſtances that your Lordſhip 
may ſee this fraud was premeditated, and the parties had guard- 
ed againſt its being remedied ; to point it out I am certain 
will be ſufficient to induce your Lordſhip to give me every 
poſſible afliſtance, to prevent in future ſimilar practices, &c, 


Your Lordſhip's 
Moſt obedient, humble Servant, 
(Signed) VALENTINE MORRIS, 
His Excellency Lord Macartney, | 


St. Vincent ee e April 8th, +6 


MY LOKD, 
| I HAVE the honour of * Fae Lordſhip's 
letter, Ke. &. 

It was the frequency of condemnation of provifions in 
this government, and the contrariety of the tenor of the 
ſurveys, that led me to 1nveſitgate the cauſe of that colluſion, 
(I really cannot depart from the expreſſion) I could not but 
fear it exiſted ſomewhere, and Mr. R——— would have 

ſhewn more candour, as well as zeal for his Majeſty's intereſt 
to have tried to co-operate in diſcovering where this lay, 
than to have wrote in the terms he has of one of his Majeſty's 
Governors, whoſe zeal alone leads him to ſuch examina- 
tions. 

Mr. Hill, the Captain who krourht the 898 ions, id 
repentedly; the pork had been confiderably above a twelve- 

| month 
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month | in ſtore, with other expreſſions to the effe of his know- 
ing it to be the remainder of a cargo, &, Theſe circum- 
ſtances differ ſo much from the return 1 to your Lord- 


ſhip's order of Survey, and to Mr, R- 's aſſertions of 
theſe proviſions ſo ſurveyed in Grenada, and ſhipped hither 
the roth of March, being part of a particularly excellent 
cargo, landed and put into the Stores' only the 2oth of Fe- 
bruary laſt, that your Lerdſhip, I am certain, will concur - 
with me not only in thinking there was a colluſion ſomewhere, 
but alſo in the endeavour to find out where that took place. 
Had the identical proviſions, opened in Capt Hill's pre- 
ſence and found ſo very bad, and fo widely differing from the 
ſtate Mr. R repreſents thoſe to have been in when ſur- 
veyed and ſhipped ſcarce forty-eight hours, before been by 
him carried back directly, the ſame Gentleman, who made 
the ſurvey at Grenada, could eafily. have judged - whether 
theſe brought back, were thoſe they had ſurveyed, if not 
ſome ſubſtitution muſt have been obvious; Captain Hill's 
evidence, firſt, whether he brought thither, and took away 
again, the identical proviſions ſo ſurveyed in Grenada, would 
have fixed «vhere the ſubſtitution, if any, was to be charged; 
if this detection fell on any one within my government, I 
ſhould have taken proper meaſures for puniſhing ſuch perſon 
for the paſt, and preventing it in future, and Iam convinced 
your Lordſhip would have done the ſame, had it been diſ- 
covered to have been committed within your Lordſlup's go- 
vernment, and Mr, R „I ſhould have thought, would 
have been equally glad with 5 ſelf, &c. &. 


it have the honour to ſubſcribe myſelf, with real eden, 
| Your Excellency” 3 


moſt obedient danke Servant, 


. VALENTINE MORRIS, 
Lord Macariney, | | Et n 


a. eve] Kingflon, 
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6 King flon, Saint Vincent, 8th April, 1778. 
4 
I HAVE the honour to acquaint your 
'Excellency that the battery on Wilkie's Point is nearly com- 
pleated, and that 7 have marked out another on the Point 
in front of Sir William Young's Works agreeable to your 
'Excellency's former orders - For the better defence of Ty- 
rel's Bay, the conſequences of which I have already ſtated, and 
your Excellency is well acquainted with. [<vould recommend 
another battery being erected for three or four guns on the low 
Point, which has been uſed as a burying ground to the bar- 
racks at Calliqua—Theſe three batteries will pur that Bay 
into the ſtate of ſecurity which its preſent claim as a ſhipping 
Place, and which is every year encreaſing, ſeems to require. 


I have the honour to be 
Sir, ee 
Your Excellency's moſt obedient, 
and moſt humble Servant, 
3 Rr. MORSE. 
His Excellency 1 8 
General Morris, c. Sec. 


| May 16th, 1778. 
8 1 R, NE 
YOU will forthwith acquaint the different 
workmen employed for Government either at the barracks, 
poſts, batteries, guard houſes, or government houſe, and 
hitherto paid by me out of the contingent bill for this Govern- 


ment, that after the laſt day of this month there will be no 


further occaſion for them; the ſame notice you will give to 
perſons who have negroes in the King's ſervice, either agreed 


81 

for by you, or under your inſpection! the ſame order alſo 
you will cauſe to be notified to Mr. Lamont, Aſſiſtant Engi- 
neer, directing them in the mean time to bend all their at- 
tention to do what work they may do between this and the 
laſt of this month, ſo as to have the ſame as much finiſhed as 
the ſhortneſs of the time will admit of. 

This order not to ref pect the maſon working at the magas 
zine at Fort William above Kingſton, and at work on the 
powder magazine, which he may continue to work on until 
the arch is covered in, but after the laſt of this month, nei- 
ther he, nor any other perſon having negroes at work there, 
muſt look for payment from me, but from the Engineer, 
faould he direct their continuance on that particular work; 
you muſt alſo give notice to the perſons furniſſüng lime or 
other materials for any of the reſpective purpoſes, that they 
mutt not furniſh any more from hence forward on ſaid con- 
tingent account. | | 

All officers alſo, holding poſts under the Crown, as your- 
ſelf, the Surgeon Genera!, the Surgeons Mates, &c. hitherto 
paid by me out of the contingent bill, muſt be directed to 
apply for all future payments to the Lords of his Majeſty's 
Treaſury in England by their Agents there, but ſuch ac- 
counts for ſalaries as ſhall in future be proved before me to 
be juſt and right, I ſhall be ready to certify on proper appli- 
cation; you will alſo” direct Mr. Hyde, the maſon, not to 
continue, from this moment, working at, or preparing any 
materials for the battery laid out on the point of Sir William 
Young's land for the better protection of Tyrrel's Bay, and 
he muſt dedicate the whole of the remaining time of this 
month to finiſh as far as he can the other battery nearly com- 
pleated; you will alſo give the ſame notice to Mr. Doyle ręe- 
ſpecting the battery laid out on Mornagoroe Bluff-head land, 
for the better protection of the Leeward Coaſt and Chateau 
Bellair. a 

You may write the ſame to Mr. Merchant, Captain of 
Layou Forts, although he has been ſpoken to ;—yau ha 

1288 N ; 1 
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9 alſo ſend the ſame order down to the workmen at Chateau 


the approaching rainy ſeaſon injuring tho health of the troops 


to ceaſe at the laſt day of this month, 


convinced with myſelf that a general harmony betwixt all the 
legiſlative branches can alore ſecure and render flouriſhing an 
_ expoſed infant colony, and that therefore laying aſide every 


time calls loudly for our united aſſiſtance, you will ' ſpeedily 
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Bellair, where you muſt go, and ſtopping the buildings of che 
little magazine there, direct no new work to be proceeded on, 
not even the little bakchouſe, but fee that only what is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to prevent the buildings falling down, and 


by raining into the barracks, and this muſt be fo directed ax 


Ot all this, when done, you will render a due account to 
Sir, 
Vour humble Servant, 


VALENTINE MORRIS, 


Major Brown, Barrack 
Maſter, Fort Adjutant, 
and Captain of the Forts 
in King flown Bay. 


May 17th, 1778. 


Mr. Preſident, and Gentlemen of the Council. 
Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the Aſſembly. | 


I MEET you in ſoll reliance of your being equally 


confideration but the good of the colony, which at this critical 


concert fuch meaſures as may beſt obtain this end, in 2959 


vou may reſt aſſured of my moſt hearty concurrence. 
Being 
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Being probably at the eve of a French war, I was particu 
larly ſorry (from the uncertainty where to reſort for payment) 
to put a ſtop to ſeveral works begun, and which, if compleat- 
ed, I flatter myſelf, muſt have given this ifland conſiderable, 
if not perfect, ſecurity; but as I had long before, as well as 
ſince repeatedly, and moſt fully apprized his Majeſty's Mi- 
niſters of the ſituation and wants of the colony, and the pro- 
tection it ſtood in need of; and have received from them aſ- 
ſurances of the latter in caſe of a French war; the interrup- 
tion of theſe our defences, will, I hope, be leſs prejudicial tc to 
the iſland than I at firſt apprehended it would be. 

This, however, with directions received to ſend to Anti- 
gua a conſiderable number of the both regiment, now here, 
as belonging to companies there, and which from my regard 
for the colony I have hitherto witheld, although long before 
otherwiſe ordered from England, and repeatedly wrote for 
by Governor Burt, and daily expecting that the part of the 
roth regiment, accidentally here, will be called for to go to 
Jamaica; all render more neceſſary an animated and judici« 
ous exertion of the colony's peculiar ſtrength, - 


Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the Aſſembly. | 


THE better to enable you to judge of ſome particulars 

which fall more immediately within your attention, I ſhall 

order ſome papers to be laid before you, which I do in pre- 

ference to mentioning their contents now, imagining you will 

think with me, that it will be adviſeable not to permit thoſe to 
be publiſhed, 


Mr. Prefident, ond Gentlemen of the Council, 
Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the Aſſembly. 


THE whole of what J have jul hinted, appeared to me 
in the preſent ſituation of affairs, objects of ſuch importance 
that I choſe not only to lay the ſame before you to be conſi- 
K dered 


N 
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dered on by you, Gentlemen, ſeparately, but wiſhed to have 
your advice thereon, that the colony may reap all poſſible be- 
neſit from our joint endeavours, cemented and made more ef. 
fectual by the moſt perfect reciprocal harmony, which it will 
be equally my ſtudy and pleaſure to preſerve. 


$10; 


1 OBSERVE, notwithſtanding my letter tg 
your Excellency ſoon after my arrival on the iſland in Janu- 
ary, reſpecting the bad ſtate of the different barracks in the 

iſland, that your Excellency's orders of yeſterday have put a 

total ſtop to all the public works in the iſland ; I beg there. 

fore to acquaint you that all the original barracks, particularly 

thoſe of Kingſton, are yet in want of many further repairs ; 

the ſtable and neceſſary houſes are down, there is no kitchen 

for the hoſpital, the oven fallen in, and no bakehouſe, the 
bath, fo abſolutely neceſſary for the recovery of the ſick, as 

your Excellency will ſee by Doctor Young's report, is uſeleſs 

in its preſent ſtate, and ſhould be rebuilt ; the officers and 

men's kitchens are alſo much ont of repair ; I muſt alſo ac- 
8 quaint your Excellency that the ſoldiers barracks and block 
houſes at Rabaca, laid out by the engineers, and now in 

| ſome forwardneſs, if not finiſhed will leave that important 
poſt in the Charib country in ſuch a ſituation as might be 
attended with fatal conſequences: --the temporary huts in which 
the men now live are become uninhabitable, and I need not 
point out to your Excellency the conſequence, as the rainy 
ſeaſon 1s now approaching : all, which, I hope, your Excel- 
lency will take into conſideration, and will, I truſt, give or- 

| ders 
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ders for thoſe neceſſary works to be compleated, that the 
troops may no longer labour under the many difficulties they 
have done for ſome time paſt. | 


I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
ONES x | Your Excellency's moſt obedient, 
King ſion Barracks, „„ 
17th May, 1778. and moſt humble Servant, 


sa GEO. ETHERINGTON. 
His Excellency Gov, Morris. | 


GRENADA EY 


3 St. George's, May 18, 1778. 
5 1 R, IN | 


AS Grenada has been conſidered to be the 
general magazine for the proviſions furniſhed to his Majeſty's 
troops in the ceded iſlands, I think it neceſſary to acquaint 
your Excellency that a few days ago I received information 
from Mr. Richardſon, the Agent for Mr. Durand, That 
© the contract would expire on the 26th inſtant, and that 
% he had Mr, Durand's directions not to deliver any more | 
% proviſions to the Commiſſary General in the manner here- 
_ © tofore practiſed, but to diſpoſe of the ſame to the beſt ad- 
vantage.“ I. am ſo much hurried at preſent that I have 
F. f 2 HY only 
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only time to communicate this matter to your and to afſure 


your Excellency that I am, with the greateſ truth and 
regard, - 


Sir, | 
Your moſt obedient, 
and moſt humble Servant, 


e netns hop 8 MACARTN EY, 
His Excellency Valentine Morris, &c. 


June, 1 778. 


To his AS Valentine Morris, Eſq. Captain Gene- 
ral, and Governor in Chief, in, and over his Majeſty's 5 
' Iſland of St, Vincent, and its Dependencies ; Chancellor, 
Ordinary, and Vice Admiral of the ſame, &c. &c. Se. 


The Addreſs of the Members of his Majeſty's Council. 


WE the Members of his Majeſty's Council 
return your Excellency our thanks for your aſſurance of a 
moſt hearty concurrence in ſuch meaſures as will ſecure and 
render flouriſhing this infant and expoſed colony, &e. 

We greatly lament that your Excellency ſhould have beer a 
olfrac ted in compleating fuch avorks at <vould hawe afforded 
ſecurity to the i land, and return our thanks for your Excel- 
lency's zeal and attention in repreſenting to his Majeſty's | 
Miniſters the fituation and wants of the Colony, and flatter 
. ourſelves from his Majeſty's accuſtomed paternal care and | 
tenderneſs for bis ſubjets, that we ſliall not be left defence- 


lefs 1 in > ee of a a war with F rance. | 
We 
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We cannot help bewailing that your Excelleney ſhould 
have received directions for ſending away any part of his Ma- 
jeſty*s troops in this iſland, at a time, when from our peculiar 
ſituation, with regard to an internal, as well as foreign ene- 
my, they can no where be more wanted, or more uſefully 
employed, and without which, the ſeveral poſts eſtabliſhed 
at a great expence, moſt probably cannot be maintained; and as 
your Excellency's regard to the Colony has hitherto induced 
you to detain thoſe troops; we flatter ourſelves that nothing 
but the moſt abſolute neceſſity will prevail on your Excellency | 
to part with them; and that the preſent critical ſituation of 
the Colony will be a juſtification for ſuch meaſures as you 
ſhall judge proper on the occaſion, &. 

| Your Excellency may rely that we ſhall beſtow all proper 
attention on the important objects you have laid before us, and 
make no doubt from your Excellency's zeal and attention to 
the intereſt of the Colony, (of which awe reft fully aſſured) 


that we cannot help reaping all poſſible benefit which your 
Excellency | has ſo much at heart. f 


Fare, 1778. 


To Bis Excellency Palentine Morris, Eh. Coprain 
e General, Sc. 


The Addreſs of the Aſembly of St. Vincent. 
May it e your Excellency, 88 


WE the repreſentative of the poople of 12 

Vincent, ve. 
We are fully ſenſible of the neceſſity of 2 cubfiſing 
among all the conſtituent branches of our legiſlature, and 
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hall chearfully concur with your Excellency in every mea- 
ſure which can tend to the ſecurity or e of this in. 
fant Colony. | 
We are concerned that your Excellency has received di. 
reclions to ſend from this iſland any part of his Majeſty's 
troops at a time when the expoſed fate of the Colony requires 
overy aſiftance, c. Sc. Se, 


WILLIAM CROOKE, 
| Speaker . 


| St. Fincent, June 12, 1778. 

I HAVE the honour to trouble your Excel- 
jeney with this to inform you, that Jag night, about ten 
o'clock, the crew of a piratical veſſel, claiming to act, as they 
pretend, under colour of a war between France and England, 
landed in one of the Bays of this Iſland, and plundered of all 
his negroes, the bearer of this, Mr. John Nanton, as worthy 
an inhabitant as this Colony poſſeſſes, 8&c. &c. 

As theſe wretches appeared to proceed directly for St. Lucie 
or Martinique, I have taken this early opportunity of apply- 
ing to your Excellency for redreſs, nothing doubting the im- 
mediate receiving it. | 


1 have tke honour to remain, t | 
Vuoour Excelleney 8 obedient, | 
Humble ſervant, | ; 


Ref: Femme? VALENTINE MORRIS. 
Margais de Bouille. 


King fon, 
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King fion, June 24, 1778. 
SIR, 


I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Excellency; 
that his Majeſty's troops in this Iſland are greatly diſtreſſed for 
the want of negroes to carry wood and water, and to do the 
_ uſual work done by negroes, which no white man can doin 
this climate, Od | IT 

The want of the negroes have been ſeverely felt by the 
ſoldiers, the death of many ef them having been chiefly 
owing to the violent fatigue they have undergone in doing 
the work above-mentioned : I therefore hope your Excellency 
will take the ſame into conſideration, and allow the troops 
the uſual number of negroes they have always had till within 

theſe eighteen months paſt. 


I have the honour to be, 
With great reſpec, 
Your Excellency's moſt obedient ſervant, 


er ETHERINGTON. 


General Morris. 


1 July the 8ih, 1778. 
SIR, | e „ 
MV duty and inſtructions oblige me to enquire 
into, and ſee properly accounted for and paid, all ſums of 
money due to his Majeſty, not in your department alone, but 
in all others under my direction; I therefore cannot admit of 
your objection in your letter of the 2 ʒth of laſt month, that 


my authority can have no retroſpect to any part of your duty 
white 


— — 
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Hon. Will. Walter, Eſfg. 
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white under another s command. The information 1 have 
received is ſo exact and poſitive of conſiderable ſums of mone 
by you received, and accounted for to you, for the King's 
condemned proviſions ſold, that I muſt and do inſiſt, on the 
amount of theſe being fully and accurately accounted for 5 


you - and further, that you account for fifteen thouſand ra- 


tions of King's proviſions taken out of the King's proviſion 
tore, during the Charib war, for the Colony uſe, but which 
were expreſsly to have been replaced therein, &c. &c. 

The death of Gov. Leybourtie, and the ſhort time of 
Gov. Young officially acting, and his being afterwards ſus 
perſeded by my appointment, has made this diſagreeable 
piece of duty fall officially on me; I therefore muſt repeat 


my orders for your ſpeedieſt giving me an exact account of 
all theſe matters. 


I am, Sir, 
' Your humble ſervant, 
VALENTINE MORRIS. 


Commiſſary. 
$2. Vincent, Fuly the 20th, 1778. 
V Eo 


I BLUSH at the date of your Lordſhip! $ 
letter, &c. Kc. Immediately on Capt. Hill's bringing the 
lading of proviſions in queſtion; J iſſued an order of ſurvey 
on them, at which I learn Capt. Hill was preſent part of the 
time; a report was directly returned to me, that the provi- 
fions were, as per the copy of the report I ſent your Lord- 


| ſhip, almoſt all bad, the pork quite ſpoiled ; part of the 


ren 
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pork I ſaw myſelf, and it was nearly rotten ; Capt. Hill re- 
fuſed to take back any part of theſe, and declared he had po- 
ſitive orders to act ſo; and this after having, as per the co- 
pies of the depoſitions I forwarded, ſimilar to which I could 
ſend many more, declared that the proviſions, or part of 
them, had been the remainder of a cargo which had been 
above a twelvemonth in ſtore, Theſe, my Lords, are 
facts, &c. &c. | 2 
Had Capt. Hill alledged, for his refuſal, that any part of 
the cargo had been houſed after landing, and before the ſur- 
vey held here, which I know not whether was, or was not 
done; and #herefore he could not be ſure no ſubſtitution had 
been made in this [/land, his refuſal had been highly juſti- 
fable, and would have led to immediate further enquiry 
here; or had he taken the bad pork back, and this had been 
(which was what I wiſhed) re-examined, under your Lord- 
ſhip's directions at Grenada, by the fame gentlemen who 
made the ſurvey on ſhipping for this Iſland, theſe gentlemen 
would have ſeen the very bad condition of the pork returned; 
and could, by the marks of caſks, &c. have known whether 
it was, or was not, the ſame proviſions, by them ſurveyed 
ſo few days before, and reported ſo particularly good ; by 
this your Lordſhip will ſee, that detection I wiſhed to make 
where the blame lay, muſt have followed; but by Capt. 
_ Hill's not taking back the proviſions, an impenetrable veil is 
thrown over a buſineſs, which can in future be only con- 
jectured on, &c. &c. . . 
Vour Lordſhip's obedient, 
Humble ſervant, 


VALENTINE MORRIS. 
Lord Macartney. | 


% 6 5 ot 
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SIR, St. Vincent, 30th Fuly, 2 
I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Excel- 
lency, that the men in Kingſton Barracks have been ſeveral 
days without proviſions, of which I have acquainted the Com- 
millary, who told me, that the contract for proviſions was 
ended, and that there was no proviſions in flore, of which he 
had informed your Excellency ; ; as alſo that he could not buy 
 provifions on his own credit. 
I therefore beg your Excellency will be pleaſed to order 
{ome proviſions to the barracks, as the troops can do no longer 
without, | 
I have the honour to be, 
Your Excellency's moſt obedient, 
Humble ſervant, 
1 GEO. ETHERING TON, 
His Excellency Gov. Morris, 
P. 8. Since writing the above, I received a report from 
the out poſts, that they are all in want of proviſions, 
G. E. 


1 Whitehall, 5th Aug. 1778. 
8 IR, | 
IN addition to my ſecret and confidential cir- 

cular letter of the th inſtant, I am commanded by the King 
to acquaint you, that his Majeſty, judging it highly proper 
that all ſuccour and aſſiſtance ſhould be cut off from the 
enemy, it is his Majeſty's pleaſure that you do take every 
| precaution in your poaber to prevent any intercourſe with, or 
ſupplies of any ſort whatever, being ſent to the ſubjects of 
France from your Government, &c. &c. 
I am further to ſignify ts you, his Majeſty's s pleaſure, 


that you do permit all French priſoners brought 1uto your 
3 4 G0 
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Government to be ſet on ſhore; and] that you do confine 
them until they ſhall be exchanged or releaſed, in like 
manner as was practiſed in the late war with France. 

1 am, Sir, : =p 


Your moſt obedient, 
Humble ſervant, 


GEO. GERMAIN. 9 


* 


Governor of St. Vincent, 


— ud ha * 


CCC —_——_— 


oY Auguft 24705 3 
Mr. Preſident, and Gentlemen of the Council ! 


THE intelligence I have received that the 
French Governor at Martinique has declared war againſt 
Great-Britain, occaſioned my cauſing you to be ſummoned to 
meet ſo haſtily. 
I wiſh to receive your advice on the moſt effectual and 
ſpeedy means to put this Colony in that ſtate of ſecurity, in 
which my moſt ardent wiſhes and endeavours have been to 
fee it; and which, but for the late interruption of credit, I 
was carefully and zealouſly exerting for its ſecurity and benee + 
fit, it had by this time been happily placed under. mT” 
J have directed his Majeſty's Engineer, Capt. Morſe, to 
attend and lay before you a more particular ſtate of the de- 
fences of this Iſland, and deficiencies of the ſame, than you 
have yet received; and that the reſult of your deliberation 
may be more ſatisfactory, and be more effectually carried into 
execution, I have directed the Aſſembly to be ſummoned to 
meet on Wedneſday next, in order alſo to lay before that body 
the anxiety I am under, until ſome ſpeedy effectual meaſures 
are taken, to give ſecurity to the perſons and properties of 
the inhabitants of this Colony : a concern for which my 
warm regard for their intereſt keeps equal re with my duty, 


&c. &c. 
VALENTINE MORRIS. 


Gg3 | A Return 
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A Return of the ſeveral Pieces of Ordnance wanting at the 


different Batteries and Poſts in the Iſland * St. Vincent 


24th 5 1778. 


32 pounders. 


For the battery lately built at t Wilkie's Pont 4 
For ditto propoſed in the town of Calliaqua o 
For ditto building on the point of Sir * 


liam Voung's Works „ 0 


At the battery upon Hyde's Point 
Ditto upon Lee's Point — 


For a battery building above the town of 
Kingſton - =. <= - 1 5 


O 


- 7 

At the battery upon the Old Woman's Point o 

At one of the batteries in Queen's Bay 0 
At two others in ditto - — 


At the battery in Rutland Bay 
For ditto lately built on Rutland Point 
At the battery at Prince's Town _ 
At ditto in Cumberland Bay - 

At ditto in Suffolk Bag 
At ditto in St. David's Bay 
For a battery propoſed on the South ſide of 


* 
0 00 


Wallabou, the boundary river — 8 
For the Block-houſe, building at Rabaca, in 
the Charib country 2 98 


V 


=O 


d 


0 Oo O ou w O 


0 


o © 18 pounders. 


o o 9 pounders. 


0 


O 


O 


o A S vw» 0 D 


o lo inch mortars. 


= 0 0 


0000no 000 = 


© 


D:0:0 


16 | 


Total 11 26 6 15 7 16 


N. B. Beſides twenty - four ſhort fix pounders to wo be uſed = 


intrenchments, and other field works, as occaſion may re- 


quire. 


R £ M ORS E, 
Commanding Engineer, 


* 75 in all deficient, 


oO oO ſwivels. 


b 0:0-0: 0:9 
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SAINT VINGE NT. 


| King fion, 24th Auguſt, 1778. 

8 1 R, | 

I HAVE the honour to ſend you incloſed, a 
return of the ſeveral pieces of ordnance wanting at the dif- 
ſerent batteries and poſts in this Iſland ; the ſafety of which, at 
this critical j uncture, will much depend upon ſuch a ſupply, and 

which I preſume your Excellency will ,epreſent in proper terms 
0 the Secretary of State, The avant of powder, ball, and ord- 
nance ſtores in general, your Excellency has been long ac- 
quainted with, and I truſt have repreſented at home in time 
for us to receive a ſeaſonable ſupply. Nothing can be more 
eſential to the ſafety of this land than a detachment of artillery, 
here not being a ſingle man of that corps here, or one who knows 
the great guns or mortar exerciſe, I would wiſh your Excel- 
lency to mention, that, whenever ſupply of cannon and mor- 
tars may be ſent, a full proportion of powder, ball, carriages, 
beds, artillery, implements, and ſtores, be ſent at the fame 


time. I ſhall forward by this packet a py. of the incloſed 
return to the Board of Ordnance, | 


I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Vour moſt obedient, 
and moſt humble ſervant, 
Rr. MORSE, 
Commanding Engineer, 


His Excellency Gov, Morris, 


May 


. * 7 
* * 
n , 
4 x 


£ * 
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May it pleaſe your Excellency, 


WE, the Members .of his Majeſty's Cornet 
beg leave to return you our thanks for your ſpeech to the 
Board; and are very much concerned at the intelligence you 
have ther:in communicated, from he defencele/s 9 of this 
Hand, at ſo critical a j uucture. | | 

Your Excellency may fully rely on our rendineſs to give 
you our advice whenever you are pleaſcd to conſult us; and, 
on this alarming occaſion, for the more effectual and ſpeedy 
means to put this Colony in a better ſtate of ſecurity, we beg 
leave to requeſt your Excellency's attention to the recommen- 
dations of this Board hereunto annexed z and we cannot but 
lament, that any obſtacle ſhould have prevented your Excel- 
lency's intentions for the ſecurity and advantage of this Colo- 


ny; particularly at a time when we fand ſo much in need of 
aſj;ftance, Sc. 


Fr. Fincent, 26th Aug ut, 1778. 


The Gentlemen of the Aſſembly, 10 his Excellency the | 


General in Council, 


. 


26th Aug uf, 1778. 


WE beg leave to return our thanks to your 

Excellency for the communication you have been pleaſed to 
make to the Houſe, of the letter from the King of France to 
his Governor of Martinique, and of the hoſtile declaration 
grounded thereon, which has been ifſued in that Ifland, | 
We 


„„ 

We have taken into conſideration the ſtate of this Iſland, as 
well from the lights furniſhed by your Excellency, as from 
others which we have bten able to collect; from which ave find 
ourſelves in a ſituation, which aue cannot for a moment contem- 
plate without the utmoſt apprebenſion and concern — Our batteries 
provided of cannou—our magazines unfurniſhed with ammu- 
nition—and, to compleat our misfortune, the means of the inba- 
bitants to ſupply theſe deficiencies, totally inadequate to the exi- 
gencies of a ſeaſon, ſo full of peril both within and auithout l== 
Such, however, as are within our power we will not fail im- 
mediately to exert to the utmoſt, truſting to your Excellen- 
cy's repreſentation to his Majeſty, for a more effectual proviſion 
for our defence. 


WM. CROOK E, 
Speaker, 


Prince of Wales, in Carſtiſie Bay, 
Barbadoes, 37 Aug. 1778. 


SIR, e 


I HAVE received your Excellency's letter of 
the 2 ;th inſtant, with its incloſure ; and though no immediate 
attack may be meditated againſt the Iſland of St, Vincent, 1 
think you are perfectly right! in e againſt every con- 
tingency. | 

I am therefore very ſorry that it 7s not in my power to 1 8 
aiſh you with a Ae 77 boroder, as you Jeſire ; ; there being no 
- ORE 
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more on board the ſhips under my command than what 15 
abſolutely neeeſſary for their defence, &c. &c. 


I have the honour to be, with great truth and regard, 
Vour Excellency's 
moſt obedient, 
humble ſervant, 
SAMUEL BARRINGTON, 


His Excelleney Gov. Morris, 
St. Vincent. 


King ſton, Four o'clocł, Tueſday Morning. 
1/2 Sept. 1778. 
8 1 R. 


AS ſoon as I received your Excellency's diſ- 
patches for Admiral Barrington, on Thurſday the 27th ult. 
I failed for Barbadoes, and arrived on Sunday the zoth, at 
Eight at night, and immediately went on board the Admiral, | 
and delivered him your Excellency's letter, at ſame time in- | 
formed him, as the packet was to fail for England the day I 1 
left this Iſland, your Excellency could not write as fully as | 
you intended ; therefore defired me to be very particular in 
giving an account of the ſituation of this Iſland, and the want 
of ammunition and arms for the defence of it; as your Ex- 
cellency had received certain intelligence that an attack upon 

| this 


* Let the hour at which this letter was ſent prove how very early I was | 
acceſſible for, and how unremitting my attention in, public buſineſs. 
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this Iſland was intended by the Marquis de Bouille, The 
Admiral, upon peruſing your Excellency's letter, with the 
copy of the Freach declaration of repriſals incloſed, told me, 
if it had not come from your Excellency, he would have 
thought it ſpurious, as it was very bad French, and vaguely 
worded—he hoped your Excellency had not occalion to be in 
ſo great fear for the immediate ſafety of the Iſland, as your 
letter intimated, and I mentioned—that laſt week he had re- 
ceived a letter from ——, at Dominique in which 
he ſaid, if the Marquis de Bouills ſhould die this year, he 
would think it was occaſioned by the fear“ he was in from a 
viſit from the Admiral—that he had two of his ſquadron at 
Dominique, and was daily expecting to hear from thence ; and 
if Governor Stuart ſhould adviſe him that he had intelligence 
(he could depend upon) that an attack was to be made di- 
rectly on that Iſland, he would then conſult his officers, and 
ſhould think himſelf juſtified in breaking his orders which he 
was then under. As to powder and arms, he had no more 
on board the ſlips under his command, than what was neceſ- 
ſary for their defence. 

I have the honour to incloſe the Admiral's letter, EIN 
would have been delivered was it not- too early to intrude 
upon your Excellency—being, with great reſpect, 


Your Excellency's 
moſt obedient, 
bumble ſervant. 


CHARLES DUNLOP. 
His Excellency Gov. Morris. b 


b  GRE- 


* Never was this word more improperly applied, than to a man 
incapable of the ſenſation, whoſe diſtinguiſted bravery did him and 
his country as much honour, as it dealt miſchief to that country's 
foes, and whoſe other ſingularly amiable qualities muſt eyer endear 
him to theſe, and claim this tribute of juſt praiſe.. | 
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GRENADA. 


St. George's, Sept. I½, 1778. 

S 1 Ry ; 
T1 RETURN your Excellency many thanks | 

for the honour of your letter of the 29th pail, incloſing the 


French King's letter to M. de Bouille, and for being fo good | f 
as to forward to me Governor Stuart's diſpatches, &c, &, | 


Sir, 
Your Excellency's moſt obedient, 


and moſt humble ſervant, g 
| MACARTNEY, | 
His Excellency V. alentine Morris. I 


Prince of Wale: in Carſlifle Bay, 
Barbadoes, "th Sept. 1778. 


I HAVE the honour to convey to your Ex- 

cellency a packet which I this day received for you from 4 

| Lieut. Gov. Stuart, of the Iſland of Dominique, and which I 
underſtand contains à copy of the letter you lately tranſmiticdl 
me, from his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, to the Marquis def 

Bouillé, Governor of the Iſland of Martinique, directing bin 

to commit hoſtilities againſt the poſſeſſions and ſubjects of the 
I | cine 


1 


Crown of Great-Britain, and alſoſa copy of one fon the 
Marquis to Lieut, Gov, Stuart, which fully ai thenticates 
the former. | 
J have the honour to be, with great truth and regard, 
Your Exceliency's 
molt obedient, 


humble ſervant, 
SAMUEL B ARRING TON, 


His Excellency Gow. Morris, 
St. Vincent. 


. Sept. 1170, 1778. 

8 IR, | 

___ ALTHOUGH I have done myſelf the honour 
of writing two letters to your Excellency, the one of the 1ſt, 
the other of the 6th of this month, I yet take this-opportunity 
of acquainting you of my being informed, that the Charibs 
of this Iſland have not only been permitted to buy lately very 
large quantities of arms and ammunition, at Martiniq"e and 
St, Lucie, but have alſo received as preſents from your Ex- 
celleucy, out of the Royal Stores at n conſiderable 
ſupplies of this nature. 

Poſitive as my information ſeems to be, I feel very unwil- 
ling to give full eredit to a procedure, ſo repugnant to all the 
laws and practice of polite and civilized nations, however 
deeply theſe may be engaged in reciprocal war; and there- 
fore write this to your Excellency, to requeſt a candid anſwer 
how much of this intelligence I ought to credit; at the ſame 
time, my duty to the Royal Sovereign I am proud to ſerve, 
obliges me to acquaint your Excellency, that the Charibs 
H h 2 tr. 
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certainly having brought from the French Iflands very lately 
great quantities, not of the common fowling fuſils, which 
they uſed formerly to get there, but regimental ones, ſuch 
as the French troops make uſe of, gives too much grounds 
for my belief of ſuch information, and which I flatter myſelf 
your Excellency's anſwer to this will explain fo ſatisfactorily 
as to leave ro doubt how they came by theſe, 

The employing, or even countenancing, in ever ſo flight 
a manner, ſavages to carry ona war 1n their barbarous mode, 
againii any but ſavages, has been ever juſtly looked upon, by 
all civilized nations, with ſuch horror and deteſtation, that J 
cannot, but on the fulleſt conviction, believe your Excellency 
will adopt ſuch a meaſure : ſhould I, however, be unhappily 
miſtaken, it is my duty, and that candour, I wiſh ever to ma- 
nifeſt, obliges me to acquaint your Excellency, that you muſt 

not be ſurpriſed if no regard whatever be by me paid, and 
probably by other his Britannic Mezjelty's Governors, in car- 
rying on the preſent unh+ppy war to the mode hitherto prac- 
tiſcd between European nations; as I ſhall, under ſuch pro- 
vocation, think myſelf not barely authoriſed, but compelled 
to retaliate on ſuch French ſubjects as unhappily may fall 
within my power, every ſpecies of miſery which the ſavages, 
inſtigated by your Exccllency's authority (if it ſhould appear 
they are or will be) ſhall dare inflict upon any perſons within 
the protection of my government. 

I thought it right to acquaint your Clin of ſuch my 
determined reſolution, if unhappily forced to put it into 
practice; at the ſame time your Excellency's known charac- 
ter for humanity, and ſo eminently poſſeſſing all thoſe amiable 
qualities of the heart, which ſo often have diſtinguiſhed his 

Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty's Governors, are my ſecurities, that 
this notification, although my duty to give, will have been 
perfectly needleſs, &c. & » | 

| ] remain, with eſteem, 


Your Excellency's 


obedient humble ſervant, 


VALENTINE MORRIS, 


Marquis de Bouille. 
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SAINT VINCENT. 


| Government-honſz, Sept. 14th, 1778, 
MY LORD, 


IT. is my fate to be able to convey to your 
Lordſhip, ixtereſting, although di/agrecable intelligence, of the 
deſigns and motions of our perfidious enemies, the French; va- 
rious accounts, aſſure me ot Dominiqne, as I before acquaint». 
ed, having been by them taken yeſſerday was ſe'nnight, &c. 
J learn, the veſſels, and part of the troops which were em- 
ployed in that expedition, are returned to Martinique, and an 
embargo laid there on all veſſels, in order to prepare for 
another deſcent elſewhere; your Lordſhip, or myſelf, may 
expect a very early ſimilar ſummons, although your Lord. 
ſhip's nearer ſituation to Admiral Barrington's ſquadron, 
will, I truſt, with your natural ſtrength, give ſecurity to the 
Colony under your command, | | 
The expoſed ſituation of this Iſland, andi its nearneſs to the 
French Iſlands, together with the Charibs I fear at this mo- 
ment preparing to join any attempt, leave me but a gloomy 
proſpect; but if the Coloniſts will but give their hearty aſ- 
| fiſtance, J hope to be able to ſhew mytelf worthy of the truſt 
repoſed in me by the care of this Colony, I have wrote to 
Admiral Barrington and Gov. Hay by this expreſs, &c. &c. 


J remain, with eſteem, 
| Your Lord(hip's 
obedient humble ſervant, 


VALENTINE MORRIS. 
His Excellency Lord Macartney. 


WIT FIR. - ws , Wh 4 Mr, 
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September 16, 1778. 


Mr. Preſident and Gentlemen of the Councll. 
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Aſſembly: 


I HAVE called you together to lay before 
you the diſagreeable information of the taking of. Dominique, 
which ſeems ſo confirmed, as I fear to leave little room to 
doubt of the truth of it, later intelligence convinces me 
a fimilar viſit is almoſt immediately intended for this Iſland. 

T mean not to aſt your opi tion whether T fhould defend the Co. 
lony to the utmrft, or offer to capitulate in caſe the enemy ſhould 
attempt chat they now meditate ; but take this opportunity of 
informing you of niy being determined to do my duty, and to de- 
fend it to the lafl, in caſe I meet that fleady' ſucconr, and vigo- 
rous aſſifkance from the Colony, which his Majeſty has a right to 
expect; which I now call on you for, and which I truſt your an- 
Fewer to this æuill give me the Fulleff and moſt explicit aſſurances 
; but I at the ſame time acquaint you, T fhall ever be extremely 
glad to receive your advice howv to render moſt efſectual for the 
defence of the Colony, that reffrance it is "y 4 to make, wy” 
properly ſupported. 

As I have diſpatched to Admiral Barrington information of 
our ſituation, and have folicited the ſpeedieſt ſuccour ; juſt 
hopes of receiving that, ought to ſpur us to fignalize our- 
ſelves to the utmoſt in our endeavours to preſerve to his Ma- 
jeſty, a colony, he has ever ſo peculiarly diſtinguiſhed by his 
favour, a conduct which by meriting, will be certain of re- 
ceiving in future his molt fignal protection, and in greatly 
redouad to our honour, 

I further acquaint you, chat I mean to-morrow to cauſe an 
alarm to be fired, in order by putting this colony under arms, 
to be the more ready to meet that danger which more pecu- 
larly threatens us now, before the Admiral can give us his 
aſſiſtance, 


VALENTINE MORRIS, 


Sept. 1 3h, I 778. 


His Majeſty's Council of Saint Vincent, recommends 10 
his Excellency General Morris, the following Steps to 
be taken on the preſent emergent Occaſion, &c. Sc. 


THAT it appears to this Board abſolutely 
neceſſary a guard-houſe and magazine ſhould be built at each 
of the batteries, as recommended by Capt. Morſe, &c. 

It appears likewiſe to this Board that it is abſolutely requi- 
ſite, the platform for the guns allotted for the battery above 
the town of Kingſton, ſhould be forthwith compleated, and 
the Old* Guard-houſe be made fir for the reception of an 
officer's guard of the regulars, to do conſtant duty there, 
and be relie ved weekly, &c. &c. 


We alſo recommend a new militia bill to be nn as the 
preſent one is nearly expired. 


8 IR, 


TH E diſagreeable ſituation in which you 
now ſtand between the French and Charibs, has reached 
me; I am truly concerned to hear it, and equally ſo that is 
not in my power to give 25 any aſſiſtance. 


| SIR, 
St. Chriſtopher, . Your moſt obedient Servant, 
Sept. 20, 1778. VM. MATT, BURT. 


His Excellency Governor Morris, 
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| St. Vincent, Sept, 24 1778. 
MY LORD, I 


ALTHOUGH extremely hurried, I can- 
not omit doing my ſelf the honor of informing your Lordſhip 
by this letter, what I acquainted Captain meu, with, that 
yeſ/erday morning two large privateer ſloops, and three large 
ſchooners of the ſame employ, were by the Marquis de 
Bouille's orders, to quit the carenage of St. Lucie, to re- 


pair to Martinique, there to join other veſſels, preparing to 


convoy an embarkation, as it was ſaid, deſigned firſt againſt 
this Iſland, and then againſt Grenada; your Lordſhip may 
be perfectly aſſured of the authenticity of the firſt part of 
this intelligence, as alio of four veſſels, two large floops, 
and two large ſchooners, part of theſe I believe being of the 
five, having on Wedneſday morning laſt been cruifing be- 
twixt the French Iſlands and Grenada, ſo as diſtinctly to have 

been ſeen juſt at ſun- riſe from ſeveral parts of this Iſland; but 
as to the real intentions of the Marquis de Bouille collecting 
veſſels together, that cannot be as yet by me otherwiſe aſcer- 
tained than by the diſcourſe of people at St. Lucie, in preſence 
of thoſe, they thought moſt afluredly going to Surinam; (the 


veſſel and many of the crew being really Dutch, although 


coming to me with intelligence) beſides this, letters were 
received in St. Lucie, from Martinique, which mentioned 
with ſuppoſed certainty, the deſign being ſuch as I have 
marked ; yet I beg your Lordſhip to excuſe the freedom of 
my declaring a belief that your Lordſhip will be the like- 
lieſt to receive a compliment from the Marquis ; the inſigni- 
ficancy of this Government under my care, will, I hope 


and believe, give it that ſecurity, which I have little teaſon 
to expect any vigorous ſupport from my coloniſts likely to 


give it; however, notwithſtanding this very diſcouraging 
cireum- 


t! 


t 
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circumſtance, and the very unlucky and dangerous reſtric- 
tion by our Militia Bill, that no alarms ſhall continue more 
than ten days, or be renewed after that but with the advice 
of both my aſſembly as well as council; and perſuaded 
that the firſt body will not concur in the renewal (on any 
thing but the actual appearance of an enemy off our coaſt) 
of that alarm, as it was indecent enough under the preſent 
dangerous ſituation to acquaim me, it thought it unneceſſary, 
and defired it might not be fired, I ſhall do my duty to the F 
utmoſt, truſting ſhould your Lordſhip hear of my being t- 
tacked, and can afford me any ſuccour, or can acquaint any 


of the Admiral's ſhips in your neighbourhood, that I ſhall 


receive the ſame as ſpeedily as poſſible, as I am determined 
(unleſs I ſhould be prevented by the moſt ſhameful deſertion 
of my colony) to defend the Iſland to the utmoſt, and ſhall 
make the utmoſt uſe of the appearance even of ever ſo ſmall 
a ſuccour to inſpire my people with courage. Let me intreat 
that the conſideration of being able to ſpare but ſmall afſiſt- 
ance, may not deter from ſending that, and permit me to re- 
queſt that the leading, or indeed any veſſel bringing me ſuch, 
may carry a Dutch enſign at its mizen peak, and ſmaller | 
craft on their maſt-head, as I have more than one ſmall * 
boat, &c. employed! in procuring and bringing me intelligence 
ſhould I receive any, relative to the Iſlands under your 

Lordſhip's government, the ſame ſhall be tranſimitred with 

the urine diſpatch, by &c. &c. | 


| (Signed) VALENTINE MORRIS; - 
Lord Macartney, | f 
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Sept. 26, 1778. 
8 IR, 


T H E repeated intelligence I receive from 
undoubted authority of the evil intentions of the Charibs, 
in caſe of any appearance of the French, who have aſſured 
them of their intention of throwing ſome people into their 
country to head their inſurrection, renders the utmoſt pre- 
caution abſolutely neceſſary, and as the poſt of Oya, or 
Fort Sackville, is of all others the propereſt and moſt likely 
place for the French to attempt to land any ſuch ſuccour, 
however inconfiderable, and is of courſe of the ytmoſt im- 
portance, I cannot ſuffer it to remain a day without an officer 
in that poſt, you will therefore directly order one out, as it 
mult be uncertain when the one deſigned to have gone there 
may be able to do it, and our riſque is immediate and immi- 
neut, it was unadviſed to let the former officer quit that poſt 
of ſuch importance, before he was actually relie ved by the 
preſence of another. „ 

As I find alſo there are fewer people fit for duty than 
I think that poſt at this particular time requires, I would 
have you alſo reinforce it with fix or eight men from Rabaca, 
for you my depend on it, the former poſt will be one of the 
places the enemy will endeavour to flip men in at. I would 
have no time loſt in executing all this, and am 


Sir, 
Your humble Seryant, 


(signed) VALENTINE MORRIS. 
Col. Etherington, | 


GRENADA. 
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RN RN A D 
5 R. St. George's, Sept. 28, 1778. 
I AM to acknowledge the honor of your 
Excellency's letter of the 23d inſtant, and to expreſs my 
concern that you ſhould meet with thoſe &iReultics in your 
government of which you complain, and which muſt be par- 
ticularly unpleaſant at this time. It will give me great plea- 
ſure to hear of your being able to get free from them, and 
to re-eſtabliſh the former tranquillity, &c. &c. RS 
The gentlemen of the garriſon of Dominique brought us 
no other news than that it was thought the French were pre- 
paring for another expedition, they would naturally point it 
againſt ſuch of our Iſlands as they imagine to be moft defence- 
les, but J believe they will ſcarcely attempt any thing con- 
fiderable till they recive a reinforcement of ſhips of war. 
I have the honor to be with great truth and regard, 


Sir, 
Your Excellency's moſt obedient, 
and moſt humble Servant, 
Hi Excellency  MACARTNEY, 
Valentine Morris, Sc. Sc. „ 


FEY * * ICY * [4 e - A. ME. 2 — —— 
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. Od. 15, 1 778. 
The General to the Gentlemen of the Aſſembly, 


THE General acquaints the Gentlemen of 
the Aſſembly, that he has received repeated and moſt recent, 
and to be relied on information, that the French ſo far from 
dropping their intentions of making a deſcent on this Ifland, 

| 1 | Ii S.-- | | (and 


(40 


(an! at the ſame time ſtirring up the Charibs to join them, 
who have certainly promiſed ſo to do) are continuing their 
preparations for ſo doing, Sc. Se. 

"Healſo confirms to them the aſſurances that the Charibs 
have received from the French very large ſupplics of exceed- 
ing good arms, and ammunition of all kinds; and that ſe— 
veral of their chiefs had been over at Martinique, and St, 
Lucie, that they have generally every other day a meeting at 
| Chattoiers, by way of Council, keep guard conſtantly, and 
part of the guard regularly meet particularly on Sunday, at 
Grand Sable. 

The General, further informs the Gentlemen of the Aſſem- 
bly, that the roads from La Colonarie, to Oya, but more 
particularly between Rabaca and Oya, are ſo obſtructed by 
growing of Roſeaus, and the falling of grewgrew trees, as 
to.cut off all communication between thoſe poſts. 

He therefore earneſtly recommends to their confideration 
the following things, as indeſpenſably Ry for the lafety 
of the Iſland, 

To immediately prepare an act for maifing ſupplies adequate 
te the exigencies of the Colony. 

To hire for any time, not exceeding one month, any ſmall weſ- 
ſel to cruize off the French 1/lands, and to communicate intelli- 
gence of what may be going forward there, ſuch a veſſel it is 
imagined might be hired at the utmoſt for a Jobannes a day, or 
even much leſs, Sc. Sc. 1 

To throw up ſome entrenchments on the boy , commonty called 
Ciroofe's Bay, Sc. Oc. | 


w 


The 


Nn 


Odole- 20th, 1779. 


A be 6 of the Aſſembly, to his Exceling the 
General and Council, 


WE cannot concur with your Board in em- 
ploying a veſſel to cruize in the channel of St. Lucie, as the 
expediency of the meaſure ſeems to bear no proportion to the 
impropriety of engaging a colony, already too n. incum- 
bered, in any unneceſſary expence. 


WM. CROOKE, Speaker, 


e, 224 ns. 
The Gate of the Aſembly , to his Excellency the 


General in Council, 


THIS Houſe cannot conceive that it is the 
buſineſs of the public to provide a jail for the reception of 

French priſoners, but that it ought to be done at the expence of 

Government, as it was laſt war in the old Iſlands. 


Wi. CROOKE, Speaker, 


* 


T THINK 
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SIR, 

I THINK it proper to report to your Ex- 
cellency, that the magazine is finiſhed, though I am ſorry 
to ſay, there 1s very little to put into it, there being only 
two barrels of powder in flore, only about one dozen rounds of 
ready fil ed cartridges, for tauo eighteen and two fix pounders ; 
and half of one of the above barrels, I have your Excellen- 
cy's orders to ſend to Lieut. Gottſhed, at Oya. 

I have reported the above to your Excellency, thinking it 
proper to lay the ſame before the Council, who, I underſtand, 
are to meet to-day, at the government-houſe, 


I am reſpectfully, 
Your Excellency's, 
Now. 2d. very obedient, and humble Servant, 
GEO. SHARPE. 
His Excellency General Morris. 


—__ "A * > - . 8 . * 


Prince of Wales in Carliſle Bay. 

„ Barbadoes, Nov. 24, 1778. 
SIR, | | | 

1 HAVE the honor of your Excellency's 

letter of the 21ſt of laſt month, and felt great ſatisfaction i in 

the plan you have propoſed, &c. &c. 

I am much obliged by the trouble your Excellensy has 
taken with reſpect to the ſquadron's being ſupplied with wood 
at St. Vincent, but I believe a ſufficient quantity can be pro- 

cured at Becquia, &c. &c. | 


I have the honour to be with great truth and regard, 
Sir, at 
Your Excellency's moſt obedient, 
ay humble Servant, 


| SAM. BARRIN GTON. 
His Excellency Gen, Morris, &c, &c, 


„ 
S.. Vincent, Nov. 30, 1778. 


81 R, 


This moment at fix o' Clock in the evening I received the 
honor of os of the 24th inſtant, by 'Caprain Thomp- 
ſon, &c. 

The intelligence I ſtill keep up in the French iſlands, al- 
though much interrupted lately, together with the like which 
I preſerve among our internal enemies the Charibs, and the 
ſteps I have taken to know, and to ſuppreſs the leaſt hoſtile 
motion on their parts, joined to my earneſt defire by ſome 
ſpirited coup d'eclat, to efface the ill impreſſion as ſoon as 
poſſible, which the capture of Dominique might occaſion in 
England, more than any particular ſtrength of this colony, 
induced me Sir, to make the propoſal to you which I did in my 
letter of the 21ſt of laſt month, for an attack on St. Lucie, 
avhich I flill am confident would be ſucceſsful, but I ſubmit to 
your better judgment concerning the propriety of attempt- 
ing it. 

I had, Sir, agreeable to my laſt letter, taken care to ſecure 
both here and at Becquia, a conſiderable quantity of wood 
for your ſquadron, agreeable to your requeſt, and ſh ll, Sir, 
ever have a particular pleaſure in fulfilling any re nen you 
may pleaſe to honour me with, and which may be within my 
power. Ho | 

Two days ago I forwarded to Martinique and Dominique ali 
the priſoners I had here, on purpole to get from tdene many 
uſeful Engliſh ſeamen now kept there; and this 1 did, Sir, pur- 
poſely to have had the ſatisfaction of agreeably ſurpriſing 

you by the honor I propoſed to myſelf of furniſhing you 
with many able and uſeful ſeamen ; as I really bel.eve I ſhall 
ſpeedily receive ſuch, I ſhall retain them till ſome veſſel of 
your ſquadron may call for them, unleſs I know with cer- 
tainty where to ſend them ſafely to you, Sir, a recruit to ſome 
of your ſhips, &c. &C, » 

F I am, Sir, | 

| Your obedient humble Servant, 
(Signed) VALENTINE MORRIS, 
Admiral Barrington, | | 1 
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St. Vincent, Dec. 13th, 1779. 

11 
| PERMIT me to > congratulate you, M in ad- 


vance, for thoſe laurels you are about to reap, and that 
| | glory you are going to give to the Britiſh arms: — At the 
| 


ſame time I think it my duty to orm you, although 
doubtleſs you may learn it from others, that there is a maſked 
| battery, on the left hand fide going into the Carenage of &.. 
1 Lucie, amongft the buſhes left on purpoſe to conceal it; but the 
gun carriages of the ſame avere, as aiſo part of the battery it- 
ſelf lately, in wery bad repair. 
= | I have the pleaſure alſo to acquaint you, that, in Ance 
| Maho, there 1s very deep water, and a Bay of great facility to 
1 diſembark in, with little or no defence there, and having 
very trivial obſtruction between that Bay and the principal 
parts of the Iſland, you, Sir, a al/o find one * 
formerly maſter of a trading veſſel belonging to this Iſland, 
and himſelf alſo belonging to the __ a very uſeful and 
confidential pilot, and who is on board —, one of the 
Captains of your ſquadron ; ; the ſame alſo of one „on 
board, as I learn, Capt. 's veſſel, both bf whom, 
as alſo others now on this land, J had, Goa a conſiderable 
time, purpoſely detained, in order to be of ſervice to you, Sir, 
or any of his Majeſty's Officers, anxiouſly ſolicitous, yet no- 
thing doubting, for the ſucceſs of this expedition ; the event 
of which I hope ſoon to have the honour of knowing; as 
alſo the particulars ; and, grie ved not perſonally to have a 
ſhare in it, I remain, 


8 IR, | 
Your odvdtent, huwble ſervant, 
(Signed, VALENTINE MORRIS, 


7 


N. B. The od will ſee the propriety ofſuppreſſing theſe per- 
ſon's names, to pre vent our enemies knowing who they were, The 
| like caution I thought right io obſerve in other inſtances, 
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P. 8. As ſoon as you have done with ——, I wal be 
obliged to you to let him return to this Iſland, he belonging 
to it; but by no means before you make every uſe you may 
want of his local knowledge of the Bays in the French 
Iſlands, and of Dominique, but more particularly of St, 
Lucie; he was on board Captain a little while 
ſince. 


To the Hon. Samuel Barrington, | 
| Rear Admiral of the Red, and 
Commander in Chief of his 
Majeſty's ſhips employed on 
the Leeward I/land Station. 


8 St. "I Dec. I zth, I 778. 
8. I. R. : 


GIVE me leave, ! in advance, to felicitate you, 
myſelf, and all other loyal ſubjects, on thoſe laurels you, 
Sir, are perſonally going to reap, and thoſe benefits and ho- 
nour, it is, Sir, your happy and deſerved lot to be going to 
acquire for your King and Country, in that expedition I 
learn, Sir, you are now on. Uncertain whether you might 
not have occaſion for ſome of the troops, although few in 
number, which we have on this Iſland, I have kept them; 
and ſhall continue to keep them in readineſs, leſt I ſhould re- 
ceive orders for them to join you, Sir, or obeying other or« 
ders you may be directed to iſſue on that head. 1 have this 
day wrote to Admiral Barrington by this ſame conveyance ; 
wherein, beſides pointing out to him ſome pilots, belonging to 
this Iſland, and auho long fince, in eæpeclalion of having them 
uſeful, J Tag here, and are now on board two ſhips in his 

K k | Squas 
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ſquadron; and beſides making him the offer of ſending more 
from hevce, ſhould he want more, I further acquaint him, 
which T with p'enſure repeat to you, Sir, that 7% entering 
rn'o the Carenage at St. Lucie, to which Tland JI learn the ex- 
prdition is firft hound, is a maſied battery on the left hand 
Among the bu;: es, loft nent on purpoſe, alt hof the ſame, par- 


ticularly the carriages of the guns, were a very few weeks ago 
much cut of repair, 1 al'o have the picafure, and think it 
my duty to inform you, that there is dep water, axd an caſy 
beach at Ance Maho, in the ſame Iſland, with little or no de- 
fence to obſtruct a landing there, and very little to prevent a 
warch from thence, after once landing, to any part of the 
Ifland, As I am particularly acquainted with, and have long 
ſince obtained minute informations reſpecting not only that 
Iſland, but the other French Iflands, you, Sir, may not 
only rely on this I now give you, but may, at all times, 
command all within my power; and ſhould it be neceſſary 
to furniſh you, Sir, with other pilots or perſons knowing 
the locality of theſe Iflands, 1 ſhall be moſt happy in fur- 
niſlüüng you with ſuch, 
I regret much that the dutics of my wy here prevent my 
purſuing my warm inclinations of joining your forces as 3 
Volunteer in perſon, aſſuring you, Sir, how much I truly 
am, | | 
% Sir, 
a ' Jour obedient, humble ſervant, 
VALENTINE MORRIS. 


P. 8. Let me intreat, that if any ſmall craft ſhould be 
ſent off to this Iſland, I may be informed of the progeny and 
particulars of the expedition. | | 

The French Governor at Dominique hs a vide 
has declared, that when beat out of the lower fort, which he 
expects, he will retire to the upper; and to prevent his Ma- 
jeſty's troops being covered by the town of Roſeau, he means 
ka) i 8 | x 3 7 to 


( 47 ) 
to ſet tha on fire; which probably an ear'y meſſoge to him, 
and a threat of giving him no quarter ſhould he ſo act, might 
ſave the town. Pardon the freedom, of the ves 


General Grant, 


Prince of Wales, in the Grand Cul de Sac, in the 
and of St. Lncie, 16th Dec. 1778. 
. 
THE Count d' Eſtaing having made his ap- 
pearance here with a force ſuperior to the ſquadron under my 


command, I think it not unlikely that he may pay you a wiftt ; 
and therefore diſpatch this that your Excellency may be pre- 


pared for the worſt, &c. 


I have the honour to be, 
Wick great truth and . 
Sir, 


Your Excellency's moſt obedient, 


humble ſervant, 
SAMUEL BARRINGTON. 


His E xcellency Governor Morris, 
St, Vincent. 


(408) 
Government-Houſe, St Vincent, Dec. 17th, 1778. 
8 IR, 8 


WITHIN this hour I have the honour of re- 
ceiving your letter of yeſterday; as I had, on the 14h inſt, 
two days before the date of your's, diſpatched a gentleman to 
you to inform you of the arrival of Count D*Eſtaing with his 
| ſquadron, which 1 had juſt learnt with certainty, although 
that Gentleman returned this day, after fruitleſs attempts to 
get into St, Lucie to deliver you my letter, I was not ſur- 

prized at the contents of your favour, but am exceedingly 

happy in learning, by the conveyance which brought me 
your's, that you, Sir, had hitherto been fortunate enough 
to repel all attacks which had been made to diſlodge you 
from St. Lucie, May that ſucceſs, Sir, attend you, and 
other his Majeſty's Commanders, which your and their bra, 
very entitles you and them to. I have put, and ſhall con- 
tinue to keep, this Colony in the beſt poſture of defence J 
poſſibly can; although, ſhould ſuch force, as Count D'Eſ- 
taing is able to bring againſt us, really attack us, I much 
fear, the fate of this Colony would be very ſoon determined: 
J yet ſhall be proud to teſtify, by my utmoſt exertions, my 
zeal for his Majeſty's ſervice. 


] remain, Sir, 
Your moſt obedient, 
humble ſervant, 


NE, 8 VALENTINE MORRIS. 
Admiral Barringtga. | | 


| Se. 
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ä S', Vincent, Dec. 19th, 1758. 
SIR, 


THE bearer (Capt. Hyland, of a ſtout, 
well manned floop) having orders to endeavour to bring me 
intelligence of the preſent ſituation of affairs at St. Lucie, 
and of the Britiſh and French fleets, on which the ſafety ef 
this Iſland depends; and being directed, in caſe he cannot 
learn any thing reſpecting Admiral Byron's arrival, to pro- 
ceed to Barbadoes to know concerning him, is alſo ordered, 
in caſe he ſhould have the honour of ſeeing you, to receive 
your commands for that Iſland, but intreating he may be de- 
tained as ſhort a time as poſſible; and that I may learn of 
your's and General Grant's ſafety and ſucceſſes, 


I remain, with eſteem, 
Your obedient, 


humble Seryant, 


VALENTINE MORRIS, 


Admiral B arri ngtons 
= a. 
5 St. Vincent, Dec. 19, 1778. c 
615. nt 


ANXIOUS, to the utmoſt degree, for the 
' ſafety of this Colony, which I think depends in great mea» 
ſure, if not abſolutely, on learning whether Admiral Byron 
is arrived in your Excellency's Ifland, I write to requeſt to 
hear concerning him, and that the bearer of this, Capt. Hy- 
land, may be able to give your * ſome intelligence 


con- 


e #10 } ) 
concerning Admiral Barrington, and the troops at St. Lucie, 
as Alſo of Count D'Eſtaing: he has directions to examine, ag 
minutely as poſſible, what is tranſacting at St. Lucie, and to 
report the ſame to your Excellency ; and potſhbly he may 
bring your Excellency ſome letter from Admiral Barrington. 


I have the honour to be, with eſleem, 
Your Excellency's 
moſt obedient, humble Servant, 


0 VALENTINE MORRIS, 
Gov. Hay, Barbadoes. | 


Prince of Wales, in the Grand Cul de Sac, in the 
and of St. Lucie. 22d Dec. 1778. 
SIR, e 

I HAVE received your Excellency's letter of 
the 17th inſtant, and am ſorry it 15 totally out of my power, at 
preſent, to afford you the leaft aſſiſtance ; the ſquadron under 
my command being blocked up by cies {ail of the 8255 and 
ten iropmens ? 

But if your Excellency wvill be 2 good as to diſpatch the weſſel 
by which youwill receive this to Barbadoes, with my packets for 
Gov. Hay, and Capt. Linzee, it auill be the means of haftening 

| Admiral Byron to our relief, the moment he arrives there. 
| I have the honour to be, with great truth and regard, 
1 5 : Sir, 
Vour Excellency's 

moſt obedient, 

humble ſeryant, 

A SAMUEL BARRINGTON. 

His Excellency Gov. Morris, 5 F 
ba St. F incents | BO SAINT 


an) 
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Extract SE the Minutes of the Afembly of T W; 


the 224 December, 1778. 


On motion made by Mr. Collins, and ſeconded by Mr. Blair, 
the Houſe reſol ved themſelves into a Committee, to enquire 
into the foupdation of the right claimed by his Excellency 
the General, ot compelling the Inhabitantsof this. Iſland, 
under the penalties of martial law, to take arms by procla- 
mation, without any Act of the Legiſlature being in exiſt» 
ence for that pu! poſe, and choſe Ar. Ottley, Chairman, 
Ke. Kc. 3 


RESOLVED, That chere is por a At of 
the Legiſlature of this is Ifland, by which the Inhabitants 3 


are formed i ipto i mi! tia, and compellable to bear arms. 
; I iQ Ft 


BTV, That a Bill for that purpoſe paſſed this Houſe 
the. 22d of October, and till lays with the, Board above. Jem 


Res o LVED, That wntil fach Bill be paſſed into a law,” np 
poxver awhatever has à right to compel the inhabitants of this 


and to take arms, and to perform military ſerwice. 
 RegoLyE D, That, the proclamation iſſued by his Excel- 


lency Valentine Morris, Eſq. requiring the inhabitants of 


this Ifland to take arms, and to perform military ſervice, 


the firing of certain guns, conſtituting an alarm, under the 


ſanguinary penalties annexed by the law martial to their diſs 


obedience, being totally void of legal foundation, is a mani · 


feſt uſurpation on the liberties of the ſubject. 


REsoLvED, That in this hour of real danger, this Houſe 
have determined, on their parts, and do moſt earneſtly re- 
commend to all che inhabitants of the Iſland, to arm theme 


I ſelves, 


· 
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ſelves, and to exert their utmoſt efforts for the protection of 
it, &c. &c. 


On motion, RESsoLVED, That the Houſe do approve of 
the Reſolutions of the Committee, and that a copy thereof 
be given by the Clerk to his Excellency the General, 


G. HILLOCK, 
Clerk to the Aſſembly, 


Government Houſe, Dec. 23d, 1778. 
SIR, 1 

WHAT you delivered” to me yeſterday being 

only an extract of the minutes of the Aſſembly of that day, 


you will directly bring me the minutes of that body, that I 


may ſee the ſame; and will alſo, with the utmoſt diſpatch, 


make me two copies of all the minutes of that Houſe, from 
the time you laſt furniſhed me with them. | 


1 am, Sir, 
Your humble ſervant, 
(Signed) VALENTINE MORRIS. 


Gilbert Hillock, Eſq. Clerk 
to the Aſſembly, © 


81 R, 


„ 


SIR, 

IAM honoured with your Exceltency! s letter, 
and in anſwer beg leave to inform you, that I was directed by 
the Houſe, to deliver you only the extract from the minutes, 
which I did ſhall immediately wait on the Speaker, and 
receive his orders, relative to the requiſition in your letter; 
and I have the honour of being, with the greateſ regard, 

Sir, s.. 
Your Excellency's moſt edlen, 
and moſt humble ſervant, 
Dec. 23d, 1778. G. HILL OC K, 
Clerk to the Aſſembly. 
His X viallonry Gov. Morris, i 


Extrafts from a Meeting of the Privy Council, at the 
Government Houſe, the 23d Dec. 1778. 
PRE SE N T, 
His Excellency, THE GENERAL. - 
The Hon. HARRY SHARE, Eſq. Preſident, 
The Hon. HARRY SMITH James HARTLY, Eſq, 
The Hon. Wm. WaLK ER Wh. NEALE, Eſq. 
THE General communicated to the Board certain extracts 
that he received from the Houſe of Aﬀembly — after- 
noon, which are as follow: “ 


* Here follows the extract of the reſolution of the 
Aſſembly, and the copy of a letter from the Clerk of that 
Houſe, reſpecting copies of the minutes; alſo the Clerk's 
anſwer, not copied here, as intended | to be forwarded by his 


Excellenc ſeparately. 
ar; : LL 8 There- 


1 
7 
ö 
1 
7 


| © a.» 

Therefore deſired to receive the opinion of the Board upon 
both theſe ſubjects - alſo deſired their opinion how proviſions 
were to be. ſupplied to the perſons now upon the alarm, and 
whether they thought it adviſeable to continue to entrench 
and fortify the hill above the town; and in caſe the negroes 
now ſent by the inhabitants ſhould be withdrawn, defires their 
advice how this can be carried on. 


The General having alſo communicated to the Board, that 
he had determined to prorogue or diſſolve the Aſſembly, on 
account of the aforeſaid reſolutions, unleſs that Houſe ex- 
punged the fame from their minutes. This Board, in conſe- 
quence of the critical fituation of the {/land, recommend every 
means to be taken to prevail on the Aſſembly to expunge ſuch 
reſolution, his Excellency therefore concurred with this Board 
in their recommendation, and that he would, previouſly to 
taking ſuch ſteps, 8988 of the Aſſembly to 3 the 
ſame. 


St, Vincent, FEE Dee. 1778. 


I do hereby certify this above to be a true abſtract of che 
minutes of the Council of the 2 the inſtant, 


CHARLES DUNLOP, 
Deputy Clerk of the Council. 


The 
bv {ON 


A 


The General to the Gentlemen of the Afrob. 


THE General acquaints the Gentlemen of the 
Aſſembly, that the Clerk of their Houſe is not the proper 
perſon to be by them ſent to him, to communicate : any of their 
reſolves, which he deſires may be in future tran{mitted to him 
in the proper and more reſpectful manner; and further ac- 
quaints them, that thoſe of the 22d inſtant appear ſo indecent, 
ſo pregnant with ill conſequences, at this critical time of dan- 
ger, and foreign invation, and ſo derogatory to his Majeſty's 
Royal eitabliſhed rights and prerogatives, that he muſt and 
does require the ſame to be directly expunged from their mi- 
nutes, previous to that Houſe entering upon any other buſt» 
neſs whatever, 


— 
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(Signed) VALENTINE MORRIS, 
Government Houſe, _ + 5 
Dec. 24th, 1778. . | A 


The. Gentlemen of the Aſſembly, to. bis Excellency the 
General i in eh "Ore Sc. 


ah Dee. I 778. 


WITH reſpect to your Excelleney's requifi- 
tion, that the minutes of this laſt meeting ſhould be expunged, 
We beg leave to obſerve, that though defirous of paying every 
deference for the opinion of your Excellency, and ever ready 
to reſcind ours, when convinced it has been haſtily adopted, 
and ill-founded—we cannot, at preſerit, ſtanding i in the fitua- 

L123 tion 
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tion we do, as defenders of the civil right of our fellow ſub. 
jects, comply with your Exceliency's demand. The right 
claimed and exerciſed by your Excellency, of compelling the 
inhabitants of this Ifland to take arms, and to perform military 


fervice, under the ſevere penalties of martial law, was a power 
of coercion, which we did not conceive to reſide in your Ex- 
cellency, &c. &C, 
Wm, CR O OR E; 
Speaker. 


St. Vincent, Dec. 2 5th, 1778. 
$I R, TIS, 
I HAVE the honour of encloſing to your Ex. 


cellency, a letter from Admiral Barrington, which he has 


deſired me to forward to your Excellency with all diſpatch, 
and I now do it by Capt. Porter, whom I ſent to St. Lucie 
to obtain all the intelligence poſſible, of the ſituation of the 
Britiſh fleet and army there, in general : I have the pleaſure to 
acquaint your Excellency, that theſe have hitherto been vic- 
torious in repulfing every attempt of the enemy to diſlodge 


them; but I am ſorry to ſay, the Admiral writes me word, 
that he is ſo blocked up as not to be able to afford this Iſland 
the leaſt aſſiſtance, the enemies fleet conſiſting of twelve ſail of 


the line, ten frigates (and armed brigs, floops, and ſchooners, 
in infinite number, not leſs than between fifty and ſixty). ; and 
he alſo ſent me word, that he thought it not improbable, that, 
leaving ſtill force ſufficient to block him up, the enemy might. 
ſpare enough, particularly of the ſmaller craft, to attack this 


Iſland; in this ſituation, and with ſuch reaſons for fearing 


I the 


. 

the inhabitants of this Colony not giving the utmoſt proofs 
of their loyalty, and exerting themſelves to the utmoſt in the 
defence of this Ifland, Jam ſorry to ſay, that the Aﬀembly, 
on the contrary, have, no longer than on the 22d inſtant, paſſed 
ſuch reſolves againſt his Majeſty's right of arming and em- 


bodying the force of this Ifland; at this moſt critical moment, 
and when we have no militia ſubſiſting, as are highly ſediti- 
ous, I am afraid I may add, abſolutely rebellious ; and I 


have great reaſon to believe, nay, to be ſure, that other pro- 


poſitions were held ſtill of more immediate evil tendency, 1 


even theſe reſolutions, &c. &c. under theſe circumſtances, I 


leave your Excellency to judge of the anxiety of a faithful 


ſervant of the Crown like myſelf. 


As Capt. Porter was on ſhore. at St. Lucie, od alſo had 


much diſcourſe with Admiral Barrington, I leave to him to 
give your Excellency a more particular account of affairs at 


that Tiland, intreating to learn what may be known reſpecting 
Admiral Byron, whom, for theſe ten days paſt, I have ſuſ- 
pected Count D'Eſtaing, by throwing ſhips in his way pur- 
poſely to be taken, may have deceived with falſe intelligence 
of his real route taken—God grant I may conjecture falſely— 


I have the honour to be, with eſteem, 


_ Your Excellency' 8 
moſt obedient, 
humble ſervant, 


VALENTINE MORRIS. 


Governor Hay. 


8 —— — 
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St. Vincent, Dec. 26th, 1778, 


SIR, 


CAPTAIN PORTER is by me diſpatched to 
Barbadoes with your letter to Governor Hay, and is ordered 
to carry from thence any diſpatches or information he may get 
for you from thence, or from any of your Captains reſpecting 
Admiral Byron; by him I have alſo wrote, to ſay, that if 
there is any thing poſſibly within my power that can aecom- 
modate his Majeity*s ſea or land forces, or any thing elſe re- 
quiſite for the ſervice which you, Sir, or General Grant can 
think of, by which I may be uſeful, you will, by communi- 
cating theſe to me, be ſure of the ſame being done not only 
as my duty, but giving me infinite pleaſure in executing it, 
at the ſame time intreating that your ſecretary may give me 
as minute information as poſſible of your ſituation, Sir, and 
that of the troops, and of what has lately paſſed, in which, 
not bare curioſity, but the welfare of this Colony is nearly 
intereſted, 1 remain, | 


Sir, 
Your moſt obedient, 
humble Servant, 
VALENTINE MORRIS. 
Admiral Barrington. 


St. Vincent, Dec, 26th, 1778. 
S1R, 


| BY another conveyance (which after carrying 
to Barbadoes Admiral Barrington's letters, and the Captain 


of which, Mr. Porter, I have directed to proceed from Bar- 
badoes 


„„ 
badoes to St. Lucie to endeavour to get in, and give the Ad- 
miral and yourſelf any intelligence reſpecting Admiral Byron 
which he can pick up there) I did myſelf the honour of writ- 
ing to you, the contents of which letter I beg here again to 
repeat, that if there is any accommodation, I can, in the pre- 
' ſent ſituation of this ifland, and his Majeſty's forces at St. 
Lucie, give either you, Sir, or Admiral Barrington, I ſhall 
be moſt happy in executing any intimations you may forward 
to me ; at the ſame time give me leave moſt earneſtly to en- 
treat that you will communicate to me the progreſs of his 
Majeſty's arms in St. Lucie, and the more particulars you 
can either by yourſelf, or your ſecretary, furniſh me with, 
the more I ſhall think myſelf obliged, nor is this merely re- 
queſted from curioſity, but the fituation in which this Go- 
vernment, entruſted to my charge, now 1s, as alſo its very 
near vicinity to St. Lucie, renders every thing going for- 
ward there of the utmoſt importance for the ſafety of this =—_ 
iſland, to be known by > | 


Your moſt obedient, EE | 45 
Humble Servant, 


VALENTINE MORRIS. = 


General Grant. 


. WY S. Lucie Moore Fortune, Dec. 26th, 1778. 
SIR, 


YOU will ſerve us eſſentially if you can prevail {i 


pon mercantile people to run the riſt of throwing in ſupplies by 
ſmall weſets flealing into the Grand Cul de Sac in the night ju 
there is no other method of communicating with us while we re- 
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main blocked up by a ſuperior fleet, but we look out every 
hour for Admiral Byron, | 
I have received your letters of the 1 th and 18th of De- 
cember, and have the honour to be, 


Sir, 
Your Excellency's moſt obedient, and 


moſt humble Servant, 


| JAMES GRANT, 
His Excellency Gov. Morris. 


Extract from the Minutes of the Council of the 28th 
of December, 1778. 


THE Reſolutions of the Houſe of Aſſembly commu- 
nicated to this Board by your Excellency yeſterday, we have 
taken into confideration, and ave cannot A rolncide awith them 
in regard to the Prerogative Power, in calling out and arming 
tte inhabitants in defence of their lives, liberty, and property, 
on any immediate danger of invaſion of any of his Majeſty's 
Colonies, which at this time is abell knoxwn to be intended ; nor 
can we help thinking, ſuppoſe the caſe doubtful, ſuch reſo- 
lution at a time of immediate danger impolitick and 111 timed, 
and regret much the fatal conſequences that may ariſe from re· 


| . ſo haſtily entered into by the Aſſembly. 


This Board cannot adviſe your Excellency vo bat expedient you 
are to fall on to provide proviſions for ſuch of the Militia, 
guarding on the batteries and other places (that are unable 
to rie for themſelyes) they cannot expend any part of the 

rs Jae 
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public funds without the concurrence of the Aſſembly ; But this 
Board think it neceſſary that ſuch proviſions fhould be made. 

This Board 1s of opinion that your Excellency, by the 16th 
Article of your inſtructions has a right to require from the 
Clert of the Aſſemb!y a fair copy of the minutes of that Houſe. 

This Board recommends to your Excellency to continus the 

carrying on the Batteries and intrenchments above the town, 
and cannot recommend any other mode of ſupplying Negroes 


tor that purpoſe, but by application to the relpecuye nn 
tants. 


(a true Copy. ) # 
; By Command, 


CHARLES DUNLOP, | 
Deputy Clerk of the Council, 


N 2 1 = _-_ — —— *, 5 — = = = — — 
cds — — - " E = I — == 
- 3 — — — — — — — — > = — — = 
DSS : = a — - 
- N — r — mY — 4 * 
— 2 — as 
— —_ * - — — — » — 4 


25 — — 

IF = x — 

1 92 
* wo 


— _ 
- 


— — 


1 
0 
ft 

1 | ö | 


— — ns 
— 


Dl December 28th, 1778. 

IN anſwer to your Excellency's requiſition 
of copies of the Minutes of the Aſſembly, LI beg leave to in- 
form you that it is not now in my power, having, agreeable 
to a reſolution of that body of the 24th inſtant, ſealed up and 
delivered all the records of that houſe to Mr. ene who | 
was ſpeaker when it was diſſolved. 

1 have the honour of bei eing, with great regard, 

MG | 
Your Excellency's moſt obedient, and 


molt humble Servant, 


G. HILLOCK.. 
| His been Gen, Morris. 
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ST. VI NGENT. 


Government. houſe, Dec. 28th, 1778. 
8 1 R, 8 188 


Mx. HILLOCK, Clerk of the late Aſſembly, 


on my requiring from him Copies of the Minutes of that 


Houſe ſince thoſe he had laſt delivered to me, informed me of 


what alſo the News Papers make public, that the Aﬀembly 


before being diſſolved, and expecting that meaſure, (doubt- 
leſs from the conſciouſneſs of their conduct requiring it) had 
directed its records to be ſealed and delivered to you, Sir; he | 
further added, that not having now the cuſtody of theſe, he 
could not furniſh me with the copies required ; I therefore, 
now apply to you, Sir, for ſuch to be given as $ foon as may 
be, 


I am, Sir, 


Your humble Servant, 


(Signed) VALENTINE MORRIS. 


William Crook, Eſq. 


S1K 


; IN my letter I informed you of my not 


1602 maſter of the Minutes of the Aſſembly, though in my 


cuſtody, I therefore cannot, nor will not, 921 them to 
your Excellency. 


| J am, Sir, 
Dec. 28th, 1778. Your moſt obedient, 
humble Servant, 
WILLIAM CROOKE. 


His Excellency Gov. Morris. 


(683 3 


Layou, Monday, Dec. 28th, 1778. 
SI R, | 


BY general orders we are required to at- 
tend in Kingſton to-morrow, to fit on a Court Martial for 
the trial of certain perſons named therein, and others called 
detinquents, and as we do not mean to attend for ſaid pur- 
pole, and cannot well quit our homes at ſo critical a time as 
the preſent, without injuſtice to our own and neighbours con: 
cerns, we beg leave to lay our reaſons before your Excel- 
lency, and we hope, without giving the leaſt offence ;—was 
not the diſtance ſo great, and the roads ſo bad, we would 
have had the honour of perſonally attending. 

The power of proclaiming martial law, and calling out the 
people without an Act of the Legiſlature, being doubtful, and 
unuſual, except in caſes of actual invaſion, inſurrection, or 
rebellion, we cannot be ſuppoſed to be judges thereof ; there- 
fore, though we do not take upon us to deny, we doubt the 
legality of it, and as the meaſure ſeems diſagreeable to the 
generality of the people, there is no doubt but that the 
greateſt oppoſition will be made both now, and for ſome time 
to come, and that littie good in any caſe or cauſe will be done 
by people who act reluctantly. 

The Commiſſions we now have, run to ſerve in the north- 
ern regiment of militia, and as there is no ſuch body now ex- 
iſting, probably the commiſſions are of no effect, 

At leaſt one half of the people of the late northern regiment are 
d:faulters, and not a ſtanding guard or place for conflne- 
ment in the whole diſtrict, that were we inclined ſo to do, 
there is not a poſliblity of keeping men priſoners, 

Theſe, amongſt others, are the reaſons that incline us to 
beg to be excuſed attending to-morrow.—We have done, and 


Mm 2 | ſhall 


An) 


Mall continne to do every thing in our power for the defence 
of the country, as far as our influence and example go. 

We have the honour to be, with the greateſt reſpect and 
regard, 


Vour Excellency's 
moſt obedient, 


humble Servants, 


PETER GURLEx, 
PETER HAFFEY, 


His E xcellency Gov, Morris, 


2 in, Der, 31}, 1778. 
8 . ons 


I HAVE ſo often done myſelf the honour 

of writing to communicate to you what intelligence I could 

| procure, that I ſhould not now give you the trouble of this, 
but on a ſuppoſition that Captain Hyland who carried my 

| laſt letters, may not have reached you, I therefore repeat, that 
Cunningham the day before yeſterday, chaſed him from with- 
in fight of Barbadoes, whither T had ſent him, to the ports of 
this iſland, By a Dutch ſchooner which he alſo detained ſe- 
veral hours, and whoſe Captain was in light of Barbadoes, I 
learn that Cunningham and his crew, the day before yeſterday, 
expected that Admiral Byron was then arrived at Barbadoes, . 
where he was on the watch, and ſaid the French had received 
intelligence of his having ſailed about thirty-ſix days ſince 
from New Vork with eight ſhips of the line only, and thirty 
tranſports, as he ſaid ; I flatter myſelf, if that was true, that 
the 


(a 


the reſt of bis ſquadron ſailed before him, and may be with 
you, ; | 8 895 

Captain Hyland told me he ſpoke with the perſon com- 
manding the Sandwich tender, who told him that one of his; 
frigates (I truſt one of Admiral Byron's ſquadron) had juſt 
ſent into Antigua a very large old French Eaſt Indiaman 
from America with 600 ſoldiers on board, and above 600 
hogſheads of tobacco ; and that a Liverpool privateer come 
to cruize in theſe ſeas had alſo ſent in a ſhip from Old France 
bound to Martinique with proviſions ; he added, that the two 
tranſport victuallers under the care of Captain Thompſon had 
not been able to beat up to windward with him, had put back 
to Antigua : for further particulars, I beg to refer you, Sir, 
to a Mr, Collins of this iſland, who will have the honour of 
delivering you this, and who having inſured a ſloop formerly 
belonging to a Captain Tobin of this iſland, taken by the 
French, and afterwards, as he learns, found in the Carenage 
by your ſquadron on going there, waits on you reſpeCting 
recovering the ſame on paying accuſtomed ſalvage ; anxious 
for the intereſting particulars relative to his Majeſty's fleet and 
army, of which I entreat your ſecretary may write me ſome, 


21 have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your obliged 
humble ſervang, 
| VALENTINE MORRIS, 
Admiral Barrington, | its 


a Whitehall, | 


Wi hitehall, Feb. 259 1779. 


Eura of a Letter from Valentine Alte r E <q. Gover- 
nor of the Iſland of St. Vincent, to Lord George Ger- 
main, dated St. Vincent, Fanuary I and 3, 1779. | 


T1 HAVE another ſwift-ſailing ſchooner which 
I ſent with letters from Admiral Barrington to Barbadoes, 
and which he entreated me, if poſſible, to get conveyed thi- 
ther; I have directed the Captain of her to proceed to the 
Admiral, if poſtible, after golng e to Barbadoes : 1 with he may 
be able to effect it. 


SAINT VINCENT. 
Government»houſe, Fan. 2, 1779. 


THE General hopes all ſuch Gentlemen as have a 
regard for the honour of his Majeſty, and the protection of 
the Colony, and to whom this paper ſhall be preſented, will 
ſend a ſixth part of their negroes for a very few days, pro- 
vided with tools of different ſorts, and alſo one able driver 
with each gang, and thoſe who can poſſibly ſpare a white man, 
to ſend him alſo, at the hill above Kingſtown, adjoining to 


lands belonging to Mr, IJ hompſon, the carpenter, in order 


to complete a work now in great forwardneſs, and which the 
General perſuades himſelf, they muſt ſee is highly neceſſary 
for the ſafety of the Colony, and where a land may be made for 
a confiderable time, and until relieved, even ſhould an enemy 
land in ſuch force as at laft to prevail in the towns and flat 
my I country 
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- country, The negroes will alſo be wanted to carry amunition 
and proviſions within theſe works ; if ſome of theſe brought 
tools proper for erecting large huts, ſuch would be very 
uſeful, "RT | | 
To avoid confuſion, the gentlemen are deſired to ſend their 
negroes and white men on the days ſer over their names. 


Extract from the London Gazette of February 23- 


January 3d. 


NOTHING could have happened more opportunely 
for the immediate ſafety of this iſland, than the happy news 
the encloſed contains, of which I beg leave to congratulate 
your Lordſhip: it came by a perſon whom I had ſent to the 
Admiral. A French frigate arrived from Boſton to Marti- 
nique, which occaſioned the French fleet and troops quitting 
St. Lucie. nl | 


1 \ Barbadoes, Jan. 5th, 1779. 
SIR, | | 
I RECEIVED laſt week your Excellency's 
obliging letter, and I return you many thanks for the infor- 
mation, Sc. Wc, 
I am very ſorry the inhabitants of your iſland behave ſo 
very improperly ; it muſt give you great uneaſineſs. Under 


my 
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my government every branch of this legiſlature has given the 
moſt immediate aſſiſtance towards putting the ifland in as pro- 
per a ſtate of defence as our circumſtances will admit of, 


I have.the honour to be, 
| Sir, 
Your moſt obedient, 
humble Servant, 
EDWARD HAY, 
His Excellency Valentine 1 
Morris, E/q. . Gover- 
nor, Sc. of St. Vincent. 


G RE NAD A. 
St. George's, Jan. gth, 1779. 
8 1 K. | , | 779 


I AM much obliged to your Excellency for 


your diſpatch of the 25th paſt, containing the very intereſting 


intelligence from St. Lucie, I have alſo received the favour of 
your two letters of the 3oth of December and 7th inſtant, 
With reſpect to French and American priſoners, they are 
committed in the common courſe to the public gaol, and are 
allowed rations from the King's ſtores ; I ſend my order to 
the Commiſſary General for that purpoſe, who has no other 
concern in the buſineſs, &c. &c. 


I have the honour to be, with great truth and regard, 
| Sir, x 
Your Excellency's 
moſt obedient and moſt faithful, 
| himble ſervant, 
MACARTNEY. 
His Excellency Valentine Morris. 
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| St. Vincent, Fan, 10, 1779. 
8 1 R, | 
EVER ſolicitous to acquire, as alſo to for- 
ward to you every uſeful information I can procure, I have 
the honor to acquaint you, that on Wedneſday laſt the 6th 
inſtant, a frigate arrived at Fort Royal,“ in Martinique, from 
France, and had fiity-two days voyage ; it brought advice to 
the Marquis de Bouille, that fix Ships of the line and ſeveral 
frigates (ten it was imagined) were to ſail immediately after 
that frigate, with ſix thouſand more troops to reinforce Mar- 
tinique, and their fleetin theſe ſeas. I thought this intelligence 
too important to loſe one moment in mamas 5 it to you, 
& Ce &e. 


I have the honor to be with eſteem, 
S IR, 

Your moſt obedient 
humble Servant, 

# VALENTINE MORRIS. 

Admiral Barrington, 95 

PF; 8. A veſſel belonging to a Mr. Porter, which carries 
alſo to St. Lucie a Mr. Miller, is a moſt remarkable fine 


ſailor, ſhould: you, Sir, want to diſpatch this information to 
any. of his Majeſty's commanders out at ſea, | | 


The 6th inflant, no time ſurely was loſt in receiving or conveys. 
ing this intelligence. | 
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St. Vincent, Jan. 10, 1779. 
SIR, EY 


Ces A Mr. Duncan Forbes, accompanied 
by a Mr. Aſhwell, both gentlemen of Tobago, the latter 


Treaſurer there, will have the honor of delivering you this, 

happy in ſeizing this opportunity, (elſe I ſhould have hired 
a veſſel on purpoſe) of informing you, and his Majeſty's 
Admirals, that a frigate arrived at Martinique on Wedneſday 
the 6th inſtant, and brought the General of that iſland in- 
telligence, that fix other French veſſels of the line, and ſe- 
veral frigates (ten were named) were to ſail from Old France 
immediately on the departure of the ſaid frigate, with fix 

thouſand troops, for Martinique, under the command of 
Monſ. Le Touche Treville, the ſame frigate which had hfty- 
two days voyage, brought Le Marquis de Bouille the Cordon 

rouge, &c. &c. | | 

Aſſiduous in procuring, and happy in tranſmitting every 

_ uſeful information, and very much fo, I truſt, you will deem 

this, I remain with eſteem, 

8 IR. 

Your obedient humble ſervant, 


4 VALENTINE MORRIS. 
General Grant. 


P. S. The veſſel by which this goes is an uncommon faſt 
ſailor, 
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| 


St. Lucie, 11th Fanuary, 
SIR, 


I HAVE had the honor to receive, &c. &c. 
J am ſorry to hear the Charibs give you trouble, but you muſt 
contrive to keep them in order with the force of the 1/land, as it 
is not in my poxwer to detach troops, 


I have the honor to be, 
Your Excellency's 
moſt humble Servant, 
His Excellency JAMES GRANT, 


Valentine Morris, Eſq. 
Governor of St. Vincent, Sc. &. 


January 25th, 1779. 
Mr. Speaker , and Gentlemen of the Aſſembly. 


« I WITH pleaſure ſeize on this opportunity 
of congratulating you on your eſcape from thoſe dangers both 
of foreign, and internal enemies, which ſo lately and emi» 
nently threatened to overwhelm this colony : if my unwearied 
attention and endeavours for your ſafety, have happily in 
any wiſe, contributed to avert any part of them, I fhall think 

myſelf ſufficiently repaid, by the end being obtained, 
X „„ Te 
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© To preſerve to ourſelves a continuance of this ſecurity, 
and the bleſſings that will flow from it, and ro be in future lil] 
better prepared to ward off every thing which might diſturb, 
theſe, I recommend in the ſtrongeſt manner a joint endeavour 
to cultivate an ininterrupted harmony betwixt the reſpective 
branches of the legiſlature z be aſſured nothing but that can 
make this a flouriſhing and reſpectable colony, a thing which 
has ever been uppermoſt in my wiſhes and endeavours from 
my firſt being honoured with his Majeſty's com miſſion to this 
moment, but which can avail but little, un!cfs we all concur 
in the ſame deſirable purpoſe, 

& To ſhew how much I have this at heart, and how much 
I wiſh to avoid giving any. occaſion to its interruption, by my 
line of duty being miſunderſtood, I mo/? earneſtly recommend 
to you, Gentlemen, the ſpeedily framing a bill for eftabliſving a re- 
gular militia, where every inconvenience which has occurred 
in former ones, and every miſapprehenſion concerning the 
extent and exerciſe of the royal prerogative may be remo- 
ved; ſome proviſion alſo to be made for the future, as well 
as paſt exigencies of the Colony, you, Gentlemen, will J dare 
ſay, ſee highly requiſite, as alſo that the bill for that purpoſe 
ſhould by making every one bear a juſt proportion of the 
common burthen, render the ſame lighter to each.” 

The Speaker and Members having returned to their own 
houſe—Ordered, that the conſideration of the General's ſpeech 
be deferred till next meeting. 


(3 


| Princeſs Royal, off St. Lucie, Fel. 2, 1779. 


I WAS favoured with your letter by the 

Duke of Cumberland packet, and beg leave to return my 

thanks for your attention to the King's ſervice, in directing that 

| veſſel to call at this Ifland, where ſhe was not detained above 
twenty-four hours, | 


I have the honor to be 
8 IX. 
Vour moſt obedient, 
humble Servant, 
Fe F, BYKOM 
Hi: E xcellency „ | 
Falentine Morris, Sc. Sc. 


by St, Vincent, March 1, 1779. 
I DIRECTED his Majeſty's Commiſe 
ſary of this Iſland, Mr. Walker, to lay before you the infinite 
diſtreſs his Majeſty's troops in this Iſland lay under for ſeve- 
ral months paſt, on account of the contract for ſupplying 
them with proviſious having been out, and (doubtleſs owing 
to the infinite hurry of important objects) no proviſion ha. 
ving been made by the Lords of the Treafury for remedying 
this diſtreſs, but in the mean time Lient. Col. Etherington at 
the requeſt of his Majeſty's council here, undertook to pro- 
cure theſe as well as he could, untill a further ſupply might 
| arrive; 
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arrive; of all this, you, Sir, will readily believe I have in my 
letters to the Lords of the Treaſury wrote fully, but till the 
very material objects of Government have, I ſuppoſe, prevent- 
ed any ſtep being taken herein, and from what Mr, Walker at 
his return from St. Lucia reported to me, 1 hoped we were 


going to receive from you, a ſpeedy and much wanted relief; 


but as we have not, I take this opportunity of acquainting you, 
Sir, that the diſtreſs is dreadful, and the conſequences may 
be, indeed have been on the point of being very fatal, and 


alarming, for as the late ſupply.has been very precarious, the 


troops, eſpecially at the ſeveral out-poſts in the Charib coun- 
try, have been repeatedly entirely deftitute—have been in dan- 
ger—nay, at;ſome of the poſts on the very point of mutiny- 
ing; to prevent which, their killing the ſtock belonging to 
the officers and others, and even ſome plunder of the Charibs, 


among whom they live, has been-forced to be winked at, un- 


til ſome ſcanty ſupply of even only ſome of the articles his 
Majelty allowed them, could be procured for them. — In this 


fituation of that buſineſs, I am to requeſt, Sir, that you will 


afford the colony the ſpeedieſt relief poſſible, by ſending a ſup- 
ply of proviſions to his Majeſty's Commiſſary, until ſome may 
arrive from England, and that you may be better enabled to do 
this properly, I have given orders for an exact return of the 
number of the troops, and of perſons receiving rations, and 
how much has even long before my being in command here, 
uſually been allowed, &c. &. I remain with eſteem, 


Sir, | : 
Your obliged humble Servant, 


VALENTINE MORRIS, | 


HA - 


; Government-houſe, April 26th, 1779. 
8 1 R, | 


HAVING received no return relating to the 
diſtribution of the proviſions, agreeable to the orders directing 
ſuch return to be given in, on the ſeventeenth inſtant, I deſire 
to know why this has been omitted; ard I defire to know 
alſo, whether the orders reſpecting the diſtribution of the 
troops have been complied with. Mr. Allen, and his men, 
belonging to the 16th regt. as alſo the French recruits, having 
failed ſo long fince. Iam, 


Sir, 
Your humble Servant, 


(Signed) N MORAL. 
Dien Col. Etherington. 


7 his Faller Valentine Morris, E /g. Captain General, 


Governor, and Commander in Chi, in and over the 


Hand of St. Vincent; Chancellor, V. ice- Admiral, and 


Ordinary F the ſame, &c. &c. &c. 


The Addreſs of his Majeſty's 5 Council. 
May it pleaſe your Excellency, 


WE, the Members of his Majeſty's Council, 
having taken into conſideration the different matters you was 
pleaſed to lay before us, on the 18th of March laſt, in parti- 
cular, the dangerous ſituation the inhabitants of this Land were 
ben in, and flill remain, from the eee of external 


1 . 
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enemies, and from the wild negroes, commonly called Black 
Charibs; and your communicating to us your intentions of 
going very ſoon to Great-Britain, that your preſence may fa. 
cilitate the payment of the bills your Excellency drew on the 
Treaſury, many of which have been ſuffered to be returned 
proteſted ; as alſo of the application your Excellency has 
| | made to Admiral Byron, to prevent, as far as is in his power, 
| the dangerous comm':nication kept up between our avowed 

enemy, the French, and thoſe wild negroes ; and Admiral 

Byron's compliance therewith ; requeſting our opinion on 

thoſe different ſubjects. 
| We cannot but coincide with your Excellency” 8 application 
0 75 to Admiral Byron; for it is with horror æu rejicf on the very 
daxgerous fituation the inhabitants of this Hand were lately in; 
threatened auitb invaſions by the French; depredations and plun- 
der, by the rebellious ſubjedts of North- America; and in conſtant 
"dread of undergoing all the Larbarity of ſavage war, as the wild 
negrocs Were nſcigated and armed by the French to commit thoſe 


outrages,® | 
We therefore de your E xcellency will be pleaſed to 


preſent our Memorial to the Sccretary of State for this depart- 
ment, beſtechiug his Maj eſiy for a ſpeedy relief; and we like- 
wiſe requeſt your Exccllency to give the Miniſter ſuch infor- 
mations as have come within your Excellency's knowledge, 
reſpecling our dangerous ſituation, and weak* condition, prays 
ins his Majeſty to give us a re-inforcement of ou and a 
ſupply of ordnance and ammunition, 

IFe fincerrly hope your Excellency's preſence in England will 
| facilitate the garmin. of the bills your Excellency drew for. the 


contingent expences of this n and 1 in ſuch ren, 
we 
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®* The reader is requeſted to obſerve, that this patheric expoſure 
of the dangers of this Colony, w was but a very few weeks before it 
fell in conſequence of them. 


8 The uſe for which theſe bills were drawn, is furely here : fully 
vouched by my Council, 
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we hope your Excellency may meet with ſucceſs, as on that 
depends the welfare of many people, -rho, having received them 
for avork done for the publich uſe and defence of this Colony; may 
be ruined, provided ſuch bills Jhould not be paid, beſides giving 
your Excellency much uneaſineſs: and we readily cohcut with 
your Excellency, that 2he necgſſary eæpences of this Iſland, occa- 
froned by our critical ſituation, muſt be conſiderable; and, unleſs 
faith and credit i is due to ſuch bills, the Colony muſt Suffer, 

We cannot doubt your Excellency s exertions for the avelfare 


of this Colony, for the promotion of which you have ſo often 


expreſſed your deſire. |; 
And that Jour E xcellency's preſence with our gracious vb 


reign may procure you *marks of his Royal favour, as allo that 


your voyage may be agreeable and proſperous, 


By Command, 


CHARLES DUNLOP, ; 


5 | Deputy Clerk of the Council. 
Council Chamber, 30th 


April, 11779. 


1 The juſt claim of the bill-boſders for payment ; the public 


purpoſes for which theſe were given? the ruin which muſt be the 


conſequence of their not being paid; as allo that the expences were 


as . as conſiderable are all ſurely here fully atieſted by : 


the Council. 


The reader has ſeen in my ruſerings all the se 1 have 
received from this wiſh of my Council. 
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To his Excellency Valentine Morris, Eſq. Captain Gene- 
ral, and Governor in Chief, in, and over the Hand of 
St, Vincent, and its Dependencres ; ; Chancellor, Vi ice 
Admiral, and Ordinary of the ſame, &c. Gc. c. 


WE, his Majeſty's loyal 7 OFT, the Getty, 

Clergy, and other inhabitants of the Iſland of St. Vincent, 
hear with concern of your Excellency's intended voy age to 
Engl. and, experiencing, as we have done, your Excellency's care 
"of the Colony, and that particular affiduity in its pr oteflion, ſo 
ſucceſsfully and happily exerted, as well againſt our foreign ene- 
mies, as our internal foes, the Charibs, and run-away ne- 
groes: the wnexpefed ſucceſs againſt theſe, more particularly 
the latter, as it has ſignally marked your Excellency's admi- 
niſtration, ſo has it happily procured us temporary ſecurity, 

To render this more pei manent, we flatter ourſelves it «vill | 
pleaſe his Majeſy moſt graciouſly to permit your return* ſpon, to 
the continuation of the exerciſe of duties, ſo neceſſary to the future 
ſafety and welfare of the Colony: in the mean time, we take 
this opportunity to teſtify our grateful ſenſe of theſe bleſlings, 
and to afſure your Excellency of our warmeſt wiſhes for 
yours, and your Lady's s health, and for Tour ſafe and ? 808 
ſant e | 

SAINT 


* Here are no proofs of diſſatisfaQion, but ſomething the very re- 
verſe ; ; and the reader is requeſted to obſerve, that theſe are only fix fix 
weeks before the French captured the Iſland. 


+ It had perhaps been perſonally Boote for me, had I em- 
baiked then, and which nothing but the immediate danger which 


threatened the Colony prevented. Perhaps a more early and uncon- 


ditioned ſurrender of the Iſlanò, in my abſence, might by their ſuf- 
ferings have awakened the inſenſibility of ſome of the inhabitants, 
to what their duty could not rouze them, and have led Government 
to have ſeen, and perhaps acknowledged, the aſſiduity and care it 
paid ſo little attention to at the proper period. 


„ 


„ SAINT VINCENT,. 
| | Government Honſe, May 9th, 1779. 
SIR, | | 
IT is now above a month ſince ] iſſued orders, 
which'you duly received, to tranſmit to me, by the 17th of 
laſt month, the returns, and proper certificates of the provi- 
ſions by you iſſued to his Majeſty's troops, with the price 
certified, as by thoſe orders ſpecified : and what the ſame coſt 
during the time his Majeſty's Commiſſary had none of his 
Majeſty's proviſions in ſtore; you at the ſame time alſo re- 
ceived the orders reſpecting the diſtribution of the troops, in 
the reſpective poſts, in the proportions they appeared neceſ- 
ſary ; and my duty obliges me to tell you, I neither can, or 
will, permit his Majeſty's ſervice to be fo efſentially injureds as 
it muſt le by a longer delay in a due obſervance of thoſe orders, 
I have choſen, from my regard for you, to give you this no- 
tification by letter, rather than in any other manner: ex- 
pecting a ſpeedy compliance, I remain, gy? 
Sir, | 
| Your obedient, 
humble fervant, 
WEE. _ VALENTINE MORRIS. 
Lieut, Col, Etberingtou - | 1 | 75 
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Diſtribution of his Majęſiy's Troops in the Iſland of 
| Saint Vincent, 


| 


June 12th, 1779. 
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GEO. ETHERINGTON, 
7 T.ieutenant Colonel. 


SIR, 
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8 IR, 


THE French troops are formed on Sir 
William Young's Hill, they appear to be about 500 in num» 


ber, unleſs diſpatch is made to occupy the entrenchments 
| they will ſoon be here. 


J am, Sir, 
10 minutes paft Your Excellency's 
11 O'Clock, 
June 16th, 8 humble Servant, 
1779 


Jas, HARTLEY . 
His Excellency Gov. Morris. | a 


Lieut. Walker's Declaration of what ze kurw happened - 
on the 16th, 17th, aud 18th of June, 1779. 


COMING to Governor Morris after the enemy landed, 
requeſting to ſtay and do duty there, as the enemy had cut him 
off from his poſt ; went to the barracks, Recollects Colonel 
Etherington came there from the Government-Houſe in a 
few moments after him-thinks it was full two hours after 
Colonel Etherington's coming up, before the wen received 
orders to be under arms—thinks it was but a few moments 
after this before the men were, in conſequence of the orders, 
under arms, as they had been expecting it; that after this, as 
there were ſeveral arms wanting, he thinks about fifteen, in 
all, it was full half an hour longer before they marched—he. 
thinks that it was about two miles diſtant from Kingſton 


where 


64 
where the enemy landed the landing was made about nine 
o'clock in the morning—recollects Colonel Ethepington, 
when the men were juſt got up to the top of the hill by the 
entrenchments, ordering them back again down 1 to the batte- 
ry juſt over the town. N | 

Recollects two guns at the battery, but underſtood one 
only was able to be fired, the other Ee to have been' 
Spiked. 

Recollects that Governor Morris diy day, bimſelf pointipg 
the gun, calling for the linſtock, and giving orders to fire on 
the enemy. 

Recollects ſome perſon, but is not poſitive who, coming 
and aſking whether ke ſhould fire it, and Colonel Echering: 
ton's preventing it, ſaying, it muſt not be done, as Enſign 
Vanhamel was with the enemy as a flag of truce. Recollects 
Lieutenant Lees, of the Engineers, coming to Governor 
Morris, and adviſing that an officer and party might be ſent 
to an advance poſt, a little diſtant, which he ſaid, he thought 
might cover the flank of the King's troops. Recollects Co- 
lonel Etherington bid him hold his tongue, as he bad n no buy 
ſineſs to give bis advice in that affair. 

Recòllects Ulieutenant Lees anſwer, that he b it 
was his duty to give ſuch advice as he thought might be of 
ſervice, and that he would give it. Lieutenant Walker was 
ordered by Gorergor Morris to ſaid advance poſt with twen- 
ey-four men. Recollects, about ſeven o'clock in the even- 
ing, being ordered down, by Colonel Etherington, from that 
poſt to the battery, (Colonel Etherington having ordered the 
reſt of the troops away) and on his aſking Colonel Ethering- 
ton what he ſhould do in caſe the enemy ſhould, during the 
night, come to attack, inſult, or moleſt him and his party; 
Colonel Etherington anſwered, he muſt let them paſs, and 
not fire, and thus give falſe alarms; to which he recollects 
replying, that he ſhould cortitally fire in caſe ſo attacked or 
inſulted ; to which Colonel Etherington immediately anſwer-' 


ed, chat then he would take care he ſhould not, by putting it 
out 
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out of his power, and then ſent Lieutenant Wately to take 
the command of that poſt. | | 

. Recolle&ts next morning, being the 15th, Moste Ca- 
nonge, Commander of the French troops, making a ſignal 
of deſiring a parley, on which be, Lieutenant Walker, went 
to him; when Monſieur Canonge deſired to know, why no 
anſwer had been given by Governor Morris, reſpecting the 
propoſals, and aſked why the guns were pointed at them? 
deſiring him, Lieutenant Walker, to tranſmit the ſame to 
Governor Morris, which he did accordingly. Recollects 
telling the ſame to Governor Morris, who ſaid, all the an- 
ſwer he would give, and that ſoon, ſhould be from the mouth 
of the cannon, or words to that effect, Colonel Echerington 

was prelent in the room, 

Recollects deſiring Colonel Etherington to ſpeak to the 
Governor to order away ſeveral of the Planters who were 
calling out to capitulate.— Recollecis Colonel Etherington's 
anſwer to him was, that he had alſo been ee Sake 
por to capitulate, bu? that he was obſtinate. Ut If 

Recollects that on the firſt day, when on the betas be 
aked Colonel Etherington how many he thought the. French 
were in number? that Colonel Etherington mr” about 
fourtecn or fifteen hundred. 

Recollects the number of the King” 5 ande were, to the 

beſt of his knowledge, about forty or forty-two, that the men 
were marched off without being loaded, and ſeveral had with 
them not above five, or fix rounds of ammunition, and ſeveral 
with arms very defective. 

Recollects that the two field-pieces at the barracks were 
left there and did not accompany the men. 

Did not ſee any thing in Governor Morris's cle that 
ſhewed fear or difinclination to meet the enemy in arms, but 
the reverſe. | 

Colonel Etherington ordered him to go to his party after 
the capitulation was ſigned, and march them into Kingſton, 
but, contrary to the Articles of Capitulation, which entitled 

HEAT 190 0a Landes oe tar the 
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| the troops to the honours of war, Colonel Etherington ordered” 
him to lay down his arms and thoſe of the party, to a party 
of the French at Calliaqua, diſtant from Kingſton about 


three meaſured miles. 
I recolle& the above, 
THOMAS WALKER, 
Lieut. 2d Bat. 60th Regt.“ 
6 RESI CE RENE 
SIR, 


I AM forry it it was not. in my pewer to anſwer 
your requeſt ſooner, but the Serjeant being at Engliſh Hark 
bour, I hope you'll forgive me. When St. Vincent was at- 
tacked by the French, there were at Oya, One Officer, One 
Serjeant, One Drummer, and Sixteen Privates &c. 


1 have the honour t to be, 
Your moſt obedient ſervant, 


: RED. GOTTSCHED., 


A. VAN 


The original all wrote by Lieut. Walker himſelf, 


6 


A. VAN HAMEL returns compliments to 
Mr. Morris, can inform him, that there was poſted at Ra- 
baca, One Subaltern, One Serjeant, One Drummer, One 
Fife, and Thirty Rank and File, when the French landed. 
That Van Hamel, when he went to town, took one man (his 
ſervant) with him, whom he left there, when he was ordered 
to march the men from Rabaca to Kingſton ; and that at his 
arrival at La Colonarie he found there two men of Rabaca 
Poſt, which the Serjeant had ſent, to diſcover any of the 
Charib's motions, and were taken up by them, and brought 
thither ; which proves the Serjeant was very right in his ac- 
count to Mr. Morris, of bringing with him Twenty-ſeven 
rank and file—The two men that were left at La Colonarie 
were marched in with the men taken at that poſt. 


J. Morris, Eſq. 


SIR, | 
| TO the beſt of my recollection, I had Eigen 


men, and a drummer, four of whom were not fit for duty. 
Walker had much the ſame number I think. 


I remain, with reſpect, 
Your's, 


D. GORDON. 


General Morris. 


P p SIR 


( 446 ) 


State of the Troops and their diſtribution, as per return of 
Lieut. Col. Etherington, at St. Vincent, dated on the 
12th day of Fune, 1779, but the return given on the 

16. of Fune, 1779. 


| | Privates. 
At Kingſton - - — - - 72 
Drummers, Fifes, and Muſicians 19 
Non-commiſſioned Officers 6 
26 
72 
97 
At Fort Sackville, or Oya - - 25 
At Fort Guildford, or Rabaca . . 49 
At Fort Hilſborough, or La Colonarie - 30 
At Fort Dalrymple, or Bayabou - 0 20 
At Fort Tyrrel 3 _ 5 . 
At Princes Town, or Barrowli -» - a 
At Chateau Bellair lc 6 6 30 
3 55 Mornagorou 15 
At the Guard-houſe on the Ridge = 
252 


* Theſe upon Lieut, Col. Etherington's land. 


State 
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State of the Troops and their diſtribution on the 16th 
of Tune, 1779, when the Enemy landed. 


| | Privates. 
As per Dr. Connor's declaration of Col. Etherington, 
informing him on that day—as per Gov, Morris, 
as per Lieut, Walker's written declaration from 
40 to 42—as per the ſame of Mr. Malloun—and 
as per Mr, Nelſon's depoſition, not exceeding Ar 


As per letter of Lieut. Gotſched, Officer of that poſt | 16 
As per ditto of Enſign Van Hamel, Officer of that poſt 30 
As per ditto of Lieut. Gordon, Officer of that poſt 18 


As per Lieut, Gordon's letter—and as per verbal aſ- 
ſurance of Lieut. Walker, to the beſt of his belief, 
he having come in from that poſt a few days before 


the 16th of June = — - 18 
Suppoſed to be right 5 25 
As per letter of Quarter -Maſter Fleming; who com. 

manded at that poſt = 2M - - 12 


To make up the number, according to Col, Ethering- 
ton's return, there muſt have been at the three poſts 
of Chateau-bellair, Mornagarou, and the guard- 
houſe, on the ridge, the two laſt on the Colonel's land, 112 


Totally actually on the Ifland 252 


N. B. It appeared however at the capture, that the num- 
bers 1 were ſomething under 250. 


Pp 2 SIR 
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8 IR, 


Mr. FLEMING returns his compliments to 
Mr. Morris, and acquaints bim, that the day the French 
landed at St. Vincent he had a Serjeant and Twelve men with 
him at Princes Town, Twenty-one men having left that poſt 
a few days before that day, viz. 16th June, 1779, they 
being the taylors of the regt. and having been employed at 


that poſt altering the regiments cloathing, as the regimental 
{tore was kept at that poſt, | 


Sl, 
I am, your moſt bumble, 
and obedient ſervant, | 
JOHN FLEMING, 
2r, Maſt, 2d Bat. 60th regt. 
Valentine Morris, Ei. 


DEAR 
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DEAR SIR, 


IN anſwer to your's, which I had the honour 
to receive the other day, have to acquaint you, that I per- 
fectly well remember the meſſage you ſent by me to Lieut. 
Col. Etherington, at St. Vincent, the 17th * June, 79, which 
awvas, that he was to wait upon you, with all the men he could 
muſter, as ſoon as poſſible ; for that you qwas determined to defend 
the Hand to the laſt extremity, notwith/landing what had paſſed 


relative to a capitulation. 

To the beſt of my recollection, we had, under arms, before 
Kingſton Barracks, at Nine o'Clock in the morning (the 
morning the French landed) between Forty and Fifty men, 
incluſive of officers : if any joined on our march to meet the 
enemy, it was more than I knew of, &c. 


Tam, 
Dear Sir, 
Your very humble ſervant, . 


THOMAS BARKER, 


| | | Lieut. 2d Bat. Goth regt. 
General Morris, 8 


The ſecond day, and after keeping the enemy at bay until then, 
and laying on their arms all night. | 5 


r VINCENT, 


Governnent-houſe. 


MICHAEL ALDRIDGE, a private man in 
the Goth regiment, declares, that yellernight was a fortnight, 
about Nine o'clock at night, a ſoldier came to Lieut, Col. 
Etherington's land, beyond Mornagorou, “ where he, and about 

ſeventy 


, The extreme leeward, all wooded, leaſt important, or dange- 
rous part of the Iſland. 
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S I R, 


Mr. FLEMING returns his compliments to 
Mr. Morris, and acquaints him, that the day the French 
landed at St. Vincent he had a Serjeant and Twelve men with 
him at Princes Town, Twenty-one men having left that poſt 
a few days before that day, viz. 16th June, 1979, they 
being the taylors of the regt. and having been employed at 


that poſt altering the regiments cloathing, : as the One: 
ſtore was kept s at that poſt, 


Sir, 
I 885 Tour moſt bumble, 
and obedient ſervant, 
JOHN FL E MI NG, 
| Nr. Maſt, 2d Bat. 60th regt. 
Valentine Morris, Ei. 5 


DEAR 
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DEAR SIR, 


| IN infeer to your's, which I had the honour 
to receive the other day, have to. acquaint you, that I per- 
fectly well remember the meſſage you ſent by me to Lieut. 


Col. Etherington, at St. Vincent, the 17th June, 79, which 
avas, that he was to wait upon you, ' avith all the men he could 


muſter, as ſoon as poſſivle ; for that you awas determined to defend 


the Iſland to the laſt extremity, e awhat had paſſed 


relative to a capitulation. 


To the beſt of my recollection, we had, Wet arms, before. 
Kingſton Barracks, at Nine o'Clock in the morning (the 
morning the French landed) between Forty and Fifty men, 
incluſive of officers : if any joined on. our march to meet the- 


enemy, it was more than I knew of, &c. 
| 1 am, 
Dear Sir, 


Vour very bumble ſervant, ... 


THOMAS BARK E n, 
FEE . 1 | none. wi a 


General Morris, 


The ſecond day, and after keeping the enemy at bay until then, 


and laying on their arms all night, 


—_— 
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SAINT VINCENT. 


Government-bouſe. 


MICHAEL ALDRIDGE, a private man in 


the both regiment, declares, that yeſternight was a fortnight, 


about Nine o'clock at night, a ſoldier came to Lieut, Col. 
Etherington? s land, beyond Mornagorou, * where he, and about 


ſeventy 


» The extreme leeward, all wooded, leaſt important, or dange- 
rous part of the Iſland, | 


* a l 5 - n 


— 
* 2 Tz 
— . 


CT m 


( 450 ) 
ſeventy* odd privates, were under the direction of three Cor. 
porals, Fryer, Cameron, and Jones, which foldier ſaid, he 
came from Col. Etherington for them all to prepare to march 
to Kingſton, to be embarked, as the Iſland of St. Vincent 
was taken by the French; and fays, theſe were the firſt orders 
which were received, as he heard, to march ; but that the day 
before that, being Thurfday, the day after the Freneh had 
landed, another ſoldier, about Twelve o'clock at noon, had 
brought two letters, one for Corporal Jones, and one for 
Corporal Cameron, as theſe two Corporals ſaid, from Col. 
Etherington, to ſay the French were landed, and to order 
theſe Corporals to take particular care of the ColonePs cattle, 
and, in cafe the French or Charibs ſhould come that way, to 
be ſure to hare the cattle drove off and ſecured—that about 
Six o'clock, the evening of the fame day, came another /ol- 
dier, with letters alſo to the faid Corporals, exactly, as he 
underſtood, with the /ame direfAions; but that, until the ar- 
rival of the third ſoldier from Col. Etherington, on the Fri- 
day, as is already mentioned, he newer heard a word of orders 
for marching, or for holding themſelves in readineſi—that 
he being at that time very ill, and unable to march at that 
time, went to the hut, where he uſually was, on Col. Ethe- 
rington's eſtate, where the reſt of the ſoldiers left him, and 
_ marched away without him, carrying his clothes with them, 
which he had given them to carry, in hopes of being able to 
have followed them, ſlowly ; but ſtill continuing ill, he was 
unable to walk up until this day—further ſays, that he was 
employed as a Baker, but that the reſt of the ſoldiers at that 
place were conflantly employed in cutting down of wood for 
the Colonel, &r. c. 
Sig ned this third day of July, 1779. 


W ITNESS, : The Mark of 
ROBERT WESTFIELD, 8 TY 
J. RUTHERFORD. MICHAEL ALDRIDGE, 

| (COPY) 


This number corefurnds very exattly wich Mr. Kanon s decla- 
rations at the board of enquiry, and thoſe of other eye witneſſes. 
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(Or 175 
The St. Vincent Gazette and General Advertiſer, 
SATURDAY, June 19th, 1779. 


Articles of Capitulation between Le Chevalier de Trolong 

Durumain, Lieutenant of his Maft Chriſtian Majeſty, 
Commander in Chief of the French Troops, and his 
Excellency Valentine Morris, Eſquire, Captain General 
and Governor in Chief, in, and over his Majeſty's Iland 
of St. Vincent and its dependencies, Chancellor, Ordi- 
nary, and Vice Admiral of the ſame. 


EEE 

Governor Morris demands in the firſt place, that the officer 
and drummer ſent by him yeſterday to the Commander of 
the French troops, be reſtored to him; the detaining theſe 
when ſent as a flag of truce, and then continuing to march 


on, appearing to him to have been a t infringement 1 
the laws of war. 


Gr anted. 


ARTICLE II. 


The Governor and ſtaff officers, officers of the troaps and 
ſoldiers, to march out with their colours flying, drums beat» 


ing, ten rounds a piece, with two braſs field pieces, arms, 
baggage, and all the honours of war. 
Granted. 


WY RTICL E. mt 
The regular troops, officers, ſoldiers, and artillerymen , 5 


to be carried to the Iſland of Antigua in good veſſels, fuß. 
ciently victualled, at the expence of His Moſt Chriſtian Ma- 


_ Jelly, 


It has been ſeen there were none, 
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jeſty, and there to be at liberty to do duty, the Governor 
engaging an equal number of equal qualities of French pri- 
ſoners to be exchanged in their room, the ſame for one officer 
of engineers, and aſſiſtant engineer. eee 
Anſwer,— The troops ſhall be exchanged at * for 
an equal number of French priſoners. 


| ARTICLE 1V. 
The officers and others ſhall have liberty to carry their 
wives and families, and domeſtic ſlaves to the Engliſh Iſlands 
by the ſhorteſt rout, and that they ſhall be furniſhed with good 


veſſels and proyifions for the paſſage, 
| Gr anted, * 


Ar 


The inhabitants of the Iſland ſhall march out of their poſts 
with the honors of war, their baggage, arms and colours, 
drums beating, and lighted matches. 

Anſwer,— The inhabitants ſhalt go wy" to their homes, 


ARTICLE VI, 


The inhabitants of the Iſland ſhall continue to enjoy their 
civil government, their laws, uſages and ordonances ; juf- 
tice ſhall be adminiſtered by the ſame perſons that are now in 
office, and the interior police of the Iſland ſhall be ſettled be- 
tween His Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty's governor and the inha- 
bitants ; and in caſe the Iſland be ceded to the King of France 
at the peace, the inhabitants ſhall be at liberty either to pręſervę 
their political government, or to accept that which is efeabliſhed 
in Martinique and de French Nands. 


Granted. | 
ARTICLE VIII. | 3 
The inhabitants both ſecular and clergy, ſhall be maintained 


in the poſſeſſion of their real and perſonal eſtates and property, 
of what nature ſoever, as well as in the enjoyment of their 
rights and privileges, honors and immunities, and the f res 
negroes and mulattoes in their freedom. 

* Granted, | 3 
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ALTICEE vi 

That they ſhall pay no other duty to His Moſt Chriſtian 
Majeſty than they paid to his Britannie Majeſty, without any 
other tax or impoſt ; the expence of the adminiſtration of 
Juſtice, the ſalaries of miniſters, and other ordinary charges, 
ſhall be paid out of the revenue of His Moſt Chriſtian Ma- 


jeſty, in like manner as under the gorernment of his Brita n n- 


nic Majeſty. 
Granted, if it was vreamd: at Dominique, 


ARTICLE In, 

That the ſlaves, baggage, veſſels, merchandize, and every 
thing elſe, taken ſince the landing of the French troops and 
during the attack of the Iſland, ſhall be reſtored, 

Granted, as far as it can poſlibly be effected. 


ARTICLE xX. 
The abſent inhabitants and thoſe in the ſervice of his Bri- 
tannic Majeſty, ſhall be maintained in' the enjoyment and poſe 


ſeſſion of their eſtates and HI which ſhall be managed by 


their attornies. 


| Granted. 
| ARTICLE XI. 


The ;nhbabitants ſhall not be compelled to furniſh exams. 
or any thing elſe for the . or ſlaves to work on the forti · 


fications, N 
This article cannot be granted. | 


ARTICLE XII. 


The ſkips, veſſels, and droghers, belonging tothe inhabi - 


tants of this Iſland, ſhall remain ther property. 
: Granted. 


2 The 
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ARTICLE XI. 


The widows, and other inhabitants, who from ſickneſs or 


other obſtacles, cannot ſign the capitulation, ſnall have a l- 
mited time to 3 to it, | 
Granted. 


ARTICLE xIv. 


The inhabitants and merchants of this Iſland, | compre. 
hended in the preſent capitulation, ſhall enjoy all the privi- 
leges of trade, op the ſame terms as are granted to the ſub- 
jects of His Moſt Chriſtian e N pl che extent 


of his dominions, 


Granted, 


ARTICLE. XV. 


The inhabitants ſhall obſerve a ſtrict neutrality, a not be 


enforced to take up arms gainſt his Britanuic Majeſty, or 
any other power. 


Granted. 


ARTICLE XVI. 


The inhabitants mall enjoy the exerciſe of their religion, 
40 and the miniſters their curacies. „„ 


Granted, | | 
ARTICLE XVII. „„ 


All the priſoners taken, or perſons detained, ſince the land- 


ing of the French xroopy, ſhall be water reſtored, | 
. Granted, | ”— 


ARTICLE XVIII. 50 
Merchants of the Iſland may receive ſhips to their adareſh, 
without being copfiicated, diſpoſe, of their merchandize, and 


carry on trade, and the port ſhall be entirely free, on paying 
the ſame duties as in the French Iflands. 


Ag reed, pr n they wear Trench calours after 215 ar- 
rive. 


The 
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ARTICLE: XIX. 

The inhabitants ſhall keep their arms. 4 

© Rejected, | 

AA Tre Xx: wy 
| No. perſons but thoſe now reſident in the Ifland, or at pre- 
ſent proprietors of lands and houſes, ſhall hold any houſe or 
lands by purchaſe or otherwiſe, until the peace; butat the peace, 
if this Ifland be ceded to the King of France, the inhabitants 
who decline being under the French government, may then 
be at liberty to ſell their eſtates, both real and perſonal, to 
whom they pleaſe, and to retire wherever they ſhall think 


proper, for which __—_ a ee time be allowed. ae. 
Granted. | . | Ra 


ARTICLE. XXI. 


The inhabitants of the Iſland may ſend their children to be 
educated in England, as well as to ſend them back, and to 


make remittance for their maintenances while i in En gland, 
Granted, 


ARTICLE XXII. 


The inhabitants ſhall be at liberty to ſell their eſtates and . 


effects to whom rag be think fit, | 
 Granged. 


ARTICLE XXIII. HT] 


That the Court of Chancery ſhall be held by the Mem- 


bers of the Council, and the proceedings be the ſame as are 
now uſed in the Iſland of Antigua; except that all writs and 
other proceſs, ſhall be granted by the Prefident of the Coun» 


cil, and the great ſeal now uſed in this Iſland, ſhall be given | 


unto, and remain in his cuſtody for the purpoſe of ſealing 


alk writs, proceſs and decrees, iſſuing out of and made by 


the ſaid court. 
Granted, if it was granted to Dita 


3 "4 R485 3 Ra. . 
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ARTICLE XXIV. 


That the wives of ſuch officers and others, as are not in 
the Iſland, may retire with their effects, and the number of 
domeſticks according to their rank. 

Granted. | | | 
ARTICLE XXV. 
There ſhall be delivered to the General of the French troops, 
all the artillery and ftores in the Colony of St. Vincent, be- 
longing to the King of England; all the batteries on the 
coaſt, and the reſpective poſts, as well in the Charib country, 
as elſewliere in the Iſland, ſha!l be ſurrendered in the ſame 
ſtate they were in when the Ifland was attacked, ſuch injury 
as theſe may have received in any attack excepted; all the 
arms belonging to the King of England's troops, ſhall be de- 
livered in like condition, excepting thoſe of the officers of the 
troops and mulitia ; ; no powder ſhall be ſecreted, or carried ovt 


of the magazines, which mall 1 deli rered by the Governor. 
Gr ated. | 


ARTICLE XXVI. 


None. of the Indians or Charibs, ſhall on any account be 
permitted to garriſon or be quartered in any of the forts, 
poſts, towns, or houſes in the Iſland; and the inhabitants de- 
mand and expect the protection of His Moſt Chriſtian Ma- 
jeſty's Commander, tor preſerve' their perſons and properties 
inviolate, as long as they faithfully obſerve the preſent, arti- 
cles of capitulation. OL 

Granted, with the exception in the reference. 


ARTICLE XXVI. 


All negroes now abſent or run away, ſhall when hich and 
| brought i in, be delivered up to their proprietors ; and if any 
ſuch are harboured by the Indians, Charibs, or free ne groes, 
they ſhall upon demand be reſtoped. 


Granted. 1 
A 1 * * Whatever 
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ARTICLE XXVIII. 

Whatever depredations the Charibs have committed during, 
or ſince the attack of the Iſland, they are to be compelled to 
inſtantly deſiſt therefrom; and be made to releaſe and give up 
ail ſlaves and effects which they have taken; and to be fully 
reſtrained from hereafter committing the leaſt diſorder. on the 
perſons and effects of the inhabitants.” 

— Anfver—As much juſtice as poſtible ſhall be rendered. 


3 ARTICLE XXIX, 


Au the Charibs now-under arms, and who have joined the 
French troops, to be immediately diſarmed, diſmiſſed and or- 
dered to their reſpective homes ; and all others now in arms, 
to be difarmed, and alſo compelled to retire to there reſpective 
homes, and remain in their ou diſtrict. 

Granted, with the exception in the reference. 


ARTICLE XXX. 


"M A fafeguard to be granted for all the papers at the Govern- 
ment-houſe; and theſe not to be liable to any inſpection, and 


Governor Morris to be at 2 CONS to REN _ es 


or to remove them. 
Granted. n 


AR 7 1 0 L E XXI. 
The like to be granted for all papers and records in rhe 
reſpective offices of the Cuſtoms, the Marſhall, Secretary, 
and Regiſter, Receiver General, Treafurer, and Commiſſary 
and of all other public records and papers, to be left in the 


cuſtody of their reſpective officers, and got to be inſpedted. 
Granted. 


ARTICLE XXXIT. 


Permiſſion to ſend either to England, or to fome of his 
Majeſty's Admirals or Governors, advice to be forwarded to 
| his Britannic Majeſty, of the preſent event. 
Anſwer Whenever the Governor thinks . 


Governor 
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ARTICLE XXXIII. 
Gevernor Morris to remain in the Iſland ſome time, in 
order to ſ-ttle his own private i as 1 any of * 


Haug s officers, if wh Een 
Granted, | 


AN T1 . 1 XXXIV.—Dematided by the French 


General. 


The mbabftengz ſhall not be obliged t to pay any FE OY due 
to Engliſh perſons not reſiding in this Iſland, and who are not 
capitulants thereof, until the end of the war, 


eo N XXXY- 


All veſſels taken after the pil will be reſtored, 

| Granted, with the exception in the reference, 
ARTICLE XXXVI. 

The Colony. ſhall! be obliged to advance a ſum of money, 
to pay the troops, which will be diſcounted from the reve- 
nue. ; R 
Me, the Ne in x Chief of the Ereadk troops, le- 

cally authoriſed in the King” s name by the Count D'Eſtaing, 
and Valentine Morris, Eſquire, Governor in Chief of the 
Iſland of St. Vincent, have agreed to, and. e three co- 
pres of the above Thirty-ſix Articles. 5 
| Le CuEvALIER DE Tx0L0N6 Denen Alx. 
VALENTIRE MOoxRIs. 


Par ordre, Dallan, Secretaire. | | 
* command, Robert Wefifield, Secretary. en 


. Government-Houſe, St, Vincent, 
June 18, 1779. | 
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REFERENCES. 


1. As to the Twenty-ninth Article, although Mr. Canonge 
had allowed it, it has been agreed that the Charibs ſhall be 


ſent to their homes, and theſe be reſtrained from doing any 


injury to the inhabitants and Red Charibs, without diſarm- 
ing them. 


2. Relative to the Tweaxty-Guth Article, after the words 


in any of the forts,” there ſhall be, underſtood except in 
caſe of an attack. 


3. The ſhips from Europe make an exception to the 
Thirty-flth ee 


LS CEV ALIEN DE TZOLORG DURUMAIN» 
VALENTINE Mok RIS. 
Par ordre Dallan, Secretaire, 


4 5 J,c0M mand, R obert W:/ijield, Secretary, 1 6 


92 We are convinced, by the diſpoſitions ordered by the 


Governor, that the ſucceſs of our enterprize would have been 
very doubtful, if the troops had made more diſpatch in ex- 


ecuting his orders ; eſpecially if there had been a ſufficient 
number of troops in the Ifland to reſtrajn the Charibs who 
joined us; leaving, wherever they paſſed, marks of deſola- 
tion, and 4 the revenge that animated them. Thelg twp 
motives induced Mr, Morris to capitulate. 9 | 


cu 


— —— 


— — ——— 
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Copy of a Minute of the T, reaſury Board, dated 
en, e 8 


PRESENT, 


LORD NORTH, 
LORD PALMERSTON, 
sR RICHARD SUTTON. 


READ a letter from Mr. Knox, dated the 
24th inſtant, on the ſubject of a Memorial of Valentine 
Morris, Eſq. late Governor of the Ifland of St. Vincent, 
defiring payment of his ſalary and his contingent diſburſe- 
ments in that Iſland, in which Mr. Knox acquaints the 
Board, by directions of Lord George ny that, 
&c. &c. | 

That the contingent expences may be claſſed as follows: 

Barracks, out-poſts, and public works, 
| Sloop-hire, purchaſe, and repairs, 
Commiſſary. | 
Hoſpital. 
' Preſents to Charibs and ſecret Ates, 

That the expence of barracks, &c. is much beyedd any 
apparent neceſſity; but as the preſent object is not the pro- 
- 'priety® of Governor Morris“ s conduct in incurring the ex- 
pence, he acquaints My Lords, that there are vouchers for the 
avbole of the expenditure ; and in the amount is included the 


expence of an expedition againſt the runaway negroes, un- 


dertaken and executed by Governor Morris with great ſpirit 
e and 


Not only the propriety, but the abſolute neceſſity, ys it is 
preſumed, been fully ſhewn in the » narrative. : 
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and alacrity: which, by its ſucceſs; prevented vety great 
miſchief to the inhabitants; who contributed nothing to- 
wards it; & that the charge for the ſloop is much too great, * 
although there are vouchers for it, that the charge for a Com- 
miſſary is very large , and requires explanation; that the 
hoſpital expences were fatally neceſſary, and the preſents to 
Charibs and ſecret ſervice money were probably of public 
utility. That there are, beſides the foregoing general heads, 
charges for a Judge Advocate; Secretary, and Stationary, 
neither of which are allowed to Governors of his Majeſty's 
ancient Provinces or Iſlands. 
| And 
8 His Lordſhip here not quite accurate. 


* The aſtoniſhing riſe by the war of theſe articles, 1 one 
thouſand per cent. in many inſtances has been ſhewn) which 
conſtituted theſe charges, unavoidably occaſioned their being 
great ; notwithſtanding which, after a comparative examination of 
fimilar ones in other contingent accounts of neighbouring govern- 
ments, made in conſequence of my challenging ſuch, their Lord- 
ſhips, as alſo one of their Secretaries, candidly confeſſed the charges 
in my account fell conſiderably ſhort of thoſe in others, wah 

which they had been compared. | | 


+ How affiduouſly I had endeayoured to u theſe, my letters | 
on that ſubject to the Lords of the Treaſury, the Governor of Gre- 
nada, and the Commiſſary himſelf, amply vouch. . : | 


1 This report on theſe articles was owing to an opportunity not 
being given to me of * theſe — — r 1 
juſt and regular. 
As to that of the Deputy Judge Advocate, he 8 to me 

his commiſſion from the Judge Advocate General in England; 
where was recited that part of the commiſſion of the latter, which 
authoriſed him to make ſuch deputies: on examining his charges, 
(the whole inconſiderable and very reaſonable) I found them the 
ſame as they had been before St. Vincent was made a ſeparate go- 
vernment; an event, I repeat, which brought into my contingent 
account marx charges as' well as theſe, which otherwiſe would 
. . 5 | bave 
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And for proteſts and damages on returned bills, the charges 
F «vhich avill in courſe, fall on the public, if My Lords admit 
of the expence for which the original bills avere dra tun. 


Read 


habe been! in that of Grenada Thus it became unhappily my duiy 
to pay him. To have neglected doing it, would have brought on 
juſt reprimand ; whilſt having done it, brought on me an expence 
for public ſervice, for which the Lords of the Treaſury & have hi- 
therto not choſe to hear my explanation or proofs, 
The charges for ſecretary, clerks, and ftationary, are the ſame 
.as .thoſe articles in the contingent accounts for Grenada and 
Dominique, new governments, acquired, like St, Vincent, by the 
peace of 1763; and, on explanation and reaſons too long for a 
note, will be found equally juſt and regular; and until otherwiſe 
provided for, muſt be allowed, and have place in the contingent 
account of thoſe new governments, although not at preſent charged 
by Governors of the old ſettled Iſlands; where, however, theſe 
charges did formerly and long ſubſiſt; until thoſe old govern- 
ments becoming more ſettled, and better able themſelves to bear 
| them, and by degrees changing from quite military to civil ones ; 
theſe charges, blended with many others, were thrown on the Oo. 
lonies; and the Governors received payment of them in the eſla- , 
bliſhivient and augmentation of their Colony ſalary. 
- * Until ſome ſuch proviſion is made in the new Governments, their 
"Governors, and that. of Sr. Vincent perhaps moſt peculiarly, are 
entitled to ſuch ; the nature of its Government, and its unavoidable | 
conſtant intercourſe with the French Governors; and recourſe tothe 
Archives of their Iſlands, for copies of all the titles and other docu- 
ments originally lodged there, (and now neceſſary for the inhabi- 
-tants of St. Vincent) requiring not only a competent knowledge, and 
frequent interpretations of their language, but an infinite extra cor- 
reſpondence in it; ail which unavoidably induced extra expences 
of clerks, ſtationary, &c. not incurred in the old Governments. 
Can ſuch, in common juſtice, be made fall on me, receiving no 
Colony ſalary, or any equivalent, aud not yet paid one ſhilling of 
my Engliſh one ? Is not the reſponſibility of a Governor, keeping 
: the contingeat account, making its payments, and drafts on the 
Lalds of the Treaſury for ſuch (and w hich has fatally ruined 
me) ſufficient burden, but that theſe payments mult alſo add to it? - 
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; T4 | 4 1 * oy 4 2s. * 
Read the ſeveral Tncleſures in the foregoing Letter, vix. 
Copy of a letter from Lord Geo, Germain to this Board, 
dated 15th March, 1776, notifying Goyernor Morris's ap- 


pointment, and defire the Board would move * King to 
provice him a ſyitable ſalary. | 


Copy of a letter from Mr. Robiaſog to Mr. Pownall, 
dated the 25th of March, 1776, ſtating, that the Board 
would agree to the payment of a ſalary of 1200l. a year out 
of four and a half per cent, duties ariting within the Iland of 
St, Vincent. | . 


Copy of a letter from Lord George Germain to Governor 
Morris, dated gd of April, 1776, ſignifying the King's 
pleaſure, that he ſhould require of the Council and Aſſembly 
of St, Vincent the grant of four and a half per cent. duties; i | 
but that he inuſt make ſuch requiſition in ſuch manner, as 
might avoid engaging the King in any controverſy with the 
Aſſembly, and impede the public buſineſs, 


Extra of a letter from Lord Gon Germain to Gover- 
nor Morris, dated the 5th of Sept. 1776, fating, that it 

avould be improper io take any fleps for the appointment of a 

Lieutenant Governor till the Aſembly bad Frans a 9 fer 
ebe Governor. 


Copy of a letter from Lord George Germain to Governor 
Morris, dated sth of February, 1777, fznifying the King 3 
„ ee pro- 

Wy - SOSM 26 ad 

»As the Aſſembly never did grant me a ſalary, can any thing be 
clearer than my title under this promiſe, which muſt here be conſi - 
deted as a royal one coming from the Secretary of State officially, to 


the continuation of this dunn ih Wa alas ! That __ is withheld 
from me. N 


6) 
aßprobation ꝗ of bis conduct reſpecting his requiſition of the four 
and a half per cent. duties, in reſpect to the falary of 12001. a 
year, propoſed ta be allowed to Governor Morris out of the 
duties of four and a half per cent. to be raiſed in the Iſland of 
St. Vincent; it appearing to My Lords, that Governor 
Morris, iz obedience to his Majeſty's commands, fignified to 
him by Lord George Germain, had applied to the Council 
and Aſſembly of St. Vingent for the grant of the duty of 
four and a half per cent, on the exported produce of the 
Iſland, in the ſame manner which the ſame had been granted 
in the Leeward Iſlands ; but that the Council and Aſſembly 
of the Ifland of St. Vincent had refuſed+ to grant the ſame ; 
and that Governor Morris had, in obedrence to his Majeſty” $ 
commands, made ſuch requiſition with caution, and that he 
took care to avoid doing it in a manner that might engage his 
Majeſty in any controverſy with the Aſſembly, or to impede 
the public buſineſs ; and that it had been fignified by Lord 
George Germain, that his conduct, in reſpec? fo the duty of 


four and a half per cent. aud his own ſalary, was . by 
his Majeſty. 


My Lords, under all the circumſtances of this caſe, are of 
opinion, that it 75 rcaſonable aud j uſt, that Governor Morris 
ſhould be allowed his ſalary“ at the rate of 12001, a year, 
during the period he continued Governor of St, Vincent. 

As ta the ſeveral ſums charged for barracks, out-poſts, and 
public worts, and the charges on account of the Hoſpital, My 


Lords 
8 What could be a more 'kegoniable reflimony i in n favour of uy 
conduct, than this royal approbation 3 


| } Here is a teſtimony that ſarely needs no further comment than 
to be attended to. 


+ A flight inaccuracy of their Lordſhips ; for, to avoid an open. 
rupture, a peremptory refuſal was not hazarded, in obedience to the 
King's commands, as it was found it would not be granted. 


* Here is an honourable acknowledgment, which ſurely, as it en · G 
titles me, ought ta haye gained the immediate payment of- Fe l- 
lary, not one ſhilling of which have I yet received, 
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Lords are of opinion, that thoſe ſums alſo goull be allowed ;% 
but My Lords do not allow the charges for floop-hire, pur- 


chaſe, and repairs, nor the preſent to Charibs and fecret 
| ſervice, nor the charges for * until they Hall be 
further explained, 

Nor do My Lords allow the charges for Judge Advocate, 
Secretary, and Stationary ;{ and the Board direct, that the 
coft of proteſts and damages on returned bills be allowed on ſuch 
bills only, as were drawn for the Ir ſervices approved of 
as ee + 


Extract of a Letter from Jobn Robinſon, Eſq. late Se- 
cretary to the Lords Commiſſioners of his Majeſty's 
| Treaſury, to Lord Viſcount Mountſtuart, Auditor of 
_ the pr, dated Ty March, 1782. 


MV Lords having had under ne a minute ” 5 


this Board of the 25th of Auguſt 1781, alſo papers preſented 
by Governor Morris, on the zoth and 12th of Dec. 1787, in 


WF: expla- 


. Here alſo, after the fulleſt conſideration and examination, is an 
allowance of thoſe very charges at this hour, and after the death of 
ſo many neceſſary witneſſes, and loſs of papers, cavilled at. 


2 Vide the note on this head, in the report on it of Lord George 
Germ ain, 


+ The claims of the bill holders is here again maſt fully confirms 
ed, as the aggregate amount of theſe fall under the amount of the ſpe- 
cific reſpective ſervices, allowed in the paragraph preceding this laſt, 
Here their Lordſhips acknowledge a re- conſideration of their 


former minutes, and of courſe thereby confirm, after matureſt con- 
fide ration, the articles therein allowed me, | 
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explanation of the ſeveral articles in his accounts for ſloopy 
hire, ſecret ſervice money, Commiſſary, &c. together with 
a letter from, Mr. Knox, dated the 6th of January, 1778, 

ſtating, that Lord George Germain was of opinion that the 
continuance of the armed ſchooner at St. Vincent was then 
necęſſary for the ſafety of that Hand, and the protection of its 
trade.“ 

My. Lords have directed me to acquaint you, that they are 
ſo far ſatisfied with the papers ſtated by Governor Morris, in 
explanation and juflificationF of the charges for a dop- hire, 
purchaſe and repairs, the preſents to Charibs and ſecret ſer- 
vice money, and the Commiſſariat, as to authoriſe your 
Lordſhips to proceed in the examination of thoſe articles, and 

to inſert them as cravings :? in the ſtate of Governor Marris's 
account, to be ſubmitted | to the future conſideration of 
this Board, 5 


Pall 


by Hors, on a freſh reference to the e Secretary of state, the abſolute 
neceſſity of this charge is certified, 


$ Here is a candid 3 of my having given ſatisfac- 
tion, explanation, and juſtification of thoſe articles of my account, 
ſuſpended by the former minutes, but now allowed of. 


1 How, after this authority to admit theſe charges as cravings, 
can an auditor in juſtice not do it? | 


. 


Pall Mall, Feb. 25th, 1783. 
8 1 R, 6; 1 5 


I had heard, before I had the pleaſure of re- 
ceiving your letter, that Governors were appointed to the 
Weſt India Iſlands; and I was ſorry to find that your name 
was not among them. I was always ready to declare what I 
I knew of your zeal for his Majeſty's ſervice ; but in my 
preſent ſituation* it did not become me to offer advice, or re- 


commend any perſon to the notice of Adminiltration, Waben 
being referred to for that purpoſe. 


1 have the honour to be, 
Wich great truth, 
Sir, 
| Your moſt be enn, 
. #7 humble Servant, 
SACKVILLE. 
To Palentine Morris, Eſq. 7 | 


i His Lordſhip ting then out of off if not aftwally in 3 


tion. 


1 


K 


e 
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